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WAR BOOMS PIX 10 NEW TOP 





Jap Divvy of Yank Pic Spoils Told By 
‘Variety Man Freed From Nippon Jail 
ares ‘Churchill’ Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
Jesse Lasky will make ‘Life of 
Churchill’ after completing ‘Boy 
| Scouts of America.’ Script must first 
| be approved by Winston Churchill 
By W. R. WILLS | before filming can get under way. 
After having cut a wide swath for | No one yet set to play the Churchill 
a number of years in Japan’s much| Patt. 
vaunted, centuries - old culture, ionanate 
American motion pictures on Dec. 3 
8 (Jap time) made a hasty, yet W D K 0 R 
orderly, exit from a field which they | ar ept. U.S NEISSUE 
had comfortatly 


ominate year | ? 
after year, thus Ms: to a eee | Of Goldwyn’s ‘Real Glory, 
With Philippine Locale 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 








(The following is by the for- 
mer ‘Variety’ correspondent in 
Japan, who, along with many 
other American internees, re- 
turned to the U. S. yesterday | 
from the Far East as per the | 
Jap-U. S. exchange accord.) 





for the kind of pix fare they have) 
been brought up on, but also a fistful 
of coin which just about represents 
the net profits, to date, of all the 
operations there of the American As a consequence of the with- 
film outfits. | drawal from distribution of “Yank in 
Hardly had the first bomb dropped | the Philippines,’ a reissue of the 
on unsuspecting Pearl Harbor when| Gary Cooper starrer ‘Real Glory, 
the Nippon government-controlled the amount of print stock RKO will 
Nihon Eigasha (Japan Motion Pic-|use during 1942 will be consider- 
(Continued. on page 55) ably reduced. Sam Goldwyn orig- 
linally released 
throug United Artists. It is under- 
stood Goldwyn told RKO it must re- 
lease 200 prints 
The picture was brought to the 
War Department's attention after 





Caliente Casino, 
Resort May Go 


| subject matter which had to do with 
' 
American troops battling native 


troops to quell insurrection in the | 


Matter was referred to 


Philippines. 
ac to al S Lowell Mellett. then Coordinator of | 
a Government Films. who ordered 


RKO to take it off the release sheet. 
RKO agreed, as exhibitors were ap- 
prehensive of audience reaction to 


+ the reissue 


Mexico City, Aug. 25. 


Prospects ar > sidered excellent _ - <i 
spects are considered excellent The greater part of prints, made 
in local legal circles of the Ameri-} yp in advance, did not reach play- | 


Can owners of the once-famed } ing time, with result that RKO re- 
casino and sporting resort at Agua | mains debited for the amount of film 
Caliente getting back their property into circulation 
which the Cardenas government ex- 
propriated as a public utility some 
years ago and converted into a fed- MARJORIE LAWRENCE’S 
eval industrial school. The supreme 
court ruled that this expropriation 
was unconstitutional in granting 
Henry S. Heidart orders to set aside 
the Cardenas action 

The court set a precedent in this 

(Continued on page 54) 


failing to get 


Marjorie 


prano, Who Nas 


Lawrence, operatic So- 
been paralyzed for 
'more than a year, will make her 
v3 ! professional return Sept. 6 as guest 

° |soloist on the Andre Kostelanetz- 

U. S. Writ Halts Buff. | Albert Spalding program on CBS 
| for Coca-Cola. She will do her 

| singing from a_ wheelchair. 


Rodeo Because Auto To ge Accra 
inger, who scored a sensation at 
Stunts Waste Rubber, the Met several seasons ago with 





her performance in ‘Salome,’ became 
ill during a visit to Mexico. She 

Buffalo, Aug. 25. | was given a serum injection and the 

For the first time in history, the | paralysis followed. 
U. S. Government has enjoined an Guest on the Coca-Cola series 
amusement enterprise from exhib-/| the coming Sunday (30) will be 
iting on the ground that its opera- | James Melton, with Nadine Con- 
tion will impede the war effort. On/ner slated to appear on the Sept. 
Saturday (22), Federal Judge}13 broadcast, Oscar Ievant on the 
Knight issued a temporary restrain- 
ing order in U. S. District Court |ing Sept. 27. Program is directed 
here against Jack Kochman’s Rodeo | bv George Zachary and written by 
& Thrill Show scheduled to open! George Faulkner. D’Arcy is the 
(Continued on page 27) ‘agency. 


‘Glory’ in 1939 | as such on the basis of a_ high | 
| 


many protests due to controversial | 


WHEELCHAIR COMEBACK 


Sept. 20 show, and Melton repeat- | 


vv 


A FILMa EXGEED 
21,000,000 MARK 


Individual Picture Earnings 
at Best Levels in 15 Years 
—$2,000,000 to $5,000,000 
Grossers More Common 


Than in Lush ’20s—More 


creased Spending Hypo 
Take at Boxoffices 


STATIC PROFITS? 


find individual picture 
}both in rentals for the producer- 
| distributors and in takings at the- 
atre wickets, heading for the high- 
est levels’ in 
;} years, from field and key city re- 
ports now pouring into New York 
jhome_ office distribution depart- 
| ments, 

The good A 





picture, classified 
budget and or the stellar strength 
in the cast, is today grossing $1,- 
250,000 or better, while the average 
|take for the season’s outstanding 
| hits is, of course, far higher. Pic- 


|tures grossing $4,000,000 or $5,000,- 
000, considered phenomenal even in 
ithe lush days of the late ’20s, and 
|}at that time attributed largely to 
;novelty of sound, while not com- 
monplace today are no longer a 
(Continued on page 18) 


“Mrs. Miniver’ Excerpt 
In Radio Campaign Talks 
Minneapolis, Aug. 25 
Lt.-Gov. C. Elmer Anderson of 
Minnesota, running for reelection 


quoting from the ¢ luding ‘Mi 
Miniver’ spe ! } radio 
paign talks 

credit. 

| In using the quotation to emp! 
ize the war work cut out for every 
od he M ( 
listeners) ur te } { 


reat picture.’ It’s an unusual 
plug for the film 


/_PERVERSE TOMMY DORSEY 


Disappoints Store—No Supper Show 
When Audience Too Small 


Baltimore, Aug. 25. 

Tommy Dorsey, by refusing dur- 
ing his appearance at the 3 ipp two 
| weeks ago to make a schedtied ap- 
| pearance in the record department 
|of Hutzler’s department store, has 
| made it tough for future band tieups 
| with that commercial outfit. Hutz- 
; ler’s, one of the biggest shops of its 
| type in town, had taken large space 
in the dailies advertising Dorsey’s 
| scheduled p.a., with the manager of 
| the store himself personally calling 
| for the maestro at the theatre. 
i (Continued on page 54) 





Percentage Deals and In-| 


Opening months of World War II 
earnings, | 


approximately 15; 


| ball clubs, plus time and announcer 


v 


Cantor Feels Actors Doing Morale 
Jebs Should Not Be Judged Slackers 





s 
+ ee 
| 


President Roosevelt is the one 
person, in the opinion of Eddie Can- 
tor, who can take the heat off the 
George Givot, known in show top names of show biz who are stick- 
| business as ‘The Greek Ambas- ing to their work and SeRpINGE the 
| eater at Qsne Will’ wrath of the public for not being in 


oes into 7 
| i. eee eee ealieda F xe uniform, Cantor figures the chief 
; : executive can best explain, possibly 


Stage and screen comedian en- in a chat, that the top performers, 
listed in the Army and moved : ae lin a 
| tah he Be Pek veg eater by their influence on public morale, 
} imo me 108 Angeles Daptis are as important to the war effort 
| Theological Seminary for a as. say. Donald Nelson 
| course of study aimed at a com- ‘After all, Donald Nelson, as the 
j aa as Army chaplain next best purchasing agent in the coun- 
ay. try, is more important heading the 


Chaplain Givot 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 





Givot's last appearance on the | War Production Board than han- 
screen was in a rootin’-shootin’ dling a gun,’ said the 51-year-old 
western, ‘Leather Burners.’ star. ‘Well, the same analogy holds 

Givot was of the Jewish faith true for Bob Hope, Abbott & Cos- 
originally. tello, Kay Kyser or anybody of that 
== calibre—all of whom are more im- 
portant selling War Bonds and main- 
taining morale than they would be 
as doughboys.’ 


Et Al., Ist USO Show The idea is not to defer every 


hoofer, singer and actor, says Can- 


‘ 
| f : . tor, but to spare the top names the 
| 
Unit to Reach AEF many snide remarks coming 








Jolson, Merle Oberon, 


now 
(Continued on page 27) 


| 








Al Jolson, Merle Oberon, Patricia 
| Morrison, Frank McHugh and Allen 


Jenkins made theatrical history, and 

marked another chapter in show ee overnment 

business’ contribution to the war 

effort, by entertaining American @ 

troops ‘somewhere in Ireland’ Sun- 

day night (23). It was the same day Taking ()ver All 

as their arrival abroad by bomber 

plane, ° 
It also marks the first USO Sh | R d 

Overseas Unit, although by the very or wave a 10 

nature of the distinguished names : 

| it’s a  super-duper, unpayrolled —_———_ 

troupe, doing voluntary work in 

'bringing Yankee-brand talent to 


Prospect of Government takeover 


Yank troops (Miss Oberon. of ©! al! shortwave facilities, rumored 
course, is British, and her inclusion, !0" Some time, now appears much 
apart from the obvious s.a. values, | ™0" likely. How far the Govern- 
was also primed in the interests of | ™°"' would gO = such action and 
Anglo-American amity.) aL ine New setup WOUIG Involve ts 
For Jo ndividually. it add ncertain, but that some move in 
Continued on page 25) 7 > my ig is indicated 
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GILLETTE AGAIN TO B.R. anc revresentatives of various Gov- 
PO agenclit One ich contabd 


WORLD SERIES ON MBS continues on » 


Gillette Safety Razor Co. v 
agaln sponsor the World Serie 
Mutual. Hookup calls for 300 statior 
in U. S. and Canada, shortwaving 
overseas to the troops and airing of 
a Spanish version for Latin America 

Price, as usual, is $100,000 to the 


once Buchanan’s Comeback In 
Film Based on and With 
British Maestro Parry 





London, Aug. 25. 
Jack Buchanan, after absence of 
over six years, is making comeback 


charges. No announcer is set as yet. 
although Red Barner may get the 
nod, despite the fact he’s currently into film production. Yarn deals 
working on WHN. ‘For Gillette it's with rise of a band leader. and is 
the fourth consecutive time they've }.ceq on true life story of Harry 
aired the series over MBS. Parry, local stick wielder, who start- 
There has been considerable agita- ed from bottom 

tion recently for a longer than usual Parry, with his Radio Rhythm 
World Series, the teams to tour the Club Sextet, standard vaudeville and 
country, with the take of the extra nitery attraction, will be featured in 
games going to Army and Navy Re-| pic, which is based on idea submit- 
lief. Gillette may thus wind up spon-' ted by Bill Elliott, Parry’s manager. 
soring a 10 or 15-game series instead! Buchanan will star as well as direct. 
of the usual best four out of seven Shooting starts early in January. 
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Robeson Sees ‘Glory Road’ Song, 


Tales’ Film As Insult to Negro Race 


+ 
? 





Princeton, Aug. 25. 
Paul Robeson last week acknowl- 
edged the criticism being leveled at 
him currently by the Negro press 
for his part in the forthcoming film, 


‘Tales of Manhattan’ (20th-Fox) and | 


admitted it was justified. The film 
does reflect on his race, Robeson 
said. 

‘And if they picket the film when 
it opens in N. Y.,’ he added, ‘I'll 
join the picket-line myself.’ 

Robeson also explained his refusal 


to sing ‘Glory Road’ at Robin 
Hood Dell, Philly, last month (he 
called it then ‘an insult to the en- 


tire Negro race’) and incidentally 
answered composer Jacques Wolfe's 
subsequent letter of surprise and be- 
wilderment in ‘Variety’ (Aug. 12). 

Robeson discussed these matters 
frankly and at length in an inter- 
view backstage at Princeton's 
Carter theatre, where he acted the 
Moor in Shakespeare's 
with an otherwise white cast. 

In ‘Tales, Robeson and_ Ethel 
Waters play the sharecroppers in the 
final sequence who find a dresscoat 
(with money in it) when a set of 
fieeing crooks drop it from a plane. 
The money, like manna from heaven, 

(Continued on page 18) 


Close Friends Bid Up 


J. Barrymore’s Relics 








Hollywood, Aug. 25. 


Close friends of John Barrymore | 


have bid up and took away many 
relics of his collection at public auc- 


Mc- | 


‘Othello’ | 





$2 Burley Sans Strippers 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
Harry Abbott, brother of Bud Ab- 
bott (& Costello), is 
Hollywood to burlesque without 
peelers. Company moves into the 
Music Box Sept. 30 with 30 prin- 





cipals and 25 chorines, 
| Show will be titled ‘Swing Shift 
| Revels. Going on nightly at 8:30 


and 1 a.m., at $2 top. 


Kyser’s Patriotic Pitch 
Insnires 1st Time Pickup 
Of a Pro Entertainer 


March of 
newscast is the pickup 





Unusual for Time's 
dramatized 
Kyser from Hollywood to- 
(Thurs.) night, the first 
time that a pro entertainer has been 
thus singled out as a newsworthy 
Time’s that 
| Kyser’s intensive Rond rallies and 
|*Wake Up America’ talks fit in ex- 
|cellently with America’s current 
| war effort and general morale. 

| Chet LaRoche, head of Young & 
|Rubicam, became impressed with 
the maestro when hearing him in- 
| formally in Hollywood recently, and 
|also during his public war bond 
| rallies, and made Kyser fly east this 
past weekend to ad lib on a record- 
ing his attitude on the war effort. 
Y&R producer Tom _ Harrington 
thence boiled it down to fit the MOT 
program tomorrow night. 


of Kay 
morrow 


subject. stance is 


tion. Clarence Bergen, brother of 
Edgar, paid $185 for a pair of 
shrunken human female heads | 


picked up by the late actor in Equa- 
dor. 


Barrymore portrait by John 
Singer Sargent brought $250. Sev- 


eral gimcracks were purchased by 
John Carradine, and Anthony Quinn 
paid $250 for a suit of armor worn 
by Barrymore in his performance of 
‘King Richard 3d.’ Brother Lionel 
took away the Paul Manship bust 
in marble for $160; J. Carroll Naish 
bid $15 for an overnight bag; and 
an interior decorator purchased the 
Lincoln letter to Barrymore’s grand- 
mother, Louisa Drew, for $325. 

Crowded auction room with over 
700 attending will require another 
day and night to dispose of the large 
collection. 


March Back to B’way 
By Skin of His Teeth 


Hoilywood, Aug. 25 
Fredric March returns to 
Broadway stage on completion of his 
current picture chore in ‘The Ad- 
ventures of Mark Twain’ at War- 
ners. Eastern shift means that 
not be available for 

ners’ ‘Mission to Moscow.’ 

Understood March has a financial 


star will 


_— 
N ar- 


interest in the legit production, | 
*Skin of Your Teeth,’ in which he 
is slated for the top role. 


Cagney May Be SAG Prez 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Next Screen Actors Guild prexy 
to succeed retiring Edward Arnold 
will likely be James Cagney. 

He has been nominated with 
election set for Sept. 27. 

SAG appointed Cagney its repre- 
sentative on the advisory committee 
now being organized by the film 
industry to unify ts various war ac- 
tivities, , 

Functions of the committee wiul 
be to investigate and advise the 
numerous committees now working 
in the general war program. 





‘Cugat’ for Radic 
Paramount has waived its usual 
18-month radio production protection 
clause on ‘Mr, and Mrs. Cugat,’ filmed 

as ‘Are Husbands Necessary.’ 
Film company has given Henry 
Souvaine rights to offer the yarn for 

commercial radio sponsorship, 





ZELINKA’S CHORE 


Sid Zelinka trained back to 
Coast yesterday. 

Will huddle with Universal on 
adaptation of his original which they 
purchased for an Allan Jones mu- 


the 


the | 


the | 





Saroyan Not Wacky? | 


York. 





New 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Having witnessed the 
Saroyan’ I venture to state these 
| ‘productions’ are ‘wacky,’ but not 
| wacky enough. Why don’t he take 
/‘10 Nites in Bar-Room,’ cast a 
Broadway chorus boy as Tom Mor- 
gan the 
Eisa Maxwell as ‘Little Mary’? Ob- 
viously, the moral of Saroyan’s ‘10 
Nights’ would have to be—‘Drink all 
you can get.’ No doubt such a show 
|} would pack his theatre with ‘Wacky 
| Patrons.’ 
| Bob 
| P.S.:—Also an actor, 


‘plays of 


Mack. 


Dot Gilchrist’s Try 


Dorothy Gilchrist, 


introducing | 


drunk with Kate Smith or | 


redheaded in- 
senue daughter of Connie Gilchrist, 









UNITED 
STATES 








It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 


Buy war savings bonds or 
stamps today. Buy them 
| every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 


Actors Fund Paid Out 
$152,228 in ’41-42; Needs 











Annual meeting of the Actors 


} 
|but the annual report was first pub- 
\lished last week and revealed that 
the total disbursements for charity 
| during the fiscal year ending May 1, 
11942, amounted to $152,228. Ap- 
|proximately $150,000 plus $30,000 
expenses will be needed the coming 
year. The total estimated income 
,;amounts to $149,460, so that $30,540 
| is expected from bequests, donations 
|and other sources. 


Biggest single item of income is 
|rent from the property at 515 Fifth 
javenue, N. Y. (Spaulding’s), which 
brings in $45,000 yearly. Interest 
‘from the Niles estate is $34,000; an 
|endowment fund brings in $15,000; 
ithe Roi Cooper Megrue foundation, 


{$8,000. Annual dues amount to 
$9,000, while special performances 
| by legit shows, as required in all 
Equity contracts, amounted __ to 


around $25,000. Fund’s share from 
the Theatre Authority, which collects 
a percentage from benefits, plus mis- 
cellaneous donations, amounted to 
| $10,000. 


Payments made direct to destitute 
|players amounted to $51,975; Cali- 
|fornia relief, $13,877; hospital and 
|}other cases, $23,612; burials and 
|cemetary upkeep, $7,559; mainte- 
jnance of the Fund’s home at Engle- 
wood, N. J., $25,066. while the total 
|of direct relief 


disbursements was 
| $126,702. 
| “Alfred P. Lunt is credited with 
giving the largest donation, $3,844: 


|Katharine Cornell, through the sale 
of photos, $1,058; Elizabeth Makaroff 
donated $100 in memory of Otis 
Skinner. Total received from be- 


film character actress, has come East) quests, $11,984. 


to crash the Broadway stage. 


She was a child actress 


tures and legit on the Coast. 


and has! 
appeared from time to time in pic-| year, 35% 


| Fund invested $104,000 in Govern- 
ment and War Bonds during the 
of the assets now being 
represented by federal securities. 
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ABBOTT 








In “PARDON 








and COSTELLO 


Now on National 


. 











Release 


MY SARONG” 


A Mayfair Production—Universal Pictures Release 


- $180,000 in Coming Yaar 


Fund of America was held May 8, | 


. 
. 
. 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 
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Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

This is the second week on my picture ‘Over My Dead Body,’ and | 
worked so hard m: mother lost 10 pounds....I do a scene with a talking 
horse....between shots he gives me diction lessons....He’s a very clever 
horse....every Sunday he goes ‘man-back’ riding in Griffith park... In 
one scene I was supposed to cry, but couldn’t....then I remembered my 
vaudeville tour....it was simple then....After one very important scene, 
my director, Mal St. Clair, said: ‘Berle, this picture will get 
Academy award....riding academy.’ 

They have discovered a brand new way to light me in this picture 
indirect blow torches....You know you've arrived in Hollywood as an 
actor when they give you a stand-in....why did I get a midget?....I had 
a very simple scene to do the other day. I was supposed to portray 
anger, passion and laughter....with my forehead....Some visitors came 
on the set as I was talking to blonde Mary, Beth Hughes. One of them 
pointed to us and said: “There’s Goldi-locks and Lox!’....The studio pre- 
sented me with a lovely portable dressing room....a pushcart, with a 
shower curtain (they shouldn’t have gone to all that expense). 

The first time 1 walked into the dressing room, a mouse said to me: 
‘Berle, ain’t this murder....how are we both going to dress here at the 
same time?’....They tell me that wherever my pictures have played 
they’ve broken the theatre’s record....for giving away dishes....One 
exhibitor wrote in saying, ‘Whenever one of Berle’s pictures plays my 
theatre, the patrons absolutely refuse to accept dishes....unless there's 
a scoop of ice cream on them’....Another wrote in saying, ‘Whenever 
Mr. Berle appears on the screen he does something to the girls in the 
audience....they fall more in love with their own sweethearts.’ 

Luminous Panhandlers in Dimout 

But 1 still love Hollywood, even with the dimout we are now experi- 
encing. I caught a panhandler putting luminous paint on his hand so 
that it can be seen in the dark when he stretches it out for a touch.... 
It was so dark the first night of the dimout, fellows walked along the 
street kissing their sweethearts....and someone else’s too....I walked 
down Vine street and ran into Maxie Rosenbloom, who showed me his 
new invention for ‘dimouts....a neon racing form....Maxie tells me that 
he is ready to make a comeback....but Elsa Maxwell can’t make the 
weight. 

The first night of the dimout went off with a bang....I collided with 
another car....I decided to go to the Palladium to see the jitterbugs.... 
jitterbugs—that’s a zoot suit with a motor....The management likes to 
have jitterbugs with those long zoot jackets come there....they dance 
and sweep the floor at the same time. : 

Woody Herman played such intoxicating music....his instruments began 
to stagger....I love the Palladium.... you get a better grade of broken 
ankle there when you dance....The highlight of the evening was when 
they released balloons with money in them from the ceiling. I grabbed 
one, opened it up and found a note saying: ‘No luck, Berle.’ I opened 
another and found the same note. I finally opened a third balloon and 
found a note saying: ‘What's the matter, Berle—don’t you believe us?’ 

Decided to go home and on my arrival found another letter from my 
New York correspondent, Jack (baldy) Zero....Jack tells me he has a 
new job-—-he books uninvited guests into homes....Jack tells me that 
Broadway Rose has opened a ‘Lonely Hearts’ ciub....for lovelorn squir- 
rels .and it’s the nuts....There’s a fellow in New York who has a very 
unusual claim to fame....it seems he was only engaged to Peggy Hopkins 
Joyce....Jay C. Flippen combed his hair the other day and out came a 
Jap (from the song “Jap Hands, Here Comes Charlie’)....One of Al. 
Siegal’s singers got caught in one of his complicated arrangements.... 
and had to hire an Indian guide to get her out of it....Thanks for all 
the dirt, Jack, and when I get back to New York I've got a gift for you 
a toupee with personality. 

Had a few days off on my picture so I hung around the house puttering 
....-Did you ever putter....quaint, isn’t it....Jack Benny came over for 
|a while....showed me his Crossley....laughed and left....A fan magazine 
| writer came over for my life story. I spoke for hours....and he got all 
the highlights down on a piece of confetti ...My mother came over and 
she made me_tcell a few gags so that she could laugh and keep in prac- 


you an 











tice .I just learned that my mother has been made ‘scrap-warden’ at 
her card club she collects old bridge rubbers. 
Sat down and started to read the script of the show I’m going to do in 
New York, ‘Needle In the Haystack’....I never played a needle before 
Carmen Miranda will be in the show with me and she will have a 
new innovation for her opening....canned fruit on her hats so she can 
eat them or wear them....I can see the opening night now lights, 
music and creditors....My brother (the one who got caught smuggling 


counterfeit halavah) came over for a 
| the courtesy of my wardrobe, 


little visit. He telis me through 
he’s becn elected the best dressed man at 
the Social Security pay window....I left the house and took a walk over 
to Groucho Marx. Groucho wasn’t feeling well....he only pulled 2,000 
|} ad-libs while I was there....Left Groucho and walked down the street 
| communing with nature and gasoline, when a gopher walks up to me and 
| says: ‘Mr. Berle, you are favorite .will 
tail?’ 


my comic... you autograph my 


Walt Disney’ 3 Menaces MAESTRO BARNET YENS 
ut-scare ario ; sorre T0 SLUG A NAZI SUB 


The Columbia Pictures flackery 
had a pet stunt bounce back at them 
out 


| 
last week. Publicists, with 5 af 





Charlie Barnet plans to step 


Karloff and Peter Lorre working in 
‘The Bogeyman Will Get You,’ had 
the bright idea of using the gim- 
mick Metro had worked with ‘Mini- | nas 
| ver,’ ie., asking the pic critics to 
select the 10 best menaces. 

Plan was tested on the Coast and 
wickered in a hurry when the re- 
viewers crossed them by placing 
three Walt Disney characters in the 
top slots. The witch of ‘Snow 
White’ was first, wolf of “Three 
Little Pigs’ second, and the cat in 
‘Pinocchio’ third. 


M-G Sets Dick Jurgens 
On Five-Picture Deal 


Dick Jurgens orchestra was Offi- 
cially set Thursday (20) on a five- 
picture deai with Metro, though 
contracts haven't been signed. Terms 


as leader of the band he’s now front- 





ing and join the Coast Gaurd. Leader 
and his 
cruiser to that branch of the service 
for sea patrol protection against sub- 
marines. He has not yet been en- 
listed officially, all that depending on 
physical examination. He will not 
| have a commission, 


signed himself cabin 


Barnet is committed to five or six 
weeks of theatre dates, hence will 
not leave the band until then. Mean- 
time he is searching for someone 
to take over the outfit. It’s felt that 
| it would be unwise to disband since 
‘there is a considerable amount of 
money tied up in the outfit. Morty 
Davis, Barnet’s road manager, wa 
inducted into the Army Monday ‘24). 














Col. Takes McKinney 





call for five films within five years Columbia Pix inked Duane Mc- 
on an option arrangement, each film | Kinney, legit juve, to a routine 
to take four weeks of the band’s |Seven-year pact with options. First 


time. | picture will be opposite Linda Dar- 
Jurgens closed at Frank Dailey’s|nell in ‘City Without Men’ after 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J.,| Which he does one of the leads in 
Sunday (22) night and follows | ‘Life ef (General) Billy Mitchell.’ 
Sammy Kaye into the Strand theatre, | 





He was seen on Broadway last sea- 


sical. He is a radio comedy writer. | Under Personal Management of EDWARD SHERMAN New York ;son in ‘Walk Into My Parlor.’ 
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GOVT. HELP FOR WAR SONGS 


1] FNRIIRACE Detroit Lures Talent to War Work: 


Flock of Radio People Have Broken 
Out in a Rash of Legit Playwriting F/CHT|NG TUNES Some Performers Double in Both 


Soldiers and sailors on leave 
are now enjoying the use of the 
palatial Beverly Hills estate 
owned by Corl Laemmle, Jr., 
with his sister acting as hostess 
in the owner’s absence. 
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Radio people have recently broken 
out in a rash of legit playwriting. 
One show currently in rehearsal is 
co-authored by a former radio ex- 
ecutive, and at least four others on 
Broadway schedules are by well- 

~ known radio people. In addition, 


Detroit, Aug. 25. 
Shortage of war workers here— 
not to mention the fat salaries be- 
ing paid in the Detroit arsenals— 
finds plenty of show folk red-eyed 

these days working double shifts. 
Typical of what is going on here 
as performers mingle war produc- 


Looking for Cripples 





New Music to Hypo Ameri- 
can Pulses and Sustain 
National Morale — First 
Step Toward Setting Liai- 
son With Every Branch of 


’ 


Screen juvenile prospects these 
days, unlike pre-war times, are 
deemed assets if they have 
some minor ailment which 
would make them not likely for 
immediate war duty. That’s why 


Se TEE a REL OI COE N LT IE I HO 


there are numerous other scripts — oo day, ae -” Show Biz Including Films, one talent scout delighted in tion haber what hang eeees * = 
. : a letter from a soldier: ‘I wis : sting a ju- ‘maintaining civilian morale,’ e 
wenignntiag ass oe pieny ee to thank you for your gen- Radio, Bands and Legit ed age ay oe proms had Snyder, md at the Haymarket, 1s 
tion by those familiar in the radio erosity and great kindness in two children and an aged doubling at the Secco Laboratories, 
trade. permitting your estate, swim- mother and father dependent where he works from 8-12 hours 
Now in rehearsal and scheduled ming pool, and everything to RATED MAJOR NEED upon him. daily in charge of war materials. 
for a Broadway opening Labor Day| Pe used by the boys on leave To top this, another eastern Another one beating out double- ; 
week, after a road tryout, is ‘Janie,’ a the armed ie Sora talent scout found joy in un- | time, is maestro Lowry Clark, who 
which Brock Pemberton is produc- ee eS ee Washington, Aug. 25. earthing a strawhat prospect |leads his band nights and puts in 


u, life would b sier for us ] i ' 
you, life would be easier Comprehensive plans for the who was OK excepting that he a full shift at a war plant. Several 














ing. It is co-authored by Josephine lads. The food is swell.’ a ss ‘had bum gams, sure to keep him of the small-time acts which played ’ 
Bentham and Herschel V. Williams, Pvt. Laemmle got the letter Orernanent to aid in and encourage! out of the draft. for peanut money as compared to : 
from the former’s novel of the same — cr agen. Deacon 4 rae the writing of rousing war songs— what a mechanic can earn with his : 
name. Williams, until recently head vee te Mae a > 7 : ‘ah said recently by William B. Lewis, Hillbillies Substitute overtime have wasned out their acts : 
of daytime radio at the Ruthrauff & ain Feceiind pA ga se of the office of War Information ‘for the duration.’ : 
Ryan gael Pe en .—— hes known as one of the hardest Bureau, to be a major psychological For Goldwyn Troupe Situation is becoming acute in the 


the Army. 

Army camp. 
Tentatively scheduled for an Octo- 

ber opening on Broadway is ‘The 


matter of ‘lines’ in the niteries. Since 
most of the femmes aren’t up to 
the demands of working two shifts 


working soldiers in the outfit. 


need—are shaping up and may be 
submitted to all branches of the 
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Indian Sign,’ a comedy about show 
business, by N. Richard Nussbaum, 
a staff director with NBC in Chicago. 
George D. Gersene is the producer. 

‘Topsy,’ a musical version of ‘Un- 
cle Tom’s Cabin,’ has been adapted 
by Yasha Frank, of the CBS music- 
production staff. Hallmark Produc- 
tions has announced it for fall pres- 
entation in New York. 

“Needle in the Haystack,’ Milton 
Berle’s musical comedy slated for 
midwinter premiere on Broadway 
by the Shuberts (Harry Kaufman), 
has a book by Phil Rapp, regular 
comedy writer of the Fannie Brice- 
Frank Morgan program for General 
Foods. 


‘The Legend of Lou,’ on which 
Empire Productions, a new firm, 
took an option last week, is by 


Stephen Gage Gross, director of ‘Our 
Gal Sunday’ and ‘Lorenzo Jones,’ 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert serials. 
Gross previously authored ‘One Good 
Year’ and 
Lait on ‘The Hookup,’ the latter a 
comedy about radio. Both were 
failures. 


Max Wylie’s Play 


Max Wylie, former v.-p. and radio | 
lackett-Sample-Hum- | 


director of 


mert, Chicago, and previously script 


editor of CBS, collaborated with 
Milton Geiger, radio writer, on a 
play about a hypothetical invasion 


of New England by the Nazis. 
was given a summer theatre tryout 
last season and has been seriously 
considered for Broadway production 
by several managers since then, but 
is still going the rounds. 

Knowles Entrikin and Howard 
Breslin, well known radio writing 
team, also have a comedy that was 
given a strawhat test last summer 
and has been on the verge of New 
York presentation since then. 


Dave Levy, director of ‘We, the 
People’ for the Young & Rubicam 
agency, has just completed a play 
about the radio business Ann 
Louise Barley, radio writer now 


with the War Department in Wash- 
ington, also has a partly-completed 
comedy about the broadcasting biz 
Lynn Stone and Addy Richton, co- 
authors of the current ‘Keeping Up 
With Rosemary’ program and 


numerous other shows, likewise have | 


a legit script localed in the studios. 
And Helen Walpole, scripter of the 
‘Backstage Wife’ and ‘Stella Dallas’ 
Scripts for Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert, New York, has completed the 
first draft of a stage drama. 
Norman Corwin, currently doing 
‘An American in England’ by short- 
wave to the U. S., has been working 
off and on for about two years on 
a legit play. Kenneth Webb, writer- 
director at the B. B. D. & O. agency 
and co-author of ‘Gay Divorcee’ and 
numerous other legit shows, pictures 
and sketches, has been working on 
a script for Broadway. Arch Oboler 


has had a play going the rounds for- 


the last two or three seasons. And 
Gertrude Berg, author-actress-pro- 
ducer of ‘The Goldbergs’ serial, is 


supposed to be adapting material | repertory 
from the program for a comedy for | He'll play himself in ‘Private Miss 
John Golden i Jones’ for Metro. 
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Pons Insistence on Doing 


Met Opener Cues ‘Lucia’ 
As Premiere for 1942-43 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. will 
open its 1942-43 schedule with ‘Lucia 
Di Lammermoor,’ which was off the 





boards last season. Opera will be 
brought back into the repertoire 


with Lily Pons as its star and either 
Jan Peerce or Martinelli 
as the lead tenor. 

Opera, a favorite of Miss Pons, 
will be given because Miss Pons is 
understood to have insisted on an 
opening night for her over execu- 
tive protests. It was pointed out to 
the soprano that opening night al- 
ways sells out and since her per- 


Giovanni 


| formances do so anyway, it was not 


collaborated with Jack | desirable 


lose two sold-out per- 
formances. But the soprano, enter- 
ing her 12th year with the Met, was 
adamant, 


to 


Peerce would normally be the 
choice to sing opposite Miss Pons, 
but the Met may consider Martinelli 
as an honor choice since he’s start- 
ing his 30th successive season as a 
tenor at the Ettore 
will conduct. 


WAAC’S DIRECTOR GUEST 


house. 
Panizza 


FOR SPITALNY SUN. (30) 


Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby, director 
of the WAAC, will make her first | 
appearance on a commercial pro- | 


gram Sunday night (30) on the Phil 


| Spitalny ‘Hour of Charm’ broadcast 


on WEAF-NBC for General Electric. 
She will talk from the WAAC Camp 


at Des Moines, probably interview- 
ing a member of the organization 
who had been commissioned that 
| morning Regular portion of the 
show will originate in New York. 

Kay Wynn, of the B. B. D. & O 
agency, goes to Des Moines to ar- 
range details of the pickup. David 
White directs the series 


Reinhart Moves to Metro 





Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
Wolfgang Reinhart, former asso- 
ciate producer at Warners, drew a 


contract at Metro, with ‘Next of Kin’ 
a; his first production. 

Picture, written by Gina Kaus and 
Jay Dratler, is slated as a starrer for 
Joan Crawford 


Iturbi in M-G Pic 
icons Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 25. 
Jose Iturbi, pianist and conductor 
of the Rochester Philharmonic or- 


| chestra, will add film acting to his 


music business within the next fort- 
night. 


Initial steps to frame a program 
were taken today (Tuesday) at a 





get-together of ail Government 





agencies concerned in wheoping up 
public support for the war effort and} 
sustaining national morale. This is| 
the first move toward designating | 
some particular agency or individual 
as the liaison with music publishers, 


orchestras. 

With a hearty response to his re- 
cent N. Y. speech calling for tunes 
that will hypo American 
Lewis is seeking to sell to Federal 
officials the importance of not nég- 


warfare. He has been 
around various departments 
enough success so that the huddle 
was called. 

In the near future, it is likely 


another N. Y. meeting will be held, 
with all branches of the music busi- 


| A. & C. DON’T FORGET 


Cuffo For Their Old Burlesque Boss, 
Geo. Young, in Cleve. 


Aug 
As a tribute to a Clevelander who 


Neveland, 25. 


helped pave the way to Broadway 
for them, Abbott & Costello climbed 


of 





up on the burlesque rostum 
George Young’s Roxy last week to do 
in his honor. 


a 20-minute show 


It was about seven years ago that 


radio comics made the 


BOU 
burlesk emporiun Your yperal 
of Back Stage Club as well as the 
Roxy and seve 

credited as the ‘ 
ered Abbott & Costello by i 
jing New York agent 
Boys didn’t forget the favor 
| ing for the Treasury Department’ 
| Defense Bond drive, they rearranged 
their schedule so they could spend 
| two days in Cleveland with their 
| old friend. Appearances at this tiny 
itheatre were not commercialized, but 
inewspapers gave it such a terrific 
ballyhoo as a sentimental gesture of 
itwo stars who earn approximately 
$400,000 each yearly that the house 
had customers figuratively hanging 
| on the rafters. 


Although 


ng them to 


Tout 


they had originally in- 
tended to take a brief bow, they 
ended up by doing their baseball 
iskit and reviving their original bur- 
ilesk routine. Only thing they missed 


|}was Lou Costello’s classic 28-minute 


On ‘Vox Pop’ Program 


Despite the written agreement 
with Ruthrauff & Ryan, ad agency 
handling the ‘Vox Pop’ program, 
Sam Goldwyn took a powder from 
the broadeast scheduled for Aug. 31. 

Following last program, which 
airs on Monday, the agency checked 
with film producer before bringing 
the radio crew to the Coast and got 


songwriters, the broadcasting and 
film industries, legitimate theatre 
producers, dance instructors and! 


pulses, | 


crusading | director. 
with} come 


ness invited to attend. Everybody 
interested in songs, those who pur- 
(Continued on page 44) 


the w.k. jingle-jangle. Only excuse, 
and they figured this out themselves, 
is that the picture, ‘They Got Me 
Covered,’ must be behind schedule 
and since ‘Vox Pop’ would air from 
i the Coast at 5 p.m. Goldwyn would 
| rather skip the plug than the shoot- 
| ing time. 

| Original. program and_ written 
|agreement called for personal ap- 
| pearance of Bob Hope, Dorothy La- 


lecting this aspect of psychological} mour, Goldwyn and David Butler, 
Replacement program will 
where 
Parks Johnson and Warren Hull will 


from Branson, Mo., 


quiz a troupe of legit hillbillies. 


POWER JOINS MARINES; 
FONDA, 37, INTO NAVY 


Tyrone Power enlisted in the U. S. 


| Marine Corps in Washington Mon- 
|day (24) and was granted. inactive 
status until October when he reports 


at Camp Elliott near San Diego, 
Calif., for basic training. The 20th} 
| Century-Fox star hopes to be as- 
signed to a Glider unit 

Last April Power applied for a 
specialists rating in the Navy, ‘but 
before this application was acted | 


upon he decided to join the Marines 


upon completion of his current 
picture 

Henry Fonda, screen star, joined 
the Navy as an apprentice seaman 
Monday (24) and is scheduled to re- 
port for duty after five days. Aged 
37, Fonda enlisted on the ly, not 


re agent H 
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Autry’s Ex-Agent Sued 
By P.A. for 256 Divvy 


Gene Aut 


damage suit 


> of a 
filed Good- 


|} ale, press agent, against Harry Wurt- 


by George 


zel, talent agent, charging violation 
1936. 
Autry’s 


1 in February, 1936, and 


of an oral contract made in 


Goodale charges he was 
publicity mz 
sign 


persusé 


er'’s 


promise to tur! 
percentage of the 
Action declares 
ne $50,000 in the 
years and demands at least half that 


cowboy — star’ 
Wurtzel 


tu } 
tw 


earnings. 
} tid 


; Sah 
ads CULMCLULOU Aadt 


|monolog of their trials and tribula- | amount furtzel recently settled 
ltions on this tour of .70-odd cities, his managerial pact with Autry for 
which panicked reporters at their | $20.000 when the Republic yw boy 
I j the local press star enlisted in the Army Air Force 
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waitress field. 
;}come 





it is a choice between show biz and 
helping win the war, at a better 
salary. It actually doesn’t make 
much of a choice of it and plenty 
of niteries are beginning to feel the 
shortage of the hoofers as the girls 
head for production. 

Estimates here are that before the 
year is out there will be upward of 
75,000 femmes employed in the De- 
troit arsenals which also has created 
a shortage in the lower-salaried 
That situation has be- 
markedly acute with the 
downtown restaurants here planning 


ito go on five-day weeks and swing- 


around arrangements to tide them 
through the shortage of girls. Nite- 


ries, which need the more competent 
waitresses, are in worse shape since 
unskilled help apt to spill the 
soup over the soup-and-fish any 
moment. 

By the looks of things here musi- 
cal shows and such will be plenty 
jittery playing Detroit. They’re apt 
to loose a good chunk of the chorus 
for what girl can resist $125 a week 
as compared to $50—not to mention 
the patriotic appeals that the plants 
here are putting out for help in win- 
ning the war. 
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OW DIZ On IN ith Uncle Sam S. Wiihiver all W ar DON 
' | 
. i 
eyye © © 
ut Dillion in Sept. Looks No Cinc ! Wateriown, Mass, Avg. 18 
° Editor, ‘Variety’: 
. a I saw ‘Mrs, Miniver.’ What is the matter with our theatre managers? 
1 They missed a great opportunity to be of service to our country. Mil- 
With five days to go before the | D’Artagnan Spirit lions of war stamps could be sold if they gave a short talk before the 
opening gun in the motion picture | | picture is thrown on the screen reminding the people in the audience 
industry’s campaign to send the rie that stamps may be purchased in the lobby of the theatre. 
September $1,000,000,000 war bond | _ Minneapolis, Aug. 25 | If they would do this, I defy any mother or father to pass by the 
drive over the top, all the showmen Exhibitors who have been un- war stamp booth without emptying his pockets to buy war stamps. 
involved already have done a ter- | friendly and at loggerheads for The picture shows just what may and can happen to us if we do not 
vific job of pre-selling. When the | years, fighting each other in | get behind our fighting men 100°. 
*$33.000,000 Commando’ execs, each | competitive situations, now are | Please do not ignore this letter. You can sell this idea to every 
pledged to sell a million in bonds,| uaffing from the same loving | theatre manager all over the country. 
meet for the Sept. 1 breakfast in| CUPS at regional war bond and | I am a mother of a girl. She must live to enjoy the peace that is to 
Stanton Griffis’ apartment in New| ‘Stamp sales meetings being held | follow this world slaughter. We can insure the peace and liberty for 
York, it is expected that fulfillment| throughout the country prelimi- our children by buying war stamps. Let’s get in this fight together, 
of this pledge will be announced. nary to the big September drive. , mothers and fathers of America, and ‘Variety.’ 
A dozen of the ‘commandos’ have : i} Wake them up! A short talk will not spoil the picture, but no talk 
already reached their quota, John ss _— — may spoil our lives. } 
Balaban, of Chicago, being the first Berlin Turns Over 5006 Ww WAR | Mrs. Thomas Harrington 
to reach his $1,000,000 objective. ‘ ’ . ILLIE HO D | (770 Belmont St.) 
While advance reports from other ] t] tallm t A Twenty - fifth successful week, a 
Sources indicate that the $1,000,- SU IMS ent on rmy “Priorities of 1942” at the 46th " 
060.000 ge! wil be reaches, | rgfits to Army Relief ott reat Mme . wine| JOINT BOARD WILL 
; cautioned that it will be no cinch ro its, to rmy elle | “The hellowing sound of Willie em eeves 
and may yet fail. All show biz ~ | Howard’s operatic style were and OPERATE N y CANTEEN 
feels it’s on trial with Uncle Sam p tati f heck for $500 are immortally comic.”"—BROOKS e Se x \ 
. resentation a chec or $500,- i ; be 
: Next Monday (31) Secreiary Mor-| go, 4. oman © Berli : : | ATKINSON, New York Times a | 
; enth; wil] } ta or f fil v bY rving : eriin, author anc “Always magnificent — tremend- | Sale 
g n au Wil nos a group oO iim i e orn: \ ’ - | 
; é. . ee !producer of ‘This Is the Army,’| gysiv ¢ -oughout.”-—-RICH-!| It has been decided that a joint 
oy } a yy J ously funny throughou 
stars in the U. S. Treasury dining | Dato ww. Mai G . . 2 
| I aa Philli son a n ‘behalf. of | Tribe WATE. > MH. Ys NOES) heard ot 90 le to eyenete the Amer. ° 
rv ° son, oO Dé oO ribune,. . , 
the Army E aa F rea _|ean Theatre Wing’s Stage Door Can- 
‘ 9 i¢ rmy mergency und, was ‘One of the great funhy men of p hH ; HT S ve 
Command Performance’ | part of NBC's weekly ‘Army Hour’ | the American stage.’—BOB SYL-| teen in N. Y. That plan was chosen 
oe — ; Sunday (22) afternoon. The money | VESTER, New York Daily News. to correct a number of instances of 
War Department’s ‘Command Pa Nensng or Rote first profit =f friction in the Canteen, apparently 
Performance’ will be recorded | ‘tment, which K is now esti- ’ ° er ; ome ‘ 
ate vad, ansaid B a0 fr amable on too many zealous per- f 
in Washington, Aug. 30, before a mated will reach $5,000,000 from the Peaslee S Bond Selling y p Memphis, Aug. 25. 
distinguished gathering which show itself, the motion picture ver- sons attempting to interpret the It took the Motion Picture Indus- 
may include President Roose- sion, sale of songs and records. Plan May Be a Model rules or add new ones. try’s September War Bond Cam- 
aypli ; ‘ 9 - , : ne . . . 
velt as participant in a personal th —o said that B. pind ym =< New board or committee will have ng" to a entire vice - 
message to troops overseas. me ESS DOVER Were WES apewee F il il T five appointed by the Wing and five | ‘s town together ona project fo 
In talent lineup will be Bing | #4 he estimated that when the or owns by the Canteen volunteers. Wing | ‘he first time in years. 
, 2; ate nap hae show finales -— 2 . ¥ “ jez si ickering: 
Crosby, Dinah Shore, Kay Kyser, it will peng hy Bigs ge ‘ hotagg conceived and finances the Canteen, oun wil dn Gites P sid - 
Charlotte Greenwood, James Bagh ee ee ee Minneapolis, Aug. 25. but recognizes the right of the ardent oe . at 
Cagney. Charles Laught Hed half-million-dollar check included P ‘ / : ; | terests in distribution and exhibition 
agney, Charles Laughton, Hedy the $250 dues the fil Because of the great success en- | workers in the servicemen’s oasis bilized ut over the mid 
Lamarr, Marian, Anderson, Ab- ~ 000 advance on the film | ioved by E. L. Peaslee’s theatre in| to have equal representation in the | TO2MIZeC to pu — 
bott and Costello and Frank | P@id by Warners and it is figured |G) water. Minn. a town of 5,000 joint body south’s contribution to the billion- 
i : c é an Aner tio gg > 1 ° - 2, ’ ) Vy. tre 
Black’s orchestra. that the picture should net $3,000,- | ;,, selling war bonds and stamps, the dollar drive. 
0C0 =Stated that the expenses to|w.,. Activities Committee here is i Brought together at the Peabody 
| dete amount to only $20,557. Pow “lp ° . hotel, theatre owners, circuit man- 
: ‘ ‘ " ; de ae . |recommending that other exhibitors A The t | , : ’ 
room in Washington, teeing off the | ‘Army’ will -not have a week's throughout the territory adopt it merican a re Ing ,agers, and Film Row heard Dod- 
drive with a ‘world premiere.’ | layoff after the Broadway date and : — |dridge Nichols, county war savings 
ie. . Under the Peaslee plan, women’s “s : 
Among those at the luncheon will|is now slated to open in Washing- ; a aad Bete aa Stage Door Canteen Capers | chairman. and Harry Martin, amuse- 
— <i “i a ns groups are organized to supervise NEW YORK ; hea : ‘ acelin | 
b2 Greer Garson, Hedy _ Lamarr, | ton Sept. 29 at $5 top. Date at the |i. pond and stamp sales in the the- | ' | monte editor of The Comme rela 
Irene Dunne, Ann Rutherford, Vir- | Notional will be approximately two preding Each group takes over on a | Appeal, explain that “you re defi- 
ginia Gilmore, James Cagney, Ab- | weeks different night. The women are in|} A? all-time record last Saturday nitely on the spot, chide them for 
bott & Costello, Charles Laughton, —_—_—_—_—_—_——_ charge of booths and also actively | 2ight—4,200 service men. The place | failure to pull together in the past 
Edward Arnold, together with high . + solicit purchases The groups rep- | was jumpin’. To commemorate the | 0. civic matters, and then call for 
Washington officials and members Grossinger S $250 C600 resent various organizations | occasion, genial Dick Moon, who was | action. 
of the industry’s campaign commit- ? On certain nights in the P< aslee |On the door with his brother treas- The trade responded with alacrity. 
tee such as Si Fabian, Francis Har- oe j}house every purchaser of a $25 war lurers, handed the 4,200th man, a; Former refusals to serve because 
mon and Oscar Doob. After the Allen Prescott originated his Blue | bond receives a free theatre admis- | Sailor, one of his favorite brand of | so-and-so was running the show 
luncheon a bond and stamp selling network broadcast Saturday night|sion. The record amount of bonds |} ©!84!5—a Corona-Corona. os longer heard. fo a peti 
rally will be ~held on the steps of | (99) from Grossinger’s, in the N. Y. land stamps -sold under this plan in | Razzed by his confreres for his ex-| the crowded room pledged its com- 
(Continued on page 29) | Catskills, as a hypo for War Bond la single night at the theatre was | tavagant taste, Dick explains it this! plete cooperation. The mobiliza- 
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itown of Liberty, near Grossinger’s, _ —- 
PAPERS SOLICIT ACTORS: and how it got its name 135 vears | : | The sailor didn’t get the point, but; tember sale. Under him committees 
avo . IX Fouow the Troops jhe sure appreciated the light Harry| were quickly established and put 
. Admish to the Prescott broadcast | Rus Nelmes offered him, and he went in| t _ worl a 
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week, outfit having a N. Y. address, | 9 + | getting the worst of it. The gob j and south, w ith picture departments 
but the weekly tor which the ad: + nc e S Roll (a | +| finally turned to several sol- especially going overboard to back 
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Brit. May Be Coin Unfreezing Basis 


7% 








While American film companies 
still await some action by the Brit- 
ish treasury in unfreezing some 
$50,000,000 of U. S. distributors 
coin tied up in England, the pur- 
pose of the visit by R. C. G. Somer- 
vell, Undersecretary to British 
Board of Trade, to Washington this 
week, remains cloaked in mystery. 
Though ostensibly coming to the 
U. S. to conclude a new monetary 
pact, N. Y. trade generally is ask- 
ing what prompted him to make the 
long trek, and many are skeptical 
ot overly optimistic London reports 
that both the frozen millions and 
future remittances are to be handed 
over to U. S. distribs in the imme- 
diate future. 

There is considerable awareness in 
film circles as to _ potentialities 
wrapped up in Somervell’s visit. 
Not likely to be officially divulged 
just what he has in mind, but Amer- 
ican picture officials don’t believe 
the trip is simply to signature a 
release of presently impounded 
funds or agree to the free flow of 
U. S. film coin from England in the 
future. | 

While not professing to know just 
what Somervell will say or offer in 
Washington, foreign sales managers 
would not be surprised if an ate 
tempt is not made to link the frozen 
ccin situation with Britain’s quota 
film production, particularly in its 
post-war r mifications. Just whether 
or not the $50,000,000 now im- 
pounded in Britain would be made 
a trading point to force American 
companies to enlarge their quota 
film-making in England after the 

(Continued on page 27) 





‘Indignant Exhibitors 
Forum’ of Cincy Lists 
Sundry Indignities 


Cincinnati, Aug. 25. 


Newly formed Indignant Exhibit-| 
| March, and after making survey of 


ors Forum, whose members operate 
84 nabes in Greater Cincy, at its 
second weekly meeting Aug. 22, went 
on record ‘to resist in all legal and 
effective ways the demands of pro- 
ducers-distributors for excessive film 
rentals and increased admission 
prices.’ 

The group also approved the reso- 
lution recently adopted by directors 
of the Allied States Association of 
Motion Picture Exhibitors at Pitts- 


burgh, protesting ‘high film rentals, | 


terms and cornditions imposed on ex- 
hibitors.’ 

Willis Vance, who has four houses, 
is chairman of the IEF. Other mem- 
bers are Frank W. Huss, of the As- 
sociated Theatres (6); Harold Bern- 
Stein, Plaza, Norwood; Charles 
Ackerman, Sunset and Glenway 
theatres, Price Hill; Victor Keffel, 
the Esquire, Chevwood and Wood- 
lawn, Western Hills; and Mike 
Spanagle, of the Maurice White 
chain of nabes. 

Indignations listed Vance are: 
1) Over the way distributors have 
increased film rentals and preferred 
playing time for percentage pictures. 
2) Concerning non-operation of 
consent decree that is ‘contrary to 
the wishes of the U. S. Government 
and affects availabilities of pictures 


by 


contrary to contractural relations. 3) 
n the matter ‘that distributors and 


producers, through the operation of 


the consent decree, are making more 
money at the exhibitors’ expense.’ 

_ Vance reported that the IEF filed 
indignant protests about availability 
dates with Paramount on ‘Beyond 
the Blue Horizon’ and with Universal 
on ‘Eagle Squadron.’ 








Willkie’s Hop 

Wendell Willkie, chairman of 
20th-Fox directorate, is scheduled to 
hop off for Russia within the next 
week or 10 days on a Government 
mission. 

He may attend a meeting of 20th- 
Fox directors before leaving N. Y. 


at 8 saan sa oe 
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Benny Now in Business 


Sacramento, Aug. 25. 
Jack Benny Productions, Inc., filed 
papers with the secretary of state, 
listing Benny, Loyd Wright and 
Myrt Blum as directors. Capitaliza- 
tion is 5,000 shares of stock at no 
par value. Company will produce 


motion pictures and cartoons for 
United Artists release. 
Another company filing papers 


was Sydney M. Williams Produc- 
tions, Inc., designed to engage in all 
forms of public entertainment. In 
addition to Williams, the directors 
are Eugene S. Goodman and B. 
Burger. 


KOERNER RULES 
OUT PRESTIGE 
PIX AT RKO 


—_—__—. 





Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Prestige and high cost artistic fea- 
tures will be ignored in all future 
plans of RKO, and company’s en- 
tire production setup will be aimed 
to supply commercial and _ salable 
pictures to benefit both the ex- 
changes and theatre customers. 

Definite policy for studio and pro- 
duction Operation of RKO was ad- 
mitted by Charles W. Koerner, head 
of production, who stated that ar- 
tistic and prestige films of dubious 
boxoffice merit are out for his re- 
gime. Eastern heads of the com- 
pany are stated to be in fullest ac- 
cord with Koerner, as officers have 
checked over the books and discov- 
ered red ink returns on artistic pro- 
ductions. 

Koerner 
from the 


studio 
last 


the 
end 


sent to 
theatre 


was 


RKO 


the production situation, was asked 
to line up a program for the 1942- 
43 season. This job was completed 
within four months and Koerner ap- 
pointed head of production. A few 
pictures carrying over from previ- 
company commitm appear 
on the RKO releasing schedule, but 


ous 


these deals, most prominent being 
the Orson Welles features, contin- 
ued from arrangements made by 


officers. 

his commercial 
policy, Koerner 
stated that his entire studio organ- 
was geared to that proced- 
ure, while his long film buying and 


former company 
Commenting 
film production 


on 


booking experience in the theatre 
field impressed the value of head- 
liners and important personalities 


hoxoffice necessities. 


as 





STANTON GRIFFIS TO 


D.C. FOR WAR EFFORT 


Stanton Griffis, chairman of Para- 
roount’s executive committee, left 
New York last Monday (24) night 
for Washington, where he joins Col. 
'William J Donovan Office of 
Strategic Service Griffis still is 
| chairman of special events activitie: 
of the Navy Relief, but his active | 
work is completed since the full | 
program of events has been lined 
up. Since he became _ chairman, 
the Navy Relief raised close to 
$19,000,000. 

Griffis’ status with Par remains 


unchanged, although he remains off 


t” company payroll, status which 
has prevailed since he removed him- 
self last April to enter full-time 
activity with Navy Relief organiza- 


tion. He also is chairman of the 
Madison Square Garden directorate, 
and understood this relationship still 
is unchanged. Reported that Griffis 
raans carrying on his duties as Par 
executive committee chief besides 


ihis new Washington post, which he 


accepted aS a wartime duty. 
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LIMIT oGHEDULED 
ALTERNATE IDEA 


WPB Cues Industry on These 
Possibilities, Due to ‘Pos- 
sible Increasing Difficul- 
ties’—Electric Power, Part 
Replacements and Other 
Physical Necessities a Fac- 


tor As War Goes On 


11 P.M. CURFEW PLAN 


Possibility that picture houses will 
have to consider shuttering one day 
weekly, as in the last war, or other- 
wise curtail operations possibly by 
shorter programs and limited hours 
of exhibition as in England, came 
closer last week as War Production 
Board officials in Washington gave 
notice that keeping all theatres open 
during the war ‘will become _ in- 
creasingly difficult. At the same 
time increased tempo of war pro- 
duction, with added siphoning off of 
electric power to defense plants, 
further pointed to development of 
a serious problem. 

Shortly after war broke out opin- 
ion was voiced by some elements in 
official D. C. quarters that it might, 
before long, become necéssary to 
pool picture house operation in vari- 
ous parts of the country with the 
object of darkening approximately 
one-third of the theatres in the U.S. 
so that the remaining two-thirds 
could stay open. The report, pub- 
lished last spring in ‘Variety,’ was 
then considered fantastic by show- 
men unable to understand why Gov- 
ernment officials should think of 
theatre closings. 

Last week at a meeting in which 
representatives of the WPB air con- 
ditioning, copper, plumbing and 
heating divisions and members of 
the film and legitimate theatres in- 
dustry advisory committee partic- 
ipated, it was indicated that cur- 
tailment of theatre operations should 
be anticipated owing to difficulties 
in connection with air-conditioning, | 


copper and fuel oil supplies and the | 
conversion of heating equipment 
from oil to coal. 
Save Raw Materials 
Majority of those attending the 


Production Skeds; ‘Problem’ Film 
To Be Held Back Due to Conservation 





| credit 





session were of the opinion that 
shortages in materials needed by the 
entertainment. industry would 
come acute before long. In order 
to maintain operations on as near | 
normal a basis as possible for the 
longest period of time, N. G. Bur- 
leigh, chief of the services branch 
of the WPB, again pointed out to 
(Continued on page 30) 
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Flamm, Schmidlapp 
In On Rowland Pic 





Bill Rowland’s indie 
firm, shooting a musical 


producing 


in the east, | 





| Patterson 





q RKO h: 


|}and had applied for $2,800,000 to help | 


22 


| has a release deal with Producers 
| Releasing Corp. 

Donald Flamm ex-prexy of 
WMCA, New York radio station, ha 
a piece of the setup. Howard 
Schmidlapp, an officer in the Row- 

f of the i”) ot 


land Corp., put in mo 


Patterson the Key-Man In 


served as a $l-a-year man 


on war financing. 
Patterson’s reward from RKO was 
a new contract, with considerable 


England | 


salary boost. 


3.500.000 in 


id 
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Lee Marcus to 20th 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

20th-Fox has placed Lee Marcus 
under a producer contract and is 
scheduled to take over films orig- 
inally slated for Ralph Deitrich who 
goes into the Signal Corps. 

Marcus had been with RKO for 
several years and recently made 
‘The Spoilers’ at Universal. 


EXHIBS WOULD 
CUT CREDITS T0 
SAVE FILM 


Minneapolis, Aug. 25. 

Exhibitors and the public alike 
would welcome the eliminaticn of all 
the credit blurbs that now start off 
all films. This is indicated here where 
the proposal, advanced in the inter- 
est of film conservation, is indorsed 
by John J. Friedl, Minnesota Amus 
Co. (Paramount) president, and Har- 
old Field, independent circuit owner. 

One good effect of the proposed 
elimination would be to curtail a pic- 
ture’s running time and thus enable 
the exhibitor to shorten his show 
where a larger turnover is possible 
and essential, Friedl points out. 

Both Friedl and Field feel that the 
vast bulk of fans don’t care a whoop 
who’s responsible for the costuming 
or even the authorship, etc., are actu- 
ally bored by the lengthy introduc- 
tions and, at times, become impatient 
for the story to get under way. Friedl 
says he himself never remembers the 
names of those mentioned in the 
lines and that his managers 
say the same goes for patrons. 

Minnesota Amus, theatres now post 
the names of the cast in their lobbies 
for the benefit of patrons who wish 
to refresh themselves regarding, cer- 
tain roles. If the credit lines go off 
the screen they could be posted in 
the lobbies along with the cast for 
all who might interested, Fried! 
points out. 


KORDA IN LONDON 


Produce There—Deal as Metro 
Producer Aiso Reported 





. 








be 





May 


Sir Alexander Korda came into} 
from the Coast over the week- | 


N. Y. 


end and immediately planed out for | 


London, where he has been preceded 


by his wife, Merle Oberon. Whether | 
| he will produce ‘War and Peace,’ 
Tolstoy classic, in England remain 
problematical, tnough he could line 
1) i impre¢ lVé t r} | 
V Le La r ce ) r 
R 1 Richi I David é 
and othe f he ho i be so 
ed. 
Meantime Kord name j Y: 
ked ji mnectio p 
under e Me » banne [ ‘ 
« terms of h contract wit 
" . : [ ed Artists, Korda can make two | 
RKO’s Brit. $2,000,000 outside picture When the M-G 
Richard C. Patterson. Jr.. chair- | deal will materialize is also uncer- 
|man of the RKO board, it is ag beg _— Korda is expected to be 
vealed now, was influential in get- |'" England for four or five week: 
lting the major portion of the com- |#"¢ possibly longer. 
|pany’s coin in Great Britain un-| Insofar as production abroad is 
frozen. | concerned, though studio space is at 
Other important film execs made | a premium in England, with Denham 
unsuccessful try at thawing out the | the only studio available for oui 
| $2,000,000 in frozen currency, but | side producers reportedly booked up 
| Patterson had the aid of Secretary | 16 months in advance, this would 
'Henry Morgenthau, Jr., for whom | present no problem to Korda should 


he decide to produce over 
Korda, who built the Denham studio, 


from accounts has priority on fa- 
cillites if he should decide to use 
them 

There is also a possibility that 


Korda may undertake some special 


jnew financing, but only was OKd assignment in the British govern- 
the $2,000,000. ment service. 
gee BB 2 See eA YT PL vagy yerr? Ore Ne a ae FEA, PRA 


a 





there. | 
the 
‘Lifeline,’ 
running in London. 
deal to cover picture rights 
pending. 


| Miller’s 
|duced by Lester Cowan, 





Pictures with major production 
and location problems, some already 
in preparation and others scheduled 
for production this year, will likely 
be set back indefinitely at some of 
the major studios. Questionable, also, 


whether all the pictures made this 
year will be released during the 
1942-43 selling season, this having 


yet to be determined, as at 20th-Fox, 
in relation to the holdover power of 
product already on hand. 

Companies such as Paramount, 
Warners and 20th-Fox, where studios 
have hit the formula for turning out 
a specific percentage of A product, 
are already geared for tightened pro- 
duction schedules. 

Barney Balaban has backed pracs 
tice of going in mainly for top bud- 
get pictures and curtailment of B 
budgeters as an effective means of 
coping with current industry de- 
velopments. Warners and 20th- have 
followed suit. Of the four major 
producer-distrbis Metro remains the 
only company still retaining large 
B production units. 

20th-Fox, with 30 pictures defi- 
nitely scheduled for 1942-43 release, 

(Continued on page 29) 


On-the-Fence Foreign 
Nations Favor Lighter 
United Newsreel Shots 


Establishment of regular transpor- 
tation facilities to expedite ship- 
ments, an early stumbling block, of 
the United Newsreel to ‘on-the- 
fence’ foreign countries is reflected 
in recent reports received in N. Y. 
from nations where the reel Has 
been received on schedule. Reports 
from such spots as South Africa, the 
Gold Coast country, Portugal and 
several other foreign lands shows 
that the fourth and fifth issues of 
United Newsreel have come through. 

It is expected that, as shipping 
schedules become more routined, 
N. Y. headquarters will get reports 
on more recent editions of United 
Newsreel. Thirteenth edition is 
slated to be printed this week. The 
reel is issued every week in some 
ll different languages. 

While first issues contained too 
many marching men, according to 
the requested criticism from differ- 
ent nations getting the reel, that has 
been remedied with lighter material 
for contrast to the usual coverage of 





United Nations military prepara- 
tions. 

Subsequent editions have carried 
a diversity of material to point up 
that, while the U. S. and other 
United Nations may be. girding 
| themselves for armed conflict, the 


normal course of life ina Democracy 
was not being eliminated by the vast 


Jram 
progral 


Metro, Paramount, Universal, 20th- 
Fox and RKO, the five companies 
listributing newsreels, are handling 

United Newsreel in various 
countries where it is shipped, each 
compa being assigned pecific 

rket Thus, when the newsreel 
down in Sweden, Paramount’s 

ii ! facilities ee that the 
reel get to ext ibitor S. Nhen it ar- 
rives in Turkey, RKO may see that 


imilar distribution is accorded. Not 
revealed just which distributor has 


certain countfies but the entire for- 
eign market supposed to be covered 


by United Newsreel is covered com- 
pletely by such setup. 


Col. In on Gil Miller’s 


London Play, ‘Lifeline’ 
Columbia is reportedly buying into 
York legit production of 
Gilbert Miller play now 
Understood that 
also 


New 


Intec 1s 


year released 
Retirement,’ pro- 


Columbia last 


‘Ladies in 


ors 5 
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WPB Ratings on Raw Film: Newsreels 


Come First, Then Army and Govt. Pix, 
Thirdly War Features, Then the Rest 





Washington, Aug. 25. | 

Film industry heads were today 
more or less told by War Production 
Board officials how raw film stock 
is to be divided up, and more or less 
the industry agreed to the proposed 
split. Though not embodied in any 
formal decree as yet, the WPB di- 
rective, which places regular enter- | 
tainment film production in the 
fourth and last priority category, | 
will have to stand. 

Newsreels, however, emerged vir- 
tually unscatched by the temporary 
classification, and will get all the 
film they need ahead of all others, 
including the Army and Navy. In 
addition, newsreels will get film 
automatically without being obliged 
to file application through any Gov- 
ernment or industry agency. Neither 
will the reels be limited by any re- 
strictions resulting from the indus- 
try’s 19.7% cut in film. 

Following the newsreels the Army 
gets first priority on any prints 
needed. In the second category falls, 
first, film needed for any of the 
armed services aside from the Army. 
In order to get stock for this pur- 
pose, requests have to be made to 
the WPB. If the request for film to 
be used for some branch of the 
armed forces comes from a studio, it 
will have to be endorsed by the 
Government agency requesting the 
film. Next in line in this third cate- 
gory come films made or wanted by 
Lowell Mellett, or other Govern- 
ment agencies, such as the Office of 
War Information, etc. Requests for 
film in these instances will have to 
be cleared through Mellett. 


Features With War Background 

Third broad category embraces 
films touching on the war but not 
made at the request of any Govern- 
ment agency. Presumably this 
would inclu@e all entertainment pic- 
tures with a war background or 
theme. Here also, requests for film 
would be cleared through Mellett. 

In the final priority classification 
are pictures made by the industry 
on its own initiation—which consti- 
tutes the bulk of the product. All 
requesis for stock for this purpose 
must come through the 11 distribu- 
tors recognized by the WPB. 

No footage or percentage quotas 
foi producers or distributors have 
yet been determined. For the time 
being the inductry’s overall con- 
servation proposal, cutting raw stock 
usage by approximately 19.7 stands, 
with likelihod that the WPB will in 
due course determine to what extent 
raw stock availability is to be re- 
duced. 





Industry Figures 


foreign for a world total of 121,325,270 
feet; Columbia (no newsreel) re- 
quired more domestic footage than 
RKO or Universal in the following 
quantity: 98,834,712 domestic and 
20,551,841 foreign for a world total 
of 119,386,553 feet; United Artists 
used 46,095,882 domestic and 9,747,027 
foreign for a world total of 55,842,709 
feet. 

Monogram took 16,899,242 feet do- 
mestic with no figure on foreign 
footage as foreign rights sold to 
other distributors. Republic, Pro- 
ducers Releasing and state righters 
had no figures available when the 
report was made to Hays office. Fig- 
ured that of the 1,054,075,941 total 
footage needed in 1942 for domestic 
feature and newsreel prints a likely 
reduction of at least 200,000,000 feet 
will be made to comply with War 
Production Board film conservation 
proposal, 

Above figures will serve as a 
basis for dealing out cuts at the con- 
servation meeting in Washington to- 
day (25). 


Originals Given 
Nod Over Stage 


Plays at RKO 


Hollywood. Aug. 25 

Original stories, written directly 
for the screen, form more than 70% 
of the 1942-43 production schedule 
at RKO under the new policy out- 
lined by Charles W. Koerner. 

Old system of adapting stage plays 
at high cost is passing out, Of the 
45 features on the new slate only one 
is based on a legit drama. Six are 
derived from published books and 
six more on magazine stories. 














Showfolk on the Wing 


By GEORGE FROST 
The most unusual spectacle in the 
multi-colored whirl of filmland press 
agentry was struck at New York’s 
LaGuardia Field not so many hours 
ago when a squad of showfolk, led 
by Al Jolson, embarked on a flying 


boat to carry American entertain- 
ment to American soldiers stationed 
in Northern Ireland (as detailed 
elsewhere). 


With Jolson were Allen Jenkins, 
Merle Oberon, Frank McHugh and 
Patricia Morison. Jolson also took 
along Martin Freed, who, as Fred 
Martin, has strummed the piano for 
the mammy-singer these many years. 

Kay Francis was skedded to make 
the trip, too, but a last-minute dif- 
ficulty in the technical procedure of 
visa approval caused her to miss the 
cloud-chaser. 

A mess of friends came down to 
the marine runway to wave ‘so 
long,’ including Jimmy Cagney, 
Ralph Bellamy and Prexy Ken 
Thompson of the Screen Actors 
Guild. 

Marsha Hunt, the Metro starlet, 
breezed into the Airport-on-the-Park- 
way, Saturday (22) aboard a Trans- 
continental & Western Air rattler 
from Los Angeles, to her husband, 
Lieut. Jerry Hopper, not so long ago 
a crank-winder on a Hollywood lot 
who is now utilizing his camera 
knowledge in the photo division of 
the Signal Corps, stationed at the old 
Astoria studios. 

Another aerial voyageur these past 
seven days was Mrs. Douglas Fair- 
banks, Sr., who TWAed for the Coast 
Friday (21) in time to get to Norma 
Shearer’s Sunday (23) wedding to 
officiate as matron-of-honor., 


She'll Know Par Better 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Paramount signed Loretta Young 
to a starring contract calling for 
two pictures annually over a period 
of years. 

Actress is a comparative stranger 
on the Paramount lot, having 
worked there only once in her film 
career. Currently she is co-starring 
with Brian Aherne in ‘The Fright- 
ened Stiff’ at Columbia. 




















WPB Film Freezing Order, Priority 
Ratings, Prelude to Rationing! 





By MORI KRUSHEN 
With the freezing order on raw 
film stock issued last Wednesday (19) 
in Washington by the War Produc- 
tion Board purely a stopgap, apply- 
ing only to ‘shipments,’ so that stocks 
on hand are not further depleted for 





Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Eight major film companies and | 
Monogram used up 1,054,075,941 feet | 
of raw stock domestically in 
which, added to 142,151,718 feet con- 
sumed in the foreign market, raised 
the grand total of stock consumed in 
world wide to 1,196,227,659 feet. 
Raw stock aggregating the latter 
figure, used in foreign market of 
films distributed, represented stock 
produced in those countries and not 
shipped from U. S. Five newsreels 
distributed N. Y. Loew’s, Paramount, 
RKO, 20th and Universal accounted 
for 200,601,635 feet of the domestic 
total. Metro’s use of 169,962,228 feet 
for feature prints and 46,477,544 feet 
for newsreel releases for total do- 
mestic gross footage of 216,439,772 
topped all studios and again led list 
in foreign market with 27,723,126 
feet for grand world consumption 
244,162,898 feet. 

Paramount, next heaviest con- 
sumer, with fewer pictures, but re- 
quiring 131,690,561 feet for domestic 
features, 51,505,278 feet for newsreel 
and 18,848,596 feet in foreign market 
for a world total of 202,044,435 feet. 
Third highest consumer was 20th- 
Fox with 103,774,008 feet for domes- 
tic features 54,531,000 feet for news- 
reels, which is highest in that divi- 
sion, and 16,295,831 feet for the for- 
eign market for a world total of 
174,600,839 feet. Warners, Sans news- 
reel, used 112,282,260 feet for do- 
mestic prints and 19,067,108 feet for 
foreign footage adding up to 
131,349,368 feet overall. 

Other studios coyisumed raw stock 
in following quantities: RKO 88,601,- 
074 domestic feet, 27,683,619 for 
Pathe Newsreel and 14,331,053 for- 
eign for world total of 130,616,346 
feet; Universal 85,334,499 domestic, 


the time being, Government ration- 
ing of stock for film production and 


1941 | distribution will be instituted short- 


lly. Rationing has been taken out of 
ithe hands of the 11 film companies, 
| whose efforts to establish a uniform 
| basis have proved fruitless. The brief 
spell of conservation on the honor 
system, considered satisfactory as far 
as it went, is over, and industry re- 
quirements will hereafter be regu- 
lated by Government decree. 

A maximum ceiling figure on 
prints, to be fixed by the WPB, is 
regarded as virtually certain, and 
|there have been reports that some 
| companies may be asked to cut down 
lon total number of pictures, but no 
ispecific curtailment has yet been de- 
lcided upon. Harold Hopper, acting 
lfor the Government, has asked all film 
companies to submit figures show- 





1940, but the number of bookings for 
each print. Meeting held in Wash- 
ington yesterday (25) between mem- 
bers of the industry’s advisory com- 
mittee and Hopper was to decide on 
a uriority basis to be used as a yard- 
stick for future rationing. 

The freezing order issued last week 
by the WPB was directed at manu- 
facturers of raw stock only—East- 
man, Ansco, Agfa and duPont—and 
has no direct bearing on the conser- 
vation formula being worked out for 
the film industry. 

Stocking Up 

The freeze was brought on by the 
industry itself to some extent be- 
cause of the large and unusual orders 
which were swamping the raw stock 
manufacturers who reported the sit- 
uation to the Government. It be- 
came evident that large reserve sup- 





20,403,635 mewsreel and 15,587,136 


plies of film were being requested 


ing not only how many pictures were | 
. | 
made and total footage used since | 


purely for stocking up purposes 
rather than immediate needs. In- 
stead of the usual small number of 
prints ordered when a film first goes 
into release, while distribs are esti- 
mating potential bookings, initial 
orders were in many cases larger 
than windup orders. Huge orders 
were coming in from non-industry 
sources as well, 

The freezing order was issued to 
limit shipments ‘for the time beirtg’ 
to 1941 figures so that available sup- 
plies would not be seriously curtailed 
Despite that the buying rush from 
| within the industry in recent months 
| brought on the freeze, the move was 
|taken by the Government in order 
to protect the industry, which con- 
| tinues to be regarded as ‘essential’ to 
ithe war effort, for morale purposes 
|both on the civilian and fighting 
|fronts. All companies must now re- 
| port holdings of raw stock on hand 
|} to the WPB. 

The order does affect some 260 
private laboratories throughout the 
country, mostly making films for 
commercial purposes for which 
stock is no longer available. WPB 
may later eliminate use of 16 mm. 
film for amateur puposes, saving an 
estimated 150,000,000 feet of film an- 
nually, or approximately 15% of the 
film industry’s total requirements, 
including foreign markets and news- 
reels. Savings thus made will help 
maintain Hollywood production but 
on a basis substantially lower than 
in pre-war years. Without the 
freeze there was a strong possibility 
of much more drastic and immediate 
curtailment for industry usage than 
any rationing plan which is to be 
worked out. 

The freezing order does not limit 
manufacture of raw film stock. If it 
were possible for the four major 
stock producers to expand produc- 
tion, every foot of film produced 
would be snapped up by both Gov- 
ernment and film industry users. 
Expansion in this field is limited by 

(Continued on page 27) 











Giveaways Get Gate, 
S.C. Biz OK on Its Own 


Spartanburg, S. C., Aug. 25. 

Boom biz has erased jackpots, 
bank nites and all give-away schemes 
from the Wilby-Kinczy list. Can- 
celled at all local houses. 

Thousands of soldiers and civilians 
have been wanting to just see a 
show, the managements Rave 
learned. 





Atlanta Nix 
Atlanta, Ga. Aug. 25. 
Jackpot and bank nites at neigh- 

borhood theatres are violation of 
anti-lottery ordinances in 1942 city 
code and will end after lucky num- 
bers now in pots are drawn, authori- 
ties have announced. Ban ordered 
by police department. 


NEW PAR HIGH 
ON CONTRACTS 
WITH 106 





Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Paramount’s studio contract roster 
reached a new high of 106 for the 
year with the signing of half a dozen 
new players. Latest additions to the 
pact list are Christopher King, Alice 
Kirby, Yvonne De Carlo, Maxine 
Ardell and Marcella Phillips. 


George Montgomery handed new 


Mary Elliott inked acting contract 
at Metro. 

Frances Gladwin 
ticket at 20th-Fox. 


drew player 


signed by Metro. 


W. Guy Pearce renewed as chief 
of 20th-Fox makeup department. 


signed by Warners. 
Kent Smith signed to play in two 
pictures a year at RKO. 


Harry Tugend renewed by Para- 
mount. 

Marjorie Hoshelle inked stock con- 
tract at Warners. 

Margie Stewart 
ticket by RKO. 

Marie McDonald’s minor contract 


handed player 


with Universal approved by Su- 
perior Court. 
Pappy Cheshire’s player option 


picked up by Republic. < 


Columbia. 


Ann 
acting 


Summers 
ticket. 


‘Abie’ Click on Radio 


Revives Film Interest 


handed Columbia 








Ann Nichols, ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose’ returns Sepf. 12 to its Satur- 
day night spot on WEAF-NBC for 
Procter & Gamble (Drene shampoo), 
also has tentative plans for a new 
film edition of the comedy. Click 
of the last spring 
brought the authoress several Holly- 
wood offers and she’s mulling the 
idea of selling the rights again or of 
producing it herself and releasing 
through a major studio. Although 
the comedy was filmed in 1928 by 
Paramount, Miss Nichols retained all 
remake rights. 

There’s aiso a chance that Miss 
Nichols may revive ‘Abie’ for a 
road tour, as recent seasons have 
demonstrated a number of instances 
in which plays that failed to draw 
on Broadway pulled profitable 
grosses out of town. So although 
‘Abie’ failed as a revival in 1937, 
Miss Nichols figures it might have 
a. chance on the road now. 

When the radio version of ‘Abie’ 
returns to.the air for its second sea- 
son, it will again be scripted by 
Miss Nichols, with Axel Gruenberg 
continuing as director and virtually 
the same cast intact. Kastor is the 
agency on the show. 

Meanwhile, Miss Nichols is at her 
place at Bay View, L. I, resting and 


whose 


radio version 





getting ahead on scripts. 


3Sprocket Projector Idea Entails 
Too Many Headaches to 


Be Practical 


No offset to film conservation 
problems via the adoption of a 
three-sprocket projector is foreseen 
within the industry, due to the tech- 
nical problems involving equipment 
adjustments in some 17,000 theatres, 
Question of what will be done with 
reissues, and the problem of finding 
sufficient skilled mechanical labor 
to turn out required equipment, 
must also be considered. 

The three-sprocket projector was 
first discussed at a meeting of WPB 
officials and industry execs last June 
when it was originally reported in a 
Washington dispatch to ‘Variety.’ 
No great hopes were then held out 
that it could be brought into the in- 
dustry in time to ease film conser- 
vation, and reports from engineers 
since then are not any more prom- 
ising. 

Aside from the fact that a change- 
over in the industry would be a 
complicated process and _ industry 
engineers have estimated that 80 
tons of steel would be required for 
technical equipment, it is not likely 
that the WPB would wait six months 
or longer for study of what is essen- 
tially but an experiment, before 
adopting stringent film conservation 
measures. 








Studio Masterminding 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Engineers, technical experts and 
studio heads are giving considera- 
tion to the idea advanced that in 
order to conserve film under Gov- 
ernment edict and wartime condi- 
tions changeover must be made in 
projection standards via _ three- 
sprockei pulldown per frame, rather 
than present four, thereby saving 
minimum of 25% in film footage per 
print. 

Although studio officials and oth- 
ers are listening to the proposal, 





Mary Halsey inked player pact at} 


engineers who have had intimate 
contact in the field and with tamper- 
ings of film standards that involve 


Nancy Walker, Broadway player, | Changes in the thousands of pro- 
: | jectors in use in all theatres of the 


country, figure that this is not the 


| propitious time to inaugurate such 
lan involved changeover. 

Ross Ford, little theatre actor, | 
;sprockets per frame would neces- 


Utilization of three instead of four 
| sarily slow down speed of film going 
;through projectors from the pres- 
jent $0 feet per minute to approxi- 
|mately 67 feet per minute. Tech- 
Inicians admit that this slowdown 
would result in less wear ard tear 
{on prints, giving them longer book- 
ing life. Projector motors. would 
not have to be readjusted; while 
photographic quality on the screen 
would be within 10% of present 
clarity. 

But there are many bugs in the 
idea, according to a detailed sur- 
ve of film engineer opinions. Fore- 
most is the necessity of between 
180 and 100 tons of steel out of 
; which would have to be made, via 
toolmakers and precision machin- 
ists, around 200,000 new sprocket 
vheels. Even if the material were 
1 de available, big problem is se- 
curing the large number of skilled 
machinists for several months work 
in fashioning the new _ sprockets, 
which, under present wartime con- 
ditions, might be available one day 
but blanked cut the next. A repre- 
sc.itative of a manufacturer, who 
first stated his company was »re- 
pared to turn out the required 
sprockets, later admitted that there 
|could be no assurance that pre- 
{cision machinists that might be as- 
sisned to handle the specific job 
| would not be pulled off the job at 
| any point to do more important war 
work under government orders, 





AT 20TH FOR TWO MORE 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy 
were optioned by 20th-Fox for two 
more pictures on the 1942-43 
schedule. 
Films are tentatively titled ‘Back 
to the Front’ and ‘The Roaring West.’ 


JESSELS DIVORCED 
Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Lois Andrews was granted a di- 
vorce from George Jessel here Mon- 
day (24). Grounds of jealousy and 
age difference brought on the ac- 
tion taken by Mrs. Geraldine Gur- 
ley for her daughter, who is a minor. 

Jessel, 44, married Miss Andrews 
when she was 16 April 13, 1940 in 
Detroit. 
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The Company 
that delivers the ones—continues to 
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That's What It’s Doing! 


ey In the first 23 engagements, same 


a, theatres— same number of days, the re- 





‘ % ceipts are 105% of “Sun Valley Serenade,” 
ie > ; 106% of “My Gal Sal,” 108% of “Song of 
et 8 the Islands,” 117% of “Charlie’s Aunt”! 
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JANE WYMAN 
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JAMES GLEASON e PHIL SIEVERS « COBINA WRIGHT, JR. 
; Directed by Gregory Ratoff Produced by William LeBaron 





Screen Play by Robert Ellis, Helen Logan and Lynn Starling * Based ona 
Story by Fidel La Barba and Kenneth Earl « Dances staged by Hermes Pan 
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2 35,000,000 people 
have read it ; 
“Collier's”, “Reader's 
Digest’ and the best- 
selling novel! 
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“ “Terrific! Business at the Roxy, 
N.Y., standout! Biggest in 13 years 
with single exception of “‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band” 


|| 


—Variety 











NEVIL SHUTE’S MIGHTY STORY OF TODAY 


MONTY RODDY ANNE 


WOOLLEY-McDOWALL-BAXTER 


ong Otto Preminger - J. Carrol Naish 
Produced and Written for the Screen by , 


NUNNALLY JOHNSON 
Directed by IRVING PICHEL. 
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STAN OLIVER 


LAUREL HARDY 


ee mix mirth with magic-in a howl of a hit... 
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Sheila Ryan * John Shelton +» Don Cosiello* Elisha Cook, Jr 
Executive Producer Sol M. Wurtzel + Directed 
by Alfred Werker + Screen Picy by lou Bresiow 
Original Story by Lou Bresiow and Stanley Ravh 
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Not girl meets boy... bul 
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what o woman,..she’s on 
infernat ional scandal? 


LLOYD NOLAN. J 











= 
SOOPER 





VIRGINIA = “> sames 


BRUCE + ELLISON |: 


AUBREY MATHER + SHEILA RYAN + RALPH BYRD | 


Dirdcted by Oliver H. P. Garrett © Produced by Wolter bas 
Morosco © Original Screen Ploy by Oliver H. P. Gorret? See 













Marjorie Weaver « Phi Silvers + Janis Carter 
Richard Derr * Joan Valerie « Don Costello 


Executive Producer Sol M. Wurtzel * Directed by 

Herbert}. leeds * Screen Ploy by Arnoud d'Usseou 

Bosed on on ideo by Jo Eisinger ond the cheracter 
"“Michoel Shoyne’’ erected by Brett Hollidoy 
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SONJA HENIE — 
JOHN PAYNE 





JACK OAKIE ¢ FELIX BRESSART > OSA MASSEN 


JOAN MERRILL + FRITZ FELD +» STERLING HOLLOWAY 


ona SAMMY KAYE wis ORCHESTRA 


_ Directed by BRUCE HUMBERSTONE 


Produced by WILLIAM LeBARON 


Original Screen Play by Robert Bilis and Helen 
Logon * Skoting Ensembles by Jomes Gonzoles 
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YOUNG Mr. PITT ‘RTLLO, FRISCO, HELLO ur BEGINS at 8:30 


» in Technicolor with __ OAK 1E 
_ «STAR OF SCOTLAND Betty i. Cesar 


to he produced on alavish 7 
scale with an all-star cast “GREENWICH VILLAGE GRABLE ° MONTGOMERY © ROMERO ; 
? * —— | Rich in the drama, pathos and humor ‘CONEY, ISLAND 


Fra Ww. pe Hs of New York’s own Lotin Quarter 
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sensational best-seller * 


ae LS ERNST LUBITSCH’S | 1 | 
‘THE sO. G OF : production of be 
BERNADETTE | BIRTHDAY | 


"NOW SHOOTING — Al Others in Preparation ) 






































\ 







* x werk 
All out for the 

BILLION DOLLAR SALE OF BONDS 

AND STAMPS DURING SEPTEMBER! 


The Home Front’s ‘‘Salute to Our 
Heroes” on the Fighting Front! 
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Divorcement Threat a Bugaboo 





Threat of divorcement, implied 
UMPI 


consent decree companies selling mainly in blocks of five. 
escape clause ostensibly allows decree companies to deviate from the 
tradeshowing and limited block selling provisions, as of June, 1942, 
none of the consent companies is resorting to the ‘escape’ provision. 
Decree selling is viewed by the majors as a lesser evil than calling 
down divorcement proceedings from the Department of Justice. 


Contention in some quarters Is 
cessfully fought but that the film 


start any new hostilities with Government agencies at a time when it 
is beset with other wartime industry problems. 


plan is understood to be the major factor which will keep 


in Thurman Arnold’s veto of the 


Though the 


that Arnold’s edict could be suc- 
industry is certainly unwilling to 








Sinele-Billing Idea 


But Practically It's Still NSG 


-% 
a) 





Move was again reported under 
way this week to rouse exhibitors 
throughout the U. S. to the elimina- 
tion of dual billing on a wide scale. 
However, unless film _ rationing 
reaches the stage where there is in- 
sufficient product for double bills, 
theatre operators will continue dual- 
ling because of the long record of 
disastrous experiences wherever sin- 
gle-billing has been attempted. 


Top industry theatre execs have 
found that double bills, theoretically 
undesirable, bring in more money 
than singles. Records in cities as 
widely separated as San Francisco 
and Boston show the fallacy of sin- 
gle billing without simultaneous ac- 
tion in all other theatres in the ter- 
ritories involved. Top pictures open- 
ing in San Francisco at the time 
single-billing was tried out in one 
of the key houses there brought less 
coin than the same pictures register- 
ed in Oakland when shown with a 
minor supporting feature. Similar 
results have been recorded in the 
past in southern California (as re- 
cently as last week with ‘Pride of 
the Yankees’), in the New England 
states and wherever else the propon- 
ents of single-billing have been in 
the vanguard of this policy. 

It Doesn’t Pay Off 


Circuit heads who have long been 
convinced of the advantages of sin- 
gle billing under proper conditions 
are unalterably opposed to it unless 
it is adopted in all theatres in any 
given area. For the time being the 
second feature is regarded as the 
‘vaudeville’ or extra portion of en- 
tertainment which the public has 
learned to expect. 

Stripped to essentials, theatre 
policy is analyzed in some operating 
quarters in relation to the ‘amount’ 
as well as the quality of entertain- 
ment for a given sum of money. 
Grosses show that majority of thea- 
tregoers will pay sooner for two 
and one-half or three hours of pic- 
ture entertainment than for 90 min- 
utes, and the house with the latter 
policy in most all situations cannot 
compete on favorable terms with the 
dual bill. 

No Govt. Decree 

Single billing, if established either 
voluntarily or by Government de- 
cree, is considered an entirely dif- 
ferent problem. There are no in- 
dications, however, that the Govern- 
ment intends to regulate bills at 
picure houses by decree though 
singling is more likely to materialize 
due to wartime shortages in man- 


power and essential materials needed | 


in film production and exhibition 
which will indirectly force theatres 
into a single bill policy. 
Meantime, Fred Wehrenberg, pres- 
ident of the MPTO of St. Louis, 
Eastern Missouri and Southern IIli- 
nols, this week issued an appeal to 
the membership of his organization 
asking for support in eliminating 
double and triple feature programs 
as a ‘war conservation 
Wehrenberg fears that unless exhibs 
voluntarily cut double features there 


-is a possibility that the Government 


will step in and make the action 
mandatory. Simultaneously Jack 
Kirsch, Chicago, head of the Allied 
Theatres of Illinois, reported 
Wehrenberg on efforts being made 


to eliminate double and triple fea-|in making the film had been agreed ! 


tures in the Chicago area. 





Dragons Drag On 
Hollywood, Aug. 25 
Republic is making 
header out of its newly registered 
title, ‘Sky Dragons,’ dealing with 
the exploits of American aviators in 
China. 
Studio will make a_ feature, 
‘Yankee Sky Dragons,’ to be followed 
9¥ a serial, ‘Sky Dragons.’ 


Up Again 





Three Is Par Here 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
Paramount sends three new pic- 
tures into work this week, starting 
with ‘Night Plane from Chungking,’ 
first production by Walter Mac- 
Ewen. 


Others are ‘Buckskin Empire,’ a 
historical western on a high budget, 
and ‘You Can’t Live Forever,’ a 
Pine-Thomas production. 


GOLDWYN’S ‘PRIDE’ 
OFF-AND-ON SINGLER 


Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘Pride of the 
Yankees’ (RKO) is now being gen- 
erally booked for dual bills. ‘Pride’ 
played single in approximately 12 
situations but it is understood that 
the picture, instead, will be set as 


a billtopper for the RKO circuit, 
and that singling will be the rule 
in other deals around the country. 











Dualer to Hypo Pic 
Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

RKO and £~Pantages_ theatres 
brought in Universal’s ‘There’s One 
Born Every Minute’ as supporting 
feature with ‘Pride of the Yankees.’ 
Samuel Goldwyn had insisted on a 
16c tilt on admissions for the book- 
ing and insisted on solo billing for 
his picture with result that it had 
a weak opening in the RKO houses. 

Management had previously in- 
formed Goldwyn that past experi- 
ence had shown that regular prices 
must be maintained for solo attrac- 


WHO INHERITS CLEARANCE?. 





Question Whether It’s the Old or 
New Lessors 





St. Louis, Aug. 25. 

A knotty problem has been tossed 
into the lap of the local AAA by the 
Marre Theatre Co., which recently 
debuted in the local exhib field when 
it refused to renew the lease of the 
Rivoli, a small downtown flicker 
house, that had been operated by the 
Marvin Amus, Co., owned by Julius 
Leventhal and Charles Goldman. 
The quizzer is whether run and 
clearance privilege remain with the 
theatre, or may be carried by the 
lessee at the expiration of his lease 
to another house. 

An ‘unreasonable, arbitrary and 
unfair’ clearance beef against Para- 
mount, Loew’s, RKO, Vitagraph and 
20th-Fox was filed last week. Lev- 
enthal, Goldman and the Lyric and 
Senate theatres, owned by Marvin 
Amusement, also were named as in- 
terested parties in the complairt. 

Rosecan: Loses, Appealing 

Al Rosecan, owner-operator of the 
Princess, South St. Louis nabe, last 
week lost his bout against Vitagraph, 
Paramount, RKO and 20th-Fox for 
relief from ‘unreasonable and in- 
definite’ clearance. The only solace 
Rosecan received was when Arbi- 
trator Kenneth Teasdale of the local 
AAA board decreed that the costs 
in the case should be equally borne 
by Rosecan, the film distributors and 
the Cinderella and Gravois theatres, 
intervenors. He’s appealing. 

Rosecan charged that unreasonable 
clearance had been granted the 
Princess (Fred Wehrenberg) and the 
Gravois (St. Louis Amus. Co. nabe) 
both of which intervened as inter- 
ested parties. 





Clearance in Flint 
Detroit, Aug. 25. 

After a long dearth in AAA filings, 
the Michigan Theatre Co., of Flint, 
has filed a clearance complaint in 
the Detroit tribunal against Pata- 
mount, Loew’s, Warners and 20th- 
Fox. It charges that three of the 
majors grant first-runm houses a 74- 
day clearance over their house and 
give 14-days clearance to the second- 
runs. Loew’s was cited as giving 67 
days to the first-runs and a week to 
the seconds. The complaint asked 
the reduction of first-run clearance 
to 30 days and not more than one- 
day to the second runs. 





Most Decree Majors to Continue 
Selling 1942-43 Films in Blocks-of-5 


+ 








Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
‘The Powers Girls,’ co-starring 
Priscilla Lane and George Murphy, 
rolled yesterday (Mon.) at General 
Service studio with Norman McLeod 
directing and Charles R. Re gers pro- 
ducing for United Artists release. 
Featured are Benny Goodman and 
his orchestra, Carole Landis and 
Dennis Day. 


NW INDIES HOT 
FOR 5-BLOCK 
BUYING 


° Minneapolis, Aug. 25. 

Minnesota independent exhibitors, 
who bought 1941-42 product under 
the state law requiring distributors 
to sell their entire season's product 
subject to 20% cancellation, continue 
to get more tastes of purchasing 
groups of five and, according to local 
branch managers, seem to like the 
plan. 

Following invalidation of the state 
law, 20th-Fox was the first company 
to sell the five blocks in Minnesota 
under the consent decree. There 
was no resistance to the policy and 
sales were extremely brisk. Now 
Warner Bros. is selling its first group 
of five and meeting with equal suc- 
cess and RKO is scheduled te fol- 
low suit this week. All selling at 
this early date is outside the Twin 
Cities. 

Independent leaders now take the 
position that they don’t care how 
they buy if the product is good and 
the deals are fair. 











U’s 18 
Naming 18 features set for release 
in the next four months, William A. 
Scully, Universal sales manager, 
yesterday (Tuesday) announced that 





Mpls. Clearance Squawk 
Minneapolis, Aug. 25. 
Because they allege that their 


business and properties may be ef- 
fected by any clearance change in- | 
volving the Hopkins, suburban house, | 
Minnesota Amus. Co. and the inde- 
pendent St. Louis Park theatre, an- 
other suburban situation, have in- 
tervened in the Arbitration action 
brought by the first named against 





tions or a supporting feature added. 
Single billing has never panned out 
where it has been tried in the past. 


‘Pride’ Reopens Cincy House 


Cincinnati, Aug. 25. 

RKO Shubert, shuttered during 
the summer, reopens Sept. 3 with 
a special 9 p.m. screening of ‘Pride 
of Yankees’ (RKO) on a reserve 
seat basis with a $1.10 admish. It 
will be a premiere for the pic’s run 
at pop scale. 





measure.’ 


a double | 


House will hold to flickers for 
some time before adding flesh, < 
policy adhered to in recent years. 
| It’s Cincy’s only vaudfilm theatre. 


~ 


U. S. ASSURES METRO 
CO-OP ON ‘EXPENDABLE’ 


Metro was last week advised that 


necessary cooperation from the U.S 
military authorities would be forth- 
coming in fitming “They Were Ex- 
pendable,” yarn by William White 
‘revolving about activities of John 
| Bulkeley and T. P. boats in the 
Philippines. 


| Metro closed deal for the picture 
| Tights to the book, which has been 
pending for several weeks, as svon 


to |as word was received that the exten- | 


| sive Government assistance required 


upon. 
| Among other yarns Metro is dick- 
lering for is ‘See Here, Private Har- 
| grove. Henry Holt publishes the 
| book. 





Al Rogell at Rep. 


Holiywood, Aug. 25. 


Metro, 20th, RKG, Warners and 
Paramount. 

The Hopkins, located 11 miles west 
of Minneapolis, charges, that the 49- 
| day clearance now enjoyed by Min- 
| nesota Amus. houses here over it is 
|‘unreasonable. It asks Arbitration 
|to fix a ‘reasonable’ clearance. The 
| St. Louis Park is in the same com- 
|petitive area as the Hopkins and, 
; With its higher admission scale, has 
| clearance over it. 


NOT EVEN WAR CAN 
SHAKE REP’S TYPING 


Aug. 25. 


| 


| 
| 


Holly wood 


Republic studio, home of galloping 
pictures, stays right in the groove ir 
the production of a new War De 
partment Training Film, ‘The Cav- 
alry Rifle Platoon,” to be made 
through the Academy Research 
Council, of which Col. Darryl! F 


Zanuck is chairman 


Most of the shooting will be done 
|}on location at the Cavalry School, 
| Fort Riley, Kans., with Les Orlebeck 
| directing and Lieut. Col. Charles S. | 
|Stodter as War Department liaison | 
officer. | 

| 


| 


Headin’ for the Barn ~ 
| eadin forthe barn 
| Hollywood, Aug. 25. | 
Monogram started yesterday 
'(Mon.) on the final gallop of its 
1941-42 production program when 
Scott R. Dunlap gave the gun to the | 
eighth of his Rough Rider westerns, ' 
‘West of the Law,’ with Buck Jones, | 


Al Rogell has signed as producer- | Tim McCoy and Raymond Hatton in | 


|director at Republic. 
First assignment is ‘Hit Parade 7" 


1943,” high budget musical. 


ithe saddle 


Studio’s schedule calls for 32 fea- | 
and 16 cowboy pictures, 


tures 


| release. 


| Sisters: 


| versal 


|} active shooting stages. 
'studio is so far 


|not intended for 


| matinee 


the company had set releases of new 
season product through next Decem- 
ber. First of the new ’42-43 product, 
‘Between Us Girls,’ is for Labor Day 
Next on the lineup will be 
Walter Wanger’s ‘Arabian Nights,’ 
first of four color productions U will 
make in the year. Other three in 
tint are ‘Phantom of the Opera,’ 
‘White Savage’ and ‘Cobra Woman.’ 
Included in this batch of pictures 
scheduled for distribution before the 
end of this year are ‘Forever Yours,’ 
‘Shadow of a Doubt,’ ‘Who Done It,’ 
next Abbott-Costello comedy starrer: 
‘Corvettes in Action,’ Howard 
Hawks pic; ‘Sin Town,’ ‘Nightmare,’ 
‘Pittsburgh,’ ‘Get Hep to Love,’ ‘Give 
Out Sisters,” with the Andrew 
‘Moonlight in Havana.’ 
It also announced that Uni- 
release two 30-minute 
featurettes, ‘Eagle vs. Dragon’ and 
‘Roar, Navy, Roar,’ during this 
period. 
Tom Connors’ Additiona! 19 
Announcing the titles of 19 addi- 
tional features on the 1942-43 lineup 
Tem Connors, 20th-Fox 
last week pointed out that the con 
presently is further ahe: 


vith production than at the start of 


was 
would 


sales 


I 


| any previous selling season. Conno 


named the titles fo 30 =—pictures 
| scheduled for 1942-43 release, 11 of 
|'them already having bes trade 
shown 
Seventeen other feature are 
either being edited or are in the 


along on produc- 
is readying production 
release before 
spring-summer next year. 
WB's ‘Doodle’ Dates 

Warner’ Bros. plans 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ in about 30 | 
additional Warner houses by Labor 
Day, using the $1.10 night and 75c | 
scale, according to Ben | 
Kalmenson, general sales manager. | 
Warners had tested the George M. |} 
Cohan musical in several Warne! 
circuit houses during the last couple 
of weeks at this scale to ascertain | 
if the upped admissions were war- | 
ranted, 

Republic contracted 1942-43 prod- | 
uct with Interstate Circuit, operating | 
35 houses in Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire and Vermont. | 


tion that it 


Mag Cover Comes to Life | ..2,#ht°f.7 


chief, | 


Result is the | 


booking | 


In light of Thurman Arnold's de- 
the* United Motion 
Picture Industry plan, indications 
this week were that most of the 
five Consent Decree companies 
| would tradeshow and sell 1942-43 
product in blocks of five as done in 
the first year of the Decree. While 
none of the five majors, excepting 
Metro on its first block of eight, have 
come out’ with any cancellation 
priveleges, some cancellations prob- 
ably will be permitted on certain 
individual deals with different ex- 
hibitors. 

Cancellation is a matter of in- 
dividual sales policy, but cancelling 
out of a certain percent of product 
offered seems likely in certain cases, 
and can be logically expected in 
view of the flexible cancellation 
priveleges installed in accordance 
with the Trade Practice plan, im- 
mediately prior to the Decree. It 
is logical to expect some such can- 
celiation of 10% or thereabouts, 
especially when a distributor is try- 
ing to swing a deal. 

RKO, Warner Bros., 20th Fox and 
likely Paramount will sell in blocks 
of five. Only four features are 
listed in Par’s initial block. War- 
ners last week also announced its 
second group of five releases for 
national tradeshowing Sept. 17 and 
18. 20th-Fox already is set on its 
second group of five. 

RKO’s Block 

RKO announced this week that 
five pictures will be offered for sale 
in a block starting yesterday (Tues- 
day), following the tradeshowing of 
‘Here We Go Again.’ Others in the 
group, previously tradeshown, are 
‘Big Street,’ ‘Wings and the Woman, 
‘Highways By Night’ and ‘Mexican 
Spitfire’s Elephant.’ 

Warners’ second group consists of 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ ‘The 
Hard Way,’ ‘Flying Fortress,’ ‘You 
Can't Escape Forever’ and ‘The Hid- 
den Hand.’ Warner Bros. already 
is actively selling its first group of 
five. 

20th-Fox has tradeshown its first 
two groups of five plus ‘Tales of 
Manhattan’ which will be sold sepa- 
rately. Par is selling its initial 
group though tradeshowings are not 





scheduled until this week. There 
is nothing in the Consent Dec.ee 
now to prevent this, according to 
interpretation in the trade. How- 


lever, the attitude of major com- 
|} panies involved is that tradeshow- 
| ings and selling in blocks of five will 
|go ahead as in the current 
| with no exhibitor forced to buy until 
| after he sees the blocks if he desires. 
| Metro’s first block of eight was an- 
nounced before the Arnold ruling 
on the UMPI plan, and it then was 
stated that this group would bk ld 
in accordance with provisions in- 
;corporated into UMPI discussions, 
| Whether the second block will be 
| eight or a smaller number likely will 
| not be determined until Metro has 
the next group lined up. William F. 
Rodgers, Metro sales chief, stopped 
off in Chicago and Washington on 
his way back from the Coast, and 
| likely will not arrive in N. Y. until 
| today (Wednesday ). 


‘GUNS WILL BLAZE IN 
SIX BIGGIES AT 20TH 


Secasvult, 


Hollywood, Aug. 25 

War forms the background of six 
high-budget pictures for this year’s 
program at 20th-Fox. Latest addi- 
tions to the warlike schedule in the 
upper brackets are ‘Tin Fish.’ by 
Jacob Nelson,’ and ‘Battle Stations,’ 
by Jack Andrev 

Already slated are ‘Texas Volun- 
iteers,’ ‘Crash Dive,’ ‘Signal Corps’ 


and ‘Never Say Die.’ Program also 
contains numerous Army and Navy 
service films in the ‘B’ class. 





‘ 


Mission’ Next Biggie 
For Curtiz at Warners 


Hollywood, Aug. 25 

Michael Curtiz is assigned to the 
director job on Warners high-budget 
production, ‘Mission to Moscow,” 
based on the memoirs of Joseph E. 
Davies, former American Ambassa- 
dor to Russia. 

Picture precedes ‘This Is_ the 
Army,’ also slated for Curtiz’s di- 
rectorship 


a a cma eNO, 














14 PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, August 26, 1942 





‘Pride Yankees’ $33,000 in Two L. A. 





Houses, Below Early Hopes; Dayly 
Fine 366 in 2d, Dimouts Don't Hurt 


———_——_ . 


Los Angeles, Aug. 25. 

Stout weekend trade is helping 
business here. It figures importantly 
in ‘Pride of Yankees’ day-dating at 
Pantages and RKO Hillstreet at ad- | 
vanced 10-cent scale at all shows. 
Picture failed to hold up before 
weekend mob moved in, and oper- 
ators of two theatres became pan- 
icky and ordered second feature 
starting Tuesday. Total for two 
houses fine $33,000, but under rosy 


anticipations. Fast turnover pos- 
sible because of short program 
proved saving grace once crowds 


started coming. 

‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ is holding 
firm at the two Warner houses and | 
may get past $36,000 in second week, 
which assures one or two more stan- 
vas. No adverse effects felt because 
of dimout regulations, with some 
managers hinting a slight upbeat! 
due to curious on streets. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1.516; 53- 
44-55-65-75)—‘Miniver’ (M-G)> (5th 
wk). Very good $7,500 in sight fol- 
lowing fine $8,100 last week. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 33- 
44-55-65-75)—‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) 
and ‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G). | 
Mild $9,000 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
‘Whispering Ghosts’ (20th) polled, 
fair $9,300. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- | 
65-75)—‘Yankee Doodle’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Swell $18,000,0n tap following 
initial stanza of terrific $24,000. de- | 





spite upped tariff of $1.10 nights | 
and 75c at mats. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 33-44- 
§5-65-75)—Tales Manhattan’ (29th) 
and ‘Man Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) (3d 


wk). 
$5.000 
week. 
Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 
75)—'Lady in Distress’ (Indie) and 
‘Escape from Crime’ (WB). Weak 
$2,200. Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA) 
(reissue) and ‘Flying With Music’ 
(UA) (2d wk), $2,400, oke. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 33-44-55- 
65-75)—Yankee Doodle’ (WB) (2d 


Now soloing and pushing for 
after collecting $4,700 last 


33-44-55-65- 


wk). Nifty $18,000 coming up after 
initial stanza sizzled with $24.000. 


running almost dollar for dollar with 
Downtown. 

Orpheum (D’town) 
§5-65)—‘Shut My Big 
and ‘Alias Boston 
with Ina Ray 


(2,200: 33-44- 
Mouth’ (Coal) 
Blackie’ (Col), 
Hutton’s band and 


Borah Minevitch’s gang on stage. An | 


okay $16,000 being tilled. Last week, 
“Yokel Boy’ (Rep) with Chico Mrrx’s 
band on stage, acceptable $15.000 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 44-55-65-75) 
—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO). Plenty 
chunky at $15.000. Last week. ‘Flight 


Lieutenant’ (Col) and ‘Meet Stew- 


arts’ (Col), fair $9,000. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44- 
§5-65-75 )—‘General Died at Dawn’ 
(Par ) (reissue ) and *‘Tombst 
(Par) Heading for moderate 
000 Last week, ‘Are Husb 
Necessary’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
Broadway’ (Par) (Ist wk), me 
$6.700 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1.- 
409: 44-55-65-75)—‘General Died 
Dawn’ (Par) (reissue) and ‘Tomb- 
stone’ (Pat ) Try neg to } nm o7 


Gary Cooper pull and hopi for 
mild $7,500. Last week. ‘Are Hus- 
bands Necessary’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
*‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par) (1st wk), 
$5.800 in sx days. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872: 33- 


~O-S0O 


44-55-65)—‘Pride Yankees’ (RKO) 
Geared for lush $18,000. Last week. 
‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) and ‘Meet 


Stewarts’ (Col), nice $13,500 
State (Loew-WC) (2,204: 33-44-55- 


65-75)—‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and 
‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G). Oke 
$16.000 Last week, ‘Footlight Se 

nade’ (20th) and ‘Whispering Ghosts 


90 
<u 


h), good $16,000 
UA (UA-WC) (2,100: 33-44-55-65) 


—‘Foctlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
*Whispering Ghosts’ (20th). Won’ 
get past $4,600 Last week. ‘Tales 
Manhattan’ (20th) and Man 
Wouldn't Die’ (20th) (2d wk). nice 


takings at $9,500. 
Wilshire (F-WC) ~(2.296: 33-44-55- 
65)—'‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 


‘Whispering Ghosts’ (20th). So-so 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Tales Manhat- 
tan’ (20th) and ‘Man Wouldn't Die’ 


(20th) (2d wk), good $7.400. 


Hall Seeks Release 


John Hall, who financed film pro- 
Gucticns abroad, is in New York 
with his first Hollywood pic, ‘The 
Captain,’ for a confab on a release 
deal. Production has cast 
by Albert Basserman, Eric Blore and 
Mary Brian. Story has an anti-Hit- 
Jer theme based on the ancient Euro- 
pean legend about the- man who 
couldn't work without a passport, 
end couldn’t get a passport without 
having a job. 

Attorney William H. Fitelson han- 
Gling the dicker. 





headed | 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
kk Sere $423,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Totat Gross Same Week 
Ramet TOO, i2iess sae $389,900 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


SQUADRON 236 
IN DET. 2D WK. 


Detroit, Aug. 25 


With all the major first-runs hold- 
ing this week, Detroit’s two switch- | 
over houses came up with fresh bills 
to join the strong grosses here. Fox, | 
with a second week of ‘Eagle Squad- | 
ron’ and ‘A-Haunting We Will Go,’ 
well exploited, has topped grosses of | 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ in its first stanza 
and will lead the town in the second 
week. However, greatest strength is | 
at the much smaller United ead in| 

| 
| 

















which is challenging the lead in 
third week of ‘Mrs Miniver.’ Mak- 
ing it a record for all three of the 
top houses to hold, the Michigan is | 
adding a second figure on‘a second | 
stanza for ‘Gay Sisters’ and ‘True to 
the Army.’ 

New bills, developing nicely, are 
‘Joan of Paris’ and ‘Jackass Mail’ at 
Palm-State and ‘Flight Lieutenant’ 
and ‘Blondie for Victory’ at Adams. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 50-65)— 
‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) and ‘Blon- 
die Victory’ (Col). Great $8,500. 
Last week, ‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) 
and ‘Sabotage Squad’ (Col), fair 
$7.000. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 50-65) 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) and ‘A- 
Haunting We Will Go’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Big $23,000 being tucked on 
last week’s powerful $32,000. 
Michigan (United Artists) (4,000: 
50-65) ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and 
‘True to Army’ (Par) (2d wk). Fine 
$16,000 being added to first stanza’s 
sock $25,000. 
Palms-State (United 
000; 50-65)—‘Joan of Paris’ (RKO) 
and ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G). Big $14.- 
000. Last week, ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) 


Detroit) (3,- 


and ‘Mr. V’ (UA) (2d wk), neat 
$8.000 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 50-65)—Miniver’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). Still a great $20,000 after $25, 


000 last week, : 


| ‘Ambersons’ Meagre At 


33)— 


‘Lil’ (U), 


$6,000 in H.O. Memphis 


Memphis, Aug. 25. 
Town is coasting this week with a 


couple of holdovers, with ‘Magnifi- 
cent Ambersons’ best newcomer. 
Warner's’ kept ‘Yankee Doodle 


Dandy’ a second session and Loew’s 
State is doing likewise with ‘Foot- 
light Serenade.’ Loew's Palace with 
Ambersons’ is mild. 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-75-$1.10) 
—Yankee Doodle’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Despite disadvantages of title and 
price, should knock off $6,500 on 
holdover afier grabbing record $15,- 
000 first week. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—'Private Buckaroo’ (U), four days, 
and ‘Men Texas’ (U), four days. 
Ought to manager $5,500. Last week, 
‘Pardon Sarong’ (U), held over four 


days, and ‘Are Husbands Necessary’ 
(Par), three days; $5,000, nice. 
Palace (Loew) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Ambersons’ (RKO). Critics liked 
this one, hut only mild $6,000 is 
likely. Last week, ‘Crossroads’ 


(M-G) (2d wk), $3,200, fine. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Due to bring good $3,000 on retainer. 
Did $7,200 the first week, bullish. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
‘Virginia’ (Par) (reissue), three 
days Congo’ (1), one day; 
and ‘Girl Alaska’ (Rep) with ‘Escape 


days ‘Drums 


Hongkong’ (U), three days. Big 
week at $1,800. Last week, ‘Butch 


Minds Baby’ (U), three days; ‘Frisco 
one day: ‘Gun Hire’ (Par) 


(2d run) with ‘Not Lady’s Man’ 
(Col), three days; $1,600, good. 


‘SISTERS’ BIG $15,000 
IN MILDISH BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Aug. 25. 
Extended holdovers and_ lesser 


‘Lady in Jam’ Smart Frisco Newcomer, 


$11,000; ‘Pride’ Ternif 2546, 2d Wk. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Lotal Grosz 
This Week.....c.0- $2,251,500 
(Based on 27 cities, 178 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tmcruding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year...........$1,660,000 
(Based on 26 cities, 170 theatres) 


TALK OF TOWN 











Washington, Aug. 25. 

New bell ringer here is ‘Talk of 
the Town’ at the Earle, and threaten- 
ing new high gross for the day-and 
date neighborhood Ambassador, 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ continues red hot on 
second stanza and ‘Pride of the 
Yankees’ is hefty for its fourth week 


at Keith’s. 
Some surprises in last week's 
totals. Shirley Temple's ‘Annie 


Rooney’ gave the Columbia its best 
gross since ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
while Pat O’Brien’s popularity with 
soldier patronage boosted ‘Flight 
Lieutenant’ at the Metropolitan. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capito] (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66)—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) with Tony 
Pastor’s band on stage. Tip top 





film offerings are hurting totals this 
round. ‘Gay Sisters,’ dualed at the 
Lakes, is showing its heels to the} 
field. ‘Blue Horizon,’ topping dual 
at the Buffalo, is doing well. Third | 
canto of ‘Yankees ‘at the Century 
is robust 


| 

Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— | 
‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Fly By | 


Night (Par). Fair $10.000. Last week, 
‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G) andj} 
Vaughn Monroe orch, fancy $23,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—Gay Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Escape 
from Crime’ (WB) 
ish $15,000. Last week (44-65c), 
$16.000. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—Mrs. 


Miniver’ (M-G) (4th wk.). Still 
howing strong lure, around $9,000. 


Last week, ‘A-Haunting We Will Go’ | 


(20th) and ‘Little Tokyo’ (20th), fine 
$9,000. 

Lafayette (3.300; 30-44) 
— Atlantic Convoy’ (Col) and 
‘Blondie’s Event’ (Col). Moderate 
$7,500 Last week. ‘Private Bucka- 
roo’ (U) and ‘Tough as Come’ (UV), 
fast $9.000. 


(Hayman) 


20th Century (Ind.) (3,000: 44-65) 
‘Pride of Yankee (RKO). Still 
strong at over $10,000. Last week, 


potent $14,000 


| Gillespie’ 


| ‘Blue 


|‘Talk of 
| ville. All the house can hold at the 
Geared for bull- j scale. 
| holdover 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk.), high | 
| stage, mild $18,000. 


$25,000. Last week, ‘Calling Dr. 
(M-G) with Tommy 
Dorsey’s band on stage, smashing 
$29,000 with gross held down by 
heavy cut-rate soldier patronage. 
Columbia (Loew) (1.234: 29-44) 
Horizon’ (Par). Swell $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Annie Rooney’ (UA), 
Shirley Temple’s power got tower- 
ing $9,000 and broke the opening 
day’s boxoffice record. Best gross 
here since ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
Earle (WB) (2,210: 28-39-44-66) 
Town’ (Col) with vaude- 


Sizzling $23,000 which means 
Last week, ‘Big Shot’ 
(WB) with Ralph Hawkins band on 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 40-55-75)- 
‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) (4th wk) 
Nifty $12.000. Third stanza brought 
bangup $14,000. 

Metropolitan 
| —‘Gay Sisters’ 
| $8,000. Last week, 
ant’ (Col). 


of it soldier patronage 


(WB) (1,600; 
(WB). 
‘Flight 


28-44) 
Corking 


Palace (Loew ) (2,242: 28-55 
‘Mrs Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk ) 
|} Away out in front with $26,000 indi- 
cated for second seven days Last 


week, all the 
regular scale. 
capacity on all 


house could hold at 
$29,000 which meant 


snow 


» NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Surplus of Strong Films Makes Going Hard for Fresh 


| 


New pictures just being offered for 


ing the going tough because of extended runs accorded 


strong product previously released. 
money films, 
nodern exhibition history, is kes 
working 


Key plaving time 


Abundance of big 


probably the greatest of any 


overtime to get fresh producti 





City: $13,000 in 
Detroit 


booking are find- 


sesh, 


wiii likely hang 


huge biz in Jer 


$30,000 in 
Philly; and $16,00 


| Product—Bambi,’ “Talk of Town’ Likely Newcomers 


fourth Balto week, $20.000 for third 
Brooklyn; $18,000 in fourth. 
0 on second Montreal stanza, where it 
up an all-time city record. 


summer in ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) is confounding the experts by 
ping distributors nea equalling it econd week with a third session's 
tions the essential take of $77,000 in the N. Y. Paramount It 


doing 
ey City and has a ock 


Lieuten- | 
Stupendous $8,800, much 


$18,500 for 


San Francisco, Aug. 25. 
Preponderance of holdovers pushed 
grosses down here, but the dimout 

had little affect on the boxoffice. 
The three new bills, ‘Flight Lieu- 
tenant’ at the Orpheum, ‘Tarzan’s 
New York Adventure,’ riding the 
Paramount’s screen, and ‘Lady in a 
Jam,’ at the United Artists, are all 
doing well. ‘Lady’ is giving the UA 
iis best week’s total of recent weeks. 
‘Pride of Yankees,’ plus stage bill, is 
still torrid in its second week at the 





gate—$25,500. o 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 


| ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Affairs Mar- 
(2d wk). For last five 


‘tha’ (M-G) 
| days of its run, this combo will hit 
: | $12,000. Last week, $22,000. in the 
9 ® bd | groove. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 40-44- 
| 65)—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) and 
|} stage show (2d wk). The ‘Pride’ is 
providing a terrific wallop’ with 
smash $25,500 for second week. Last 
week, $31,000, scorching. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2.440; 35- 
40-55)—Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) and 
‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col). Hitting a nice 
pace at $14,000 Last week, ‘All 
Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘Call Ellery 
Queen’ (Col) (3d wk), $6,800, okay. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 35-40- 
55)—Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ (M- 
G) and ‘Fly by Night’ (Par). Click- 
ing at $16,000. Last week, ‘Cardboard 
Lover’ (M-G) and ‘Postman Didn't 
Ring’ (20th), $14,500, fair. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475: 35-40- 
| 55)—‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Sweater 
| Girl’ (Par) (2d wk of holdover). Will 
tab $6,000 for five days. Last week, 
$7,000, big. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55)—‘Lady in a Jam’ 
| (U) and ‘Drums of the Congo’ (U). 
Smart $11,000. Last week, ‘Friendly 

Enemies’ (UA) and ‘Alias Boston 
Blackie’ (Col), $5,100, disappointing. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-65) 
—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (5th wk). 
Leveling off in its fifth sesh at $13.,- 
000. Last week, $15,000, socko. 

Tiveli (Blumenfeld) (1,590: 35-40- 
55)—‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 
‘Call Ellery Queen’ (Col) (moveover 
after three weeks at Orpheum). This 
house dropped its vaude-pix policy 
and becomes moveover theatre for 
Blumenfeld circuit. Will do $4,000 on 
first straight pix bill. Last week, 
‘Attorney in Carter Case’ (Rep) and 
stage show, $5,000, sad. 


‘Crossroads’ Topper 
In Mpls., Bis $11,000; 
‘Kissed Bride’ $6,500 


Minneapolis, Aug, 25. 


Business continues to boom here, 
and even film offerings are able to 
arner respectable gross¢ In its 
fourth week downtown, ‘Mrs. Min- 
iver’ continues’ sensational Two 
newcomers, ‘Crossroads’ and ‘They 


All Kissed the Bride,’ are giving 
good accounts of themselves, former 
| being the town’s leader but ‘Bride 
| dipped after opening 

| Another holdover, ‘Gay Sisters,’ 


moved from the State to the World: 
‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ is attracting 
attention at the Gopher. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Submarine Raider’ (Col) and ‘Spit- 
fire Sees Ghost’ (RKO). In for five 
days and big $2,000. ‘Drums of 
Congo’ (U) and ‘About Face (U) 
| opened today (Tuesday). Last week, 
Hope Schuyler’ (20th) and ‘Powder 


Current week is typical because ‘Bambi’ (RKO- second Newark week Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB), | Town’ (RKO), big $1,800 in five days. 
Disney) and ‘Talk of the Town’ (Col) are clamoring doing $18,000 in 12th week of two-a-dav N. Y. run Century (P-S) (2,600; 30-40-50) 
for space. Both look like winne1 ‘Bambi’ is still go- has fine $36,000 to show fo econd L. A. week (two ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (4th wk). Still 
ing lke house-afire in second session at Radio City spots), solid $36,006 fo: econd Philly session, and rolling along and stirring amazement 
Music Hall, N. Y., with strong $90,000 on tap. Getting trong on second Cleveland week at e he aa tae prowess. Fine $6,800 

a : . ; : : ne ke : : alter > $8,500 last ek 
a rugged $13,000 in Cincinnati, and is credited with ‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) now is largely in second pln Tl a no week. 92.2 

agg d 7 ae sa: eer ' “gels Gopher (P-S) (2,600; 28-30)— 

beating both ‘Pride of Yankees’ and ‘Snow White’ on and third week: It is smash $24,000, with vaude. in 


opening day in Portland, Me. 


topping K. C. with great $13,000. 

While ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G), 
baffling totals, now 
latest money-making new entries. 
' portant 
| $68,000 in its second N. Y. 
nice $11,000, Pittsburgh. The 


third Chicago week. 
‘Gay Sisters’ 
} 


Ns 2. 


Eo Chicago, $13,000 on fifth in San 


‘Talk of Town’ is ioarrid 
$23,000, aided by vaude, in Washington: $11.000, Louis- 
ville; strong $16,000, Providence; strong in Omaha and 


continues to roll up 
largely on extended dates, ‘Pied 
Piper’ (20th) and ‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) shape up as 
First 
cities for ‘Piper,’ though racking up a hefty 
week. It 
in St. Louis, grand $26,000 in D. C., 
Abbott-Costello comedy 
is topping Seattle with a terrific $13,500, leading also 
in Louisville at $13,000, big on Indianapolis moveover, 
$12,000 for third Baltimore session and great $14,000 in 


(WB) also received additional playdates 
this week, being snappy $18,000 in Jersey City, ditto 
| $17,500, Pitt; big $15,000, Buffalo: giant $48,000, second 
stanza at Strand; fine $16,000 in Detroit. 

| of great biz for ‘Miniver’ is the $18,000 on sixth week 
Francisco, 26G on 
second Wash. session, top biz in Newark and Jersey to 


second Frisco se 


Providence 


ssion, huge $12,000 in fourth 


ditto at $18,000 in 


third sesh in Buffalo. 


experience 
week in im- ‘Footlight 


is oke at $11,500 
helped by band; 


$17,000, Baltimor 


and is leading C 
‘Tales 


Typical 


Serenade’ 


of Manhattan’ 
into the key cities. 


Typical of the large amount of sturdy product is the 
currently of 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G), ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ (Par) and 
choice dates. 
‘Wings’ has a great $55,000 in Chi, aided by band: fine 


‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) 


(20th) in getting 


e; big $12,000, Denver. ‘Crossroads 


is topping St. Louis with sock $18,500, nifty $40,000 in 
two Boston spots, } ; 
has a fine $22,000 in Philly, is good in Montreal. ‘Reap’ ters (WB). 
is tabbing a great $16,000 for second St. Louis week 


and great in Indianapolis. ‘Serenade 


incinnati at $18,000. 


(20th) also is slowly 


It has $7,00( 


Wash. 
frame, huge $22,000, third Boston week: fine in second 


week, Baltimore, fine 


It has $11,000 for two K, C, thea- 
tres and is fine for moveover in two Denver houses. 
‘Lady in Jam’ (U) will do great $35,000, with band. | 
to lead Cleveland, and is big in Frisco. 
ron’ (U) continues to do well. 
with $23,000 though in its second stanza. 
how for third Pitt week. 


} 
| 
edging | week, ‘Deap Wild Wind’ (Par), first 
| 
| 
| 
| 


‘Eagle Squad- 
Film still leads Detroit 


| ‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G). 

ton’s presence, played up in ads, 
| helping this. Grabbing for fine 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Private Buckaroo’ 
(U), big $4,000. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50)— 
‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col). Fair $6.500 
Last week, ‘Blue Hori- 
zon’ (Par), good $8,000. 

State (P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50)— 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G). Powell-Lamarr 
>| combo oke boxoffice here. Jogging 
along at swell $11.000 clip Last 
, | week, very big $11,000 for ‘Gay Sis- 


Red Skel- 


» | in prospect. 





(Par) 
Flat’ 


Uptown 
‘Tortilla 


(1,100; 
(M-G). First 
| borhood showing. Good $3,500. 


30-40 )— 
neigh- 
Last 


neighborhood showing and admission 
|! upped to 40-50, big $5,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40-50- 
55)—'Gay Sisters’ (WB) (2d wk). 
| Moved here after big week at State. 
~ | Good $3,500. Last week, ‘Fantasia’ 
) | (RKO) (2d wk), good $2,700 afte: 
big $6,000 initial weék at Century. 


“ee 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





Chicago, Aug. 25. 

Business is bright, despite the 
tough current handicaps of torn-up 
streets along the midway due to sub- 
way construction. On Saturday (22), 
for instance, it was impossible to 
cross Randolph street, which was 
solidly barricaded. This has par- 
ticularly hurt the Roosevelt, but 
other theatres are also affected. In 
view of this, biz is hot. 

Again the bands are turning in big 
business. .Alvino Rey with ‘Wings 
for the Eagle’ is heading for a wal- 
loping $55,000 at the Chicago, while 
Duke Ellington with ‘Sabotage 
Squad’ is getting a fine $21,000 at the 
Oriental. 

‘Pardon My Sarong’ still is strony 
at $14,000 in its third week at the 
Palace, while ‘Miniver’ at the United 
Artists is amazing with $18,000 foi 
the sixth session. ‘This Above All’ 
is continuing torrid with close to 
$20,000 in sight for a third session at 
the big State-Lake. ‘Sarong’ is being 
pushed out because of the pressure 
to get ‘Pride of the Yankees’ started 
at the Palace, having been pushed 
back one week already to give the 
Abbott-Costello picture more playing 
time. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (8th wk). Get- 
ting bright $8,000 currently, follow- 
ing bangup $8,500 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and Alvino 
Rey orchestra on stage. Another 
wallopper at the wicket with $55,000, 
is great in view of Burma Road set- 
ting of State street at present. Last 
week Jimmy Dorsey band with ‘Blue 
Horizon’ (Par) had ’em on. the raft- 
ers throughout to get a remarkable 
$58,000, way over expectation. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) — 
‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and ‘United 
Stand’ (20th). Combo is all right at 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Take .Letter’ 
(Par) and ‘Mokey’ (M-G), finished 
second week here at good $4,800. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55)—‘Sabotage Squad’ (Col) and 
Duke’ Ellington band on _ stage. 
Strictly the orchestra currently, and 
fine at $21,000. Last week, Paul 
Whiteman orchestra took care of the 
money situation in great style at $22,- 
900 with ‘Butch Baby’ (U). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—‘Sarong’ (U) and ‘Men of Texas’ 
(U). This makes it three weeks, and 
leaving only because of demands of 
‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO). Sparkling 
$14,000 after collecting powerful $17,- 
700 last week, 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)}—‘Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G) and ‘Post- 
man Ring’ (20th). Not much at $7,- 
000. Last week, ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) 


and ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col), mild | 


$8,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘This Above All’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Rolling right along to hot $20,000 
following wow $22,900 last week. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Miniver’ (M-G) (6th 
wk). Amazing $18,000 after big $19,- 
300 last week. 


‘Talk of Town’ Lusty 
$13,000, Sets K.C. Pace; 
‘Tales’ 11G in 2 Spots 


Kansas City, Aug. 25. 
‘Talk of the Town’ at the Midland 








- ‘Wings Eagle -Rey Robust $55,000 
In Chi; ‘Sabotage’-Ellington Fine 
21G, Above All High 206 in 3d Wk. 





oke $5,500, after opening week’s 
$8,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-40-55) 
—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) and 
‘Spitfire Sees Ghost’ (RKO) (3d 
wk). Film started under expecta- 


tions and third week at these upped 
figures is outstanding. Currently 
good $6,800 follows last week’s $7,- 


500. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (1,110; 11-30) 
—Bashful Bachelor’ (RKO) = and 
‘Scattergood Rides High’ (RKO) 
with vaude. Usual family trade for 
this policy, oke $8,000. Last week, 
‘A-Haunting We Will Go’ (20th) and 
‘Moonlight Masquerade’ (Rep) with 
variety bill, $7,500. 


TALK OF TOWN’ 
BIG 166, PROV. 


Providence, Aug. 25. 
‘Pride of the Yankees’ is still 
slugging along in its second week 
at the RKO Albee. Also big are 
‘Talk of the Town’ at Loew’s State, 
‘Ten Gentlemen from West Point’ at 


Majestic, and ‘Night in New Orleans’ 
at Strand, in that order. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 35-40-65)— 
‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
and ‘Sing Your Worries Away’ 
(RKO) (ist wk). Still bangup biz 
after one of biggest first weeks thea- 
tre ever had. Swell $12,000. First 
week, sockeroo $19,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; -30-40- 
50)—‘Tish’ (M-G) and ‘Sabotage 
Squad’ (Col) (2d run). Nice $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) 
(5th downtown week), sock $4,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Mad Doctor Market St.’ (U) and 
vaude. Good $6,800, Last week, ‘Top 








Sergeant’ (U) and vaude, nifty 
$7,500. 

Majestic (Fag) (2,200; 30-40-50)— 
‘Ten Gentlemen from Point’ (20th) 
and ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th). 
Nothing to complain about here, 
nifty $14,000. Last week, ‘Yankee 


Doodle Dandy’ (WB) .(2d wk), so-so 
$17,000 at $1.10 prices. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 30-40-50)— 
‘Talk of Town’ (Col) and ‘Blondie 
Victory’ (Col). Stepping off to 
strong $16,000. Last week, ‘Tish’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sabotage Squad’ (Col), 
good $14,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Night New Orleans’ (Par) and ‘Sui- 





cide Squadron’ (Par). Co:afortable 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Sweater Girl’ 
(Par) and ‘Submarine Raider’ 


(Rep), strong $9,000. 


‘Horizon’ Bright 1426, 
Denver; ‘Wings’ $12,000 


Denver, Aug. 25. 


First Runs On Broadway 


Week of Aug. 27 
Astor—‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
(RKO) (7th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 15) 
Capitol—‘Somewhere I'll Find 
You’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 5) 
Criterion— Pardon My Sarong’ 
(U). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 5) 
Gloke—‘Moscow Strikes Back’ 
(Artkino) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 19) 
Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (14th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 
Music Hall—‘Talk of the Town’ 
(Col). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 29) 
Paramount — ‘Holiday Inn’ 
(Par) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 
Roxy—‘The Pied Piper’ (20th) 
(3d week) 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 8) 
Strand—‘The Gay Sisters’(WB) 
(3d week) (28). 
(Reviewed in Variety’ June 3) 
Week of Sept. 3 
Astor—‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
(RKO) (8th week). 
Capitol—‘Somewhere [I'll Find 
You’ (M-G) (2c week). 
Globe—‘Moscow Strikes Back’ 
(Artkino) (4th week). 
Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (15th week). 
Music Hall—‘Talk of the Town’ 
(Col) (2d week). 
Paramount — ‘Holiday 
(Par) (5th week). 
Roxy—'The Pied Piper’ (20th) 
(4th week). 
Strand — ‘Across 
(WB) (4). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 19) 


‘TALK OF TOWN’ FORTE 
$8,500 IN MILD OMAHA 


Omaha, Aug. 25. 
‘Beyond the Blue Horizon’ and 
‘True to the Army’ are big at the 
Orpheum. Brandeis with ‘Talk of 





Inn’ 


the Pacific’ 











Midtown Manhattan is crowded 
with visitors and others taking a 
final fling before going back to work 
from vacations or 
Consequently, business continues 
outstandingly strong despite the mass 


ing up, at the Music Hall, 
mount, Roxy, Strand and Capitol. 
‘Bambi’ is strong in its second 
stanza at the Hall, with a sturdy 
$90,000 in sight after a very big $96,- 
000 opening week. However, Walt 
Disney feature was booked in for 


only twe weeks because of product 
piling up. ‘Talk of Town’ starts 
there tomorrow (Thursday). 

Roxy is holding ‘Pied Piper,’ with 
third session starting today (Wed- 
nesday). Picture hung up a bril- 
liant $68,000, or close, in its second 
week concluded last night (Tues.), 
after smash $78,000 initialer. Popu- 
larity of the novel, plus stalwart ex- 
ploitation, credited for way this film 
has clicked. 

‘Holiday Inn,’ which today goes 
into its fourth stanza at Paramount, 
racked up another terrific total on 
its third week at about $77,000, 
hardly any difference from second 
sesh. Now looks probable the Irving 
Berlin hit will run six weeks, with 
a change of stage show for the last 
two. 

Strand also continues in the big 
money with a great $48,000 on its 
second week with ‘Gay Sisters’ and 
stage layout headed by Sammy 
Kaye’s band. Stays for a third stan- 
za. ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ is get- 
ting fairly good $22,000 in second 
Capitol frame. 

State, too, is cashing in on the yen 
for stage shows, with vaudeville 
pushing “Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure 
to nice $24,500, or better. 

Estimates for This Week 





the Town’ and ‘Escape from Crime’ 
is only a step behind for top coin. 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 11-30- 
35-50)—Blue Horizon’ (Par) and 
‘True to Army’ (Par). Sock $9,800. 
Last week, ‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and 
‘Private Buckaroo’ (U), very big 
$9,600, bettering expectations. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 11- 
30-35-50)—‘Talk of Town’ (Col) and 
‘Escape Crime’ (WB). Strong $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Pride Yankees’ (RKO), 
last 10 days including three days of 
second week, smash $9,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-30- 
35-50)—‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) and 
‘Moontide’ (20th). Modest $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) and 
‘Gold Rush’ (UA), big £9.400. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,400; 11-20-30) 
—‘Dust on Sage’ (Rep), ‘Telling Me’ 
(U) acd ‘Yukon Patrol’ (Rep) triple 
split with ‘Bandit Trail’ (RKO), ‘Hit 
Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Drifting Kid’ 
(Mono), ‘Klondike Fury’ (Mono), ‘In 
Old California’ (Rep). Fair $800. 
Last week, ‘Underground Rustlers’ 
(Mono), ‘Submarine Raider’ 
and ‘Mob Town’ (U) triple split with 
‘Bad Men Hills’ (Col!. ‘Gay Vaga- 





Business is strong in ail first-runs 
with ‘Beyond the Blue Horizon at | 
the Denham topping the town and | 
holding. House is packed most of 





| 
| 


and “Tales of Manhattan,’ day-ana- | 


dating the Esquire and Uptown, are 
grabbing the tall coin this week. 
‘Tales’ will 
two Fox houses and 
over. ‘Talk of Town’ 
Standout with 
other house holdover is the 
of the Yankees’ earned a 
week’s run at the Orpheum. 

Hot weather arrived in full force 
last week but rain came to rescue 
later. 


likely 


‘Pride 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-44-55)— 
Tales Manhattan’ (20th). Off to a 


rousing start on a Wednesday open- 
ing and at these upped rates may 
hit a neat $11,000 or thereabouts. 
Last week, ‘Pardon Sarong’ (U), 
played full second week for good 
$6,000. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 11-30- 
44)—'Talk of Town’ (Col) and ‘At- 
lantic Convoy’ (Col). Three-star 
power ‘Town’ doing its work and 
8iving this big house one of its best 
weeks, $13,000. Last week, ‘Jackass 
Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Submarine Raider’ 
sen regular Wallace Beery take, 


Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- | Framed’ 
(2d | $7,500. 


30-44)—‘Blue 


Horizon’ (Par) 
wk). 


Usual Lamour-sarong trade, 


third | 


| week, ‘Married Angel’ 
get neat $11,000 at the 

hold- | 
is the K. C. | 
a great $13,000. In|! 


the time. Denver, with ‘Wings for 
Eagle’ topping a dualer, and Orpheum 
with ‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ as dual 
topper, are not far behind in coin. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-50-60)— 


(Mono), ‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) 
and ‘Spitfire at Sea’ (RKO), aided 
by Saturday night stage show, nice 


| $1,000. 


(Col) | 


bond’ (Rep) and ‘Back to Oklahoma’ | 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-65-$1.10) 
—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO-Gold- 
wyn) (6th wk). Continuing sock 
business, current (6th) week getting 
great $25,500. Fifth week, nifty 
$26,000. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Magnificent Amber- 
sons’ (RKO) (2d wk). Welles’ pic- 


ture holding up fairly well on second | 


session for $22,000, or better, after 
$30,000 on initial week. ‘Somewhere 
I’ll Find You’ (M-G) comes in to- 
morrow (Thursday). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44- 
55-75) —‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U). 
Latest Abbctt-Costello comedy opens 
today (Wednesday). Last week, 
| ‘Invisible Agent’ (U) (3d wk), stout 
| $9,000, following fine $35,000 in two 
earlier stanzas, 
| Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75- 
| 85)—'Moscow Strikes Back’ (Art- 
| kino) (2d wk). Going for near $15,- 
| 000 on second stanza, after $18,000 
lin opening week. Initialer 
| strong, but below 





was 


$10,000 in nine days of sixih week. 
| Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 83-$1.10- 


$1.65-$2.20 )—‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ | 
Continues swing- | 


(WB) (13th wk). 
ing along, with $9,660 on Saturday, 
| Sunday and Monday of present 
(13th) week, about pace of previous 
| session. 
' gross was good $18,000 








‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th), after a 
week at Denver and day-and-date 
with Broadway. Fine $5,500. Last 
(M-G), after 
Paramount week, good $4,000. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-35-40- | 
50)—‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th), after 
week at Denver and day-and-date 
with Aladdin. Good $3,000. Last | 
week, ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U), after 


| week at each the Denver and Alad- | 


idin, fair $2,500. 





Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-40- 
50)—‘Blue Horizon’ (Par). Huge 
$14,500, and is holding. Last week, 
‘Take Letter’ (Par) (3d wk) and 
‘Night New Orleans’ (Par) (2d wk), 
fine $8,000. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-40-50-60) 
—Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and 
‘Murder Big House’ (WB). Big 





$12,000, and may stay for a second 
session. Last week, ‘Tales Manhat- | 
tan’ (20th) and ‘About Face’ (UA), | 
huge $18,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) 
50-60)—‘Maisie Gets 
and ‘Tarzan’s N. 
(M-G). Surprisingly 
Last week, ‘Pride Yankees’ 
(2d wk), great $10,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-40)— 


(2,600; 30-35-40- | 
Man’ (M-G) 
Y. Adventure’ 
fine $12,500. 
(RKO) 


‘Sergeant York’ (WB) and ‘Was | 
(WB) (2d wk). Sturdy | 
Last week, same combo, | 


giant $10,000 for opening week. 


| Last week, ‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) 


/ 000 for extra Sunday 


initialer of ‘Broadway Serenade.’ 
The Aldine, shuttered all summer, 


reopens tomorrow (Wed.) with 
‘Crossroads.’ 

Estimates for This Week 
Arcardia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46- 


57-68)—‘This Above All ’ (20th) (3d 
run). Still plenty of profit at $3,200. 


G. Miller Pushing ‘Ship’ to Record 
$48,000 in Philly; ‘Dandy’ 366 in 2d 





wound up second week of second 
run with fine $3,400. | 

Boyd (WB) (2,569; 75-1.10)— | 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB) (2d | 


wk.) Riding high with solid $36,000 | 
at jacked-up figures, plus teriff $4,- 
showing at | 


Earle. Initialer was spectacular 
$45,000. 
Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) | 


—‘Spy Ship’ (WB) with Glenn Mil- | 


holdover sesh. 


H.0.s Fail to Dim Boff New York B0; | 
‘Bambi, $90,000, ‘Piper’ $68,000, Both = | 
Smash in 2d, ‘Tarz’-Vaude Nice 2446 


| gait, figured to last until Thanksgiv- 
ing or longer, 
Palace (RKO) (1,700: 28-35-44-55- 


into the service. | 
| Popularity 
| Rogers 
‘ | $8,000. 
of holdovers, all of which are stand- | 


Para- | 


forecasts. In | 
| ahead, ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) got good | 


Last week, ending Friday, | 
At present 


sened 


Philadelphia, Aug. 25. ler orch. May top Dorsey’s record | 
Name bands continue to be dyna- | With ots v0 = 000. Dorsey's take 
s ; ; af ; was 3,700. sast week, ‘Sweate: 
| sane draws here with the current | Girl’ (Par) with Stan Kenton orch 
Earle attraction, Glenn Miller or-| Jackie Cooper and Three Stooges, 
chestra and ‘Spy Ship’ likely to beat | fine $24,000. 
the terrific gross of Tommy Dorsey| Fox .(WB) (2,425: 35-46-57-68-75) 
two weeks ago. Looks like a sen-}—‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th). Fine 
sational $48,000 or near. $22,000 Last week, ‘Take Letter’ | 
Also keeping the cash registers| (Par) (2d wk.). Hurt by Sunday | 
tinkling are holdovers of ‘Yankee | closing because of defective piping, | 
Doodle Dandy,’ ‘Mrs. Miniver’ and| but okay $11,000 } 


for six days of | .p 


Karlton (WB) (1.066; 35-46-57-68) | 


—Allen Poe’ (20th). First-run 
this opus dissappointing $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Annie Rooney’ (UA), fair 
$4.000 for holdover semester, 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220: 35-46-57-68) 
—Saboteur’ (U) (2d run). Poor 
$3,000, hurt by long stay at Stanton 
Last week, ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) 
slightly better with $3,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—‘Miniver’ (M-G) (4th wk.). Still 
plenty healthy with $18,000. Last 
week, socko $23,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Tarzan'’s Adventure’ (M-G) (2d 
wk.). Skimming along with smooth 
$7,000 after bangup $9,500 for bow-in 
last week. 


for | 


65-75)—Top Hat’ (RKO) and ‘Duke 
West Point’ (20th) (both reissues), 
of Fred Astaire-Ginger 
oldie lifting this to fair 
Last week, ‘Big Street’ 
(RKO) (st run), solid $11,000. 
Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—'Holiday Inn’ (Par) and. on 
stage, Skinnay Ennis, the Ink Spots, 


others (4th wk). Fourth stanza 
opens today (Wednesday). Third 
session, concluded yesterday, was 


astonishing $77,000, little difference 
from second week’s sock $78,000. 
Ahead was a record non-holiday 
week mark of $85,000 (opening ses- 
sion) under present policy. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-55 - 85 - 99-$1.65)— 
‘Bambi’ (RKO-Disney) and stage 
show (2d wk). Heading for sturdy 
$90,000, after very big $96,000 in 
opening frame. ‘Bambi’ limited to 
two-week date because of product 
Jamming up, with ‘Talk of Town’ 
(Col ) opening tomorrow (Thursday ). 

Rialto (Mayer) (954; 28-44-55)—‘I 
Live on Danger’ (Par). Good $7,000, 
with ‘Just Off Broadway’ (20th) 
coming in Friday (28). Last week, 
‘A-Haunting We Go’ (20th) (3d wk), 
plenty nice $5,000 for third stanza 
at this house. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75- 
85-99 \—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and stage 
show (3d wk). Third week begins 
today (Wednesday). Second stanza 
hung up brilliant $68,000, or there- 
abouts, after bagging smash $78,000 
on the first frame. Initial week 
rated biggest here since ‘Alexander's 
Ragtime Band’ (20th). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adven- 
ture’ (M-G) (2d run) and Smith & 
Dale, Billy House, Linda Ware, 
Mary Raye & Naldi, others on stage. 
Leaning heavily on vaudeville lay- 
out for nice™$24,500 or better. Last 
week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) (2d wk.) 
and Bobby Byrne orch, stout $28,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-99- 
$1.10) — ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye band heading stage 
show (2d wk.). Holding up well 
for great $48,000, and stays Over a 
third session. Last week, first, was 
rousing $53,000. 








REAP’ $18,000, 
CINCY LEADER 


Cincinnati, Aug. 25. 

Business at downtown houses cure 
rently shows a hefty tilt over ‘ast 
week. Chief magnet is ‘Reap Wild 
Wind,” which is racking up a terrific 
Topening mark at the Capitol, which 
just concluded a banner seven-week 
engagement with ‘Mrs. Miniver.’ 

Walt Disney’s ‘Bambi’ is strong at 
the Albee and the Palace is on the 
right sidg with ‘Are Husbands Nec- 
essary? 








Other major stands are doing okay 
| with holdovers, 


Estimates for This Week 
| Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
| ‘Bambi’ (RKO). Very good $13,000. 
ast week, ‘Footlight Serenade’ 
(20th), big $14,500. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 40-44-55-60) 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). Initiat- 
ing run with a whopper $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (7th wk) 
bowed out with a terrific $7,000 at 
17-40-44-60-cent scale, grossing close 
to $75,000 on the 49-day engagement. 


Family (RKO) (1,000: 17-28)— 
Kid’s Guns’ (PRC) and ‘Night New 
Orleans’ (Par), split with ‘Hillbilly 
Blitzkrieg’ (Mono) and ‘Men of St. 
Quentin’ (PRC). All right $2,100. 
Same last week on ‘Texas Way’ 
‘Mono) and ‘Submarine Raider’ 


(Col), divided with ‘Top Sergeant’ 
(U) and ‘Escape from Crime’ (WB). 
Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
ootlight Serenade’ (20th). Move- 
over from Albee for second week. 
Strong $6,000. Last week, ‘Pardon 


{My Sarong’ (U) (2d run), great 
| $7,500. 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 


| Fairly 


—‘Wings for -Eagle’ (WB). Trans- 
ferred from Palace for second stanza, 
good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G) run), fair 


$4,500. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
My Sarong’ (U). Second 


(2d 


‘Pardon 
switch for third week on main line. 
Good $4,500. Last week, ‘Men of 
Texas’ (U), fair $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)—~ 
‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ (Par). 
All right $10,000. Ditto last week for 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB). 
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‘Wings for Eagle’ Soars to $17,000 
In Balto; ‘Pride-Vaude 186 in 1.0. 


Baltimore, Aug. 25 


With practically the entire first | 
Tun sector here in potent b.o. of | 
' 

strong product, lone new entry of 


‘Wings for Eagle’ is faring extremely 
well at the Stanley. Valencia, util- | 
ized as a moveover spot for con-| 
tinuation of downstairs Century pic- | 
tures for extended playing time, is 
uating some outside product because 
of extended playing of ‘Mrs. Mini- 
ver.’ 

Business is generally okay consid- | 


ering repeats prevailing. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century ‘(Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- | 
28-35-40-55-66)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M- 


G) (4th wk). Holding nicely to in- 
dicated $13,000 after ringing the bell | 
with asolid grand total of $62,000 for | 
previous three weeks. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-38-44-55-66-75 )—'Pride Yan- 
kees’ (RKO) (2d wk) (plus vaude). | 
Maintaining strong pace to $18,000 
after a very hey-hey opening round | 
at $23,300 which included a sell-out | 
reserved seat preem at $1.10. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-35-40-55)— ‘Pardon Sarong’ (U) 
(3d wk). Still going nicely at $12,- 
000 after totaling potent $34,800 on 
previous two sessions, 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)— 
‘Annie Rooney’ (UA) (2d wk). All 
right in h.o. with $3,000 possible 
after okay initial sesh at $4,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Very steady at good $5,000 
after bright opening round to $7,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,286: 17-28-40-55) 
— Wings for Eagle’ (WB). Lone 
new entry nicely spotted for rosy 
$17.000. Last week, second of ‘Take 
Letter’ (Par), very solid $24,400 for 


two sesh. 
Valencia (Loew’'s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55)—‘Shelock Holmes, Voice | 


Terror’ (U). Fair $3,000. Last week, 
‘Pierre Plains’ (M-G), mild $2,800. 


‘Ambersons’ $8,000 For 
Indpls.; ‘Crossroads’ 
Great 946, ‘Wings’ 836 


Indianapolis, Aug. 25. | 

Business is levelling off in most | 
spots as average attractions are on | 
list this week after series of bell- | 
ringers. Heavy competish from 
Ringling circus was felt at boxoffice | 
in some situations. ‘Crossroads,’ at 
Loew’s, is leading picture parade 
with a nifty total. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 28-33- | 
44 )—Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO) 
and ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col). Orson 
Welles ‘film version of novel set in 
Indianapolis is playing at $8,000 clip, 
not so good, in Author Booth Tark- 
ington’s home _ town. Last week, | 
Blue Barron band with ‘Blondie Vic- 
tory’ (Col), sturdy $16,000 at slight 
tilt in prices. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,200: 28-33- 
44)—‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and 
*Tombstone’ (Par). Town’s defense 
workers helping to nice $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) and 
*Tough as Come’ (U), terrific $13,000. 

Keith’s (Ind) (1,200; 28-44)—‘Un- 
geen Enemy’ (U) with vaudeville. 











Stage show with Ken Maynard and 
horse luring kids; good $3,800 in 


four-day run. Last week, ‘Prisoner 
Japan’ (PRC) with unit, fair $3,500. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 28-33-44) 
-——Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie’s 
Event’ (Col). New attraction here 
carrying combination to healthy $9,- 
500. Last week, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G), great $10,100 for third ses- 
gion 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,850; 28-33- 
44)—"Pardon Sarong’ (U) and “Tough 
as Come’ (UU). Rugged $6,000 on 
moveover after smash first week at 
Indiana. Best trade here in weeks. 
Last week, ‘This Above All’ (20th) 
and ‘Different Eyes’ (20th), average 


$4.000. 


*‘Miniver’ Great $16,000 
On Second Mont’l Week 


Montreal, Aug, 25. 
Based on weekend returns ‘Mrs. | 
Miniver’ will gross little less in hold- | 
over currently than in first week 
when the take was $16,500 with an- 
other smashing $16,000 in sight. This 
will be a record for the house and 
the city. 
Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 35-50)— 
*Wings of Victory’ (Esq). Weak | 
$2.500. House shutters after this one. 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
*All Kissed Bride’ (Col). Pacing | 
nice $6,500. Last week, ‘Gay Sisters’ | 
CWB) (2d wk), good enough $5,000. | 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— | 
*Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and /| 
*Thru Different Eyes’ (20th). Good | 


———— + 
! 
| 





other smash $16,000 in after 


iush $16,500 last week. 


sight 


Princess (CT) (2.300: 30-40-52)— 
Magnificent Dope’ (20th) and ‘Paci- 
fic Rendezvous’ (M-G). Fine $4,500. 


Last week, ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and 
‘Fingers Window’ (M-G), good 
$4,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Powder 
Town’ (RKO). Weak $2,000 likely. 
Last week, ‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U) 
and ‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U), fair 
$2,500. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘La Citadelle du Silence’ and 
‘Ma Soeur de Lait.’ Neat $3,800. 
Last week, ‘Si Tu Reviens’ and ‘Petit 
acques,’ fine $4,300. 


Sarong’ Terrif 
$13,000, Lville: 
Town Hefty 116 


Louisville, Aug. 25. 

‘Pardon My Sarong’ at the Rialto 
and ‘Talk of the Town’ at Loew’s 
State, only two major films here, 
are copping bulk of the coin. The 
Abbott and Costello comedy is 
pacing the field at the Rialto at a 
tremendous $13,000. ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ in its second week at the 
Mary Anderson has slowed up, the 
$1.10 scale rated as not helping. 
Local patrons don’t like to pay more 
than the established price even for 
the specials. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) — ‘Footlight Sere- 
nade’ (20th) and ‘Little Tokyo’ 
(20th). Continuing for okay sesh 
after moveover from Rialto at $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col), 
light $1,700. 

Kentucky 
—‘This Our 
Takes Flier’ 
week, ‘Gal 


(Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
Life’ (WB) and ‘Wife 
(Col). Fair $1,700. Last 
Sal’ (20th) and ‘Great 
Man’s Lady’ (Par), average $1,800. 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—"Talk of Town’ (Col) and 
‘Sweetheart of Fleet’ (Col). This 
combo looks to have plenty on the 


| ball. Impetus of strong getaway will 


carry to healthy $11,000. Last week, 
‘Jackass ‘Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Grand 
Central Murder’ (M-G), good $8,500. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
40-75-$1.10) — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (2d wk). H.o. stanza 


is getting off slowly. Raised admish, 
which patrons here don’t like even 
for the good ones is blamed. In- 
creased price received quite a dress- 
ing down from Boyd Martin, vet 
film critic here, and this hasn't 
helped. Currently pacing for medium 
$5,000. Last week, not quite up to 
expectations with good $11,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) and 
‘Top Sergeant’ (U). Abbott and 
Costello continuing as b.o. dyna- 
mite. Did turnaway bix over the 
weekend, and pacing terrific $13,000. 
Last week. ‘Footlight Serenade’ 
(20th) and ‘Little Tokyo’ (20th), fine 
$8,500 and moveover 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—‘Men of Texas’ (U) and 
‘Rubber Racketeers’ (Mono). Oke 
$3.500. Last week, ‘Are Husbands 
Necessary’ (Par) and ‘Dr. Broad- 


way’ (Par), mild $3,000. 


LAMARR-POWELL LEAD 


ST. LOO, SMASH $18,500, #°.50°: 


St. Louis, Aug. 25. 
Spell of cool weather and attrac- 
tive screen fare is keeping grosses at 
the deluxers nicely above the aver- 
age. ‘Reap the Wind’ and ‘Night in 


New Orleans’ at the Fox are strong | 


on their second sesh. ‘Crossroads’ 
and ‘Meet the Stewarts’ are best in 
town at Loew’s. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew) 


arts’ (Col), Nice getaway plus Mon- 
day night hypo when retail stores 
remain open until 9 p.m. points to 
sock $18.500. Last week, ‘Married 
an Angel’ (M-G) and ‘Twin Beds’ 
(UA), nice $18,700. - 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)\—Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘A- 
Haunting Will Go’ (20th). Return to 
normal admish scale will hold take 
down to $11,500. Last week, ‘All 
Kissed Bride’ 


$16,000 after smash $26,000 garnered 
in first stanza. 


Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50 )— | 


‘Pardon Sarong’ (U) (2d wk), and] 
|*All Kissed Bride’ (Col). Good for 
$6,500, above average. Last week, 
‘Sarong’ (U) and ‘Joan of Ozark’ 
(Rep), sturdy $8,100. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Syncopation’® (RKO) and ‘Faacon | 
| Takes Over’ (RKO). Expected to 


gross $5.5U0, neat. Last week, ‘Wings 


| 





| Eagle’ (WB) and ‘Above All’ (20th), | 


$5,000 





‘Gay Sisters’ Snappy 
$17,500 in Pitt; Piper’ 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 25. 
Cooler weather and rain over 
weekend kept everybody around in 
this non-rationed gas era, with re- 
sult that biz boomed. ‘Pied Piper,’ 





| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


| time. 


| 


with some rave notices, is lighting 
the fires under the Harris again to 
give that house first h.o. in some- 
‘Eagle Squadron’ at Fulton, in 
its third, is still showing surprising 
strength and likely to hold again. 


Paul Whiteman and ‘Are Hus- 
bands Necessary?’ are shooting 


|above Stanley’s regular average. 


Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 35-44-66)— 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (3d wk). Still 
merry at b.o. Should grab at least 
$7,000, swell. Probably means an- 
other h.o. Last week ‘Squadron,’ 
fine $7,500. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th). Swell notices 
for this one, with plenty of follow- 
up comment, and ——_ out a 
great $11,000. Holds over, first pic- 
ture to rate more than a single week 
here since ‘This Above Al!’ (20th) 
more than a month ago. Last week, 
‘Invisible Agent’ (U) ns.h., at 
$6,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
55)—'Gay Sisters’ (WB). Crix don’t 
like this one, but will do a robust 
$17,500, which means a h.o. at either 
Warner or Ritz. Last week, ‘Cross- 
roads’ (M-G), about the same. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55 )— 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G) (2d wk). Would 
have ordinarily moved to Warner, 
but with ‘Miniver’ (M-G) doing so 
well there, Powell-Lamarr meller 
was shot into this small-seater. Do- 
ing average $2,800. Last week, ‘Ser- 
geant York’ (WB), after opening 
week at Warner, $2,100, not so bad. 

Senator (Harris) (1.750; 30-40-55) 
—United We Stand’ (20th) and ‘A- 
Haunting Will Go’ (20th). Merely 
average, around $2,750. Last week, 
‘Drums of Congo’ (U) and ‘Ellery 
Queen Meets Agent’ (Col), $2,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3.800; 30-44-55-66) 
—‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ (Par) 
and Paul Whiteman band. Nice 
$22.500, with Whiteman the lure. 
Last week, Horace Heidt and 
‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO), big $32,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-44-66)— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (5th wk). Sec- 
ond for smash hit here after three 
big weeks at Penn, and still doing 
knockout biz at $8.500. Last week, 
‘Miniver’ terrific $12,000. 


SYNCOPATION’ FINE 
$6,800 FOR PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 25. 





(3,172; 30-40-50)— | 
| ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Meet Stew- 


Only new show in town is ‘Synco- 


ithe Orpheum. Holdovers are 
{topped by ‘Miniver’ now in a 
seventh stanza at the UA, but ‘Jack- 
lass Mail’ is pulling a high score in 
its second week at the Broadway. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 
50) — ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and 
‘Affairs Martha’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Going over for high $7,000, after a 


35-40- 





| 


116, ‘Squadron’ 76 in 3d 


| 50-55 )—‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and | 
Profitable 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) 


| 
| 
| 


| beautiful $30,000. 





| 
| 


pation,’ drawing great response a | 
still | 


‘Spy -Andrew Sis-Osborne Huge 306. 
In Hub; ‘Crossroads 406 in 2 Spots 





and ‘Real Glory’ (UA) 


mild $13,000. 


(reissues), 


+ ee 


Boston, Aug. 25. 
definite lag in biz here this 





The 


Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55) | week can be accounted for by the 


—‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and ‘Yokel 
Boy’ ‘Rep) (2d wk). 
$13,000. Last week, hefty $19,000. 
Met (Loew’s) (3,618: 30-40-50-55- 
65)—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). 


Prices | Sisters 


d : : _ 
| weather, which is as torrid as it's 


Satisfactory | been in years with the temperature 


| hovering in the high 80s day and 
night. Despite this, the Andrews 
with Will Osborne’s band 


upped, but film destined to bring in,| and Kay Kyser’s picture, ‘Favorite 


Texas’ (U), good $17,000. 


\ Last week, “Tar-| Spy’ are hitting a hot pace. 
zan’s Adventure’ (M-G) and ‘Men of | 


‘Crossroads’ is toothsome $40,000 
for combined take at Orpheum and 


Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- | State. 


‘Atlantic Convoy’ (Col). 


and ‘Sweetheart Fleet’ (Col) (2d 


wk), oke $18,000. 


SARONG’ PACES 
SEATTLE, 13146 


Seattle, Aug. 25. 





Dimout is not hurting film theatre | 


biz here, with twilight baseball fig- 
ured a help rather than detriment. 
‘Pardon My Sarong’ is heading for 
a terrific $13,500 or better at the 
Paramount, and it stays for at Jeast 
one more session. ‘Invisible Agent’ 
also is rated strong at the Orpheum, 
while ‘Footlight Serenade’ is forte in 
its second session at the Music Hall. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 30-40-58)—‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) 
and ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par) (4th wk). 


Going for indicated oke $2.700. Last | 


week, same dual, nice $3,300. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 30-40- 
58)—Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ (M- 
G) and ‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G). 
Mild $6,500. Last week, 
(M-G) (5th wk) socko $8,600 on 
nine days. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650: 30-40-58)— 


‘Kukan’ (UA) and ‘Ellery Queen 
Meets Agents.’ Headed for good | 
$6,700. Last week, ‘Gunga Din’ 


(RKO) and ‘King Kong’ (U) (reis- 
sues) (2d wk), in five days oke $4,- 
100. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Miniver’ (M-G) (6th wk). Hot re- 
lease from Fifth, where it had great 
run. Big $4,200 likely. Last week, 
‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Happened 
Flatbush’ (20th) (6th week down- 
town), nifty $3,800 on nine days. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 30-40-58) 


—Footlight Serenade’ (20th) (2d 
wk) and ‘Little Tokyo, U.S.A.’ (20th). 
New pix rated helping other film | 


on its second session, nice $4,600. | 
Last week, ‘Footlight Serenade’ 


(20th) and ‘United We Stand’ (20th). 
very good $6,800. 
Orpheum (H-E) 
—'Invisible Agent’ (U) and ‘Lady 
Gangster’ (WB). Robust $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Night 
New Orleans’ (Par), $8,100, big. 


(2,600; 30-40-58) 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 30-40- 
58)—‘Klondike Fury’ (Mono) and 
‘Unseen Enemy’ (U) plus vaude. 


Oke at near $8,000. Last week (23- 
40-58), ‘Young America’ (20th), but 
stage show the reason for marvelous 
$11,800, house record, with Al Pearce 
and gang mopping up. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.039: 30-40-58) 

‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) and ‘No 
Hands on Clock’ (Par). Terrific $13,- 
500, and stays at least one more ses- 
sion. Last week, ‘Maisie Gets Man’ 


| (M-G) and ‘Pierre Plans’ (M-G) (2d 


surprise first week at terrific $10,000. | 


Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500: 35-40-50)—‘Real Giory’ (UA) 
and ‘Sleepy Time Gal’ 
Holding up to nice $4,500 for 


WEEK First M eek, gOC rd 


afl ee 


(reissue) 
(Rep). 


secona 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) ‘Syncopation’ 
(RKO) and ‘Little Tokyo, 
Looks like great $6,800. Last 
‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and ‘A-Haunt- 
ing We Wil] Go’ (20th) (2d wk}, 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 

—‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
|‘Night New Orleans’ (Par). Riding 
along towards satisfactory $6,000 in 
second week. First week, robust 
| $9,000. 
United Artists (Parker) (900; 35- 
| 40-50)—"Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Still 
jrolling, good $5,000 in a seventh 
' week. Sixth week, great $5,500. 





sont’ LADY IN JAM? SOARS TO 


oke $7,000 and moved to Music Box. | 





‘Miniver’ Huge $30,000, 
Best in Mild Brooklyn | 


Brooklyn, Aug, 25. 





$7.000. Last week, ‘Syncopation’ | Didn’t Ring’ (20th), disappointed at | 
‘RKO) and ‘Suicide Squadron’ | $10,500, 
(Rep), okay $6,000. | Fox (F&M) (5,000: 40-50-60)— | 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— | ‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) and ‘Night 


"Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


An- I 


New Orleans’ (Par) (2d wk). Greut 


Bulk of coin is coming to Loew’s! 
Metropolitan, where extraordinary 


(Col) and ‘Postman | biz is being done by ‘Mrs. Miniver.’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) 


—‘Big Street’ (RKO) and ‘A-Haunt- | $17,000. 
Mediocre $14,- | 
(RKO) | 


ing Will Go’ (20th). 


000. Last week, ‘Top Hot’ 


(3.274; 30-40-50-55) | scale. 


wk), in five days, good $4,700. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 30-40- 

598 )—‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Night 

New Orleans’ (Par) (2d wk). Hot 


moveover from Orpheum, swell] $3.- | 


700. Last week (23-40), ‘Fantasia’ 
(RKO) and ‘Magnificent Dope’ 
(20th) (2d run), $3,100, big. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 
20-30) ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and 
‘Wife Takes Flier’ (Col) (3d run). 
Big $3,300. Last week. ‘Kings Row’ 
(WB) and ‘For Keeps’ (M-G) (3d 


run), $3,400. 


$39,000 IN CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, Aug. 25. 

Horace Heidt’s orch is making 
golden musie at Palace's b.o., push- 
ing ‘Lady in Jam’ into first place for 
this stanza. H.o. of ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ also is doing a whale of a 
biz for Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 





_ Allen (RKO) (3.000; 35-40-45-55- 
75)—Pride Yankees’ (RKO) (3d 
wk). Third lap should get a still 


robust $6,000 after corraling $8,500 | 
' last week. 


Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 75-$1.10)— 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WR) (2d 


wk). Although expected to take a 
| spanking because of stiff admish 
holdover is excellent at | 


Last round approximately 


"5 090. 
Lake (Warners) 


(800: 35-40-45- 


‘Miniver’ | 


Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200: 40-55-65-75- 
| 85)—‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO), Andrews 
| Sisters and Will Osborne's orchestra. 
| Pointing to socko $30,000. Last 
| week, Martha Raye, Charlie Barnet 
| band and ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col), 
| $33.500. 
| Fenway 





(M-P) (1,373: 30-44-60)— 
) ‘Beyond Horizon’ (Par) and 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). Limped in 
from the Met for anemic $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Above All’ (20th) and ‘Hap- 
| pened Flatbush’ (20th), $5,500. 

| Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 40-55-65- 
|75)—‘Pride Yankees’ (RKO) (3d 
|'wk). Still scoring at walloping $22,- 
/000. Last week, $26.000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367: 30-44- 
55-60)—‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and 
‘Postman Didn't Ring’ (20th). Lacka- 
daisical $15,000. Last week, ‘Blue 
Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Sweater Girl 
(Par), $19,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-65-70) 
—‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘About 
Face’ (UA). The best in town at 
snappy $22,500. Last week, ‘Mrs, 
Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk), $24,000, 
great. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,800; 30-44-60) 
—‘Blue Horizon’ and ‘Sweater Girl’ 
| (Par). Dismal $9,000. Last week, 
|‘Above All’ (20th) and ‘Happened 
| Flatbush’ (20th), nice $12,000. 
| State (Loew) (3,600; 40-65-70)— 
| ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘About Face’ 
(UA). Snagging a tasty $17,500. 
Last week, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d 
wk), $16,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 
| 44-55)—‘Night Train’ (20th) and 
‘Top Sergeant’ (U). Doing better on 
second try, $4,500. okay. Last week, 
i‘Smart Alecks’ (Mono) and ¢Convoy’ 

(RKO), $4,500. 


‘Big Street’ Lush 1836 
In Newark; “Miniver’ 


$26,500, ‘Inn’ 183, 2d 


Newark, Aug. 25. 

‘Mrs. Miniver,’ in the first week 
of a four-round stay at Loew’s State, 
is riding to a terrific $26,500. House 
|has packed them in all week, with 
matinee attendance especially bright. 

‘Holiday Inn,’ at the Paramount, is 
set for a sock second session follow- 
ing its record-breaking opening 
frame. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2.800: 30-44-55- 

60-75)—‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 











‘Canal Zone’ (Col). Weak start and 
doesn’t figure to top $13,500, poor, 
Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) 


and ‘Blondie Victory’ (Col) (2d wk), 
oke $13,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44- 
50)—'Private Buckaroo’ (U) and 
‘Broadway’ (U). Fairish $2,700. Last 
week, ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and 
‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA), okay 
$3,100. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
35-45-55-60-75 )—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) 
and ‘Dudes Pretty People’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Looks like sock $18,500 second 
time around, after record-breaking 
$25,500 in first stanza. 

Procter’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-44-60- 
70-85) — ‘Big Street’ (RKO) and 
‘Man Wouldn’t Die’ (20th). Two 
nights of vaude will help this pair 


to okay $18,500. Last week, ‘King 
Kong’ (RKO) and ‘Gunga _ Din’ 
(RKO) (reissues), potent $21,000, 


aided by vaude, Monday and Tues- 
day nights. House will tilt afternoon 
and night scale starting this week. 

State (Loew's) (2,600: 30-40-50-60- 
75)—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). This is 
proving a real b.o. killer-diller, 
torrid $26,500, best house has had 
since ‘Gone With the Wind.’ Last 
| week, ‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G), 
taste ar $15,500. 


| 55 \—Closed Saturday (22) for re- 
| decorations, with ‘This Above All’ 





75)—'Lady in Jam’ (Col) plus 
Horace Heidt orch on stage. Despite 
terrific weekend rainstorm, par- 
ticularly sweet $35,000. Last week, 
‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) with Ozzie 


| (20th) (3d wk) winding up with 
| good $1,800. 
| Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-45-55- 


Nelson or¢h and Harriet Hilliard, 
about $25,000. 
| State (Loew's) (3.450: 35-40-45- 
| 55)—‘Husbands Necessary’ (Par). 
| Modest $11,000. Last week. ‘Twin 
Beds’ (UA) ditto. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1.872: 35-40- 
45-55)-—'Twin Beds’ (UA) (2d wk) 


Okay $4.600. Last wee. ‘Blue Hori- 
(Par), $4.500. 
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News ond Gossip About the Production and | Distribution of the Best Shows in Town! 























Sure — we know 
we've shown you pic- 
tures before of Dona 
Drake, who's’ with 
Hope, Crosby and La- 
mour in ‘Road to 
Morocco.’ But so far 
we've had no com- 
plaints from readers. 








‘INN STAYS IN 
FOR SOCKO 
6TH WK. 





Paramount's ‘Holiday Inn’ con-|} 
tinued making boxoffice history} 
this week in the three spots where | 
it has opened—doing more business | 
than a month of Sundays in every | 
location. | 

The Irving Berlin-Mark Sandrich | 
sensation will stay in the big Times | 
Square Paramount for at least six} 
weeks, Manager Bob Weitman has | 
announced, ‘Inn’ has broken so 
many Paramount Theatre records | 
it’s hard to list them. It completed 
its third week yesterday, with busi- |} 


ness setting an all-time third week 
record 

New York Paramount business 
for the Bing Crosby-Fred Astaire | 
starrer has been in the five-figure | 
bracket every day but three for | 
nineteen days on these three days 
it dropped into four figures by a 
matter of a few dollars only. 


First day of the third week was | 
only $14 under opening day! 

Third week total was DOUBLE | 
the business done in the third week | 
by the combination of ‘Road to 
Zanzibar’ and Benny Goodman’s 
ork! 

Other two spots were ‘Inn’ 
rently playing show similar sen- 
sational business. Paramount, New-| 
ark, did nearly double the business | 
of ‘Zanzibar’ for ‘Inn’s’ first week; | 
U. S. Theatre, Paterson, did double | 
both ‘Zanzibar’ and ‘La. Purchase’. | 


is cur- 


‘Inn’ In in London 

British Isles go for the com- 
bination of Irving Berlin, Bing 
Crosby, Fred Astaire and Mark 
Sandrich, too, according to 
cables received by David E. 
Rose, Managing Director for 
Paramount in Great Britain. 
‘Holiday Inn’ has smashed all 
records of London’s Plaza The- 
atre and has settled down for a 
long run, 
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Armed Marine Corps Sen- 
tries to. Flank Rivoli; New- 
bold Morris to Present 
Commemorative Plaque to 
N. Y. Marine Corps 
League; Entire Program a 
Pattern for Subsequent 
‘Wake’ Playdates 


RED CROSS BENEFIT 


With two military previews al- 
ready held at Camp Elliott, 
Diego, and at Quantico, Va., Monday 
night, plans were all set today 
the public World Premiere of Par- 
amount’s ‘Wake Island’ Tuesday night 
at the renovated Rivoli Theatre. 
Full proceeds of the premiere will 
go to the Red Cross; subsequent run 


at popular prices. 


Marines will attend the Rivoli 
miere, which will have Barbara Brit- 
ton, sole feminine player billed in 
the cast of ‘Wake Island,’ as guest. 
Miss Britton will be host to a num- 
ber of New York relatives of 











Marines 
land’ 
military preview. 
ed ‘8,000 CHEER ‘WAKE ISLAND,’ | 


‘WAKE’ CHEERED’ 
—N. Y. TIMES) tone 


New York Times special 


cheered Par’s 


More than 8,000 United States 
Marines cheered to the echo at 
four preview showings here 
this evening of the new Para- 
mount film, ‘Wake Island,’ soon 
to be released throughout the 
country. With unrestrained 
enthusiasm the officers and en- 
listed men at this huge Marine 
training post gave their approv- 
al to this film, which depicts 
in realistic terms the heroic 
defense of the small Pacific is- 
land during the desperate two 
weeks following Pearl Harbor. 
Present at the second show- 
ing was Barbara Britton, Par- 
amount starlet, who has an in- 
cidental role in the films She 
was introduced to the Marine 
audience hy Major General H. 
M. Smith. The soldiers cheered 
Miss Britton almost as enthu- 
siastically as the film. 


cor- 
respondent reported that Quantico 
‘Wake Is- | 
‘to the echo’ at Monday night’s 
Story was head- | 


and ran in Tuesday’s late editions 
as follows: 
QUANTICO, Va., Aug. 24.— 








All Out For ‘Salute to Our Heroes’ Month 

Your theatre is on the front line during September— 
‘Salute to Our Heroes’ Month! 
help sell a BILLION in War Bonds and Stamps. Get busy! 


Uncle Sam wants us to 








| who were on duty at Wake, in a din- 
‘ner immediately before the 
| miere. 

A plaque commemorative of 
stand of the Marines at Wake will 
be presented to Commandant Will- 
iam F. Gaynor of New York Detach- 


pre- 


the 


ment Number 1, Marine Corps 
; League, by Newbold Morris, presi- 
| dent of City Council 

| The premiere will be a ‘public’ 


premiere—with no special guests of 
announced in advance. 
is understood that 

| officers of the Army, Navy, 
|Corps and Coast Guard will 
hand. 

| Arrangements 
opening, it is 
duplicated in 
sequent openings 
|The premiere has 
} such fashion that 
'can be duplicated 
| rine Corps League 

“? 


nave 


ranking 
Marine 
be on 
for the 
understood, 
many cities 
of 
been plannéd 
the pattern it 
~very where 
and other 


ea to cooperate 


be 
sub- 


will 
for 


in 

sets 
Ma- 
organi- 
zations prepal 
every locality where they have 
branche 


New 


assocl 


York new 
ation represen 


-d the military 


paper ana 
‘ } « 

tatives wno at- 
preview at 
the city yesterday 


tena¢ 
tico returned to 

Among those to make the trip were 
Bosley Crowther of the Times: How- 
ard Barnes of the Herald Tribune: 
Alton Cook and Ed Hill of the World 
Telegram; John McManus of PM, and 
G. E. Blackford, of 
American. Washington correspond- 
capital. 

At the Camp Elliott showing 10,000 
Marines were on hand for the pic- 
ture and the dedication of an amphi- 
fheatre. 
Island’ cast were guests 

Among the correspondents on the 
| Coast trip were Hal Church, Acme; 
Jim Lindsley, AP: Bill Pepper of 


4 
_ 





of the picture at the Rivoli will be| 


‘Wake Island.’ 


ents joined the party at the nation’s | 


San | 


for | 


A contingent of 200 United States | 
pre- | 


men | 


—— 


How- | 


No. 27 











Tone-Martin Teamed 





Franchot Tone will play op- 


posite Mary Martin in the 
forthcoming Paramount pic- 
ture ‘True to Life,’ comedy 
dealing with the people who 
make radio’s soap-operas, it 
was announced end of last 
week. Tone will share top 


honors with Miss Martin, Dick 
Powell and Victor Moore. Pic 
is his second for Par under a 
new contract; first was in the 
still-to-be-released super musi- 
cal, ‘Star Spangled Rhythm.’ 

Word from the Coast is that 
Tone will also have a top role 
in the Charles Brackett-Billy 
Wilder opus now preparing, 


m2 


Lamb's Gambol 




















titled ‘Five Graves to Cairo.’ 
Times; Edwin Schallert, Times; Al 
Kahn, City Editor, UP; Carl 


Schroeder, Annenberg Publications; 
Chicago Sun Bu- 
E. J. Smithson, Faw- 


George Shaffer, 
reau Manager; 


cett’s and Jimmy Starr, Herald 
Express. 

Advance promotion and adver- 
tising of ‘Wake Island’ is leaning 
heavily on radio, a checkup of ac- 
tivities shows. Par’s success with 
recent air campaigns on major pic- 
tures has led to increased use of 


radio all along the line, and ‘Wake’ 


follows the trend. 


Paramount will take spot 


of ‘Wake’ 


an- 
nouncements for the Rivoli opening 
on seven New York sta- 





Gil Lamb, clinchee in the Daley 
double—Nelson above, learns that 
it’s catch-as-Cass-can when Miss 








tions, running up to and perhaps| Daley takes a fancy to you. It’s 
after opening day. In addition, tie- from ‘Star Spangled Rhythm.’ 
up broadcasts have been arranged 
with a number of top-Crossle ro- ‘ ; : 
grams. First of ‘im ar aan. on the pessurs in their regular 
| day’s “Vox Pop’ show, which went | shows. This is expected to be _ 
out over 75 CBS stations from the | tended to coves other sections, 
| West Coast military premiere. An- | Plugs will give day-and-date —— 
| other comes through Friday, when| to local bookings. 
1171 stations will carry a ‘Salute to! Miss Britton is plenty busy with 
/ 7 4 
the Marine Corps’ and personal ap- _— engagements during her stay on 
, ‘ New York. This afternoon she’s 
pearance of Barbara Britton on the on the air twice—at 2 p.m. on 
‘Double $e Nothing show. ‘Battle WOR’s ‘Martha Deane’ show and 
of the Sexes how on premiers at 4 p.m. on a WJZ War Bond Drive 
night will carry three Marines and! show, Tomorrow night she’s on 
three girls including Barbara ‘Parade’s Weekly Review’ (WHN, 
with hefty plugs for ‘Wake.’ 10 p.m.) Friday it’s ‘Double or 
Just arranged first of this week} Nothing,’ as mentioned Sunday 
was a tieup whereby, 175 stations! she hits two Blue network shows— 
which now carry Marine Corps pro-| ‘Show of Yesterday and Today’ at 
grams in the northeast section of; 2:30 p.m and the Army-Navy 
Game at 5:30 p.m. 


the Journal-| 


Male members of the ‘Wake 


Hedda Hopper’s office; Bob Wachs- | 


Hollywood Reporter; Charles 
Juddson, L. A. News; Gene Wither, 
L. A Herald Express: 
Wright, L. A. News; 
Herald aga Harold 

L. A. Citizen News; Ollie 


man, 


Virginia | 

Alex Campbell,} , 

Hubbard, | 
French, | 


New York} 


the United States, 


will include copy 
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“Gentlemen, if you keep this picture five more days Pll 
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HERE WE GO AGAIN 


(SONGS) 








Hollywood, Aug 25. | 
RKO release of Allan Dwar l n, | 
directed by Dwan Stars Edgar 7 gen | 
«(Charlie McCarthy), Fibber McGee & Molly; | 
features Harold Peary (‘Great Gilde ve’), | 
«jinny Simms, Ray Noble orche s - 
play by Paul Gerard Smith and Joe bige- | 
ow: story by Smith: material for Fibber | 
& Molly by Don Quinn: camera Frank 
Redman: special effects Vernon L, Walker 
music, toy Webb us ] lirector, CC 
i kaleinikoff ; editor, Desmond Marquette 
sst ohn Bur tant to] 
producer, Donah ni Mort | 
djreene r hoy nl A 
Aug. 25 tir 75 MINS 
Fibber McGee R lim Jordan | 
Ee la a ee \l n J lan | 
Kidgar Bergen seeeene Mdgar Be en | 
Charlie MeCarthy...... Chat MeCarthy 
«jreat Gildersleeve......- H ld Peary 
SOR. c 06 e Wrrevrreiiy & Ginny Simms | 
Wimple......c+scceree <aeeete } rh son 
Cadw alader nik ee nee e aa Gordon | 
Ruy Noble.....ccocccccces: Ray Noble | 
Mrs. Uppington...........-Esabel Rar ph | 
Mortimer Snerd dae el ‘Mortimer Snerd’ | 
— | 
‘Here We Go Again’ is the second 


of a package series starring Saaes | 


| the general outline. 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Here We Go Again’ ‘RKRKO) 
(Songs). Edgar Bergen, Fibbe. 
McGee & Molly, plus othe 
radioites, will attract ok biz 

‘Enemy Agents Meet Ellery 
Queen’ (Col). Lasi of the Ellery 
Queen series is lightweight. 

‘The Old Homestead’ ‘Kep) 
(Songs). Weaver Bros. & Elviry 
in a B meller that will do fol 
the duals. ; 

‘Men of San Quentin’ (PRC) 


Unsa_isfactory meller foi 
the end of duals. 


prison 


snort 








else to diaw weak | 
dualer. 

There's little point in going into 
the plot of a minor whodunit, par- | 
ticularly when the title telegraphs 
In this case the | 


yarn is a concoction of fantastic as- 


pas tronage. A 


Bergen (Charlie McCarthy’) and) cumption and convenient coinci- 
Fibber McGee & Molly, with Ginns dences. As usual Ellery Queen is 
Simms and Ray Noble's’ orches-| the slightly thick-skulled hero who 


tra added magnets for the radio fol- | 
lowers. Picture can duplicate or 
show b.o. increase over its prede- 
cessor—which means good grosses in 
the keys, family bookings and hin- 
terland spots. 
Producer-director 
cueing this one from 
‘Look Who's Laughing,’ 
radio faves as listeners generally | 
know them over the air. There’s 
no attempt to get out of the grooves 
and specialties that identify the gan 
via broadcasts. Bergen trots out 
Mortimer Snerd as a hunting guide; 
and liberties are taken by Dwan 
with both McCarthy and Snerd in 
having midgets double for both in a} 
few long shots—adding life to the 
pair with some running around. 
Story is lightly set up, with accent | 
on the various abilities of the vari- | 
ous individuals. Fibber & Molly get | 
major footage at the opening, and 
then move to Silver Tip Lodg’ 
mountain hostelry, where the rest ®& 
the gang are vacationing. Fibber 
spreads himself too much. on ex- 


Allan Dwan, 
reception of 
plays the 


Ee 


penses, with Gale Gordon persuad- | . 


ing him to get Bergen to invest in a 
revolutionary chemical formula for 
motors. After the idea _ backfires, 
Bergen finds it great for softening 
newly discovered moth cocoons so 
threads can be unravelled. Finish 
winds up in a riz and wagon race up 
and down mountain roads—with cli- 
max at the edge of a precipice. 
Specialty sequences are tailored 
directly for the various radioites, 
with plenty of laughs generated. 


Bergen and McCarthy are spotted 
for several routines, best being an 
oldie—but still good—of the tame 
bear that routs the pair from their 
tent. Pair also sneaks into an In- 
dian reservation where Bergen se- 
cures a rare cocoon he has been 
hunting in the district. Charlie is 
projected amongst a bevy of beauts 
for somer antics with the girls, and 
sits at the piano to’talk a comedy 
tune, ‘This Delicious Delirium.’ 


Fibber & Molly are provided 
some solid material, 
cellently in the 


with 
and spotted ex- 
unreeling. Their 
characterizations are mainly carbon 
copies of their radio personalities, 
and both deliver in fine style. Har- 
old (The Great Gildersleeve’) Peary 


continues as Fibber’s nemesis: while 
Ginny Simms is mainly in for dec- 
orative purposes and to ing one 
tune, ‘Goodnight While I Live Again,’ 
a good number by Mort Greene and 
Harry Revel. Ray Noble appears as 


a vacationer at the res 
around 


but 


olo with 


ort, 
ano 


SticKs 


to do one p his 


band as background, and a couple of 
brief dance tunes 

Direction by Dwan keeps things 
moving at a fast clip, and he take 
advantage of every laugh opvortun- 


ity based on the talents a 


thand. Script 
by Paul Ger: 


rd Smith and Joe Bige- 
low is compactly packaged to high- 
light the various episodes for maxi- 
mum reaction. Able support is pro- 
vided by Bill Thompson, G>'e Gor- 
don and Isabel Randolph Walt. 


Enemy Agents Meet Ellery 
Queen 

Colnmbi f Realy ‘ 
t mn (Ruelolph |t “a 
] ures Wil ( Vl ? 
& Direct ! Lk g 
Pl Que (Mar T } 
Pant ) nplav ! il 
tional dialog Arthur st v1 
Jame S. Brown: musi Lee Zaher 
Dwight Caldwel At Cents N. ¥ Aug 
21. "42. Running time, 64 MINS, 
Ellery Queen Willidin Gare 
Nikki Porter........ Margaret Lindsa 
Inspector... eb ewes Charley Grapewin 
Mrs. Van Dorn..... +... 4iale Sonder ard 
go Tt eeeee Gilbert Rolane 
lo arene Sig Ruman 
eT «WONG, ov bcecch cocks James Burk 
Morse... cee cnseese 66ebs 6» CaN Doria 
Helm.... err F Felix Baseh 
Commodore Lang.. Minor Watsen 
Commissioner Bracken John Hamilton 
Sergeant Stevens.. “ -....James Seay 
Reece P ; -Louis Donath 


As the finale of the Ellery Queen 
series, this ‘Enemy Agents Meet El- 
lery Queen’ rightly winds up with a 
rousing slugfest between some sail- 
ors and marines and a gang of Nazi' 
spies. It’s a slam-bang brawl and 
provides virtually the only life to a 
feeble washup of what had become a 
tired series, So the picture may do a | 
little business on the ‘Enemy Agents’ 


Dart of the title but little 


: ° 
there’s 


| tive sleuthing, but somehow wanders 


is represen ed as a genius of deduc- 


stupidly into a succession of embar- | 
rassing predicaments. His equally 
dimwit secretary, partner-in-adven- 
ture and romantic foil is equally | 
slumsy. But both are finally rescued | 
by the dynamite-knuckled marines | 


and gobs. 
Whatever the original story may | 
have been, the completed script was 


obviously a hodgepodge. The pro- 
duction is mediocre and the direc- 
tion uneven. Despite the presence 
of several normally effective players, | 
the picture is a pretty haphazard and | 
| transparent affair. Hobe. 


THE OLD HOMESTEAD 


(WITH SONGS) | 








|(USO Commun ‘ty Sing special, 


| if such is possible on a short. 
| All 


! 
him by 
dleton. 
temaining footage involves the 
new order under Hughes, 
to work on a hum; porenervdvoe 


deputy warden Charles Mid- 


pl son's 


who goes 


basis. His experimental proceedings 
are brought to the test when a 
hoked-up scene has him singlehand- 
edly que lling a prison break 

Cast, including Eleanor Stewart as 
the warden’s wife, Dick Curtis, 
Charles Middleton, Jeffrey Sayre and 
George Breakstone, make the most 
| of their performances. 





\1 This Week’s New Shorts 


smith’ 
Col, 
Superbly produced 
with Kate Smith’s vocalizing, 


‘America Sings With Kate 


915 mins.) — 
short, 


Jack Miller’s trim orchestra and 
chorus putting it over in wham 
fashion. A short that is certain to 
mean considerable with exhibitors 


because of Miss Smirth’s huge radio 
popilarity—and oddly enough one 
that should build on word-of-mouth, 
‘We're 
Roll- 
Hymn’ and 


Americans,’ ‘Caissons 
ing Along,’ ‘Marine 
‘America, I Love You’ are the four 
strictly Yank songs warbled by the 
cheery-voiced Kate Smith. Audi- 
ence is invited to participate in 
Singing second chorus on ‘We're All 


Go 


Americans’ and ‘America, I Love 
You,’ latter the weakest of four- 
some. This angle is not* overdone, 


and even when the words flash on 
the screen, it is only after Miss 
Smith has sung the first stanza. And 
it never becomes long, drawn-out 
like sO many community sings. 
Newsreel shots illustrating phases 
- = tune give variety to the 
ging. Opening scene shows Miss 
Smith as sort of m.c., asking the 
|audience to join songfest, back- 
grounded by the large Miller or- 





| like nearly $2,000,000: 


i 


Republic release of Armand Schaefer | chestra, Ted Collins, who runs the 
nega ne nag geld wg hit Kate Smith broadcasts and who 
lettreys, Maris Wrixon. ° Directed by | SUPervised this, has a brief spiel at 
Frank MacDonald, Original screenplay by + start. Playing of the Miller ag- 
Derrell and Stuart MeGowan; camera, | gregation, on her radio show for 
rnest Miller; editor, \rthur Ro! rts; mu- |} years, comes through even better 
sleal, direection,, Cy, veuer. | Tradestow" ga {and more crisp than on the broad- 
MINS. y , casts. Band does a suave jo Un- 
Abner EOLA Leon W billed producer-directo really 
IE i a ee hr ae We Frank Wea makes the short click, being a high 
rice (ia Vordsvscsc0n0s6ee:0 lu We |class job throughout. Short was | 
Searf Lennin aoseceroueennes Dick Puree’! | made by Columbia Pictures’ crew | 
0 sedgaleegallgepe ht reccecececes: « O Jefireys | at Movietone in N. Y. 
Mary Jo Weaver. soossees: Maris Wrixen] ‘Phony Cronies’ (EF) Brendel 
Rume x Abt plag sipN ses : Linda poste |}comedy, Col, 17 mins. )—Predomin- 
ance of moss-covered gags mars | 
—= what otherwise might have been a 
A routine meller with a good plot, first-rate two-reel comedy Capable 
idea, stymied by a ‘B’ production , clowning of El Brendel. Tom Ken- 
budget, leads ‘The Old Homestead’| nedy, Monty Collins and Dudley 
to the duals. Leon and Elviry | Dickerson (‘colored lad with pos- 
Weaver do a nice job in straight! sibilities) is submerged under a 
roles that are a far cry from their | welter of goshawful slapstick. Harry 
days in vaude, and Frank Weaver Edwards directed his own story and 
tries to provide the laughs as a mute | s‘reenplay, which usually is bad. It 
hicktown cop. Dick Purcell and Jed | is here. Idea of 10t having a femme 
Prouty are plausible, which is more | in the film also is a mistake as Mack 


than can be said for 
and Maris Wrixon, 
romance. 


Robert Conway 
who provide the 


Elviry is the mayor and Leon the 
chief of police of Farmington. To 
top a crime wave that has the town 
talking a recall vote, Elviry mas- 
querades as a crooked politico and 
brings Purcell, a clever mobman, 
into town to clean out the opposi- 
tion. Once he has taken over, Elviry 


that the heat 
him leave town But 
the mob affiliates with Jed Pro 


ULV, 
Elviry is 


figures to tip him off 


on’ and let 


crooked councilman, and 
really on a spot since Robert Con- 
way, as a crusading newspaper éedi- 
tor, puts on the heat with front-page 
editorial The police cniel saves 
the day by arresting Purcell, Prouty 
& Co. for violating the sugar ration- 
ing regulations, thus breaking the 
crime wave without injuring the 


mayor, 
eone, 
Wrixon) 


stop then 


And, with the crime wave 
Elviry’s daughter (Maris 
and the crusading editor 
feuding and clinch. 
The incidental to the 
plot—one is a singing radio commer- 


tunes are 


cial, another a _ nitery ‘production’ 
tune, with ‘In the Town Where I 
Was Born’ serving as a romping 
p ect {oO} tne We ave! fami ( 


MEN OF SAN QUENTIN 


Max M. J l H 

! } ! > ! . i 

! ! in VIooney m 

Ramsey ditor Dan Mille Re- 

viewed at New Yor N. Y., dual, Aug. 19 
"42. Running time, 77 MINS. 

Jack Holden jute ..J. Anthor Hugues 
AMNMe TIO. . cK scesayes Eleanor Stewurt 
| SROROM ) SERGE. <ceeas o¥bo0 ..Dick Curtis 
Maunderson,...cesseess Charles Midkileton 
SIONS d,s hb o6e eeeee .. Jeffrey Sayre 
LOUIS is ses cccncesonvene sareerge Bre — 
Big Al. Uo ‘ ery. Terry seen Is 
Convict in Ravine SESETees Michael ark 
Board Chairman oeeesesecsss+> JOR tone 
toe Willinms vesbane le White 
Skins Miller @eoccecs Skins i 
ee Se, ... . swheneess oe Jack ‘aha y 
Court Gate Gunard..........dack Cheatham 
Guard Gaines.......cece> Drew Demarest 
Mrs, Doukes -Naney Evins 





A standard pr 
sticks 


ison-reform theme 


this one into a 
classification. Incoherent story and 
poor direction are keys to the poor 
b.o. prospects, 


The yarn unconvincingly sets forth 
the reforms in a corrupt prison by 
Warden Jack Holden, played by 
J. Anthony Hughes. As a guard, 
Huches is given the warden job afte 
n attempt nas becn made to frame 


lower-dual 4 ager, 


Sennett 
this 


probably could 
producing staff. 


have told 


Hokum 


tricks | 


| 
| 


na weird museum furnish the most | 


‘amusement, but even that is worn 
tnin. 

‘Serap for Victory’ (America Call- 
ing series, Thomas J. Brandon pro- 
ducer, indie release, 12 mins.)— 


Produced in 


Civilian Defense Volunteer Office of 
Greater N. Y., this short serves its 
purpose aptly. It stresses what 


salvage on the homefront can ac- 


ymplish in overcoming hortages 
in raw materials such as rubber, tin 
and steel. Use of charts helps point 


up what volunteer salvage work by 


| Monty 
| Dowall, 
cooperation with the 


| York, 


every individual in a community 
will do towards winning the war. 
Nicely scored, well produced and 
vith trim narrative by Gregory 
Abbott, ace of Paramount's news- 
ee] staff, it is an okay documentary 
for such purpose intended 
‘Shock Troops for Defense’ 
(America Calling series, Thomas J. | 
3randon distributor, 1215 mins.) 
Work of Auxiliary Fire Fighters in 
New York City keynotes this sub- 


ject on Civilian 
cooperation with 


Defense. Made in 
the bureau of 
the Greater N. Y. Civilian Defense 
Office and with technical super 


vision by N. Y. Fire Dept.. it dy 


him 


ives 

nome the need for extra firemen in 
ase of a litzing Film Ss in- 
tended to timulate partic pation n 
( lian defense, especial as volun- 
teer firefighters Training course 
and actual work at a big N. Y. blaze 
highlights the subject. Firefighting 
sequences are so well done. the 
average audience will go for this 
| Short. Harry Glass’ musical score. 
| Leo Seltzer’s direction and camera 
work and Gregory Abbott's crisp 


spoken narration make this Brandon 
production a slick article. Wear. 








New RKO Theatre Setup 


mm. tx 
iof RKO 


Alperson, 
theatres, 
circuit operations into 
sions under direction, 
of Charles McDonald, 


general 
last week 


manager 
divided 
three divi- 
respectively, | 
division 
Michael Edelstein, district man- 
ager; Louis Goldberg, division man- 
ager, and district manager John 
Hearns; Russ Emde, division man- 
ager and Edward Sniderman, dis- 
trict manager. 

Alperson 
Mirisch 


the circuit. 


also appointed 


buyer 


Harold 


head booker for 


ana 


man- | 


| Doodle 


| $2,500,000 gross. 


Current Short Releases 


(PRINTS IN EXCHANGE) 

















(Compiled by Besa Short) 

‘Cajuns of the Teche’ (Col, 10 
mins.). Travelog of Louisiana 
‘cajuns.’ 

‘Teddy Powell's Orchestra’ 
(Col, 10 mins.). Band short. 

‘Jivin’ Jam Session’ (U, 14 
mins.). Sonny Dunham's orch- 
estra. 

‘Old Blackout Joe’ (Col, 6 
mins.). Comedy. 

‘Community Sing No Ll’ (Col, 
10 mins.). Pan-American num- 
bers. 

‘Its A Dog’s Life’ (M-G, 10 
mins.). Pete Smith specialty. 

‘The Ducktators’ (WB, 8 
mins.). Cartoon comedy. 

‘Well Rowed Harvard’ (20th, 9 
mins.). Ed. Thorgerson sports. 

‘Wedding in Bikaner’ (20th, 9 
mins.). Magic Carpet travel. 

‘Life With Fido’ (20th, 7, 
mins.). Lucky Duck cartoon 
comedy. 

a 
ix B.0. Boom 
Continued from page 1 
rarity. ‘Sergeant York’ (WB) has 


hit $4,500,000 or over, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) is a cinch for $5,000,000 and 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy’ will likely 
top ‘York.” Sam Goldwyn (RKO) 
expects to take around $2,000,000 
with ‘Pride of the Yankees.’ 


While the '20s produced some big 
grossers (‘The Big Parade, ‘What 
Price Glory,’ ‘Ben Hur’ and, with 
the advent of sound ‘Jazz Singer’ 
and ‘Sonny Boy’) these were spread 
out Over a period of several years 
No single 12-month period made a 
ccmparable showing with top money 
grossers current such as ‘York,’ 
‘Mrs. Miniver,’ ‘Tripoli, ‘Yankee 
Dandy’ all released 
approximately year. 


being 
within one 
‘Eagle Squadron’ is heading for 
domestic; Abbott & 
‘Pardon My Sarong’ looks 
‘Hellzapappin’ 
will hit close to $2,000,000. 
and foreign 


Costello’s 


Higher Terms 
Boom in rentals fs due to higher 
percentage terms and greater num- 
ber of percentage and preferred 
playing time deals fixed by major 


distribs for A product during the 
past year. The boxoffice hypo is at- 
tributed chiefly to increased spend- 
ing, due to the tremendous expan- 
sion in war plant employment. 
Demand for picture entertainment 
is, in many situations, unparalleled 
Film such as ‘Pied Piper,’ wit} 
Woolley and Roddy Mac- 
neither of whom are con- 
sidered top b.o. ‘names,’ opening Wed. 
Aug. 12 at the Roxy, N. Y., broke the 
theatre’s all-time opening day biz 
topping ‘What Price Glory’ 
‘Cock-Eyed World A revival 
of ‘King Kong’ in New 
to S.R.O. 
grossing 


the 


record, 
and 
ark 
business. ‘Mrs. 
$1,015,000 in 10 
tadio City Music 

could easily 
or more 


played 
Minivei 
weeks at 
Hall. 


have stayed 


New 
two 
weeks | ager but for previ- 
ous bookings 


Some $2,000,000 


Pictures 


Grossers 


such as ‘Shores of 


Tripoli,” ‘Yank in the R.A-F.” ‘How 
Green Was My Valley’ and ‘This 
Above All’ will gross over $2,000,000 
average in rentals Tom Connors 
20th-Fox distribution head. had to 
overcome considerable resistance to 


1 


percentage terms on Beha get i’ earliey 


n the season, when e took ovet 
le sales spot, and has set up new 
terms generaliy for ‘A’ pictures 
‘Holiday Inn,’ Par) \ ich 
mashed house records since 1926 in 
first five days at the Paramount 


N. ¥ is assured of a bigger take 
than the average $1 250,000 regarded 
as certain for most of Par's A 
product. 

Extent that increased 
be reflected in the net 


rentals will 


|} major film companies is problemati- 


| cal, 


| 





however, depending largely on 
the tax schedules now being set up 
by the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee in Washington and_ the 
Treasury's response to any modifica- 
tion of Secretary Morgenthau’'s orig- 
inal proposals. 

Typifying the relation of wartime 
taxes to profits, are reports from at 
least two circuits that net profits 
this year will not be higher though 
gross receipts are from 15 to 20% 
higher than a year ago. Based on 
1941 tax schedules, these and other 
circuits doubt that they will be able 











| Paul Robeson 











ws ontinued from page 2 





lis divided among the sharecropper 


| 
; 


| and fantastic, that it made the N 


| 
! 
| 
| 
| 


| ducer 


} 





| 


domestic | 


community to bring them all joy. 
Robeson says that this sequence of 
the story was so utterly incredible 
legro 
look 

Robeson said he didn't realize the 
scene’s import until the shooting and 
then tried unsuccessfully to get pro- 
Boris Morros to change the 
script. It would have cost him more 
than he could afford, he added, to 
buy himself out of the contract, so 
he went through with it. 

Explains ‘Glory Road’ Nix 

As to ‘Glory Road’ episode, Robe- 
son explained that there are sev- 
eral popular folk songs or bailads 
that picture the Negro as ignorant 
or crude, or even savage, and so are 
distasteful. Certain Negro elements 
even resent the spiritual, as a re- 
minder of the Negro’s downtrodden 
past. 

But in these popular songs, Robe- 
son said, there are also: descriptive 
terms which a Negro dislikes. He 
resents a white man using these 


ridiculous. 


terms; he even resents them from 
another Negro. 
Robeson admitted that he had 


sung such songs, but with changes 
made in the descriptive terms which 
offended. ‘Shortenin’ Bread’ was 
one of those songs whose terms he 
changed. But there were too many 
such terms in ‘Glory Road,’ he said. 
In addition, the song mocked the 
Negro throughout, Robeson - said. 
Lines like ‘And dey call Hoo-ee,’ 
particularly annoyed him. 


‘The music is swell, said Robe- 
son, answering one of Wolfe's ques- 
tions. ‘Let Jacques only set it to 


| different lyrics, and I'll be glad to 


sing it.’ 
Robeson admitted that Wolfe pub- 


lliched the song in 1928 at Robeson’s 


suggestion and dedicated it to him. 
But Robeson said that he had never 


sung the song. And besides, what 
might pass in 1928,-would not today 

‘When I started out on a singin 
and acting career,’ said Robeson, ‘I 
wanted merely to further my att. 
Anything that developed my art 
|seemed right.” Then his social con- 


| 


sciousness developed and his people 
pointed out to him how 
‘Negro’ songs slurred his race 
He has dropped such songs 
his repertory as he saw that 
stirred up animosity among 
ple Robeson also added 
would like to get other w.k. 


certain 


from 
they 
his 
that he 
singers 


peo- 


|of such songs, like Lawrence Tibbett 
and John Charles Thomas, to drop 
them from their lists. 


the Office of 


|stressed by 


irowners a 


iwho 
| Government 


profits of the | 


| 





ror 








DX Takeover 








—t—__, Continued from page | joe 


took place yesterday afternoon 
(Ti esday). 

According to one unofficial 
War Infor 
would assume direct operation of all 
ransmitters. Another 
officials of 
involve 
OWI, the 

shortwave 
operation of the station 
suggested that the present 
shortwave facilities might be 
siderably expanded by the 
struction of a number of new 
mitters, the whole system then to be 
run according to a closely inte- 
grated plan 

Those reportea urging 
takeover of 
ig shortwave facilities 
vant the OWI, 
Elmer Davis, to 
Apparently this 
Government to pay the 

flat price or a rental for 
the facilities for the duration, 
long that might prove 
Some of the shortwave 
have most vigorously opposed 
acquisition of their 
facilities in the past are known to 
have relaxed their stand. Others, 
among them CBS, are reported still 
insisting on retaming major control. 
NBC, which goes along with Co- 
lurnbia in a desire to retain its 
commercially-sponsored shortwave 
broadcasts, is said to be less strongly 
opposed to an extension of Govern- 
ment authority in the pieture. 

It’s figured the Government may 
decide to program WGEO, General 
Electric station in Schenectady, and 
WRUL, Boston, directly out of the 
OWI office in New York. The NBC 
and CBS facilities would probably 
be taken over by lease. In any case, 
the Coordinator of Inter-American 


repo! t, 
mation 


possibility, 
NBC and 
close coopera- 
FCC and a 
broadcast- 


would 
the 
mittee of 
ers in 


Also 


CBS, 
tion by 
con 


the 


con- 
cone 


trans- 


outright 
the 
are 


Government exist 
said to 
under its director, 
operate the setup 
would call for the 
present 


how- 
ever to pve 


operatol 


to increase net profits under heavier | Affairs Office ‘(Rockefeller commit- 
taxation, which is inevitable for | tee) is almost certain to have a less 
1942, even if gross receipts increased | important part in the U. S, short- 


somew hat. 


wave 


setup. 
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Knoxville Seen Finally Bowing 





To Sunday Pix on Modified Basis 


Memphis, Aug. 25. 

Knoxville, fourth largest city in 
Tennessee, appears on the verge of 
Okaying Sunday films at long last. 

Under the Tennessee law, local 
municipalities may decide for them- 
selves to permit Sabbath openings 
of theatres, under certain restric- 
tions. Two years ago Knoxville de- 
feated a Sunday film ordinance by 
a close vote in a referendum, al- 
though nearly all the other large 
cities of the state have long since 
junked their blue laws. 

Now a modified statute permitting 


pics from 1 p.m. until 6 p.m., to avoid 
interference with church hours, has | 


passed the Knoxville city council 
on first reading by a vote of six to 
five. 

The measure must still run the 
gauntlet of a final reading this week 


But it is believed that the six-five 
ratio will hold. If so, it will mark 
the first time in history that the 
city has had Sunday films. 
Bleck Sunday Statute 
Columbia, S. C., Aug. 25. 
Longhair forces already have 


. launched a drive to block extension 


of South Carolina’s present Sunday 
amusement law, which allows films 
and baseball at certain hours on 
Sundays in cities adjacent to mili- 
tary or naval establishments if au- 
thorized by mugicipal governments. 
Unless extended, the law will ex- 
pire next May. 

Rev. Albert D. Betts of Orange- 
burg, executive secretary of the 
South Carolina Federated Forces for 
Temperance and Law Enforcement, 
has urged leaders of his group to 
rally support in the Aug. 25 Demo- 
cratic primary for legislative can- 
didates opposed to extension of the 
statute. 





Nix Spartanburg Shows 
Spartanburg, S. C., Aug. 25. 
Blitzed by ministers and church 
representatives who stated they rep- 
resented more than 16,000 opposing 


church members, Spartanburg’s | 
mayor and city council kayoed 


widely-advocated Sunday film pro- 
posal during stormy session. 


Only one councilman, the newest | 


and the youngest, Willian Coan, cast 
his ballot for Sunday shows. Mayor 
Jennings L. Thompson was among 
those casting ‘no’ ballots. 


Stork Club Beaut Meet 


For Col.’s ‘Cover Girl’ 


Famous magazine illustrators, in- 
cluding McClellan Barclay, Jaro 
Fabry, Dean Cornwell, Gilbert 
Bundy, Al Parker, Michael, Tom 
Lovell, Ray Prohaska, John Holm- 
gren, Bob Harris, Arthur Sarnoff. 








Earl Cordrey, Bill Reusswig, E. M.| 


Jackson and John Falter, have been 
invited to gather at the Stork Club, 
N.Y. today (Wed.) to select the 
model who will represent Cosmopoli- 
tan magazine in Columbia Picts’ 
forthcoming Technicolor production, 
‘The Cover Girl,’ starring Rita Hay- 
worth. Jinx Falkenburg has arrived 
from Hollywood to attend. She’s 
featured in ‘Cover Girl.’ 

Each artist is expected to bring his 
own favorite model to the Stork and 
try to get her picked as the Cosmo- 
politan Cover Girl. Judges are the 
art directors of the country’s 12 larg- 
est advertising agencies who will se- 
lect the winner out of seven finalists. 
The winning girl will probably ap- 
pear on the cover of the December 
issue of Cosmopolitan. 








Theatre a ‘Nuisance’? 


Lima. O., Aug. 25. 

Temporary injunction has been is- 
sued in the Allen County Common 
Pleas Court against operation of an 
outdoor theatre south of Lima. 

Six residents of the vicinity peti- 
tioned the action, charging the the- 
atre, operated by Horace and Eunice 
Shook, was a nuisance in that it in- 
terfered with their sleep. 





Drive-In Folds 


Fort Wayne, Ind., Aug. 25. 

Allen Theatre Corp., Fort Wayne, 
hes closed its Drive-In theatre here 
and sold the equipment back to 
RCA. The outdoor house will re- 
main dark for the duration because 
of the tire and gasoline situation, an- 
nounced Cecil Welch. 


ae OES 


| HEAD UA EXPLOITATIO 


Botsford Leaves 20th, 
May Return to Pic Prod. 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

A. M. Botsfofd, advertising and 
publicity director for 20th-Fox un- 
der Sidney Kent and later studio 
representative for the distribution 
department, checked off the lot after 
settling his contract which had two 
years to go. He had been shifted 
ifrom New York to Westwood when 
|Spyros Skouras became president of 
ithe company. 








| Botsford was a producer at Para- 
| moi P bef he joined the | 
{mount for years before he JOl 
|20th-Fox home office and is figuring | 
l'on returning to the production field | 


at a major studio. 


eS | 


JIMMY GILLESPIE WILL 


Announced that Jimmy Gillespie | 
is to head up exploitation for United 
Artists, under Dave (Skip) Weshner, 
who is now publicity and advertis- 
ing chief, batting for Monroe Green- 
thal, who is in service for the dura- 
tion. UA field exploitation forces 
have been disbanded for the time 
being, pending alignment of next 
season’s product. Gillespie was for- 
merly with the UA exchange in At- 
lanta and previously exploited Paul 
Whiteman and Vincent Lopez. 

Wilma Freeman, WB promotion 
manager, has resigned to go to 
United Artists starting Sept. 1. She 
i had been with Warners about nine 
years, 


‘Miniver’ Into National 
Archives for Posterity 














Washington, Aug. 25. 


Metro will present a print of ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ to the National Archives, 
in order that posterity can scan the 
motion picture with the strongest 
box office pull in times of global 
war. Print will be stored with 
\‘Gone With the Wind,’ also pre- 
sented as typifying the motion pic- 
ture which attracted the greatest 
number of patrons in history 

On recent visit here, Jan Struther 
|made arrangements with Archibald 
|MacLeish, Librarian of Congres- 
|sional Library, to present the origi- 
inal proofs of her story. With the 
|newspaper galleys came this ex- 
|planatory letter: ‘I wrote it in the 


{London Times office on assignment, | 


|every three weeks or so, and I am 


Wotta Parlay 





Fort Worth, Texas., Aug. 25. 


Don Skelton, theatre operator 
at Rockwell, wants to know 
what’s next. 

His theatre burned on Thurs- 
day. 

Next night his automobile was 
stolen. 

The car was recovered but five 
tires were missing, good ones, 
too! 

And now comes a draft board 
notice for Skelton to report for 
service. 











NOVEL BALLYHOO OKAY | 


FOR DETROIT NABE SPOT 


! 

Detroit, Aug. 25. | 
‘What’s bingo got that we haven't | 
got? Take a chance on our next two | 
pictures.’ | 
Joe LaRose, manager *of the! 
theatre here, is 


meeting the competition od, 





Eastown 
fully 


success- 





tomers to gamble on the house's | 
bills. 
Filling up his lobby with question 
marks instead of stills, LaRose is 
filling up his house by keeping the | 
customers guessing on what they 
will see. He advertises his Blank 
Nights as ‘Take a Chance Night.’ 


He doesn’t run off any trailers on 
his pix. His screen come-on consists 
of such appeals as ‘If you like Bingo, 


Bank Night and Horses Take a 
Chance Here. Who Knows? You 
Might Win.’ He’s doing better on his 


unknown bills than on those with 


the customary ballyhoo. 


Another gag that he pulled off 
with big results was the issuance of 
Laugh Ration Books with a pair of 
comedies. Full of coupons the ra- 
tion book entitled each customer to | 
14 snickers, two belly laughs, 11 | 
titters, etc., pro-rated per film. 





10 Lucas-Jenkins Femme 


Grads Now in Mgr. Jobs 


Atlanta, Aug. 25. 

Ten women who graduated recent- 
ly from the Lucas & Jenkins women’s 
managers and operators school here 
now are holding down jobs formerly 
held by men in 10 neighborhood the- 
atres here. Due to shortages of male 
labor, the school trained a carefully 
selected group of approximately 30 
women to fill operators and mana- 
gers posts. An original class of more 
than 200 was whittled down to a 
mere 50 at the opening of the school. 





| City. 


| gage on the RKO Palace here. 


‘Ching’ Allen, After 17 Years in Omaha, 
To N.O. for UA; Theatres-Exchanges 





Omaha, Aug. 25. 

Clarence W. ‘Ching’ Allen broke 
a continuous 17-year association with 
RKO in Omaha Saturday (22) when 
he gave up his post here as local 
branch manager to go to New Or- 
leans in a similar capacity for United 
Artists. He was replaced by Karl 
Howe of the RK@ office in Kansas 
Allen previously had repre- 
sented RKO in Atlanta, Jacksonville, 
Dallas and other southern cities be- 
fore coming to Omaha. 





Sell Pal, Rocnesier, Mortgage 
Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 25. 
The University of Rochester, whicn 


got into the theatre business in con- | 


nection with George Eastman’s 
dream of culture through films and 


musie in 1922 and subsequent bene- | 
factions, reduced its theatre interests | 


last week by selling its $548,000 mort- 
The 

had been reduced 
by payments since 


mortgage, which 
from $1,143,000 


‘plentiful bingo by asking his cus- | 1930, was assigned to the Equitable | 


Life Assurance Co. of the United 
States. The Palace was built in 1928 
on the site of the old Gordon theatre, 
owned by Eastman, and additional 
property owned by George W. and 
Libanus Todd. 

The university still owns the East- 
man and Century theatres. 
leased to Paramount, 





Gas Station Owner’s Logic 
Clifton Springs, N. Y., Aug. 25. 
G. Edward Walters, gas station 
manager and former projectionist, 
has bought the Palace theatre here 
and plans to reopen it Sept. 6. The 
house has been. shuttered since 
Schines turned it back to the former 
owner, Mrs. William Williamson, 


order. With gas rationed in this 
area, Walters figures the amusement 
field may provide the answer. 





Beiersdorf> Takes Over 
Herman Beiersdorf, formerly 20th- 


first of this week on his way to as- 
sume his new position as Great 
Lakes division manager, with head- 
quarters in Chicago. He arrived in 
N. Y. Sunday (23) and huddled with 
Tom Connors, company sales chief, 
on his new duties. 
Beiersdorf’s division 

pervision of Chicago, Milwaukee and 
Detroit. 

Rosenblatt Reopens 

Watervliet, N. Y., Aug. 25. 


management of Samuel E. 
blatt of Albany. The theatre was 
gutted by a fire last winter on Fri- 


a complete refurbishing had been 
undertaken. Rosenblatt, who leased 
it from John Christie, veteran ex- 
hibitor, in the fall, tore down the 
parts of the walls standing after the 
blaze. He then put up a new theatre 
with larger seating capacity. 





| As the program progressed, 20 more 





|afraid that the ‘copy’ went the way 
lof all flesh in the composing room.’ 
| The proofs are of the English edi- 
{tion published in London in 19339, 
|mostly in page form, but partly in 
|galleys. On them appear many of 
|the author’s manuscript corrections, 
|revisions and instructions to print- 


Ken Clark’s Post 


Under the revamped U. S. Army 
|Bureau of Public Relations setup, 
}1 ade recently, Kenneth Clark, for- 











|merly public relations chief at the | 


|Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
jtributors Assn. New York office, 
|figures importantly. Col. 
Ginsburgh becomes 
rector under General 
Surles, in charge of the Service of 
.|Supply Section. 

This means that Clark handles 
supervisory liaison since he is 6n 
Ginsburgh’s advisory staff. Clark 
was commissioned major early this 
year and assigned to Service of 
Supply in Washington. 





Weil’s Newsreelers 


Robert Weil, formerly with Metro 
in Europe, has been made president 
of the City Newsreel theatre East 
14th Street, N. Y., and Scoop News- 
reel theatre, Louisville, Ky. He has 
managed the City Newsreel since it 
opened early this year. The theatre 
in Louisville has a special affiliation 
with WGRC, radio station there, 
with both the station and theatre 
cashing in on the close proximity. 

Weil now is mulling the possibility 
of opening two additional newsreel 
houses in the midwest, and possibly 
one more in N. Y. 








A. Robert | 
assistant di- | 
Alexander | 


dropped out. 

| One theatre, the 700-seat Russell, 
| is entirely staffed by women. Other 
theatres formerly managed and oper- 
ated by men are being taken over 
gradually by the women trained in 
this school. 





Femme Doormen 
Montgomery, Ala., Aug. 25. 


R. B. Wilby theatres here are be- 
ginning to feel the effect of young- 
sters going into the army. Yester- 
day women were installed as door- 
keepers. W. N. Wolfson, city man- 
ager for the Wilby interest here, says 
; women getting the jobs must be over 
40. So far no changes in the staff of 
male ushers is expected to be made. 











'S. G. Alexander Joins 
Col. as Lipton Aide 


Sidney G. Alexander joined Co- 
lumbia Pictures advertising depart- 
ment this week following his resig- 
nation from Weiss & Geller ad 
agency, of which he was v.p. Agency 
handles the Columbia account. 

Alexander reported Monday (24) 
as assistant to David A. Lipton, Co- 
lumbia ad-publicity director. 





Pitt Preem for PRC Pic 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 25. 

First Producers Releasing Corp. 
picture to get a major booking here 
will be ‘Yanks Are Coming,’ which 
is slated for an early world preem 
at Warner theatre because of local 
interest involved. 

Film was produced by a Pitts- 
burgher, Lester Cutler; it features 
another local boy, Little Jackie Hel- 
ler, and the title song was penned 
by Tony Stern, chief booker for WB 
circuit locally. 








'in this section. is located in lower 


Watervliet. The Family and the 
|Grand are the other houses in the 
| city, site of an arsenal employing 


thousands of people. 





IM, But Army Takes Him 
Easton, Pa., Aug. 25. 
Bruce H. Bausman resigned as 
manager of the Victoria theatres in 
Lansford, Pa. and Mahanoy City, 
Pa. Ill health was given as the rea- 


of a physician. 

Last week he passed the examina- 
tion for Volunteer Officers Candi- 
date training, and expects to report 
for duty in October. 

Ted Morris to Coast 
Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 25 

Ted Morris, exploitation 
M-G office here for past year, trans- 
ferred to studio for unspecified as- 
signment. Reports on Coast this 
week. 

Frank Moneyhun, formerly adver- 
tising executive with 20th Century- 
| Fox in New York office, is learning 
| distribution end of biz in local ex- 
change. 








Pittsburgh Promotion 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 25. 

Maym Gould, the local girl who 
received nationwide attention last 
year when she launched an ‘Oscar 
for Autry’ campaign, getting around 
50,000 signatures to her petition for 
an Academy award to the cowboy 
star, has been named assistant man- 
ager at WB’s Enright. Lately she’s 
been assistant to Eddie Ritenbaugh, 
‘Seck Hawkins’ of Scripps-Howard 
Press. 

Alton Rea, manager of WB’s Re- 
gent in East Liberty, has been pro- 
moted to managership of a bigger 
house, circuit’s Rialto in Charleston, 
W. Va., replacing Charlie Alley, re- 
signed. Before going to Regent, Rea 
was assistant to Charlie Eagle at 
deluxe Stanley. 

Lewis V. Hepinger, veteran Clarion 
exhib who operates the Orpheum 
there, celebrated his 30th anniver- 
sary in show business last week. 





AS IR MLS INS 


Latter is | 


three months ago under the court | 


Fox manager in Dallas, in New York | 


includes su- | 


The new Strand has opened under | 
Rosen- | 


day, the 13th, less than a week after | 


The | 
Strand, which was one of the first | 


son, Bausman being under the care | 


man at| 


, Hepinger took over his present house 
|in August, 1912, and has enlarged it 
| three times since then. 

Nemacolin (Pa.) theatre, owned by 
| the Buckeye Coal Co., has just been 
acquired by Peter Profili, Vestaburg 
and Fredericktown exhib. 

Jim Zearfoss, manager of the Com- 
|munity theatre in Austin, Pa., has 
| been transefrred by the Blatt cir- 
leuit to its Roaring Springs, Pa. 
house. 
| West Virginia Managers Associa- 
| tion, affiliated with the MPTOA, has 
‘called what S. J. Hyman, presidtnt, 
| labels a ‘vital and important’ meeting 
| for Sept. 2 at the Hotel Prichard in 
Huntington, W. Va. 

Ralph Mangello, former local ex- 
and father of Tony and Dom 
Mangello, Burgettstown and Slovan 
accompanied his daughter, 
Rita, to Hollywood where last week 
she married William Burns, an army 
man from Bridgeville, Pa., who is 
stationed on the Coast. Wedding re- 
ception was arranged by Chris-Pin 
Martin, actor and a close friend of 
| Mangello’s. 
|; Lawrence Wiltrout, assistant man- 
ager and p.a. for the Orpheum in 
Connellsville, has resigned to man- 
jage a_restaurant and grill there. 
C. W. Marsh has closed the Lyric 
| theatre in Glenville, W. Va., but still 
has his Pictureland in the same town 
|in operation. 

Elmer Dattolas are now grandpar- 
ents, a daughter having been born 
to their daughter, the former Aurora 

| Dattola, who was booker for her 

|father’s Miami theatre, in Spring- 
dale, Pa., before her marriage last 
year. 


| hib 


| exhibs, 





Robison to Seattle 
Seattle, Aug. 25. 

Bill Robison is new house mgr. of 
Palomar (Sterling), where Jerry 
Ross is gen. mgr. He succeds Mat 
Knighton, resigned to enlist in the 
navy. He was formerly mgr. of 
Arabian and Woodland suburban 
| houses for John Danz. Herb Stuart 
moves from mgr. of Queen Anne 
(Sterling) to succeed Robison at 
| Arabian and Woodland. Dock Reed 
comes from Spokane, where he was 
with Evergreen as asst. mgr. at Or- 
pheum, to manage the Queen Anne. 

Another Sterling Chain mgr, turn- 
over is at Florence and Circle, subs- 
sequent runs downtown, where Glen 
| Eldridge is succeeded by San Palo. 
| Eldridge is now in the army. 





' 


| Philly’s Service Flag 
Philadelphia, Aug. 25. 

Congressman James P. McGranery 
was chief speaker at ceremonies last 
| Tuesday (18) marking the unveiling 
of a service flag on Vine street hon- 
oring film industryites in the armed 
services. Other speakers were Mrs. 
Edna Carroll, chairman of the State 
Board of Motion Picture Censors; 
Jay Emanuel, prominent indie exhib. 
and Al Davis, 20th-Fox, representing 
exchanges. David Barrist, exhib 
leader, acted as m.c., with Oscar Neu- 
feld, chairman of the flag committee. 

The S-W Aldine will reopen to- 
morrow (Wed) with ‘Bambi.’ Roy 
Robbins will manage the house. 

Warners’ Richmond will undergo 
extensive refurbishing. 

Johnny Roach, manager of the 
Ardmore, inducted last week. 

Herman Gable new student sales- 
man at 20th-Fox, 

George Aarons, UMPTO secretary 
and counsel, still in Graduate hos- 
pital. 

Latest Warnerites in the service 
are Harold Albright, Kenneth An- 
stine and Roy Topper, all of the Ritz, 
York, Pa. 





Teschner to Toledo 
Toledo, Aug. 25. 

Ted Teschner, formerly manager 
of the Bijou, New Haven, Conn., has 
| become manager of Loew’s Valen- 
| tine here but will operate the Es- 
| quire until the former house reopens 
following remodelling. He succeeds 
Jack Lykes, Who became manager of 
the Colony, Toledo, on Monday (24), 
replacing George Aylesworth, named 
manager of the Imperial, Cleveland. 








RKO Names Branon 
Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 25. 
Rovy F. Branon has been named 


| branch manager of local RKO of- 
fice. 


| He’s been with RKO for past 11 
years. 


Dunn to 20th, Champion 
Into Rivoli, N. Y., for Par 


James Dunn, formerly ad-publicity 
chief and assistant manager at the 
Rivoli, is scheduled to join Hal 
Horne’s publicity staff at 20th-Fox 
early next month. Dunn will handle 
special N. Y. planting, and work on 
special openings of 20th-Fox pictures 
in New York 

Burt Champion is handling the 
opening of ‘Wake Island’ at the 
Rivoli, which reopens this house 
Sept. 1, and may stay on as the 
theatre’s regular publicity man. 











| 
| 
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“M-G-M exhibitors are start- 
ing the season of 1942-’43 
doing Miniver business with 
‘Somewhere I'll Find You.’ 
That gives you an idea of 
our New Season releases.” 


GREAT EIGHT FROM M-G-M|! 


(Our First Group in 1942-'43) 
CLARK GABLE, LANA TURNER in “SOMEWHERE I’LL FIND YOU” 


Opening business in four of first seven test runs beat “Mrs. Miniver.” In other three spots slightly behind where 
Miniver played advance prices. Being held for 2 weeks in all Loew engagements (some even longer!) America is 
flocking to popular Clark’s latest with lovely Lana. 








“TISH’—Test engagements top biggest hits of the season! Comedy sensation! 


Another proven success to start your M-G-M year. Three cities were selected for test runs: Houston, Atlanta, Provid- 
ence. These tests are literally astounding! They beat such top-grossers as “Tortilla Flat,” “Ship Ahoy,” “Courtship of 
Andy Hardy” and “Rio Rita.” Mary Roberts Rinehart’s beloved character, played by Marjorie Main, is audience riot! 


“PANAMA HATTIE” starring RED SKELTON, ANN SOTHERN 


When you read this, the first test engagements will have opened. Our prediction based on the uproarious Previews 
East and West is that box-office history will be made. The big Broadway musical comedy is packed with stars, song- 
hits; teaming with talent and hilarity. Extended run for your SRO sign! 


“APACHE TRAIL”’—A great Western Production on a Big Scale! 


Let the trade critics describe it: “Big classification”— Box Office Magazine. “Meat for fans’—Film Daily. “You can 
recommend without reservation”—Showmen’s Trade Review. “Bang-up job all around”—Hollywood Reporter. When Leo 


invades the Western field he does it in style! 


MICKEY ROONEY in “A YANK AT ETON” 


When Mickey as an all-American football guy gets into swank English Eton School it’s the high-spot of his comedy 
career. “Grade-A entertainment”—Showmen’s Trade Review. “All out for laughs”—Hollywood Reporter. “Should bring 
Rooney fans to box-office in droves” —Film Daily. “Howling piece of merriment”—M. P. Daily. 


“THE WAR AGAINST MRS. HADLEY“ —as newsworthy as “Mrs. Miniver” 


Selected for big radio tribute on Kate Smith program, September 24th, as part of high-powered World Premiere pro- 
motion. (Every picture launched on this nation-wide hook-up thus far has leaped into the million dollar class!) Timely, 
thrilling with unforgettable performances by Edward Arnold, Fay Bainter, Richard Ney (of Miniver fame) and others. 


JEANETTE MacDONALD, ROBERT YOUNG in “CAIRO” with Ethel Waters 


A new twist in spy melodramas that hilariously kids the menaces. The stars at their best with torch-singer Ethel Waters 
-epeating her stage triumphs and a production that spares nothing in magnificence. De luxe show, with roster of talent, 
hit songs, and sultry sirens. “Audiences will enjoy thoroughly.”—Daily Variety. 


“SEVEN SWEETHEARTS ”— with Kathryn Grayson, Van Heflin, Marsha Hunt 


Watch the nationwide publicity as M-G-M conducts survey for the seven most romantic cities (those with 
the most marriages) for simultaneous World Premieres. A sweetheart of a show with romance and gayety, 


gorgeous singing and those seven seductive sweethearts. 


M-G-M BEST in the LONG RUN! | 




















; 
f 
A 

' 





22 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 26, 1942 





STATE, N. Y. 


Smith & Dale (4), Billy House and 





Bobby Jarvis Co. (4), Linda Ware, | 


Mary Raye & Naldi, Lowe, Hite & 
Stanley (3), Lalage; ‘Tarzan’s New 
York Adventure’ (M-G). 

One of the most enjoyable straight 
vaude shows to be presented 





every turn a sock in its field—from 


Smith and Dale’s classic and still up- | 
roariously funny ‘Dr. Kronkhite’ skit} 


to the superb ballroomology of Mary 
Raye and Naldi. It all runs off with 
precision, eclat and balance. 
of the stage lineup in entertainment 
values, though not necessarily in 
standout marquee names for the 
usual picture house trade, compen- 
sates for the screen filler, ‘Tarzan’s 
New York Adventure.’ 


Comedy department is unusually 
strong, with Billy House and the 
Bobby Jarvis Co., Smith and Dale 
and Lowe, Hite and Stanley all bat- 
ting way above average. House’s 
routine is based largely on material 
he used in ‘Hellzapoppin’—the prop 
shrub that grows into a tree and 
then shrinks into a shrub again when 
a dog runs across stage; the stooge 
wandering from one side of the 


| jitterbug 
ischool kids at a junior prom. 
Marie Holiis cuon-| 
'tinues to be a marvel of flexibility | 


| fast on hands and feet. . 
cludes a nifty step to "Tea for Two’| 
on | 
Broadway in many moons—virtually | 


Strength } 





house to the other to announce that 
House’s singing Sounds just as bad | 
from there, etc. It’s all delivered in| 
House’s familiar vein and remains 


ideas. They open with a clever soft- 
shoe number in full dress, then do a 
imitation of two high 


style is different. 
and speed in her acrobatic routine. 
The lithe and limber little lady is 


Her stuff in- 


on one leg and a dance on her hands, 
after which she tips her high hat 


with her feet to acknowledge ap-} 
plause. The Royal Whirlwinds are 
a pair of trick roller skaters who 


open the show. The gent swings his} 
lady close to the floor and she picks} 
up a hanky with her teeth Corb. 


MUSIC HALL, A. C. 


(STEEL PIER) 


Atlantic City, Aug. 22. 

Three Stooges, Acromaniacs, Val | 

Setz, 3 Byrnes Sisters, Dick Dana, | 

Charles Kemper, Ed Kaplan, George 

Haggerty. Ben Yost Singers (9); 

John McConnell’s Orch; ‘Berlin Cor- 
respondent’ (20th). 


This is a well-rounded bill headed 
by the 3 Stooges at their wackiest. 
They sing, dance, impersonate, roll 
on the floor and slap each other at! 
terrific pace and leave audience 
howling for more. At performance | 





CHICAGO, CHI 


Their | 


Chicago, Aug. 21. 
Alvino Rey Orvn, Skeets Herfurt, 
Bill Schallen, Dick Morgan, Senor 
Wences, Harry King and 
‘Wings for the Eagle’ (WB). 


Alvino Rey’s electric guitar paces 
this excellent combo of musicians. 
Leader is a quiet, reserved m.c., with 
his playing of a high order. What’s 
more, he’s got a good bunch of acts 
around him. 

Harry King and Arlina, show 
openers, are a facile pair of hoofers 
who can really step. 
clicko is a jitterbug routine in tap, 
accomplished with a _ variety of 
seemingly original steps. 

Dick Morgan and Skeets Herfurt, 
members of the band, offer ‘Strip 
Polka,’ with Herfurt doing the 
comedy song while Morgan in 
tousled blonde wig, effects a fake 
strip with undulating hips and leer- 
ing expressions, A very funny turn. 

Baritone Bill Schallen sings per- 
suasively and in an intimate manner 
favorites like ‘A Pretty Girl’ and 
‘Heart at Stage Door Canteen.’ 

One of the best ventriloquists 
around is Senor Wences, who creates 
the head of a doll with his left hand, 
plus two onyx rings, some lipstick 
and a tiny red wig—a tremendously 
life-like and amusing creation. The 


° ~ Ss 7 . | . . ° 
excellent standard material assured} caught Saturday, they were greeted | doll is impudent and funny with a 


of healthy audience reception. 


Smith and Dale, last on Broadway | 
in Ed Wynn’s recent ‘Laugh, Town 
Laugh,” are now playing vir- 
tually to a new generation but con- 
tinue terrific winners with their long | 
standing ‘Dr. Kronkhite’ skit. It’s 
a panic even with those who have} 
seen it before. Unbilled male sing- 
ing duo with the act, delivering first 
a couple of Italian numbers and then 
swinging into ‘Jingle, Jangle’ and 
‘Band Played On’ as a foursome in- 
cluding Smith and Dale, impress as 
a good straight singing turn on its 
own. They cleaned up here and 
helped wind up the act for a smash 
finish. Lowe’s Hite and Stanley, 
giant, average-sized guy and dwarf, 





click nicely, as usual, with nifty| 
comedy and dancing. 

Mary Raye and Naldi combine 
lively music with their smooth, as- | 


sured terping in a series of routines 
that are seemingly matchless for 
their impeccable grace. They bowed 
off to big returns. 

Linda Ware, blonde singer, does 
well in the sole vocal spot. She de- 
livers an operatic piece and such 
pops as ‘All I Need Is You,’ ‘Em- 
braceable You’ and ‘Can a Lady Re- 
sist,’ holding her audience all the} 
way. Miss Ware picked a gob out | 
of the audience to play straight for 
the ‘Resist’ number, a bit that clicked | 
heavily. | 

Lalage, blonde femme _aerialist, | 
went over easily in the opening slot 
with her acrobatics on the ropes and | 
in the rings. Series of one-arm | 
twirls, for the climaxer, cinched it. | 

Mori. 





KEITH’S, INDPLS. | 


| 


— j 


Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 22. 


‘Hodge Podge’ with Ken Maynard 
& Tarzan, Sid & Peggy Page, Monroe 
Bros. (2), Marie Hollis, Troy & Lynn, 


Royal Whirlwinds (2) ‘Unseen 
Enemy’ (U). 

Keith’s makes its first bid for kid 
trade since opening in spring with 
personal appearance of Ken May- 
nard, western film star from Colum- 
bus, Ind.. and his white horse, Tar- 
zan, on this week’s bill. Show made 


fast start, in spite of circus competi- 
tion, for juveniles. Filmer is sur- 
rounded by strong line of vaude acts, 
leaning heavily to comedy but liv- 
ing up to unit titley ‘Hodge Podge,’ 
with plenty of novelty on side. Sid 
Page sparks the program 
smooth m.c.ing. 


Maynard and his trusty steed are 


out of their element on stage, but 
kids like their stuff even if adults 
find it tiresome. Oats star enters in 
saddle, makes Tarzan curtsy, ex-| 
plains to fans that horse is son of | 
‘original Tarzan,’ then puts him 
through his paces. Tarzan shows 
how he unties knot when Maynard 
is roped by villain, tells his age by 
stomping foot 12 times on floor and 


gives horse laugh. Maynard tells a 
few jokes while fooling with lariat, 
then goes into musical routine with 
fiddle and Tony Valero, Mexican 
Guitarist who also sings. Act isn’t 
up to house standard but has some 
novelty value. 

Page jumps in and out of lariat. 
too, but it’s only a side line with him. 
He and Peggy Page start with fast 
line of tried and true gags, 
into Indian magic show routine, good 
for plenty of laughs. Their non- 
sensical bungling of tricks, in every 
deceptionist’s repertoire, is good 
showmanship. There’s a lot of rope 
in this show. Eddie Miller of Miller 
Bros. pulls old one of dragging long 
line of hemp across stage, then run- 
ning behind drop and coming out on 
other end of it. Audience takes it 
big. The Millers get as many laughs 
with their incidental clowning as 
they do with their popular trampo- 
line routine. 

There’s an amusing touch to the 
dance work of Troy and Lynn, smart 
boy and girl team with some new 


with } 
| 


then go| 


| with big hand and called back with 


whistling and shouts. 

Three Acromaniacs put over neat | 
job of* balancing and _ feats of 
strength and draw big laughs with 
jitterbug acrobatics. Val Setz scores | 
with excellent juggling and comedy |! 
chatter. 

Opening with rhumba and conga, | 
the Byrnes Sisters change to mili- 
tary tap to show nice team work. 
Ben Yost Singérs go nautical this 
week. In trim Navy blues, they 
sing ‘Anchors Aweigh,’ ‘I Joined the 








Navy,’ interspersed with noveity 
songs. 

Dick Dana emcees show and 
straights for comedy skits featuring 
Charlie Kemper, Ed Kaplan, and 
|George Haggerty. Kaplan has top| 


| spot this week, doing comedy turn | 
| from the aisles. 


Full house at shaw Saturday 
Cart. 


ree | 
EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 22. 

Glenn Miller Orch with 

Hutton, Skip Nelson, Modernaires 

(4), Tex Beneke, Wally Brown; ‘Spy 
Ship’ (WB). 


Philly’s jitterbug set is out in| 
force again this sesh to listen to the 
brand of swing purveyed by Glenn | 


Miller and his cats—and the jive 
devotees are coming in droves. 
It’s an okay show, musically 


speaking, that Miller’s crew puts on. 
Good arrangements: clever staging; 


fine instrumentalists 

Skip Nelson, Miller’s new male} 
vocalist. does af adequate job with 
tunes like ‘Skylark,’ ‘Sweet Eloise’ 
and the like, but the lad is still a 
little unsure of himself. 

Marion Hutton is still her zingy 
self as she jives her way through 
‘Kalamazoo, ‘Saturday Night’ and 
‘Chattanooga Choo-Choo.’ In the 
latter tune she’s teamed with Tex 
Beneke and the Modernaires 

Only outside act is Wally Brown, 
who has a fairly clever, fast-talking 
act, 

House was almost filled to capacity 
at Saturday dinner show. Shal. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Aug. 21. 
Edward Roecker, Shea & Raymond, 


definite character and voice differ- 
ent from that of its. originator. 
Senor Wences also has another head 
in a box that sings opera. A great 
act. 

The Four King Sisters make a 
pleasing appearance and neatly sing 
numbers’ they’ve recorded. Es- 
pecially effective is their rendition 
of ‘My Devotion’ and the comedy 
number, sung with straight faces, 
‘Let’s Keep Smiling.’ They finish the 
show with a sock ‘Idaho,’ assisted by 
Herfurt, who flutes in accompany- 
ing their harmony. Business hold- 
ing up fine. Loop. 


RKO BOSTON 


Boston, Aug. 21. 
Sisters, Wili 


Andrews 


Wesson Brothers (2); ‘My Favorite 
Spy’ (RKO). 


Up against a stretch of the foulest 
dog-days in seasons, the RKO Bos- 
ton is dishing up a powerful stage 





Marion| and screen combination. 


The layout opens with the Os- 
borne band in a clambake called 
Fire Dance’, which sets a wicked 
pace for the jive set and brings on 
the Miller Brothers and Lois, a col- 
ored tap trio whose stuff is okay. 
They catch on at their entrance with 


| a top-gear tap routine and follow up 


with whimsical intricacies on a high 


rig which spots them nicely. The 
band goes into ‘Sorghum” Switch,’ 
then brings out Marianne for a 


couple of vocals. 
acceptable. 
Then follows a trio of band im- 
pressions, with Glenn Miiler, Guy 
Lombardo and Gene Krupa getting 
the onceover not very lightiy, the 


Her style is plenty 


parody on Lombardo being a killer. 
Dick Shahahan on the drums does 
the Krupa stuff, and he’s all right 
but his chore lasts too long. The 
Wesson Brothers snap the show back | 
into the groove with a half-dozen 
comedy impressions, all new here, 
and surprisingly enough finish off 

ith an F.D.R.-Eleanor skit which 
isn’t their best. 

Maxine, Patti and LaVerne An- 


Sisters,’ ‘Pennsylvania Polka,’ ‘Ap- 
| ple Blossom Time’ and a socko nov- 
elty by Johnny Mercer called ‘Strip 
Polka,’ which unhorses the audience 
for an ovation. Their showmanship 


is superb all through, and they’re 
given a solid send-off by Osborne 
and the band which, although not 
| known in these parts as a jazzeroo, | 
lean get its feet off the ground if it 
has to. 

| The Boston was bulging with cus- 
tomers at the opening show (Friday 
a.m.). Ene. 


Lyda Sue, Roxyettes, Joe Lom- 
bardi’s House Band; ‘Talk of the 
Town’ (Col) 

This ‘Jingle, Jangle,” revue of 
|Harry Anger’s is a well-staged 38 
minutes of punch Smartly pro- 
duced, it’s a nice breather for the] 


lengthy screen feature. 

Roxyettes are on for two smash- 
ing numbers. They open with ‘Jin- 
gle, Jangle’ in one, go to full stage 
for stair routine. Attractively cos- 
{tumed in cowboy outfits, they 
|demonstrate corking precision steps. 
Then comes Lyda Sue, late of ‘Hell- 
zapoppin,’ for about five minutes of 
fancy kicking, climaxed with some 
nifty body twists. 

Edward Roecker, from radio, with 
a good baritone offers ‘Rangers Song,’ 
‘Old Man River’ and ‘This Is Worth 
Fighting For.’ Could have stayed 
but bowed off. Then the Roxyettes 
in a beautifully lighted fan number 
on full-stage steps. 
mond are corking 


dance comics. 


They present contrast in types and| 
over | 


their four 
without 


rushed 
air. 


routines are 


coming up for Five 


bows and a short thank you instead | 


of an encore, 

Joe Lombardi’s 
plays it all smoothly. House capacity 
with six rovjs of standees for open- 
ing show. Program holds over for a 
second week. Arke. 


Shea and Ray-| 


house’ orchestra | 


| CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Aug. 20. 


| Tony Pastor’s Orch, Eugenie Baird, | 


| Stubby Pastor, Johnny Morris, Terry 
|& Ralph Rio, Jimmy Rae, Rhythm 
Rockets, Art Brown, Lynn Allison, 
|Sam Jack Kaufman’s House Orch; 
|‘Pied Piper’ (20th). 





| Jive hounds are out in force this 
week for 43 minutes of brassy blare 
and rhythmic tom-tom by Tony Pas- 
tor’s band. Opening routine cut 
short by absence of Stubby Pastor 
through indisposition. 


perched on the band stools with the 
audience wondering whether maes- 
tro has gone suffragette. Steppers 


duction of Pastor and band. Jimmy 
Rae, a Baltimore amateur unveiled 
by:Gene Ford in 1934, makes his first 
Washington bow as a professional, 
with four minutes of fast dance tum- 
bling and eccentric falls. Speedy 


Arlina; |} 


Especially | 


Osborne’s | hi 
(22).|Orch with Marianne and Dick Sha-|™!™ to sp 
|nahan: Miller Brothers & Lois (3). | letter medical term backwards. Re- 


| drews take over at this point, doing | 
‘Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,’ ‘3 Little | 


Trailers open with Rockets (ine) | 


come down stage for rhythmic intro- | 


worker with some good patter for 
his tricks. 
Eugenie Baird on for three num- 
bers, ‘Idaho,’ ‘Tell It to the Stars’ and 
;*All I Need Is You.” Nightingale 
| forgets about the mike and net result 
is her warbling fails to penetrate to 
| far reaches of this vast house. Rock- 
'ets on for zip-zip number in front of 
| the scrim. Ralph Rio, with his wife, 
Terry Howard, push on the grand 
piano for 10 minutes of tomfoolery, 
|highlighted by the femme’s baby 
| talk. 

Johnny Morris’ manipulation of 
seven drums is also clicko. Art 
Brown's organalog puts the house in 
good mood before the stage show. 

Attendance at first show capacity, 
with a lobby lockout. Arke. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, Aug. 23. 
Hylton Sisters, Bill Ames, Adriana 
& Charly, Jimmy Edmundson, Ray & 
Harrison, Harry Reser House Orch; 
‘The Gay Sisters’ (WB). 





Neat but not gaudy package of 
standard vaude turns, a welcome 
switch after weepy histrionics dis- 
played in cinematic attraction. 


Hylton Sisters are solid senders 
though their marquee valhie is 
problematical, at least in these parts; 
from an entertainment standpoint 
they have plenty to offer. Gals 
break up standards with plenty of 
novelties and are okay for sound and 
sight. 

Bill Ames _ is_ known _iargely 
through his radio activities and has 
yet to get in stage groove. His vocal 
mimicry is clever, but the material 
is weak. Ames has_ possibilities, 
however. His characterizations are 
nearly all fresh, and equipped with 
sockier dialog he ought go places. 

A reverse English exponent, 
Jimmy Edmundson’s b.o. has been 
considerably bolstered lately by ap- 
pearances on several net shows, 
demonstrating ability to spell and 
chatter backwards. When caught, a 
10-year old moppet provided him 
with a routine that would be sure- 
| fire with a permanent plant in the 
j}audience. Kid piped up and asked 
spell and pronounce a 27 





quest kayoed Edmundson for a mo- 
ment, but he covered with some fast 
ad libs and finally strung out the 
word. Mental midget turned out to 
be son of a local medico who had 
caught the act earlier and primed 
the kid to give Edmundson the biz. 
House was still hanging on their 
seats when he made his getaway. 

Comic duo of Ray and Harrison is 
dated and routines need renovating. 
Spine-tingling acrobatics of Adriana 
and Charly are familiar, but never- 
theless spectacular. Always a sure- 
fire opener. ; 

Best summer biz in years. Leslie. 


TOWER, K. C. 








Kansas City, Aug. 22 


ae. 


Lou 


Tanes (2), Bridges Sisters 


(2), 
Balabanows (3), Herb 


Sir House 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 21. 
Paul Whiteman Orch (16), Mur- 
tagh Sisters (3), Martins (2), Dolly 
Mitchell, Buddy Weed, Larry Neill, 
Mike Pingatore; ‘Are Husbands Nec- 
essary?’ (Par). 





Just as there’s still magic in the 
Whiteman name, there’s magic still 
in the Whiteman music, too. Of 
course, it isn’t quite the band the big 
boy had back in the days when he 


was Mr. Jazz, but the outfit needs 
no apologies and will stack up with 
pretty nearly the best of the name 
organizations. From opening strains 
of the inevitable ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ 
played brilliantly at the piano by 
Buddy Weed, to the closing blare of 
‘Wabash Blues,’ with Mike Pinga- 
tore’s fingers streaking across the 
banjo like greased lightning, it’s an 
hour of melodic excellence that the 
enduring ‘Pops’ is batoning at the 
WB deluxer. 


He hasn’t forgotten the symphonic 
jazz with which the Whiteman 
trademark was once synonmous, nor 
has he neglected to take cognizance 
of the new musical idiom that has 
come into being in the meantime. 
Result is 60 minutes of pleasant 
memories for the old-time brigade 
and complete contemporary content- 
ment for the moderns. Whiteman’'s 
brightest stars remain Pingatore and 
Weed, who has considerable to live 
up to from his pianistic precedessors 
with the King of Jazz, and does. A 
new and mighty attractive starlet is 
Dolly Mitchell, a singing lady who 
listens as well as she looks. 

Band currently is made up of five 


saxes, three trombones, three vio- 
lins, three trumpets, bass, piano, 
drums and banjo, and _ folowing 


‘Rhapsody,’ which might wisely be 
shortened, since it’s rather long for 
an opener, or else spotted later, 
there comes a crack arrangement of 
another old-timer, ‘My Blue Heaven.’ 
With a bow to the kids, ‘The Well- 
Diggers Hoe Down’ follows, and then 





Larry Neill, trumpeter, steps down 
to sing ‘Night Is Young’ and ‘Sleepy 
Lagoon.’ Quality of Neill’s pipes is 
okay but his projection is poor, with 
result that half of the lyrics, despite 
a mike, are just a jumble. 

Martins, two boys in jet-black en- 
sembles, score heavily with their 
marionet act, especially a tiny clown 
who practically looks and acts like 
a human playing in and around a 
suitcase in which he’s brought on the 
stage. The finish, with two black- 
faced wooden figures, is the weakest 
part of the turn. ‘Whiteman follows 
them on with his latest femme singer, 





‘ P | las 
Ashe, Lewis & Lorraine, Twin | 0M to clean up. V ; 
The | the Nixon a couple of seasons ago in 


the Mitchell gal, a filly with plenty 
of oomph and salesmanship who 
sells ‘Idaho’ and ‘Jingle, Jangle,’ 
latter backed by a male quartet, and 
herself as well. Mob went for her 
big and she could have stuck around 
for another one or two. 

Sock arrangement of 
New Baby,’ with Weed 
| playing his keyboard magic, is the 
next Whiteman item, and then the 
| Murtagh Sisters, three of ‘em, come 
When last around at 


‘I Found a 
again dis- 


————— 


| the touring ‘Hellzapoppin,” Murtaghs 


Orch; ‘Bashful Bachelor’ (RKO) and| Were Just an okay but conventional 


‘Scattergood Rides High’ (RKO). 


This one fits the 


=) usual niche of 
Tower \ 


aude at the 30c admish. 
under the recent policy which plays 
two features with stage show for 
drawing the quantity family trade 
Forty minutes run through the usual] 
quartet of imported 


acts, amateur 


with an average result. Six outfit 
is called on to lead off with special 
arrangement of ‘Idaho,’ and from 


there show moves under direction of | 


Lou Ashe, doubling as m.c. 

Ashe fits nicely into the workings 
as m.c., a post that has given some 
cause for worry and extra consid- 
eration here of late, Later he has 
| his own inning to warble a caval- 
cade of Berlin songs, but his best 
work is along the introductory line. 


raine in a series of solo and 
| taps, male member of the duo carrv- 
ing off the honors on nimbleness and 
| tapability. In second spot Twin 
Tones carry off audience approval 
deservedly with their fooling around 
| on fiddle, guitar and novelty 
|}songs. It’s string music plunked for 
comedy effects and fairly well 
satisfies. 


bass 


Bridges Sisters have been previous 
am winners, coming back again with 
their acro routine. Ashe then has 
his singing chore, and closing is 
taken over by the Three Balaban- 
Ows In a round of accordion squeez- 
| ing. Femme member. doffs’ her 
| Stomach pincher to turn in a toe 
dance tap and some modern terping 
while her male partners give out on 
standard size instruments and later 
change to midget accordions. 

_ Stage and double film fare is hav- 
| ing its usual effect of steadying biz, 
| and management here, as at Other 
| houses in town, report a noticeable 
| stabilizing and upward, if slight, 
| trend in biz generally. Combination 
of Scattergood Baines and Lum and 
Abner on the screen in two films is 


good magnetism for this house, and | Colombia, 
screen fare is thoughtfully billed as!ence to 


a ‘Folksy-. Festival.’ Quin. 


winner and the Herb Six house orch | 


First standard act is Lewis and Lor- | 
quo | 


harmony trio; now they’re a show- 
stoperoc on anybody’s bill with their 
crack novelties and incidental com- 
edy. Crowd wouldn’t have minded 
f gals had doubled their four num- 
bers. They had to beg off. Tallest 
of the trio is a corking comedienne 
and will probably find herself star- 
ring in a Broadway show if she 
| doesn’t watch out, 


For 2 finish Whiteman goes through 
| a medley of songs he’s introduced 
|}and made famous, even picking up 
|the fiddle himself in one of them. 
|Curtains close in at end of Pinga- 
|} tore’s banjo exhibition. 
| Biz just fair. Cohen. 


| EMBASSY, N. Y. 
| (NEWSREELS} 


Newsreel fodder this week may not 


be spiced with as much hot war 
news as some fans would like, but 
it certainly offers a wide variety. 


Of 44 clips only eight are clear ol 
|any war angle, and one of these, a 
baby parade (U), tells of war bonds 
as prizes. 
| Paramount is out in front with 
|two goods.sequences that ties onto 
|the headlines. One, on the United 
| Nations. raid on Dieppe, covers 
| training of British and American 
|Commando units. Commentary 1s 
particularly good. The second timely 
clip covers the attack on the Solo- 
mon Islands, with most of the foot- 
age showing the Marines setting up 
bases and rehearsing invasion land- 
ings. 

Pathe has some interesting stuff 
about Army outposts in the Carib- 
bean, Army planes being delivered 
by Navy airplane carriers, and the 
training of an Army mountain-clim- 
ing unit. Metro has a good clip on 
| the N. Y. Stage Door Canteen even 
though it’s practically a shill for Ray 
Bolger and the ‘By Jupiter’ musical; 
Pathe gives some space to Chile and 





obviously out of defer- 
the Coordinator of Inter- 
American affairs. Fran 


yet 




















: 








‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFI 


8 St. Martin’s Place, 


Tfafalgat 


VARIETY 


INTERNATIONAL 





FEAR LATIN FILM THREA 





Ban Quells Sock ‘Invaders’ Biz In 


Buenos Aires; 


Does Over $15,000 





ai 
aA) 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 11. 
Official ban on Columbia-distrib- 


uted ‘Invaders,’ announced just as 
the film was completing its first 
week, was relaxed officially to allow 
the Gran Rex to continue showings 
over weekend following. Result was 
that the picture, which ran up a 
practically all-time high of 60,000 
pesos (over $15,000) during the first 
stanza, gathered in 38,000 ($9,500) 
during the four-diuy period follow- 
ing the official ban. 

Alberto J. Lautaret, theatre owner, 
personally went to President Ramon 
S. Castillo to secure permission to 
finish the weekend, pointing out that 
ticket sales were so great and pub- 
lic opinion such that if the film were 
not permitted to play off the advance 
sale, serious trouble might result. 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) finished the week. 

Other estimates, all given in 
Argentine pesos, currently at about 
27c U. S., follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(1,400; 2.50; 2.00). ‘Secret Agent of 
Japan’ (20th). Yanked after three 
days. Estimated 7,000 for the period. 
‘Song of the Islands’ followed. Last 
week, ‘Woman of the Year’ (M-G), 
not bad 14,000 on second run, 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3.00; 2.50). 
‘Saboteur’ (U). Two-house opening 
brought 20,000 to this theatre. Last 
week, ‘In This Our Life’ (WB), nice 
9,000 for third week. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lautaret) 
3,305; 2.50-2.00). ‘Invaders’ (Col-dis- 
tributed). All-time 38,000 for four- 
day period. No estimate on ‘Jumbo’ 
(RKO) which followed. Last week, 
‘Invaders’ ran up 60,000. 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) (2,800; 
2.00-1.50). ‘The Bugle Sounds’ (M-G). 
So-so 18,000. Last week, ‘Adven- 
tures of Martin Eden’ (Col), weak 
15,000. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,400; 2.00- 





1.50). ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ (Par). 
12,000. Last week, ‘Sons of the Sea’ | 
(WB), n.s.h. 7,000. 


Monumental (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) | 
(1,300; 2.00-1.50). ‘Sendas Cruzadas’ | ® 
(San Miguel, Arg-made). Weak 8,- 
000. Last week, ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ (M-G), smash 15,000 for 
fourth week of pop-priced run 
Yanked only because of previous 
commitment for nationa. but -due} 


back. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400 yy i 
‘In the Navy’ (U). O.K. 22,000. Las t 
week, ‘Dangerously They gre 
(WB), fair 18,000. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3.00-2.50). | 


14,000 at this house | 
on the doubler. Last week, ‘Reap | 
the Wild Wind’ (Par), neat 8,000 for 
fifth and last week. 


*‘Saboteur’ (U). 


Broadway (Lautaret & Cavallo) | 
(2,863; 2.00-150) ‘Los Chicos Crecen’ | 
(The Kids Grow Up’) (Lumiton, | 
Arg-made). OK. 9,000 for second 
week. Last week, neat 15,000. 


Noel Coward Sells 
‘Blithe Spirit’ Film 
Rights for 1206, % 


Aug. 25. 
Two Cities Films has closed a deal} 
with Noel Coward for ‘Blithe Spirit,’ 
with film to be made some time next 
year. Coward is to direct but will 
not appear in the picture. Under- 
stood that the picture company paid 
$120,000 on account, witk a percent-| 


lu. S 


London, 





age of profits from film going to 
Coward. Play is currently a Broad- 
way and West End hit. 


Minimum of $800,000 must bé spent 
on the screen production of ‘Spirit.’ 
Although refusing to discuss the | 

matter, it is understood that Sam 


Smith, head of British Lion Films, oes meeting of the national 


who acquired an interest in Coward's 
In Which They Serve,’ has an in-! 
terest in ‘Blithe Spirit.’ 


re _ senting 


isidy. 


CEILING RENTALS SEEN 
LIKELY IN AUSTRALIA 


Sydney, Aug. 25. 
The Federal government here is 
expected to set ceiling rentals as a 
wartime measure via Prices Com- 
missioner Copland. Wartime measure 
is being adopted only after an ap- 
peal by Aussie exhibitors. 
Understood that the government 
will peg rental fees at the level of 
April, 1942, This is taken to mean 
that all future contracts will be set 
on the figures in force last April. 


RAW FILM CUTS 
WONT AFFECT 
FOREIGN 








Foreign managers of major film 
companies will huddle early next 
week at the Hays office to appraise 
the raw film stock situation in line 
with the War Production Board’s 
freeze order. Voluntary reduction 
in the amount of film stock used 
seems likely although no specific ref- 
erence is made to pictures shipped 
to foreign accounts in the WPB 
order. 

The U. S. government attitude to 
date has been to maintain a steady 
and uncurtailed flow of American 
screen product to foreign nations not 
only as a vast morale factor, but also 
as a medium of maintaining United 
Nations solid front against the 
enemy. Consequently, it is dubious 
if there will be any crack-down on 
raw film stock supplies to the foreign 
market. 

For Australasia and part of the 

Latin-American market, the raw| 
stock supply problem is strictly up 
to the manufacturers of film 
such as Eastman Kodak since U. S.| 
companies print up the necessary | 
positive prints in Australia, New 
Zealand and Argentina. Supply of 
raw film stock to Great 
nearly 50% of all 
; presently, 


for- 
gn business 


oa entirely up to film manufac- 
turers since Eastman Kodak and 
other companies make the raw 
stock in England. It is merely a 


matter of U. S. distribs getting their 
master or purple negatives to Eng- 


land and then printing up the large 
number of positive prints abroad, 
and there seems to be little question 


about sufficient supply from film 
manufacturers thus far. 

| For other foreign countries, com- 
| prising a negligible a of the 
total foreign consumption, American 
companies_ ship positives. already 
made up for sending to various ex- 
changes. Any heavy shipments of 


to Argentina or 
film manufacturers would be 
Strictly for native industries there. 

Foreign managers also will receive 


raw stock Mexico by 


a first-hand report from Joseph H 
Seidelman, Universal foreign sale 
chief, on his recent 


trip to England. 


Wins Right to Present 
“Arsenic-Old Lace’ In 
Mex. After Arbitration 


Mexico co City, Aug. 18 
Exclusive rights to a Spanish ver- 


sion of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ in 
Mexico were won by Maria Teresa 
|Montoya, dramatic actress, whose 
‘company is current at the Teatro 
Fabregas here under a federal sub- 


Management of the Teatro 
Ideal, another local legit house, had 
also bid for srivilege, and the 


case had to be decided at an 


tha 
tune 


emer- 


and dr: amatists union. The original 
‘Arsenic’ is a current } Broadw ay hit. 
Play is to be presented this fall 








U. 5, 60S, SEE 
BAD PRECEDENT 





Inter-American Affairs Com- 
mittee Creates Disturb- 
ance in Intent to Foster 
Production in Chile and 
Mexico — See Possibility 
of Plan’s Extension 


—_———— 


‘WOULD HURT DISTRIB’ 





While not pretending to criticize 
the announced program of the Inter- 
American Affairs Committee, because 
Government-sponsored and financed, 
major company foreign managers in- 
wardly are intensely perturbed at the 
initial efforts to establish native film 
production in such countries as Mex- 
ico and Chile. In a word, they fear 
the precedent such a move estab- 
lishes and the threat to their own 
distribution’ business not only in 
Latin-America, but in other foreign 
countries. Once technical aid is pro- 
vided in trying to establish a strong 
production end of the film business 
in one country, there is nothing to 
prevent other foreign nations from 


demanding similar help, according 
to opinion in N. Y. 
Foreign managers always have 


frowned on such production encour- 


+ 





agement, and with good _ reason. 
Steady flow of native-made product 
ultimately cuts into the available 
playing time of American product. 


to take their chances against such 
competition, but the foreign execs 
never could see why such efforts 
should be encouraged or given back- 
ing. It is like a packing company 
explaining how a meat-packing plant 
should be established, furnishing cap- 
ital for a native group and then ex- 
pecting to compete with the finished 
product there and elsewhere there- 





stock | 


Britain, | 


also is a mat- | 


| film 
l'this time as 


} 


actors | 
time to rearrange the 


after. 

It is why foreign managers gener- 
lally have fought making deals to 
handle native product, since such pic- 
jtures naturally would be competing 
| with Hollywood-made product. After 
| all, they contend they are out to dis- 
tribute pictures and make a reason- 
able profit. The more outside pro- 
duction that comes in, the less play- 
ing time is made ble for U. S 
screen fare 


rails 
availa 


Peculiar part about the situation is 
that id is supposed to better the 
Good Neighbor policy. This is not un- 
|derstood by the rank and file in thes 
|foreign lands. They Be ure the bes 
goodwill from the U. S. film indus try 
comes from more bold be tter Ameri- 
can pictures. Further goodwill, ac- 
cording to general opinion in such 
lands, can come from 
new industrial plants or 
more favorable breaks in 


the a 


trade pacts. 


Reaction to Orson Welles’ visit as a 

ducer in Brazil was anything but 

0d will-buildir cording to infor- 
mation brought back by different film 
official 

Just where the production advice 
and encouragement of the CIAA 
troup is to stop is another worry for 
foreign manager: If Mexico is 
given such support, Cuba will seek | 


similar treatment. Then if Cuba get 

{the production hypo, Brazil is bound | 
to want a like break. They fear that 
ultimately such distant countries as | 
| Australia and New Zealand might} 
|logically expect some gov ernment | 
agency to bolster their production 
| setup. 








pare pe: | 


Powers Back in Aussie © 
As U.S. Army Major 
Sydney, Aug. 25. 
William Powers, formerly a top 
executive with National Theatres 
(20th-Fox subsid) and often here on 
matters, is back in this zone, 
this tim major attached to the! 
U.S. Army. 
Powers came to Australia the firs t | 
Hoyts circuit 
managerial alignment more than a 
year ago. 


establishing | 
giving them | 


| 


U. S. distributors have been willing | 





Yank Film Firms Feel Weight 
Of Jap Sandbag on Frozen Coin 


15 HURT IN FIRE SCENE at 
OF GUIZAR PIC IN MEX. 


Mexico City, Aug. 18. 

Fifteen men extras were injured, 
four of them seriously, during a fire 
sequence in Mexizo’s first feature- 
length pic in color, ‘Que Lindo es 
Michoacan’ (‘How Beautiful is 
Michoacan’) which the Rodriguez 
Bros. are producing at Lake Patz- 
cuaro, Michoacan state. The victims 
suffered burns and other hurts. 

Tito Guizar, who flew home from 
dates in Brazil to play the lead in 
the pic, helped carry the injured 
men to the emergency hospital. He 
was not working in the fire scene. 








It now appears that the American 
film business is going to be left hold- 
ing the sack on Japanese distribu- 
tion coin, totalling $450,000 to $500,- 
000, which was tied up in the Yoka- 
hama Specie Bank, San Francisco, 
when the war broke out, according 
to recent checkup by foreign execu- 
tives. At least there seems little 
chance of getting the money in 
American dollars for some time, and 
it may not be available to U. S. dis- 
tributors until after the war. 

This money represents distribution 
revenue of eight U. S. major com- 
panies, collected in Japan, for over 
two years and totalling about $950,- 
000 originally when placed in the 
Frisco bank as pereagreement with 
the Jap government three years ago. 
No major company received either 
the December or February payments, 
the third such distribution, due early 
in last December, being halted by 
the outbreak of war with Japan. 


Since then, the major distributors 
have been trying to force the Wank 
to pay up. It now appears that the 
Japanese banking institution was 
loaded with Jap paper and securi- 


2 BRITISH QUOTA 
PIX MAPPED BY ties prior to Pearl Harbor, and it is 
PAR IN ENG, [iiteitnsfeatt’n’Amsian Soir 


sufficient cash 

handie this film industry pay- 
ment since there are other U. S. 
creditors to the bank. This ulti- 
mately may be worked out by the 
bank liquidating outstanding loans 








David Rose, Paramount’s manag- 


ing director in Great Britain, is re-|due the bank from Japanese firms 
turning to London with intention|in the U. S. But until the bank ob- 
tains additional funds from its cli- 


to make two quota feature. produc- 


ents, the picture business must wait 
tions there before next spring. He its turn. 
scotched any possibility that Par| peculiar part of the situation is 
would abandon quota film-making/that American film companies 


thought the notes held in the Frisco 
bank were protected fully by U. S. 
currency as per original pact. But 
over the period between when the 
agreement was made and the money 
became due to the eight majors, 
plenty of Japanese paper and cur- 
rency seemingly was loaded on th 
would start first on ‘The Old Lady we lives soar hallowed. in full oa 
Shows Her Medals,’ the Sir James| ticipation of a Pearl Harbor attack, 
M. Barrie story originally made as| 


in Britain, and indicated that other 
American companies would make 
every effort to live up to quota law 
requirements as far as physically 
possible. 

Rose told ‘Variety’ that Paramount 








a Gary Cooper starrer, with Beryl 

Mercer, under the title of ‘Seven Lawrence Seeks 

Days Leave.’ Up-to-date script is 

being finalized on this, he said, and To Complete Fox 

he hopes to .start shooting picture 

within 90 days. Rose stated he hoped Deal With Rank 


to start production on Barrie’s ‘Ad- 


mirable Crichton’ before next spring. 





Actual starting date of second London, Aug. 25. 
quota production will depend on Laudy Lawrence, 20th-Fox foreign 
ability to get studio space. Rose also| sales chief, is in London primarily to 
pointed out that presently it is more| finalize the Gaumont-British deal 


] } 
difficult than formerly 


and technicians, since he 


to get players| with Arthur Rank, it is reported au- 
armed|thoritatively in London film circles. 
forces are not inclined to excuse | This deal has been on the fire since 
them for work in screen vehicles as} early this year. Rank, who is chief 
they did at one time. | backer of General Film Distributors, 
| seeks to buy 20th-Fox interest in 
Gaumont-British 
Completion of any arrangement 
ifor sale of 20th-Fox interest was 
delayed last March by the death of 
Sidney R. Kent, president of 20th 
J 
Aug. 25. Sait regen te ae 

5 Ostrer brother out their G-B 
‘All’s Fair,’ Whitehall. |} interest early in 
‘Awake and Sing,’ Cambridge | onvies: pr 

X - ‘ ‘ - Thus far Lune 
Big Top, His Majesty , ° sanctioned by 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ St. Jame 





Current London Shows 











London, sold 


1942 
deal has not been 
20th-Fox, and it is 


‘ Y > Adelpl |understood that conferences on the 
‘Dancing Years,’ Aqdeiphi. Pos oe : m. a 
ransaction are to start e@arly nex 

‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Haymarket. | : me k ne “ew oe t 

’Oyly Carte Opera, Princess Gi sae ' 
td rg .! at Lawrence also is discussing the 
" rep: », Apollo. . : 
Lama a Binge ’ Saville possibility of raising the price of 
‘Full Swing,’ alece film rentals, reportedly as to low 
§ ‘ , 


under present operating conditions. 
Reported that he also will investigate 
the feasibilty of seven-day showings 
per feature instead of six days as 
at present 


Spanish Pkge. Pix Deal 


‘Gangway,’ Palladium. 
‘Get a Load of This,’ 
‘Lifeline,’ Duchess. 
‘Light and Shade,’ Ambassador. 
‘Macbeth,’ Piccadilly. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Savoy. 
‘Morning Star,’ Globe. 

‘Murder Without Crime,’ Comedy. 
‘Maid of the Mountains.’ Coliseum 
‘No Orchids for Blandish,’ Wales. 


Hippodrome. 











‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndham’s. Pan American Associated Enter- 
‘Rain,’ St. Martin's. prises, Latin-American talent agency, 
‘Rebecca,’ Strand. is huddling with Metro on a pack- 
‘Rose-Marie,’ Stoll’s. age deal for Spanish language pix 
Russian Ballet, Cambridge. for Sudamericano release, with 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet, New. Hugo Del Carril and Libertad Le- 
‘Sky High,’ Phoenix. marque, stage and pix names south 
‘Wild Rose,’ Prince. of the border, for the leads. 

‘Warn That Man,’ Garrick | Another deal would bring De! 
‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Aldwych 'Carril to the Coast in American pix. 

















Wednesday, August 26, 1912 





BUSINESS IS DANDY 
AND ‘DANDY’ IS | | 


BUSINESS... 
AT WARNERS! 


Yes! We’ve got no Variety! 
EVERY REPORT’S THE SAME...ALL TERRIFIC! 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Variety presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the “current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
Key to Type Abbreviations; M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy- 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of VaRieTy’s review and running time, 








WEEK OF RELEASE—6/25/42 





Rubber Racketeers (Mono) 7/1 M 65 R, Cortez-R. Hudson 
Mexican Spitfire Sees Ghost (RKO 5/3 C WL, Velez-E. Errol 
Ten Gentlemen West Point (20th) 6/3 RD 104 G. Montgomery-M. O'Hara 


There’s One Born Every Minute (U) C 60 H. Herbert-T. Brown 

1 Married An Angel (M-G) 5/20 MU 83 J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 
Her Cardboard Lover (M-G) 5/27 CD 93 N. Shearer-R. Taylor 
Maizie Gets Her Man (M-G) 5/27 C 8 ©A. Sothern-R. Skelton 
The Gay Sisters (WB) 6/3 M 108 B. Stanwyck-G,. Brent 
Friendly Enemies (UA) 6/24 C 95 CC, Winninger-C, Ruggles 





WEEK OF RELEASE 7/2/42 





Lure of the Islands (Mono) M M. Hart 

Sons of the Pioneers (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hays 
Postman Didn’t Ring (20th) 6/3 C 68 R. Travis-B, Joyce 
Deep in Heart of Texas (U) Cc R. Stock-B. Crawford 
Sergeant York (WK) 7/2/41 RD 134 G,. Cooper-J. Leslie 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/§ ‘42 





Atlantic Convoy (Col) M J. Beal-V. Field 

fop Sergeant (U) , Cc L. Carrillo-A, Devine 
light Lieutenant (Col) 8/5 D 80 P. O’Brien-G. Ford 
The Magnificent Ambersons (RKO) 7.1 .RD 88 6J. Cotton-D. Costello 
Spy Ship (WB) 6/3 M 62 C. Stevens-I. Manning 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/16/42 





Prairie Gunsmoke (Col) w B. Elliot-T. Ritter 
Drums of the Congo (U) M 61 §. Erwin-O. Munson 
Wings for the Eagle (WB) 6/3 M 85 A, Sheridan-D. Morgan 
Arizona Bound (Mono) 9/10/41 W 58 B. Jones-T. McCoy 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/23/42 





Escape from Crime (WB) 6/3 M 51 R. Travis-J. Bishop 
This Above All (20th) 5/13 RD 118 TT. Power-J. Fontaine 
Pierre of the Plains (M-G) 6/17 M 65 J. Carroll-R. Hussey 
Thundering Hoofs (RKO) WwW . 61 TT. Holt-R, Whitley 

Hi Neighbor (Rep) Cc J. Parker-J. Archer 





WEEK OF RELEASE 7/30/42 











Jackass Mail (M-G) 6/17 CD 80 W. Beery-M. Main 

The Sombrero Kids (Rep) Cc D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Joan of Ozark (Rep) 7/22 Cc 86 J. Cavona-J. E. Brown 
Invisible Agent (U) 8/5 M 79 J. Massey-J. Hall 
Lucky Legs (Col) MU J. Falkenburg-K. Harris 











Canteen Capers | 


Coniinued from page 4— 








from west of Brooklyn and | 
south ofthe Bronx.’ 





Judy Abbott, daughter of George, | 
was junior hostess to a nice-looking | 
boy from Fort Monmouth. While 
they were dancing, the boy asked | 
her name. She told him. The sol-| 
dier took a double take: 

‘Do you mean you're the daugh- | 
ter of Bud? Wait till I tell the fel-| 
lows back at camp!” 








Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Hollywood producers and studio executives are hoping that the im- 
pending shakeup in the War Dept.’s Bureau of Public Relations will give 
them a new military contact. Executives are continually irked at one of 
the Army’s brasshats, with some authority over production, who seems 
to like to say ‘no. Recently he went to Hollywood on Army business. 
The grapevine word got around and studios rushed representatives here 
with scripts to be okayed. The substitute Army officer is not congenitally 
against Hollywood and gave them courteous treatment. They are hoping 
he will win the regular assignment. 

Difficulty of Major Lynn Farnol, formerly with United Artists. over 
saboteur (?) photographs recently released, emphasizes the War Dept.’s 
aversion to ex»nloitation and promotion. Secretary Stimson made it plain 





‘Wait till I tell my old man,’| that the War Dept is sticking closely to conservative public relations 


quipped Judy. 


When Sergeant Horace R. Huggins 


of the 272d Infantry tied with Pri- | 


vate Alexander of the U. S. Marines} 
in Lucy Monroe’s song contest,| 
Arnold Reuben, the restaurateur, cut | 
the knot and offered to supply an-| 


other $25 book of War Stamps. 


The boys were both swell singers 
and it was hard to choose between 
them. 





The busboys are telling this 
story of the Scotsman who 
came to the canteen and asked 
for five hostesses. 

‘Five hostesses,’ said the puz- 
zled Selena Royle. 

‘Yes, said the Scotsman. 
‘Four of my mates couldn't get 
furlough and I’m _ pinchhitting 
for them.’ 





Then there’s the top sergeant who 
could double for Louis Wolheim. He 
looked glum and the captain of the 
hosts asked him whether he’d like to 
be introduced to a hostess. 

‘Sure,’ said the top kick, ‘But make 
her short, pretty and able to get 
along with anyone.’ 

Enter Helen (of Troy) Ford with 
red roses in her hair, 











| Kanin Vox Pops 


Continued from page 1I—— 








WEEK. OF RELEASE—8/6/42 





londie For Victory (Col) P. Singleton-R. Lake 


c 
‘rossroads (M-G) 6/24 RD 34 W. Powell-H. Lamarr 
Smart Alecks (Mono) Cc _ RR. Pryor-M. Rosenbloom 
Klondyke Fury (Mono) 7/15 4 68 E. Lowe-L. Fairbanks 


Call of the Canyon (Rep) 8/19 71 G. Autry-S. Burnett 
i Happened in Flatbush (20th) 63 cD Shed L. Nolan-C. Landis 
ardon My Sarong (U) 8/5 C 83 Abott & Costello 


ue 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/13/42 





Bad Men of the Hills (Col) w C. Starrett-L. Walters 
Mrs. Miniver (M-G) 5/13 D 133 G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
Hillbilly Blitzkreig (Mono) Cc B. Duncan-E. Kennedy 
Timber (U) 8/12 Cc 38 L. Carrillo-A. Divine 


The Old Homestead (Rep) 8/26 C 68 Weaver Bros. 








WEEK OF RELEASE 8/20/42 











Talk of the Town (Col) M Cc. Grant-J. Arthur 
Borders of the West (Mono) w B. Jones-T. McCoy 

Are Husbands Necessary (Par) 617 CD 80 R. Milland-B. Fields 
Priorities on Parade (Par) 17/29 MU 79 A. Miller—J. Johnson 
Bambi (RKO) 5/27 CD 70 (Disney Cartoon) 

The Pied Piper (20th) 7/8 D 84 M. Woolley-R. McDowell 
Shadows of the Sage (Rep) w Three Mesqueteers 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/27/42 
One Thrilling Night (Mono) 17/1 M 69 J. Beal-W. McKay 
Calling Dr. Gillespie (M-G) 6/17 M 84 L. Barrymore-P. Dorn 
Loves of Edgar Allan Poe (20th) 17/8 M 67 J. Sheppard-L. Darnell 


WEEK OF RELEASE 9/3/42 

















Vengence of the West (Col) w B. Elliott-Tex Ritter 
Sabotage Squad (Col) 8/5 M 60 B. Bennett-K. Harris 
Arizona Stagecoach (Mono) * WwW Range Busters 


The Big Street (RKO) 8/5 CD 88 H. Fonda-L. Ball 7 
Orchestra Wives (20th) 8/12 MU 97 G. Montgomery-A. Rutherf’d 
Across the Pacific (WB) 8/19 M 86 H. Bogart-M. Astor 








WEEK OF RELEASE 9/10/42 


Spirit of Stanford (Col) cD F. Albert-M. Chapman 








Isle of Missing Men (Mono) M 67 H. Howard-G. Roland 
Youth on Parade (Rep) w J. Hubbard-M. O'Driscoll 
Sunset Serenade (Rep) w R, Rogers-H. Parrish 
Bells of Capistrano (Rep) w G. Autry-S. Burnett 
Mexican Spitfire’s Elephant (RKO) 8 5 Cc 63 L.. Velez-L. Errol 

Berlin Correspondent (20th) 8/12 M 7 VY. Gilmore-D. Andrews 
Give Out Sisters (U) MU Andrews Sisters 


WEEK OF RELEASE 9/17/42 








Thundercloud-D. O’Brien 


King of the Stallions (Mono) w 

Wings and the Woman (RKO) M 92 A. Neegle-R. Newton 
Careful, Soft Shoulder (20th) 8/12 M 70 Y. Bruce-J. Ellison 
Halfway to Shanghai (U) M I. Hervey-K. Taylor 
One of Our Aircraft Is Missing (U) M G. Tearle-E, Postman 











TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





Night in New Orleans (Par) 5/8 M 75 D. Lamour-R. Denning 
Once Upon a Thursday (M-G) 5/20 M 66 M,. Hunt-R. Carlson 
Yankee Doodle Dandy (WB) 6/3 MU i25 J. Cagney-d. Leslie 
Holiday Inn (Par) 6/17 MU 101 B, Crosby-F. Astaire 
Eagle Squadron (U) 6/17 RD 108 R. Stack-D. Barrymore 
Tombstone (Par) 6/17 Ww 75 R. Dix-K, Taylor 

I Live in Danger (Par) 6/17 M 73 C. Morris-J. Parker 
Apache Trail (M-G) 6/24 W 66 L. Nolan-D. Reed 
United We Stand (20th) 7/1 66 (Documentary) 

The Young Mr. Pitt (20th) 7/1 M 118 R. Donat-R. Morley 
Footlight Serenade (20th) 7/8 MU 81 J. Payne-B. Grable 


The Pride of the Yankees (RKO) 7/15 D 128 G. Cooper-T. Wright 

Flying Fortress (WB) 7/15 M 110 R. Greene-C,. Lehman 
War Against Mrs. Hadley (M-G) 875 D 8 FE. Arnold-F. Bainter 
Somewhere I'll Find You (M-G) 85 RD 107 C. Gable-L. Turner 


Journey Into Fear (RKO) 8/5 =~ M 68 J. Cotton-D. Del Rio 
Tales of Manhattan (20th) 8/5 CD 117 (AT star cast) 
Iceland (20th) 8/12 MU 79 S. Henie-J. Payne _ 
Cairo (M-G) 8/12 MU 101 J. MacDonald- R. Young 
Wake isiand (Par) 8/12 D 387 B. Donlevy-R. Preston 
\ Yank at Eton (M-G) 8/12 CD 88 M. Rooney-E. Gwenn 
‘Tithwoavs Bv Night (RKO) 8/12 M 62 R. Carlson-J. Randolph 

st OW P-oadway (20th) 8/12 CD 66 L. Nolan-M. Weaver 
‘’spocpte ‘Tourney (WB) 8/19 M 167 E. Flynn-R. Regan 

eve = ‘ies (WB) 8/19 M 58 C. Stevens-F. Emerson 

w. Vso ceer (WR) 8/19 D 117 B. Davis-P. Henreid 

* Co Again (RKO) 8/26 Sc F. Bergen-McGee & Mollie 











fused to accept a commission.’ The 
fact is, I have never been offered a 
commission. As a matter of record, 
my application, which I made at 
the suggestion of superior officers, 
has been on file for several months. 

Next, it says that ‘other complica- 
tions of the Army’s way of doing 
things also made me unhappy.’ To 
anyone in the service, the Army 
way is the right way. Along with 
my fellow-soldiers, I have done 
whatever I’ve been told to do, and 
it certainly has never made me 
‘unhappy.’ 

Lastly, regarding the films which I 
made under the direction of the 
Office for Emergency Management, 
I know nothing of the ‘red tape and 
disagreement with my ideas.’ The 
Film Unit provided only help and 
cooperation. I had been assigned to 
work there until Aug. 1. When that 
date came, I reported to Camp Up- 
ton for active duty as planned. At 
this moment, I await my transfer 
an l assignment 

My dissatisfaction is certainly not 
with either the Army or the Gov- 


ernment. but rather with myself 


fo- having contributed so little up 
t now. 
Private Garson Kanin. 











Jolson 


——— = Continued from page 1 


ene eer 
another distinction to an already dis- 
tinguished pioneering, having pre- 
viously done one-man shows fox 
U. S. troops in Alaska and the. Car- 
ibbean. Jolson’s insistence that he 
be continued in this sort of enter- 


| tainment in foreign outposts, where- 
i;ever there may be 


American sol- 
diers, almost caused him to nix the 
new Colgate Toothpowder commer- 


cial on NBC starting Oct. 3. In| 


fact, it wasn’t until 24 hours before 
taking off at 5 a.m. Saturday morn- 
ing that he formally signatured the 
deal. And with it was a mental 
reservation that if his present four- 
week stay abroad is extended, or if 
Washington asks him to go to Aus- 
tralia or some other place to enter- 


tain, he’d rather forego the radio} 


commercial and do that. 

An idea of the great secrecy at- 
tendant to departure of shows for 
foreign shores is evidenced by the 
manner in which all the components 
of this troupe were instructed 
merely to ‘be ready for departure at 
an hour's notice, if necessary,’ thus 
keeping them anchored in N. Y., 


none knowing when the clippers | 


were taking off 

A previous attempt to send abroad 
a USO show, headlined by Wini| 
Shaw, Yvette and Sid Marion, was 
stymied when the father of one of 
the chorus, who runs a Cleveland 


policy, where tradition and regulations rule and there is no deviation. 
Army Emergency Relief, while intimately associated with show business 
and the sports world, disclaim responsibility for some stunts devised for 
A. E. R. by civilian groups. 





H. V. Kaltenborn, reporting from England, over NBC, on the operation 
by the American Red Cross of the Grand hotel in Glasgow, Scotland, 
| stated that afternoon and evening motion picture shows on Sunday were 
|arranged for U. S. soldiers. However, no publicity was to be given the 
\film program in Glasgow papers. Kaltenborn mentioned the Scottish 
Presbyterian influence, which edicts Sunday entertainment. The no- 
publicity-in-Glasgow-dailies policy was adopted lest Sunday films ‘cause 
a clerical scandal,’ said Kaltenborn in a mock-serious tone which ended 
with a laugh. Kaltenborn told listeners that for the first time the Red 
Cross was charging for services, although the prices represented only a 
part of the cost. Meals are served for 20c. 

The Grand hotel, a grand place, has accommodations for 500 servicemen 
nightly. Kaltenborn found that the head of the Red Cross staff of five 
was a former director of recreation in his (Kaltenborn’s) native state of 
Wisconsin. The commentator added that American soldiers, who for some 
time had been stationed in Northern Ireland, like to go to Scotland on 
furlough. 





Second Motioh Picture Letter (August issue), published by the Publie 
Relations Committee, eastern division, of the film business is going out to 
the original mailing list this week. First issue, put out by the PRC, was 
issued about four weeks ago after nearly six months preparation. 

Status of the second issue was revealed at the usual weekly meeting of 
the PRC last Thursday (20) at the N. Y. Athletic Club. S. Barret McCor- 
mick, chai*man of the PRC presently, presided at the meeting while David 
Lipton, chairman of the group’s bond drive committee, conferred with 
Oscar Doob on organization problems of the film business’ huge September 
bond. drive. 








Walt Disney is drawing a lot of unsolicited publicity for his cartoon 
feature, ‘Bambi,’ through an editorial attack by a magazine dealing with 
hunting and other outdoor sports. Editorial complains that the picture 
casts aspersions on the sportsmanship of American hunters who are not 
supposed to pester fawns or does with 30-30 slugs. The campaign re- 
| sulted in publicity breaks on daily editorial pages and columns far re- 
{moved from the ordinary run of film comment. Disney studio’s reply is 
that the picture is a fantasy, filmed without intent to asperse the tech- 
nique of huntsmen. 


Film companies are dickering with the Screen Actors’ Guild to waive 
clauses in their contract -calling for first class railroad train accommoda- 
tions, including Pullman berths, on trips to distant locations. Under war- 
time conditions, with large numbers of military personnel traveling, the 
passenger trains are carrying all the cars allowed by law, and it is im- 
possible to add special cars for location companies. Nearby locations are 
covered by bus, but several pictures require overnight jumps by rail. 





According to Oscar A. Morgan, Paramount short subjects sales chief, 
nearly 2,000 exhibitors have contracted for the company’s four victory 
shorts. q 

Done as part of the industry’s cooperation with the Government, re- 
leased one per month, ‘A Letter From Bataan’ goes to exhibs the middle 
of September. 





Diplomacy, in the form of split billing, is preserving peace among the 
| topliners in ‘Here We Go Again’ at RKO. Under Edgar Bergen’s contract 
he is entitled to first billing on half the posters and credit sheets sent aut 
| by the studio. ‘Fibber McGee & Molly’ are tops on the other half. In the 
| invitations wired out for the press screening, the top billing was alter- 
| nated, one for ‘Fibber & Molly’ and one set for Bergen & McCarthy. 





Spurred by wartime necessities, Producers Releasing Corp. galloped 
through the production of six westerns in 10 weeks. Idea was to finish its 
schedule of 18 oaters before the actors were called away by bond selling 
tours or military service. Buster Crabbe, Art Davis and Bill ‘Radio 
Rambler’ Boyd have left on bond and camp trips, and Dennis Moore is 
awaiting a call from his draft board. 





Rights to Maureen O’Hare’s services are heading toward a clash be- 
tween RKO and 20th-Fox some time in September. RKO held the original 
O’Hara contract but sold half of it to the Westwood studio in April, 1941. 
| Since then she has played in four Fox features and none on the old home 
| lot. Now both studios are announcing assignments for the gal next month, 
on conflicting dates 


Spotlighting a quote from a recent N. Y. Daily News editorial, on some 
of the past, RKO is reissuing ‘Top Hat,’ Irving Ber- 
| lin’s top RKO filmusical grosser with Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers starred. 
Another Berlin musical, ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par), currently releasing, has 
| Astaire starred with Bing Crosby 


of the ‘best’ pictures 





Around 25,000 fiim workers will receive identification cards early next 
month. Shorly after the distribution is completed, Hollywood studio 
heads will set a deadline for refusing admittance to those without cards 
bearing photograph and fingerprints. 





dancing school, gave out an inter- anew in the pioneer talker star since 
view that his daughter would be, his recent war effort entertainment, 
part of the first overseas USO show. 
This caused the unit to be shifted to 
a Newfoundland itinerary instead, London, Aug. 25. 
and the convoy had to sail from an The first USO-Camp “hows contin- 
eastern seaport days ahead of sched- | gent to play for the AEF got inte 
ule, just in case of sabotage intent. | London Monday (23). Jolson wasted 
Even with plane departures, where |no time and, while the rest of the 
cargoes, super and freight, aren't | troupe rested, slipped away to do a 
an issue, the secrecy is maintained | solo chore of entertaining the troops. 
to the hilt. [USO-Camp Shows shelled out 
ee about $7,500 for round {rip fares for 
Jolson’s Film Bid the troupe.—Ed.] 

Hollywood, Aug. 25. Understanding is that American 
Johnny Hyde of the William Mor- | units are to be sent over at the rate 

ris agency, is handling an Al Jol-} of one monthly before long. 
son film deal with a major studio. Elsie Janis headed the first over- 

Several have interested | seas umit during the last war. 





Jolson Crowds in One 
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‘in cooperation with the U.S. O. 
announces the release of a new 


and special one-reel musical... 



































supervised by TED COLLINS 


A stirring dramatic musical subject you 
will continue to remember long after 
you have forgotten most others.. 


* 


First Release Now Booking 


P NET PROCEEDS TO THE U«§*QO «J 


Pty 








wa. ~~ And don't forget that war bond and stamp drive cx. your 
[fihy ace attraction in September, “SALUTE TO OUR HEROES “Month! 
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Canada’s John Grierson Gives Ideas 
On Propaganda Function of Govt. Pix 


+ 


> 


To make the public realize that 
the United Nations are fighting the 
bloodiest war ever known against 
tough foes, and to make them appre- 
ciafe that a shiftover to full wartime 
basis from normal peaceful pursuits 
is essential to ultimate victory, are the 
aims of documentary films produced 
in Canada, according to John Grier- 
son, Canadian film commissioner. 
Grierson, whose ‘World in Action’ 
shorts have attracted widespread at- 
tention in the U. S., told ‘Variety’ 
recently, when he was in New York 
on business for the Commission, that 
it is up to government film agencies 
to put across this message. 

Grierson admitted that he has em- 
ployed a different psychological ap- 
proach on the subject in projecting 
the government’s message. He ad- 
mitted that he was able to show peo- 
ple actually being killed on the 
screen, something that certain docu- 
mentary experts and propagandists 
said was bad. 

‘My answer to. such _ protests, 
Grierson said, ‘is that it is essential 
to show the terrific odds we are up 
against. It must be explained, per- 
haps grimly at times, that the enemy 
is a bitter foe and that we must 
toughen up and fight him with every 
available weapon. In that way the 
general public will rise above the 
bloody scenes and will be willing to 
fight to the highest degree. After 
all, we want the people to appreciate 
what a hard-bitten foe opposes us 
and what a tough struggle it is going 
to be.’ 

Grierson pointed out that in his 
‘World in Action’ series he had grad- 


ually increased the tempo in each 
succeeding subject, starting with 
‘Churchill's Island’ and ‘Food, 


Weapon of Coiquest,’ going on to 
the more bitter and realistic films 
such as ‘Inside Fighting Russia’ and 
‘Inside Fighting China.’ 
Twofold Object 

He explained the function of docu- 
mentary subjects made by the gov- 
ernment as being to help make the 
population make up its mind and 
assist people in thinking. His ap- 
proach to this is to convince the pub- 
lic that the government is taking 
them into its confidence while at the 





same time giving them credit for | 


having intelligence. 

Grierson indicated he felt it im- 
portant for all documentary produc- 
ers and shorts producers to bear in 
mind the vital necessity of stressing 
victories won on the production front 
and on the home front. His feeling 
was that these triumphs were essen- 
tial to final victory and that they 
probably would have to suffice be- 
fore it would be possible to show 
sweeping battlefront victories on the 
screen. 

U. S. Differs from Canada 

Acknowledging that the documen- 
tary film problem in the U. S. differs 
from Canada, he explained how ail 
branches of the Canadian govern- 
ment are given equal share in screen 
subjects. Thus in ‘Food,’ he ex- 
plained, Canada’s conservation pro- 
gram, the price control setup, agri- 
culture department and other eco- 
nomic bodies were represented with- 
out any one being slighted. 

Grierson praised the activity and 
efforts of Lowell Mellett as film co- 
ordinator, saying he has done a fine 
job to date. He also lauded the 
‘March of Time,’ the ‘World Today’ 
(also 20th-Fox) series and what he 
for Metro. He modest 


forts was 


about his own ‘World in Action’ se- | 


ries, although it’s understood that 
United Artists, which distributes in 
the U. S., gbtained some 4,000 ac- 
counts within six months. Grierson 


gave full credit to Stuart Legg, who | 


heads his production, for the ‘Action’ 
series click. 

Forthcoming issues in this series 
are ‘Inside Nazi Japan’ and one on 
the ‘War of Nerves.’ In this, he will 
try to analyze Major A. de Seversky’s 
plan of air attack, the reaction to 
bombings in different nations and at- 
tempt to answer whether a country 
really can be conquered by such 
means. In this, he also will outline 
how Nazi propaganda operates and 
attempt to interpret whether Hitler 
really can sell his ideas to conquered 
peoples. 

Grierson claimed that the future of 
shorts in the U. S. appears bright, 
what with unusual attention given to 
documentaries (shorts for the most 
part). 

Basil Wright, British documentary 
director, who recently arrived in 


Ar 


N. ¥. from London, is returning to 


| davits of 





| basis. 


U. 











WPB Ratings 
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construction hurdles, lack of es- 
sential materials, and conversion of 
equipment to war purposes—not by 
Government decree. 


Statistics 


The film industry used approxi- 
mately 1,100,000,008 feet of celluloid 
last year, including newsreels, but 
exclusive of approximately 150,000,- 
000 feet for foreign markets. In ad- 
dition approximately 127,000,000 
feet of negative film is used an- 
nually in production. 


Various estimates are that Army 
and Navy requirements will be as 
great or greater than film industry 
requirements. In the event that in- 
sufficient stock is available for both, 
military requirements get priority, 
and the cut in industry production 
and distribution will be pro- 
portionate. 


fn various discussfons with Hop- 
per, some of the producer-distribu- 
tors have made it clear that any 
drastic cut on total number of pic- 
tures would work a terrific hard- 
ship. Companies such as Universal, 
Columbia and RKO, which are the 
A & P stores of the industry, are 
not currently geared to handle only 
a limited number of film annually, 
even if they concentrated more 
heavily on turning out a larger pro- 
portion of top budget pictures than 
currently. RKO, for one, with 38 
exchanges, has an operating cost of 
around $50,000 weekly on exchanges 
alone. Reduction from 45 to 35 or 
30 pictures would make it difficult 
to offset the nut. These companies 
maintain they need B product to 
stay in business. 

Hopper'’s requset for figures show- 
ing the number of bookings for 
every film distributed by each of 
the companies is an indication that 
he may fix the minimum number of 
bookings per film as well as the 
maximum number of prints to be 
allowed each company for various 
grades of product. Figures on book- 
ings per print range from 30 to 42 
and Hopper may decide on that 


|New York Friday, 


20th-Fox’s N. Y. Regional, 
Aug. 28-30, ist of 4 Meets 


20th-Fox yesterday (Tuesday) set 
a series of four regional sales con- 
fabs, the initial one to be held in! 
Saturday and | 
Sunday (28-30) at Hotel Astor. East- 
ern sales meet will bring together 
10 eastern exchange managers and 
20 executives and department heads 
of the homeoffice distribution de- 
partment. Out-of-town reps are due 
in N. Y. tomorrow (Thursday ) night. 

A. W. Smith, Jr., eastern sales 
manager, will conduct 20th-Fox New 
York regional, with Spyros Skouras 
and Tom Connors set to outline sell- 
ing problems for the 1942-43 season. 
In addition, they will present a sur- 
vey of product possibilities, previ- 
ously announced by the production 
department, for delivery this winter 
and spring. William J. Kupper, ex- 
ecutive assistant to Connors, is ex- 
pected back from the Coast in time 
to attend the N. Y. confab. 

Next regional opens in Chicago 
Aug. 3land continues for three days. 
Dallas regional has been set for 
Sept. 3, 4 and 5 for southern branch- 
es, while the meeting in Los Angeles 
Sept. 6-7 will be for six far-western 
sales offices. William C. Gehring, 
western sales chief, will preside at 
these meetings. 

Chicago meeting will be next to 
the N. Y. confab in size, calling to- 
gether 64 exchange reps and nine 
from the N. Y. homeoffice. 


Chi Circuits 
Train Femmes 


For Theatres 


Chicago, Aug. 25. 

Chicago’s major theatre circuits 
will shortly inaugurate schools for 
girls, training them to take over all 
theatre jobs. Purpose of schools is 
to release men from routine work 
for armed services, girls filling in as 
ushers, treasurers, ticket-takers, as- 
etc. At end of 














sistant managers, 














S. Stops Rodeo 
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that day in the Civic Stadium en- 
joining races and other thrill and 
stunt acts whicn involve the use of 
rubber-tired vehicles. 

In a complaint filed by the U. S. 
Attorney and supported by affi- 
members of the Attorney 
General's office in Washington, the 
show was declared to be in hin- 
drance and restraint of the U.S. War 
effort and in preventing the con- 
servation of equipment and supplies 
needed for the successful prosecu- 
tion of the war. The rodeo which wes 
scheduled to continue through Aug. 
30 failed to show Saturday after- 
noon due to inclement weather and, 
as result of service of the injunction, 
was dark Saturday night also, pend- 
ing an attempt to obtain permission 
for the use of the stunt automobiles 
without tires. 


that as result 
issued by Presi- 
of Defense 


It was explained 
of Executive Orders 
dent Roosevelt, Director 


Hed Jock Chertok’s fi naet , | Transportation Eastman had banned 
called Jack Chertok’s fine shorts ei- | 


automobile racing of all kinds ef- | 
| fective July 31. In granting the re- | 
straining order, Judge Knight en- 
joined the operators ‘from conduct- 





ing any show which involves the use 
of automobiles or other vehicles or 
any automobile or vehicular race or 
thrill show or exhibition, contest or 
competitive trial of speed or per- 
formance, including contests between 
persons or against time, distance or 
previously established records.’ 





ee 
Selander’s ‘Empire 
Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Lesley Selander drew the director 
job on Harry Sherman's high-budget 
western picture, ‘Buckskin in Em- 
pire,’ for Paramount release. 

Troupe, headed by Richard Dix 
and Jane Wyatt, start work this 
week in the hills near Kernville, 
Cal 








Canada with Grierson. He will work 
with the Canadian film unit and re- | 
edit the ‘World in Action’ series fol 
Britain release. 


| ‘Sergeant,’ 
‘ally by Darryl Zanuck. 


war, these girls are pledged to re- 
turn the jobs to the men. 
Participating in the idea are Bala- 
jban & Katz, Standard Theatre Cir- 
| cuit, Great States Circuit, Essaness, 
jand several more. 
Tough on Coast 
Los Angeles, Aug. 25. 
Impending start of a new school 
year is causing an acute personnel 
problem for film house operators, 
with hundreds of youngsters, who 
have been working on 
permits over the summer vacation, 
being called back to their classes. 
Problem is further complicated by 
the general exodus of film 
employees to military or 
work. 


defense 

















| Cantor 
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their way because the public doesn’t 
realize they are as much a part of 


the war effort as the industrial or 
mercantile exec parked behind a 
desk in Washington as a dollar-a- 
year-man. 

Show biz itself cannot go to bat 
for these stars, since any organized 
campaign would be pap for the same 
Congressmen who blasted Melvyn 
Douglas. However, sundry head 
liners are attempting to get an offi- 
| cial statement from major politicos 
in Washington. 

Eddie Cantor had a date with 


Steve Early, FDR’s secretary, today 
(Wed.), but had to cancel it when 
Ed Sullivan requested him to ap- 
pear at the Harvest Moon finals at 
Madison Square Garden tonight. 


Director Switch at 20th 





special | 


theatre | 











Coin Unfreezing 
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war is not officially divulged, but 
it’s viewed a distinct possibility by 
foreign department picture exec- 
utives. 

Present Status 

At present, U. S. film companies 
must produce ome feature in Eng- 
land for every feature distributed 
(with leeway granted on monetary 
schedules and present wartime con- 
ditions). It is no secret to foreign 
sales chiefs that the Board of Trade 
in England has been mulling post- 
war production possibilities in Brit- 
ain for the last six months. 

Sommervell is highly regarded in 
N. Y. and is reported friendly to- 
wards American producers. Never- 
theless, present plans of the U. S. 
industry is to go ahead with the 
program for dislodging their revenue 
in Britain. 

Attitude of the American indus- 
try is that the frozen money rep- 
resents revenue derived from de- 
livering the goods (films), selling 
them and being paid for them. Sole 
catch is that they have received 
only half or less of the total money 
derived from a legitimate business 
transaction. 


Industry slant in “all negotiations 
for unfreezing this money is to de- 
termine whether this distribution 
coin is rightfully due or not. If so, 
it should be paid in full. After that 
question is settled, the matter of 
free flow of rental money in the 
future or any other topic, includ- 
ing future quota plans can be dis- 
cussed, 


The present frozen money agree- 
ment with Britain expires near the 
end of next October. No-repre- 
sentation has been made by the in- 
dustry for a new pact, although fig- 
ures have been compiled to show 
the American film business’ atti- 
tude. This undoubtedly will be that 
no rental coin should be frozen in 
Britain in the future. Other indus- 
trial firms get their money promptly 
after delivery in England. 

Complete picture of the monetary 
situation in Britain as it affects the 
U_ S. distributors was brought back 
from London by: Joseph Seidelman, 
Universal’s foreign sales manager, 
returned last week. He informed top 
film executives on the situation at 
2 meeting at Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors: Assn. head- 
quarters last Friday (21). Course 
of action naturally was mapped out 
following this session, Approval for 
release of some $2,000,000 of RKO’s 
frozen in England was given last 
week. 





PROD. BULLISH AT U, 
CAMERAS GRIND ON 8 


| 
| 


Hgllywood, Aug. 25 
Universal will have eight pictures 
|in work this week, with three new- 
| comers added to the five before the 
| Jenses. 
Additions are ‘Passing the Buck,’ 
|with the Ritz Brothers as toppers; 


| ‘Nightmare,’ co-starring Diana Bar- 

irymore and Brian Donlevy. and 

| ‘Pittsburgh,’ headlining Marlene 

| Dietrich, Randolph Scott and John 
Wayne 

| - - —— —_ —— 

| 

 Cued by Dead Saboteurs 

Hollywood, Aug. 25 

} Director job on ‘School for Sa- 


botage,’ a Bryan Fox production at 
20th-Fox, goes to Edward Ludwig 

Picture, based on a story by 
Miche] Jacoby and Ben Rodman, 
deals with a Nazi institute for 
boteurs.. as. disclosed by the recent 
military trial of eight 
spies. 


sa- 


Tarzan’s New Mate 








Hollywood, Aug. 25 

Switch of directors at 20th-Fox | 
placed John Stahl on “The Immortal | 
Sergeant’ instead of Henry HE!ath- 
away, who moved over to ‘Tampico,’ 
originally assigned to Stahl. 

Both pictures start late in Sep- 
tember, with Jean Gabin starring in 


Hollywood, Aug. 25 

New Mrs. Tarzan is Frances Gif- | 
ford, borrowed from Paramount by | 
Sol Lesser to play Johnny Weissmul- | 
ler’s screen’ wife in ‘Tarzan Tri- | 
umphs,’ succeeding Maureen O'Sul- 
livan. ; 





‘Tampico’ and Henry Fonda and 
Thomas Mitchell topping the cast in 
to be produced person-! 





Picture, slated for RKO release, 
went into production on the RKO- |} 
Pathe lot, with William Thiele di- | 
recting. | 


German } 


|freeze order. 


Wildcatters, Shoe-Stringers Without 
Releases K.0.d by Film Freeze Edict 


Hollywood, Aug. 25 

Film freeze order of the War Pro- 
duction Board, which prevents use of 
35 mm negative or positive stock for 
anything but pictures released by 11 
recognized producing and releasing 
organizations, created a brief panic 
in Hollywood circles the end of last 
week, but things soon settled back to 
normal insofar as general studio pro- 
duction was concerned. 


W PB and Government officials are 
understood to have previously made 
an exhaustive investigation of raw 
film manufacture for the past two 
years at the source, and checked fig- 
ures secured against those of footage 
actually used by the recognized film 
distributors. Result, it is reported, 
found in excess of 1,000,000,000 feet 
of negative and positive stock unac- 
counted for to balance, 


Investigators then delved into the 
special trailer services, advertising 
film producers and minor organiza- 
tions scattered around the country 
that were using various amounts of 
film footage for pictures outside of 
the entertainment category. In order 
to conserve this huge amount of foot- 
age and its correlated materials and 
manufacturing requirements, the 
WPB issued its film freeze order. 


Inquiries last weekend at the of- 
fices of raw stock distributors here 
by various users of raw film dis- 
closed that there were numerous in- 
dividuals and outfits that were pe- 
riodically picking up small footage 
of from 1,000 to 5,000 feet for isolated 
work, but the year’s overall of this 
type of business would also run into 
sizable figures. 


The Legal ’Leven 

The 11 producers and distributors 
recognized by WPB for immediate 
permits allowing withdrawals of 
negative and positive, but not in ex- 
cess of 1941 purchases, include Par- 
amount, RKO, Columbia, Warners, 
Universal, United Artists, 20th-Fox, 
Metro, Republic, Monogram and Pro- 
ducers Releasing. Until film with- 
drawal permits are transmitted from 
Washington headquarters of WPB, 
these companies will be allowed to 
get film from the suppliers as re- 
quired. 

Wildcat film production or activi- 
ties of producers who have been 
making pictures in the past without 
advance releasing deals, are dried up 
| by the WPB edict. There have been 
|a few indie producers turning out 
;quickies for exploitation in smaller 
| theatres under state rights release 
| who will be either forced out of bus- 
|iness or required to make advance 











|releasing arrangements with one of 
ithe 11 recognized producer-distrib 
organizations. Elimination of any 


|further quickie independent produc- 
jtion will also result in eventually 
closing a number of state right ex- 
changes that have been operating in 
| various distribution centers. 

WPB officials figure that the freeze 
order will save upwards of 1,000,000,- 
000 feet of film annually, with 300,- 

| 000,000 feet of this conserved by 
elimination of adfilm production and 
jrelease prints. Companies affected 
by the film freeze can appeal to 
{Harold Hopper, chief of the photo- 
eranhic and motion picture division, 
WPB, with final decision to be made 
by Lowell Mellett in Washington 

No Bootlegging Threat 


It is admitted that there are prob- 
|able hundreds of thousands of feet of 
negative and positive scattered 
around Hollywood in the hands of 
individuals connected with the busi- 
ness, but there is little likelihood of 
film bootlegging developing The 
few film laboratories operating on 
| the Coast have already indicated the; 


v 
will not process or print any film for 
companies outside of the 11 who get 
immediate permits, without first re- 
porting facts to the WPB offices and 
setting go-ahead from that source. 
In meeting called by Hopper la 


+ 
| Thursday in offices of Eastman 


| Kodak, studio and laboratory man 
| agers, purchasing agents and lab of- 
\ficials were given details of the 


He stated that, at the 
present time, order only applies ta 
35 mm stock, and neither eight nor 
16 mm positive and negative is af- 
fected by the order. 

Hopper planed to Washington last 
Sunday in order to be east for im- 
portant meeting of major company 
heads with WPB officials today 
(Tues.) at which time film execs will 
present industry plan for saving of 
film. footage in line with Government 
requirements, 
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ONE 

OF 

OUR 
AIRCRAFT 

Is 
MISSING... 


- 


Somewhere in England a bomber comes fly- 

ing home—from a thousand plane raid on the 

Reich—with not one of the crew on board! 

No pilot holds the controls. ‘The navigator’s 

maps and instruments are just as he left them. 
_ No second pilot stands on watch. No radio 
~ operator listens at thé’phones. 


- Sweeping across the sky, losing altitude by 

~ the second, the careening plane strikes high — 
tension wires—and with a series of deadly 
explosions and bright pillars |of flames, it 
crashes to the ground: 


What has happened to the crew?. 


This is just the beginning of the 
most amazing action picture of 
the war! . — oer ae 


Alexander Korda Presents 


A-MICHAEL POWELL PRODUCTION ~ 


WE OF OUR AIRCRAFT IS MISSING’ 


Written, Directed and I reduced by 
MICHAEL POWELL and E. PRESSBURGER 


Released Thru ‘UNITED ARTISTS 
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Diferential in Film Cos. Fiscal Yrs. 
May Hit Some Harder on U. S. Taxes 


2 


Picture companies having fiscal 
financial years which end two to 
six months before the close of 1942 
are alarmed over provisions in the 
House-approved Federal Tax bill, 
and they, among other industrial 
companies, hope to have the fiscal 
year restrictions tossed out by the 
Senate. As the House taxation 
measure now stands, provisos forc- 
ing business to abandon its fiscal 
year system would so severely pena- 
lize film corporations with fiscal 
financial years different from the 
usual ordinary year ending in De- 
cember that many figure to wind 
up with heavy losses instead of a 


| 


profit. 

It was the Senate committee, hold- 
ing hearings on the House-okyed 
measure, that uncovered the dam- 
aging restrictions on interest pay- 
ments changing allowances for debt 
retirement as well as the provision 
against fiscal years. Stipulation that 
corporations abandon their old fiscal 
year alignment would actually mean 
the companies would have to jump 
from 1940 tax payment schedules to 
1942, according to interpretation by 
picture tax officials. 

Current tax law permits companies 
having a fiscal year ending near the 
end of August, like Warner Bros., 
to pay taxes at the 1941 tax rate be- 
cause the fiscal year started in Au- 
gust or early September of 1941. 
Understanding is that the new House 
tax requirements would force such 
companies as Warners and Metro | 
to pay at the 1942 tax rate on eight} 
months, and use the 1941 tax sched- | 
ule only for four months (Septem- | 

| 





ber, October, November and De- 
cember, 41). For a company like 
Universal, winding up fiscal year} 
near the end of October, 10 months 
at the 1942 rate and two at the old 
1941 rate would be required. 

While on the surface not seeming | 
unfair, different companies say it} 
will cut deeply into net earnings. | 
Chief reason for such belief is reali- | 
zation by film executives that such} 
arrangements would give them a 
lower rate for the first few months | 
of their fiscal year but load on 
the heavier ’42 schedule in the final} 
months of the corporation's fiscal) 
12-month period. 

It is in this final period of the year | 
that nearly all companies make year- | 
end adjustments which often deeply | 
pare net earnings. Just what this | 
will do to the financial structure of | 
the average company already has 
been outlined to the Senate Tax 
Committee. It is being pointed out} 
that such compaines have planned| 
their taxes on a fiscal year 
Consequently in many instances it} 
has made insufficient provisions to} 
pay the tax load under the House- 
approved plan. 

Besides Warner Bros... Metro and 
Universal, Columbia Pictures also 
follow the fiscal year plan, closing | 
its financial year at the end of June. | 





basis. | 





Ratoff Buys ‘Leave It, 
Dickers for Stage Leads 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
Ratoff Productions ac- 
quired screen rights to ‘Leave It} 
to Me,’ former Broadway musical, 
for filming at Columbia early next 
year. Three of the original New 
York cast, Mary Martin, William 
Gaxton and Victor Moore, are now | 
in Hollywood and efforts are be- 
ing made to sign them for the pic- 
ture. 

Currently Ratoff is directing 
‘Something to Shout About’ at Co- 
lumbia and is slated to handle 
“Scorched Earth’ before he takes on 
“Leave It to Me.’ Stage play was 
written by Sam and Bella Spewack, 
with tunes by Cole Porter. 


NLRB’s Disney Charge 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
3 An unfair labor practice complaint 
is being issued against Walt Disney 
by the National Labor Relations 
Board, 

Specific charge will be the studio's 
firing of Art Babbitt, animator, be- 
cause of union activities in behalf | 
ef the Screen Cartoonist Guild. 


Gregory 








| consequence of greatly boosted farm 


; income or 











Fewer Pix 


Continued from page 5 














a 
may find it unnecessary to release 
many more this season, though there 
are some 10 or 12 likely properties 
and several look as if they have to 
be made due to elements of timeli- 
ness if heavy writing off on story 
material is to be avoided. 

With most major topline product 
this season holding over in many 
subsequent as well as key situations 
20th-Fox, for one, may find these 30 
pictures sufficient for the entire 
season. 

Currently the Roxy, New York, 
20th-Fox showcase on the Main 
Stem, is so jammed up with ad- 
vance bqokings that all theatres in 
the New York metropolitan area 
will have to wait for 20th product 
longer than had been anticipated 
earlier in the year. 

In addition to ‘Pied Piper,’ which 
is scheduled to complete a run of 
three and possibly four weeks, the 
Roxy also has coming ‘Footlight 
Serenade,’ ‘Loves of Edgar Allen 
Poe,’ ‘Orchestra Wives’ and ‘Careful, 
Soft Shoulders.’ With ‘Iceland’ set 
for release around Oct. 2, also likely 
going into the Roxy, the booking 
situation will become even tighter. 
‘Tales of Manhattan’ is scheduled to 
go into Radio City Music Hall fol- 
lowing Columbia’s ‘Talk of the Town.’ 

Among pictures which may be held 
back from early produetion are 
‘Sioux City,’ novel by Marcus Good- 
rich which presents considerable lo- 
cation-transportation problems, the 
Clare Booth opus ‘Margin for Error; 
‘Blind Date,’ with the Glenn Miller 
orch which William LeBaron is 
handling, and several others. 

With such properties on hand as 





Hugh Walpole’s ‘Blind Man's House,’ 
‘Last Best Hope,’ a Red Book serial; 
Ben Hecht’s ‘Star of Scotiand,’ ‘Quota 
Girl’ with Sonja Henie, ‘Police Ga- 
zette Girl’ and a Damon Runyon 
special with a Washington -back- | 
ground, long term production plans | 
are currently unpredictable. Muth | 
will, of course, depend on the con- 
servation situation. Borros Morros 
and S. P. Eagle have under con-|} 
sideration a yarn about the Russian 
marines, 





SEE PIX FOR FIRST TIME | 


Hinterlanders Lonely—Also Now Can 
Afford the Entertainment 


Minneapolis, Aug. 25. | 
In many rural communities and | 
small towns in Minnesota and North 
and South Dakota, the more elderly 
people in many instances are attend- 
ing films for the first time in their 
lives, according to reports brougnt 
back to the exchanges by pix sales- 
men covering these situations. 


Many of these elderly people can 
afford pictures for the first time in 


remittances from sons Or | 
grandsons in the armed forces or in 
war industries in the metropolises. 
Hitherto, they hadn’t enough pur- | 
chasing power, or, at least, didn’t feel 
they could afford the movies. Others, 
with their children serving. Uncle 
Sam in the armed forces or war in- 


| dustries, are seemingly lonely or de- | 


pressed’ and go to the films for an 
escape, film salesmen declare. | 

Attendance of these elderly peovle 
is helping to offset the loss of the 
young fellows who have moved out 
temporarily, says Ben Meshbesher, | 
Republic salesman, whose territory 
is northern Minnesota and northeast- | 
ern North Dakota. Youngsters also 
are going more to the pix in these 
smaller situations, he asserts. As a 
result, theatre business is getting 
back to normal in most such spots | 
and many exhibitors, in fact, are do- 
ing the best in years. 





Story Buys 





Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Sam Katzman bought ‘The Old 
Gang,’ Satevepost story, for Mono- | 
gram production. 

Lester Cohen sold his industrial 
yarn, ‘Women at War,’ to Columbia. 

Metro purchased ‘Two Against 
Tomorrow,’ by Peter Viertel, now in 
the Marine Corps. 


Warners purchased ‘Broken 
Journey, comedy by Andrew | 
Rosenthal. 


William L. White sold his Philip- | 
pine story, ‘They Were Expendible, 
te Metro, i 


ito Pathe 


i fused to 
|}agreement as of October, 1936, de- | 


WB Circuit Managers Hold | 
Two Midwest Meetings 


| 

Warner Theatre circuit managers 
are holding two meetings in the mid- 
dlewest this week, with Harry M. 


Kalmi assistant general manager, | 
headi homeoffice executives in | 
charge. First confab opens today | 


(Wednesday) in Milwaukee, includ- 
ing managers in the Wisconsin terri- 
tory, while the second, in Chicago 
on Thursday, will cover the Illinois | 
zone. 

Kalmine left for Chicago over the 
weekend and wili be joined today by 
Leonard Schlesinger, cireuit execu- 
tive; W. Stewart McDonald, assistant 
treasurer, and Harry Goldberg, ad- 
publicity director 

Besides huddling on new product, 
the two sessions will discuss ,han- 
dling and openings of ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.’ 

The Warner Canadian sales meet- 
ing, originally slated for today and 
tomorrow in Montreal, has been 
postponed until the middle of next 
month, 


‘Tales’ Reopens Philly 
Mastbaum Sept. 4, Then 
‘This Is the Army’ Oct. 26 


Philadelphia, Aug. 25. 

The giant 5,000-seater Mastbaum, 
Stanley-Warner’s $5,000,000 ‘white 
elephant,’ opens Sept. 4 with ‘The 
Tales of Manhattan. The _ house, 
built in 1929, has been closed since 
the late Samuel L. (Roxy) Rothafel 
failed to make it pay during the 
1934-35 season. 

Originally run on a stage presenta- 
tion-film policy, under the new set- 
up it will feature first run pictures 
only. 

The Mastbaum, named after Jules 
E. Mastbaum, onetime head of the 
Stanley Co. of America, has been a 
great headache to the Warner or- 
ganization. It was reported that it 
cost the chain upwards of $5,000-a- 
week to keep it closed. Decision to 
reopen the long-shuttered deluxer, | 
was the result of the terrif upturn in| 
film biz due to the great influx of | 

| 








} war and Government workers here. 


The house will be managed by Al 
Rer, who transfers from the Stanley. 
It will be supervised by Maurice 
Gable, district manager of the cen- | 
tral-city first-runners. 

At the same time it was announced | 
by Warners that the Mastbaum will 


|be taken over by the Army Emer-| category as banks. 


gency Relief for a couple of weeks | 
starting Oct. 26 for the presentation | 
of ‘This Is the Army.’ | 

Reh’s old spot at the Stanley will | 
be taken by George Balkin, manager | 
of the Aldine, Roy Robpins switches | 
from the Karlton to the Aldine and | 
Abe Goldsmith will be moved from 
the Waverly, a nabe, to the Karlton. 





Pathe Scores Point 
In Suit Ys. DuPont 


Du Pont Film Mfg. Corp. was or- 


|dered by Judge Simon H. Rifkind 
|Thursday (20) in N. Y, 
| court to submit records, books, etce., 


federal | 


relating to production cost of film | 
Laboratory, Inc., for in- | 
spection. Records called for are to | 
be dated from Feb. 3, 1925, to Sept. 
30, 1936. 

Pathe has sought the information | 
in reference to a $610,000 damage | 
suit claiming breach of contract 
dated Feb. 3, 1925, which was to re- 
organize the price of raw film, to 
A cost plus 30‘:.’ Pathe’s com- 
plaint defendants re- 


alleges the 
deliver film under the} 


manding payment of 1% per foot in 
excess of the stipulation. 


Justice Takes a Holiday 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Robert Sisk draws the producer as- 
signment on ‘Mr. Justice Goes Hunt- 
ing,’ slated for early fall shooting at 
Metro. 

Yarn, dealing with the adventures 
of a Supreme Court justice on vaca- 
tion, was written by Isobel Lennart 
and William Kozlenko. 





FOX SUES EXHIB 


Toledo, O., Aug. 25. 

Charging that certain films were} 
not exhibited at times specified by | 
contract, 20th Century-Fox has filed! 
suit for $1,341 against R. E. Young,} 
Perrysburg, described as the opera-| 
tor of the Shoreway, Point Place;| 
Strand, Maumee; and Palace, Perrys- | 
burg. j 


the Treasury. 


| time had become official 


Coast Takes Dimout in Stride, Nite 
Trade Booms as Curious Roam Streets 


+ 

















| Bond Drive 


Continued from page Ioan 





Following this rally 
the stars will scatter to the starting 
points of their tours. Other stars 
will start Sept. 1 from San Fran- 
cisco, Fresno, Dallas, Chicago, Chat- 
tarooga, Philadelphia and New 
York City to begin bond-rally tours 
covering 300 cities and involving 21,- 
000 miles of travel in 30 days. Sept. 
15 has been designated ‘Carole 
Lombard Day, as a tribute to the 





Over-Confidence Warning 





Oscar A. Doob, public rela- 
tions director of the film indus- 
try’s war bond drive, yesterday 
issued a warning against over- 
sonfidence and misplaced opti- 
mism to state chairmen and 
others working on the campaign. 
Doob stated that even the U. S. 
Treasury department has doubts 
whether the industry can send 
September bond sales to the bil- 


lion - dollar mark — a_ point 
reached only once before, in 
January, directly after Pearl 
Harbor. 


Doob revealed that the Treas- 
ury might announce a lower of- 
ficial quota for the month, but 
advised state chairmen to notify 
all workers not to be confused 
by any official lowering of the 
quota. The industry is still after 
that billion. 








star who lost her life in the service 
ot her country. 
Last Thursday (20) top film exec- 


utives meeting in New York pointed | 


out that the picture industry for 


September becomes the spearhead of | 


the $1,000,000,000 
George J. Schaefer 
progress of the 
along with Joe Hazen and Richard C. 
Patterson, Jr. Highlighted was the 
fact that 4,104 theatres for the first 
bond is- 
suing agents, thus placing theatres 
for the first time in the 


bond drive. 


same 
It was referred 
to as a new dignity for the theatre 
and a great surprise to the banking 
industry. 


Too Much Col. Film For 
Cutters, Move Off Lot 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
Columbia is 


rooms outside the lot to take care 


Jeasing nine cutting 


of the increased pace 


about 30% above the output at this 
time last year. 


in production, 


Nine completed pictures are in 
the final cutting process and seven 
more in production daily 


shearing. 


require 


Hinterland Mich. Indies 
Form Booking Combine 
Detroit, Aug. 25 


Outstate exhibitors here, unaf- 
filiated with either the Cooperative 
or Mutual associations, have met 
to form their own booking com- 
bine. The meeting was held at 
Midland, Mich... where William A 

| Cassidy exhibitor, is instigating the 


inew set Ip. 


Sentiment is that these days the 
independents need as much strength 
as possible in their buying and those 
a: present unaffiliated with any of 
the older combines can gain more 
advantages by forming a new asso- 


ciation. The new organization prob- 


jably will gain some strength from 
| small 


independent offices at 
ent booking for theatres in the big- 
ger cities in Michigan. 

Early plans would call for $1 a 
day booking fees from each of the 


| theatres with the group sharing on 


the expenses of setting up an Office. 
More than 75 houses were repre- 
sented at the preliminary with 
the Schule Circuit of Detroit the 
only local group at the meeting. 
Most of the other houses are lo- 


cated in the upper part of the lower 
! 


peninsula of Michigan, 


reviewed the | 
industry campaign | 


pres- | 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Dimout cast its official shadow on 
this town’s boulevards and show 
business took it in stride There 
was no visible slowing of pace in 
the film houses, niteries or jive jints 
where the boxoffice continued to 
register high voltage.War has stepped 
up the evening tempo, with so many 
defense workers drawing high wages 
on swing shifts in the neighboring 
factories, and they can all find their 
way to entertainment in the dark. 

Night baseball is out for the dura- 
tion. The Hollywood Stars and the 
Los Angeles Angels have shifted 
| their remaining games to a daylight 
| schedule, and any other outdoor 
|sports requiring outdoor lights have 
| been eliminated. 
| First result of the dimout on Hol- 
|lywood Blvd., Vine Street., Sunset 
j}and other night haunts was an in- 
crease of foot traffic, sightseers who 
were curious to Jearn how the bright 
streets would look in the darkness. 
The immediate result was a heavy 
play on the cash registers in the 
restaurants and bars. 

At the studios the shooting sched- 
uels of several pictures were hastily 
rearranged to beat the gun on the 
dimout regulations. Warners rushed 
night shooting on ‘Desert Song.’ 
‘Mark Twain’ and ‘Princess O’Rourke’ 
and completed outdoor filming be- 
fore official darkness fell. Universal 
did the same with ‘Sin Town’ and 
‘Shadow of a Doubt. After-dark 
sequences in ‘Flesh and Fancy’ cn 
the same lot will be filmed under a 
circus tent. RKO is using a 200x200- 
foot canvas to cover a lighthouse 
;}exterior for ‘Seven Miles form Al- 
|catraz. For the premiere of ‘The 
| Pied Piper’ Sept. 2, 20th-Fox will 
|erect a tent over the forecourt of 
Grauman’s Chinese theatre to per- 
|}mit flashlight photos of celebrities. 
Meanwhile, film stories are being re- 
vamped to shift exterior night scenes 
indoors wherever possible. 








In Portland 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 25. 

The West Coast got its dimout 
orders last week. Going into effect 
Thursday (20) all theatre marquees, 
spotlights, neon signs — anything 
casting a bright sign or an upward 
glare—were ordered out or heavily 
dimmed. 

Night spots are out for the dura- 
tion, and the dog races were fortu- 
nate in just concluding their sea- 
son prior to dimout order. Jantzen 
| Beach Park, big amusement spot at 
edge of Portland, will remain open 
with all lights dimmed to meet re- 
quirements. Park 
amusements as 
dark, anyway.’ 

No indoor 


advertised its 


Mv 


‘more fun in the 


amusement or show 


pots expect to lose trade. 


Frisco Unaffected 

San Francisco, Aug. 25. 
Dimout has not, generally, had 
jamy noticeable affect on show biz 
here, with theatres and niteries still 
under the 


_ 1 
j}doing boomtown business 


| dimout blanket. 

One reason is that San Franciscans 
have been getting conditioned to war 
j restrictions for a long time, and an- 
| other restriction, more or less, does 
not change their spending mood. 


Eastman Drops $3,000,000, 
Cuts Dividend to $1.25 
Decline of about $3,000,000 in net 
ncome during the first six months 
blamed for Eastman 
reducing its common Givi- 


+ 


ris year Is 


Kodak 


dend to $1.25 per share recently 
Corporation has been paying $1.50 
| pe) hare since the first of 1939 
New divvy is payable Oct. 1 to stock 


of record, Sept. 5. 
Eastman’s net profit for the firct 
six months totaled $7,462,336, but 
net profit was $10,460,425 in the 
first half of 1941. Despite $97,539.- 
'272 in sales for the 1942 period, an 
{increase of 33%, mainly due to 
higher volume of sales to the Gov- 
|ernment and in acetate rayon yarn 
and plastic molding compounds, the 
increase of about $11,000,000 in Fed- 
{eral income and excess profits taxes 
t> $20,853,766 cut deeply into net 
| profits. Actual operating profit, be- 
| fore these taxes, amounted to nearly 


eapiemteae more than 1941. 
TITLE CHANGES 

Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

‘Hotel Adlon’ is release handle on 


‘Yankee Intelligence’ at 20th-Fox. 
‘Homicide Squad’ at Monogram 
i became ‘Criminal Investigator.’ 
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Threat of 2 Strikes 


in Industry As 


SOEG; Set Designers Ask New Deals 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
Threat of two strikes hung over! 
film industry today. Screen Office 


Employes Guild has called a special 
membership meeting for tonight 
(Tuesday) at which time a deadline 
will be set for work stoppage in| 
event wage demands for exchange) 
collarites is still unsatisfied. Arbi-| 
tration of differences is indicated, 
however. 

At its meeting Monday (24) night, 
Screen Set Designers ordered its 
negotiating committee to take what- | 
ever action necessary to enforce 
contract demands for studio illustra- 
tors. ot 

Many exchanges are working 
nights and weekends to get records 
and billings in order should walk- 
out disorganize offices. 

Wage deal betwéen the major| 
companies and SOEG was cooking | 
Monday (24) night with probability 
both sides will agree to arbitration 
if an agreement is not reached by 6 
p.m. tonight. Pat Casey conferred 
several times with business repre- 
sentative Glenn Pratt and secretary 
Bernard Lusher of SOEG, also dis- 
cussing the situation with Herbert 
Sorrell, prexy of Conference of 
Studio unions. 


It is understood both company 
representatives and Guild officials 
made some concessions in an effort 
to reach an accord, but that two 
groups are still apart on wage mini- 
mums for the six classifications, par- 
ticularly classifications four and five. 
Nearly two-thirds of coast Exchange 
workers are listed in Classifications 
4, 5 and 6. 

There was a possibility nego- 
tiators could get togéther on the 
lower bracket, although the Guild 
is still insisting on $26.50 for that 
group, with company representatives 


offering $23.50. Main differences, 
hewever, are over Classifications 4 
and 5, where the original SOEG 


demands called for increases of more 
than $10 per week for some em- 
ployees. 

Casey is scheduled to confer with 
SOEG representatives again today 
in a final effort to reach an agree- 











jin the studio many 


mand for an agreement or arbi- 
tration by 6 p.m. today. 
Even though the majors agree to 


arbitrate, Casey and SOEG repre- 
sentatives are expected to continue 
their efforts to work out a contract 
acceptable to both sides in an effort 
to completely eliminate any pos- 
sibility of interference with produc- 


tion. 


Fearing walkout would be ordered 
lots had called 
in extra painters at double time 
in order to get sets completed. Boys 
drew double pay for Sabbath holiday 
and enjoyed a day off today. 





SOPEG in N. Y. 
The Screen Office & Professional 


Employees Guild continued active 
'on the National Labor Relations 
Board front in N. Y. City. 


Following failure of H. J. Yates, 
prexy of Consolidated Film Indus- 
tries, which controls Republic, to re- 
ply to the SOPEG letter requesting 
a bargaining confab for home office 
staffs of the two companies, SOPEG 
filed with the NLRB for an election 
at both Republic and Consolidated. 
Petition covers about 75 white-col- 
larites. 

Meanwhile the NLRB hearings 
into SOPEG’s request for an elec- 
tion at the UA home office is con- 
tinuing with the discussions aimed 
at determining which staffers are 
eligible to vote. The IA, inciden- 
tally, after filing an intervening 
petition dropped out when it was 
unable to produce any membership 
cards. 


Likewise the NLRB hearings into | 


the Paramount situation continue to- 
day with SOPEG claiming the home 
office, exchanges, newsreel and mu- 
sic publishing staffs. The IA is rep- 
resented via Local B51, which cov 
ers the film handlers 
and now wants to include the ex- 
change collarites; and MPOF, the IA 
federal union which recently won a 
strike at the Warner Bros. home 
office, which wants to represert tne 
Par home office, newsreel] and mu- 
sic pub white collar staffers. B51 
will probably get on the ballot, since 


in exchanges 














ment. If the two groups are un-| it has produced membership cards, 
able to get togetha, producers are | but MPOE, still with no cards, may 
certain to agree to the Guilds’ de-| not make the score sheet. 
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LOEW’S ) Starts Thurs., Aug. 27 

STAT limes | 4areer Garson, 
Sa Walter Pidgeon 

Lact times Wed., in M-G-M's bit 


“TAKZAN’S 
New York Adventure”’ 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Maureen O'Sullivan 


In Person 


‘MRS. MINIVER’ 


In Person 
Ed Sultivan and 


Smith & Dale, Billy 
House, Linda Ware. Harvest Moon Dance 
Mary Raye & Naldi Winners; Others 


SAG WARNS EXTRAS 


Producers Dissatisfied With the Type 
of Casual Player 
Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Extras have been warned by 
Screen Actors Guild that they are 
jeopardizing closed shop agreement 
by not attending strictly to the work 
they are hired for and wandering off 
sets while shooting is in progress. 
Such practices, they are told, might 
result in preducers making demands 
for non-Guild members. 

Studios are complaining that, even 
after assenting to raise the ante on 
calls from $5.50 to $10.50, they have 
not been getting a better class of 
atmospheric workers. SAG is mak- 
ing a close check on violators and 
will prefer charges in flagrant cases. 


CHI OPS UNION 
IN SHOWDOWN 
ON PERMITS 


Chicago, Aug. 25. 

Showdown in the problem of per- 
mit holders who will be admitted to 
membership in the Chicago Motion 
Picture Operators’ Union, Local 110, 
takes place this week. Executive 
committee of the M.P.O. will meet 
with Felix Snow, 6th International 
v.p., from Kansas City, and Frank 
Stickling, I.A. representative from 
Elgin, Ill., to devise manner in which 
members will be admitted. 

Meeting is a result of order given 
all locals at convention of Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees of U. S. and Canada, held 
at Columbus June to clean up 
the membership problem. The trou- 
ble in Chicago was that operators 
were not going to give any consid- 
eration to the stagehands. 
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St. Leo Organizing 
St. Louis, Aug. 25. 
A charter from Richard F. Walsh, 


International prez of IATSE, has 
been received by Louis D. Lovato, 
biz representative of Local B-L 


IATSE, who has been trying to or- 
ganize the front office help in local 
film exchanges. The new local will 
be known as F-1, IATSE, and officers 
and an execyjive committee will be 
elected at a meeting soon to be held. 
Lovato said that, with the exception 
of office workers in the 20th Cen- 
| tury-Fox, Iniversal and Loew’s ex- 





| St. Louis is the first city in the US 
ito organize a union for shipping 
| clerks, inspectors, etc., employed in 
film branch exchanges. That organi- 
ization is known B-1, IATSE. It 
| was originally pianned for the front 
office workers to join Local B-1, but 


as 


ithat plan was ditched to create the 
jnew local 
IA vs. CIO in Philly 
Philadelphia, Aug. 25. 


The International Alliance of The- 


atrical and Stage Employees 
(TATSE) last week set up an or- 
ganization to combat the inroads 
made by the CIO’s United Office & 


Professional Workers in organizing 
the personnel of film exchanges. 

| At a mass meeting in the Broad- 
wood hotel Friday (21) the IA 
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SAMUEL GOLDWYW PRESENTS | 


GARY COOPER 
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Irving Borlins 


formed a local to be known as ‘B-7’ 
to organize office workers not un- 


{|der the jurisdiction of the B-4 local 


(shippers, bookers, winders, etc.). 
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*‘BRILLIANT—A HIT’—Anderson, Journ.-Am. 


50c & $1. 50 Arg 


Sat. Nights Only 50c. te $2.50 Pius Tax 
Seria HMenie & Arther M. Wirtz present 
A NEW MUSICAL ICETKAVAGANZA 


STARS ON ICE 


CENTER THEATRE, Rockefeller Center 
CO. 5-5474 


America’s Only Ice Theatre 
Evgs.. incl. Sun. 6340 Mats. Wed..Sat. and Sun. 





No Monday Performance. ALWAYS COOL 











Speaker at the meeting was Lou 
Krouse, national secretatwy of IATSE. 

Officers chosen at the meeting 
were Esther Rudo, Columbia, presi- 
ident; Emma Culbertson, Metro 
vice-president; Mildred Rudo, Metro, 
secretary, and M. N. McBride, Metro, 
treasurer. 

Concentration of the CIO organi- 
zation on Film Row is at the Uni- 
versal exchange. A scattered num- 
ber of workers at the other ex- 
changes are also CIO members. 
Both unions are planning spirited 
campaigns, with the final problem 
of jurisdiction headed for the War 
Labor Board. 





| changes, many have joined the new 
| oreanization. \ 
| Several weeks ago stenographers, 
typists, bookkeepers, etc., in the Par- 
lamount and United Artists ex-| 
| changes voted for representation in 
|Local No, 17707, an AFL affiliate. 
Film row hears that members of 
|Local No. 17707 wili be transferred 
|to the new organization. 


| concede 








es 











Shutter 1 Bay : a Week? 





Continued 





showmen the importance of achiev- 
ing the greatest possible saving in 
raw materials consumed within the 
entertainment industry. 

Meantime, movement is already 
under way in some parts of the 
country for earlier theatre closings. 
Fred Wehrenberg, nabe circuit oper- 
ator in St. Louis, president of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America of Eastern Missouri and 
Southern Ilinois, is asking for sup- 
port of other exhibs in his territory 
for closing 11 p.m. instead of mid- 
night. 

Wehrenberg also points out in his 
letter to members of his association 
that youngsters would be off the 
streets by 10 p.m. if they attended 
the first showings in nabe houses 
which would end by 9:30 p.m. Wehr- 
enberg coupled his plea for earlier 
closings with a movement to inau- 
gurate single billing in his territory. 

Shortage of Materials 
Washington, Aug. 25. 

Growing difficulty keeping theatres 
going must be expected by exhibi- 
tors, with replacements of mechani- 
cal and electrical equipment stead- 
ily more scarce and the fuel shortage 
bound to be felt sharply. Unvar- 





WPB Tighiens !!p 


Washington, Aug. 25. 
Conservation of critical mate- 
rials was tightened Friday (21) 
* via a new War Production Board 
order forbidding civilian indus- 
try to obtain any more steel, 





many grades of lumber, nu- 
merous metals and chemicals. 
The film industry, especially 


production, is liable to be se- 
verely affected by the latest 
move to overcome _ shortages 


hampering production of muni- 
tions, weapons, vehicles, and 
other supplies needed by the 
armed forces. 

List of items termed ‘insuffi- 
cient for essential needs’ in- 
cludes aluminum, brass, bronze, 
copper, magnesium, molyb- 
denum, nickel, tin, etc. Only 
less critical are rarer metals. 
Supply of shellac, rubber, nylon, 
certain textiles, rayon, silk, 
certain oils, and more than a 
half-dozen kinds of lumber is 
in the ‘insufficient’ category. 








nished warning 
Production 


was given by War 
Board officials Thursday 
(20) at an educational session with 
the industry advisory committee of 
fiim and legitimate theatre operators. 

Though all Federal authorities 
the desirability 
theatres going in 
relief from war strain, 
lic morale, transmit information 
about the war effort, and plug vari- 
ous war activities, the industry ad- 
visory crowd was given an unmis- 
takable impression that film and 
legit houses cannot qualify as ‘essen- 


order to 
uphold pub- 


tial to the war effort.” The commit- 
tee was advised to do everything | 
possible to conserve materials so 


operators will not be calling for non- 
essential materials. 
Other Equipment 

A wide variety of problems trou- 
bling exhibitors was taken up, with 
WPB officials talking about the situ- 
ation regarding air conditioning, 
electrical equipment, fuel, 
fixtures, building mater etc. The 
necessity of cooperating in— not 
merely helping publicize—Federal 
salvage campaigns was stressed, with 
exhibs being warned to their 


lals, 


use 


of keeping | 
provide | 


plumbing | 





from page 5, 


ne 





ingenuity to either get along with- 
out or patch up what they have on 
hand. 

Philosophy governing the issuance 
of permits to purchase and use build. 
ing materials will apply in helping 
exhibs get replacement parts and 
repair supplies, the committee learn. 
ed. Exhibs in areas where Federa] 
authorities consider there are suffj- 
cient amusements are unlikely to get 
much help; those in places where 
population has mushroomed because 
ef war industries or military and 
naval activities will receive more 
sympathy and assistance. 

Wails that suppliers are reluctant 
to fill orders from theatreowners— 
preferring to save their stocks for 
customers with high priority ratings, 


which will enable them to turn in 
certificates and replenish inven. 
tories—were laid veiore the WPB. 


But it was made plain theatres can- 
not expect high priorities and the 
committee was urged to undertake 
selling of the PD-IX system which 
authorizes supply companies to 
maintain 60 or 90 days’ stocks and 
fill orders from proprietors of legit 
and film houses. A small committee 
to convince suppliers to come in on 
this plan is contemplated. 

Dunphy instructed the committee 
on the proper way to file PU-IA 
forms-.and hoped this arrangement 
will prevent small houses from be- 
ing forced to close for varying 
periods while waiting for repair and 
maintenance parts. 

Those attending the huddle were 
Carter Barron, Loew’s, Washington; 
Paul Biesman, American Theatre, St. 
Louis; Joseph Bernhard, Warners, 
New York; Newton Barakadon and 
G. S. Eyssell, R. C. Music Hall, New 
York; Thomas Gorman, RKO, New 
York; William S. Cockett and Ed 
Kuykendall, MPTOA; Simon Fabian, 
Fabian Theatres, New York; M. A. 
Rosenberg, Allied States Association; 
and Lewis Letito, Martin Beck Thea- 
tre, New York. 


PHOTOGS-IBEW 
IN SHOWDOWN 
HUDDLE 





Hollywood, Aug. 25 

The current trip east by Fred 
Jackman, prexy of the American 
Scciety of Cinematographers, for 
discussions with J. Brown, head of 
the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, is 
result in a showdown in the IATSE 
fight for union control of all studiv 
cameramen, 


expecied to 


Talks will center on an open char- 





ter under which ASC members 
jare affiliated with IBEW and to 
learn whether IB International can 


be depended upon for all-out sup- 
port of the directors of photography. 


| 
ach ee 


‘Hitler’ Pic 


| Judell’s 

| Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

| Lugging with him the — of 
‘Hitler, Dead or Alive,’ Ben il 
hopped off for New York to negoti- 


ate a releasing deal 

Story is based on a recent offer of 
$1,000,000 by American business man 
for the Fuehrer’s apprehensior 




















It’s the 











ZERO 
HOUR! 








MAKE THE AXIS 
REMEMBER SEPTEMBER! 
Is Your Theatre All Set for the Big Push? 
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7 Ushers’ Sashes pes-%e 090g 622.9 60 OS @GCh 


Pian TO THE UNSELFISH EFFORTS OF NATIONAL © (“Buy Bonds... Honor Your Heroes”) 


SCREEN SERVICE, WE ARE ABLE TO OFFER TO EX- 

HIBITORS TAKING PART IN OUR INDUSTRY’S GREAT 

BILLION-DOLLAR WAR BOND AND STAMP DRIVE, 

IN SEPTEMBER, THE FOLLOWING ACCESSORY SER- 
VICE AT PRICES BELOW COST: 

Manufacturers are providing materials below 

: Trailer on the “Salute to Our Heroes” drive, for, NOTE: = ap gr sarees, Seas 


® use starting September Ist. App. 55 ft. Price $1.10 


8 Government postal cards for bond buyers. Gratis 
° (Order only what you feel sure you need) 





9 “Showmen at War” Campaign Books (No. 1 and 
¢ No. 2). In which all above are illustrated. Gratis 





$ 


Trailer for use by theatres that have been quali- 
° fied as issuing agents for bonds, app. 35 ft.’ 75¢. 


One sheet Poster on drive, explaining postal 
* card offer to bond buyers............5¢ each 


° (Same design as 1-sheet) 








8”x 36” Marquee Valance Drape (‘Day and Night, 
¢ War Stamps and Bonds on sale here”) .-. . $3.75 


18’x 24” Burgee 2.55. c cree nce ceees 85¢ 
° (“Buy Bonds... Honor Your Heroes”) 


2 
3 
4 14”’x 22” window card ....5.++.++3-4¢ each 
.) 
6 


DP Are you set for the salute at 9.00 P.M.«September 1st? wo 
¢J¢ Are you ready for a whole month of bond selling efforts? \ 
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WAR ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE, MOTION PICTORE INDUSTRY 


ISOl BROADWAY ¢ NEW YORK, N.Y. - 
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Army Puts the Arm on H’wood Radio 


Influence at Santa Ana; Clips Its Wings 





Hollywood, Aug. 25 
There'll be fewer programs coming 


out of the air force training center 
at nearby Santa Ana, now that the | 
War Department has decreed that | 


‘too much air 
from one point.’ 
mors have been making the rounds 
following the dispatch here of Col. 


force radio is coming} 
All manner of ru- 


Arthur I. Ennis by the War Depart- | 


ment to look into the situation. Best | 
guess is that the heavy concentration 
of Hollywood radio talent will be 
broken up and many of the personnel 
moved to other bases. One report 
immediately spiked was that Capt. 
Eddie Dunstedter’s crack band would 
be severely diminished in number to 
form the nucleus of camp tootlers 
elsewhere. 

Lieut.-Col. James Higgs, one-time 
radio time buyer, had ambitious 
plans under way to publicize the 
Santa Ana base on the airlanes, but 
all that’s for the end book now. How- 
ever, nothing positive can be stated 
until the War Department acts on 
Col. Ennis’ recommendations. Suf- 
fice it to be said at this time that 
there will be fewer Santa Ana origi- 
nations on the air and more from 
other points. What happens to the 
personnel is the big conjecture. 

First-move in the program prun- 
ing process was to farm out Sst. 
Gene Autry’s broadcasts, although he 
is stationed at Santa Ana. Under- 
stood he'll do his shows away from 
the base until such time that the 
diminution treatment has been prop- 
erly applied. Army spokesmen are 
agreed that Autry is doing a fine re- 
cruiting job for the air force, and 
there is no disposition to discontinue 


‘Lights 





his series, despite the general apathy 
in military circles toward part-time 
soldiering. 


Morgan Going 
Abroad in Sept. 


On OWI Chore 


Brewster Morgan, CBS executive- 
producer, who has been given an 
indefinite leave by the network to 
become liaison man in England for 








' the Office of War Information and 


the War Department, will fly to 


London some time between Sept. 15 


and 19. When there, he’ll work out 
of the .U. S. Embassy and will re- 
port direct to General Eisenhower 


in London and Robert E. Sherwood, 
of the OWi, in Washington. 

Among Morgans assigriments in 
England will be handling Army and 
OWI matters with British Broadcast- 
ing Corp., arrangin; pickups of U. S. 
Army and shortwave broad 
casts to America, and consulting on 
propaganda broadcasts to Germany 
and the occupied countries. His ex- 
-periences of some years’ residence 
in Germany and France will be 
valuable in the latter duties. 

Morgan wound up his CBS pro- 
ducer assignments last week. Here- 
after, ‘Report to the Nation’ will be 
directed by Worthington Minor, 
former CBS television director who 
was recently switched to the regu- 
lar production staff. Series will be 
under the supervision of Paul White, 
the network’s news and_ special 
events head. Morgan’s other pro- 
gram, ‘The Commandos, will be 
produced by Robert Louis Shayon, 
who recently transferred to the CBS 
executive - producer ranks from 
WOR, N. Y. 

Between now and his departure, 
Morgan will rest and undergo dental 
treatment. His wife will remain in 
the U. S., at least for the present. 


MUELLER MACARONI ON 
BLUE AFTER NBC CANCEL 


Mueller Macaroni starts a ‘Morning 
Market Basket’ series three times 
a week on the Blue Network Sept. 
21. It will be the 10-10:15 a.m. 
period and a hookup of 26 stations. 
Tuane Jones is the agency. 

The agency had obtained a con- 

‘t on the business from NBC, 

it learned last week that the 
vas off. 


Navy 








+ 
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Cleveland, Aug. 25. 

This being the slow dog days 
in radio, John Patt, WGAR man- 
ager, has sent his announcers 
out into the cruel world to con- 
tact station clients in order to 
vet the ‘other side of the pic- 
ture,’ and consequently know the 
problems which sales people en- 
counter. 

Of course. if announcers find 
they want to leave the mike per- 
manently to go into sales, they 
will have the opportunity. 


Out’ Will 
Be Ist Horror 


Series on CBS. 

















Sterling Products has _ bought 
‘Lights Out’ to replace the current 
‘Board of Missing Heirs’ for Ironized 
Yeast. CBS has always banned 
horror stories, being much stricter 
than NBC in that regard, but the net- | 
work has relaxed its nix in the case | 
of the ‘Lights Out’ shudder opus. 
Continuity Department at CBS has 
looked at and okayed scripts for the 
proposed series show will start Oct. 6 
in the same Tuesday night spot now 
occupied by ‘Missing Heirs.’ It will 
be written and produced by Arch 
Oboler, who followed Wyllis Cooper 
author on NBC 
some years ago in Chicago. At that 
time the program was owned by 
NBC, but Oboler subsequently ac- 
quired the rights. It will be the 
first time Oboler has ever had a 
regular series on CBS. 

The other Ionized - Yeast series, 
‘Good Will Court’ on WJZ-Blue (and 
WMCA, New York) Sunday nights, 
will continue. 


HOLLES CBS NEWS ED, 
GORDON MOVES TO OW! 


Edward R. Holles is replacing 
Matthew Gordon as CBS news edi- 
tor. Holles was day cable editor for 
the United Press. 

Gordon has gone with the Office of 
War Information. 


‘Burton’ to Y&R 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
This season it’s Young & Rubicam’s 
turn to chaperon ‘The Second Mrs. 
Burton’ on the air. Account has al- 
ternated between Benton & Bowles 
and Y & R. 
Tees up Oct. 1 for Sanka. 





as of the series 

















Steve Mudge, Mutual salesman, 
moved to the Blue with the Coca- 
Cola business. No replacement, as 
yet, at MBS. 


‘Benny Tees Off New 
Season From New York 


Jack Benny will do his first Grape 
Nuts Flakes broadcast of the com- 
ing season, Oct. 5, out of New York. 

The following three shows will be 
| picked up from service camps tn the 


} east. 





A. &C. WILL GET 
HAWKS SPOT 


FOR CAMEL 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Abbott and Costello get the spot 
currently occupied by Bob Hawk on 
NBC Thursday nights some time in 
October. Camel is the sponsor in 
either case, and the time for the 
eastern broadcast is 7:30-8 p.m 

Dick Marvin, William Esty agen- 
cy’s radio director, arrived here 
yesterday (Monday) to lay out the 
A. & C. program with their manager, 
Eddie Sherman. 


TIME MAG STAFF DOING 
NEW PROGRAM ON WQXR 


Members of the Time mag staff 
will do a new series, ‘World Wide 
'New Review,’ at 9-9:15 p.m. across 
the board, on WQXR, New York, 
starting next month. The presenta- 
| tion will be in a modifiee Time mag 
style, with Frank Norris and Finis 











|Farr, co-scripters of the ‘March of 
| Time’ series on NBC, in editorial 
|charge. Norris is now sitting in on 


|the WQXR board of directors, Time 
|mag having acquired a financial in- 


' terest in the station. 
| Lisa Sergio, returning Monday 
| (31) from a month’s vacation, will 


|resume her old WQXR spot of 10- 
10:15 a.m. six days a week. She had 
j}also aired a comment series in the 
9-9:15 p.m. time following the resig- 


nation of Quincy Howe. 





‘Church Joins Committee 
On Inter-Amer. Affairs 


Ted Church, once of CBS and of 
| late an advisor to the British Broad- 
|casting Corp. on programs designed 
for American listeners, has joined 
the Rockefeller Committee for Co- 
ordination of Inter-American Af- 
| fairs. 
He will have charge 
special events 
Washington. 





of the com- 


mittee’s setup in 


Schaefer Expands 
‘Schaefer Revue’ has been ex- 
panded from twice to three times a 


week locally on WEAF, N. Y., by 
Schaefer beer. Variety series is 
now heard 7:30-7:45 p.m., Monday, 


| Wednesday and Friday nights. David 
| White directs it for the B. B. D. & 
O. agency. 

Guest list for the show includes 
Felix Knight, tonight (Wednesday): 
Ray Heatherton, Friday night (28); 
|'Ray Eberly, Monday (31): Dick 
| Byrer, Sept. 2, and Harrison Knox, 
| Sept. 4. Latter two were formerly 
Jin the chorus on the program. 














Set Up Own 


NBC's 6 New England Affiliates 


Regional Network 








NBC’s New England affiliates have 
set up their own regional unit. It’s 
to be known as the New England Re- 
gional Network, with WBZ, Boston; 
WTIC, Hartford; WJAR, Providence, 
and WCSH, Portland, as the basic 
stations, and WFEA, Manchester, 
N. H., and WDRO, Augusta, Me., as 
the supplementary outlets. 

The regional’s operations will be 
administered by Lee Wailes, of West- 
inghouse, operator of WBZ; J. J. 
Boyle, of WJAR; William H. Rines, 
of WCSH; Thompson Guernsey, of 
WLBZ, and Paul W. Morency, of 
WTIC. The regional’s main office 
will be in Hartford, and Weed & Co. 





will be its national rep. 





Paalag ear Be 


Karl Schullinger Into 
Air Force as 1st Lieut. 


Karl Schullinger, director of the 
radio department in the N. Y. office 
of the Lord & Thomas agency, en- 
ters the Army Air Force with a 
lieutenancy this Friday (28). 

Ed Cashman, who has been di- 
recting the Kay Kyser program 
(Lucky Strike) for the agency, 
will take over Schullinger’s spot. 








Akron — John Leslie Scott, for- 
merly relief announcer at WAKR, 
is now at WTTM., Trenton, N. J. 











| AFRA-CBS Renewal 





American Federation of Radio 
Artists has signed a renewal of its 
announcer and assistant director 
contract with WABC, New York. 
New pact expires Nov. 11, 1943, at 
the same time as the union’s com- 
mercial and sustaining deals with the 
networks. 

Terms are similar to those in the 
previous contract, except for a pro- 
vision for cash payments for over- 
time, instead of crediting the time 
on subsequent weeks. 


Peabody Awards 
For 42 Wont Have 


Banquet Setting 


The Peabody Awards for 1942 
won't be presented at a formal din- 
ner. They will be announced in 
March, 1943, or immediately after 
the advisory committee has made its 
selections, and the presentations will 
be made at the New Orleans conven- 
tion of the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters, providing it’s held. It’s been 
the custom to have the announce- 
ment surrounded by boiled bibs. 

The closing date for this year’s 








entries is Dec. 15 and the awards 
will be made in at least six cate- 
gories. They are: 


1. For program or series of pro- 
grams aired by regional station dur- 
ing 1942 which ranked as outstand- 
ing contribution to the welfare of the 


community the ectatinn cervec 


vase eoveruavar J ay ae 
2. The same circumstarices ap- 


plying to a local station. 


3. Outstanding reports of the 
news 
4. Outstanding entertainment in 
drama. 
.5. Outstanding entertainment in 
music. 
6. Outstanding educational pro- 


gram. 

Sportscasting still remains a step- 
child of broadcasting as far as the 
Peabody awards are concerned. 


‘GO GET IT’ DIRECTION 


Albert N. Williams is now direct- 


ing ‘Got Get It,’ audience-participa- 
tion novelty Wednesday nights on 
WOR, New York, for Krueger beer 


(Compton agency). He succeeds 
Robert Louis Shayon, who resigned 
from the WOR staff to become an 
executive-producer at CBS. 

Williams, a freelancer, was form- 
erly radio director of the Council 
for Democracy and was previously 
a member of the NBC production 
staff. He is also a writer. 





James Murzay to Head 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 25 

James Murray, chief of sales pro- 
motion and also an occasional sports- 
caster at WCAE, moving from 
Hearst station to KDKA next week 
as publicity head. He replaces John 
M. Cooper, who is going to N. Y. to 
join NBC’s special events depart- 
ment, 

Before moving into sales promo- 
tion berth, Murray was director of 
press relations at WCAE, entering 
radio work from a_e sportswriter’s 
berth on Pitt Post-Gazette. He takes 
up his new duties Sept. 1. So far 
his successor at WCAE has not been 
named. 


New C&S Canary 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 


is 











GOES TO AL WILLIAMS 


KDKA, Pitt, Press Depi.' 





U. of Minn. Grid Sked Not Yet Sold: 
Typical of Oil Cos. War Position 


Ww 


Minneapolis, Aug. 25. 

It’s only a month before the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota football sea- 
son’s start, but not One of the five 
Twin City radio stations broadcast- 
ing the games has sold its football 
show yet. This is an unprecedented 
situation in one of the nation’s 
hottest gridiron centers, where the 
football shows always have been the 
easiest to sell and in such great de- 
mand that they’ve been grabbed up 
many months in advance. 

Reason for the present delay in 
closing deals is not because the war 
has lessened interest in Minnesota 
football, although the absence of 
many Gopher rooters now in the 
armed forces may be a factor. The 
main trouble, it’s pointed out, is that 
the oil companies, which have been 
the principal customers for the 
shows, now are out of the market. 
The shows are long and expensive. 

Regardless of whether or not they 
sell any of the football shows, the 
stations that have been putting the 
Minnesota games on the air will 
continue to do s0, as sustainers if 
necessary, heads of WCCO, KSTP, 
WTCN, WLOL and WLB say. 

Football broadcasting setup here 
is unique. The U. of Minnesota does 
not seli the privilege or charge any- 
thing, but permits all stations to 
broadcast from the stadium. How- 
ever, no commercials are permitted 
during the contests or between the 
halves. The companies sponsoring 
the broadcasts get their plugs dur- 
ing shows that immediately precede 
and followed the detailed running ac- 
counts of the games. WLB, the U. 
of Minnesota station, which also 
broadcasts all contests, is non-com- 
mercial. KSTP feeds the games to 
a chain of northwest stations. 


Standard Will 
Get ‘ONeills’ If 
Time Is Right 


Ted Bates agency is considering 
the purchase of ‘The O’Neills’ serial 
for one of the Royal dessert products 
of Standard Brands. Deal is highly 
tentative, however, because of the 
unavailability of what Tom Revere, 
Bates radio director, considers de- 
sirable network spot. 

‘O'Neills’ is owned by Ed Wolf As- 
sociates. It was last sponsored by 
Procter Gamble. 








& 


Armstrong Saved Coin, 
So Upping ‘Theatre’ 
Budget; Guest Names 


‘Theatre of Today,’ Saturday 
noon dramatic series on CBS for 
Armstrong Cork, is substantially in- 
creasing its production budget start- 


ing next week and continuing in- 
definitely. Change will involve 


booking of top guest names, instead 
of semi-names, as previously. Rea- 


|son is that the fall is the big selling 


season for linoleum, pius the fact 
that the account has saved a sub- 
stantial amount by operating on & 
curtailed production budget over 


the summer. 

First of the names to be booked is 
Ralph Bellamy, for the Sept. 5 
show. Helen Hayes guests the fol- 
lowing week, Sept. 12, and 
Madeleine Carroll the week after 
that, Sept. 19. Kenneth Webb di- 
rects the show for B. B. D. & O. 


LATHAM JOINS MBS AS 
ASST. SALES MANAGER 


Jack Latham, former vice-pres! 
dent of the American (FM) network 
and president of the American Cigar 
& Cigaret Co., has been appointed as- 








New warbler on the Chase & San- | sistant sales manager of Mutual. 
born program will be Dale Evans,! Edward W. Weod, IJr., is sales man- 
who did radio and nitery work in| ager. 
the east. Appointment was announced last 

Edgar Bergen, star of the java! week at a Mutual executive meeting. 
show, reports for his physical upon in which plans were outlined for e» 
returning from the Aleutians, where | pansion of the network's sales de 
he is entertaining servicemen. | partment and its N. Y. quarters 


a 
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‘LABOR’S SWEET RADIO PITCH 


| Monday Now 2d Best Listening Night, 
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Vick Again ‘Going Overboard On rATTIE II UNIONS 

















ment among broadcasters now knock 
on wood as they submit their avail- 
abilities to Vick. 

The letter this time was dated 
Aug. 18 and it was signatured by 
Richard Nicholls, radio director of 
the Morse International agency. It 
read as follows: 

‘This year the Vick Chemical 
Company is ‘going overboard’ in 
spot, and this year more than ever 
we should call on you for avail- 
abilities. But transportation diffi- 
culties, plus the fact that Vick be- 
gins is schedule on Sept. 14, com- 
pels me to use Uncle Sam’s mail 
instead of trains. 

‘As a result we shall appreciate 
it very much indeed if you will ad- 
vise soon as possible what 
one-minute spots, 5, 10 and 15-min- 
ute packages—daytime or evening— 
you have available. Remember, we 
aim at the woman’s market. 

‘We are looking forward to see- 
ing you when you are in New York. 
Don’t forget to call us up. In the 
meantime we are waiting to hear 
from you on availabilities.’ 

Nicholls appended a_ postscript 
which read: ‘We are sending this 
note air mail, special delivery, be- 
cause we are what you would call 
‘anxious buyers.’ So come through 
with some good stuff—quick.’ 


SHINOLA BACK 
ON NBC SEPT. 18 


us as 





Shinola has apparently solved its 
shoe polish packaging problems, so 
will probably return its ‘Lincoln 
Highway’ half-hour dramatic series 
to the same Saturday morning spot 
on WEAF-NBC, starting. Sept. 18. 
Account will probably use a slightly 
smaller station lineup, but will con- 
tinue the same policy of guest name 
actors. 

‘Highway’ is freelance-scripted. 
Director for the resumed _ sgeries 
hasn’t yet been selected 
& Bowles agency. 


BARRETT TO COAST 
FOR LYONS ON RADIO 


Richard Barrett, currently in the 
A. & S. Lyons office in New York, 
heads for the Coast in a few weeks 
to handle radio affairs in the Los 
Angeles office. 

Barrett was formerly a partner in 
the Sherman K. Ellis advertising 
agency and will plug the gap in 
Lyons’ coast organization by the 
shift of Nat Wolff to the Office of 
War Information, 


NBC Gets ‘Malone’ Repeat 


General Foods has dropped its re- 
Peat of “Young Dr, Malone’ on CBS 
and will air the serial’s repeat on 
WEAF-NBC starting Monday (31). 
Regular broadcast is heard 2-2:15| 
D.m. on CBS. 

Benton & Bowles is the agency. 


by 

















Benton | 

















talent to showcase messages to best 
advantage. 

The Building Service Employees 
Union, Local 6, is using two stations 
at present, svonsoring Howard Costi- 
gan, KOL news editor, in a five times 
weekly stint titled ‘The State of 
Washington and the War’ on KOL, 
Mutual outlet. Recent programs 
have plugged the union’s drive to 
collect scrap metal from buildings, 
hotels and apartments, with very 
good results. Chief aim of the spon- 
sorship of the programs is to do a 
public relations jobs, with Costigan 
given a free hand in his choice of 
interviewees and in writing the 15- 
minute programs. This policy is cre- 
ating a labor-management tieup to a 
certain extent, as the Apartment 
House Operators’ Assn. 
managers are cooperating with the 
union in the drive. 

The Building Service organization 
also sponsors a twice-weekly 15 min- 
utes on KRSC, used to tell the public 
and unionists of the reasons the 
building workers need a raise. Pro- 
grams are also used to plug oppor- 
tunities in this field, which has been 

The show which Dick Mack, of the | 2@rd hit by great number of workers 
McKee & Albright agency is offering, | leaving for higher paying war indus- 


includes Groucho Marx, Donald | ‘es . eT i 
Dickson. Louella Parsons, Joan Ben- The Aeronautical Mechanics’ union, 


nett, Virginia O’Brien, a mixed which includes most of the thousands 
chorus and Robert Armbruster, con- | ° workers at the Boeing Airplane 
ductor. The title for this one is| Plants, is also using KRSC, sponsor- 
Cc : ag ‘ 
‘Hollywood Party.’ Andrews is to (Continued on page 38) 


audition two shows. 
Biow is offering a program headed RIGGS MAY GET 


by Pat O’Brien; Hackett’s chief can- 


Line Forms For 
Pabst Account: 
All In on Pitch 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Agency executives from New York 
continue to pour in to set up an 
auditions program for Pabst Beer. 
Latest arrivals are Paul and Jack 
Warwick, of the Warwick & Legler 
agency, S. J. Andrews, of The Len- 
nen & Mitchell agency. Other ad 
agencies that had put in their pitch 
previously are- Lord & Thomas, 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, Milton Biow and 
McKee & Albright. Also in line are 
such talent agents as Bernard Schu- 
bert and Hal Hackett, of the Music 
Corp. of America, 


ans tarzitas 
ana building 








didate is Jack Carson, while Schu- 
bert also presented Miss Parsons, 
Coast radio men consider this the 
most feverish pitch in years. It 
started when Pabst announced that 
it was in the market for a Hollywood 
glamour show. 


‘ABOVE ALL’ LAUNCHES | 3:" 
LUX ON 9TH SEASON’ 








show, currently 
samantha for Burns and Al- 
len for Lever Bros. (Swan soap) 
Tuesday nights on CBS, will prob- 
|} ably be continued by another spon- 


mmy Riggs 








|sor in the fall. Young & Rubicam 
Hollywood, Aug. 25. ead has such a deal pending for 
| . 
J. Waiter Thompson puts Lux Program drew an unusually favor- 
| Radio Theatre back on CBS Sept. 14} apie response for a summer re-| 
for the ninth successive year. In-| pjacement. 
augural dramatics will be George oe em 
Wells’ adaptation of the film, ‘This 
Above All,’ with Tyrone Power as CAMPANA COMEBACK 
cast topper. 
Same production crew as in pre- é IGHT R’ PENDS | 
vious seasons will handle the soap WITH N E 
show. Sanford Barnett resumes as | ae 
director; C. B. DeMille, producer- | : 
emcee: Wells. scripter; Lou Silvers. Papectange is looking around for a | 
music director, and Harry Kerr,| 2@4-20ur network spot ry which to 
writer of the DeMille speeches and | | deposit its ‘First Nighter’ series for 
interviews. j the coming fall-winter series, 
The negotiating so far has been 
solely with NBC and the Blue Net- 


work. 


FROM ACTOR TO DIRECTOR 


Jacobson Switching from Greasepaint 
to NBC Production in Chi 








Including Upton Close 


Chicago, Aug. 235. 
Upton Close has been signed by 
the W. A. Schaeffer Pen Co. for a 52- 
week newscast, ‘World News Parade,’ 
featuring this and other foreign news 











Chicago, Aug. 25. 

Art Jacobson, leading man on the| 
‘Lone Journal’ serial on NBC for 
Procter & Gamble, has resigned to 
join the production staff of the local | 











II ° 
Spots—And Broadcasters Hope According to C.A.B,, Due to FDR.: 
: of Baki eZ bles 
es of 40, ‘41 Won't Repeat i Last Yr. Tues. Ran Next to Sun. 
, Strong Public Relations Job 
< 1 . . by Building Service, Aero- a r 
; geod green on pte _ Bouncing the Quiz nautical and Teamstef Strong Exception Co-operative Analysis of Broads 
the s tons——S i é iste 
: oe with ite eustomery routine. * ‘ Union tress Labor’s . casting has found that the top listene 
. that letter about ‘going e producer of a quiz show " The Hixon-O’Donnell agency, ing night of the week. next to Sun- 
; There was that letter was assembling his participants Aims and Low Rates of} which is doing the football book- 5 / 
t overboard in spot’ this season and} just before broadcast time last P ing for Sinclair Oil, has dis Gay, during the 1941-42 season was 
. pA : . ev . . a = ’ as ™ , FAS > bs Y 
ee silabilities "See eens week when one of the group d closed that it is not interested Monday. A resume of the C.A.B.’s 
, = 0 Pr od with the oouuath cracked, ‘How about throwing in buying the broadcast rights |Teport for the listener checking 
rn ge sl recalling sr me a fish? Allright, hep guy, PRO TALENT, SCRIPTERS to games in any Atlantic sea- (700,000 completed interviews) done 
u rejoined the producer,’ and what board area where rationing ap- | petw May 1. 1941. ; ; 
happened to similar spot rush-or- might that mean?’ plies ween May 1, 1941, and April 30, 
9 . nage <4 as shows that the average listen- 
— wet am nc Just Rae me — — to Seattle, Aug. 25 So far the tieups for Sinclair tag Mango A the aaa "s poe 
nis a t t t 0 t ; ; ; e e, . > pve * i siVNGGAY WAS Se. or n 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ and last year Ag oA yp ra: suniaides Unions in this booming town are| Te Strictly collegiate. balance of the week it ran: Sun- 
it was ‘The Nichols Family.’ Can- the participant ' using the radio to do a job of public day, 38.6%; Tuesday, 33.89%: Wed- 
cellations followed reservations, and . relations. Brimming treasuries allow nesday, 31.9%; Thursday, 34.2%; 
vice versa. The superstitious ele- hiring’ of professional scripters and Friday, 29.7%, and Saturday, 27.3%. 


During the previous season Tues- 
day ranked as the highest weekday 
night and several years prior to that 
it had been Thursday. The C.A.B. 
thinks that Monday night rose to its 
present listening eminence because 
President Roosevelt appeared on a 
couple broadcasts, ‘The Bill of 
Rights’ program and his ‘Report of 
Progress to the Nation,’ on Monday 
nights. 


LOUIS DEAN TO 


FCC Okays New 
Station in Alaska 
To Reach Troops 








Seattle, Aug. 25. 
The FCC has issued a license to 
Edwin Kraft, of Seattle, to operate 
a broadcasting station in Ketchin, 
Alaska, using 920 ke on one killowat 


power unlimited time, Call letters 
will be KTKN. 
The license was granted upon 


direct request of the Office of War 
Information to provide news and 
programs to troops and the civilian 


p pulation of the territory. Louis Dean joins the Maxon 

C. B. Arnold, former manager of | agency Sept. 1 as radio director. He 
KINY, Juneau, will*be in charge and | y-j}], however, retain an advisory 
is leaving from here this week with |connection with the Rockefeller 
a complete staff of engineers, pro- |Committee for the Coordination of 
gram men and announcers. Opening 


Inter-American Affairs in the special 
events department. Dean has been 
with the committee for almost a 
year, coming from the Arthur 
Kudner agency. His original assign- 
r..ent with the committee placed him 
in charge of U. S. network contacts, 


date is set tentatively for Sept. 15. 


Kraft also owns KINY. 


LAWYER SUES BRUNTON 








BROTHERS FOR $124 660) which involved the production of 
3 such programs as the Bob Ripley- 
sensei Good Neighbor series and ‘Ad- 
San Francisco, Aug. 25. ventures of the Sea Hound.’, This 
$f a ohase of the committee’s ati 
Suit for $124,660 against Ralph, |P°45* ‘ © committee's operations 
; : ends with present commitments. 
Sherwood & Mott Brunton was filed ; "gh a re .! 

Maxon’s active radio accounts are 
here last week by Elmor W. Pratt, |p... +: preg na Ste 
Washingt att ie iat ae | Ford, Gillette Razor and General 
bes re ne - ~ a “ Br s¢ ta. | Electric. Dean was with GE’s WGY, 
ces 10 > Se eer hae wee ba reppin from 1926 929 
tions, KQW and KJBS. from Jan. 4, | ini eee job an ad a 

; se l agency job was with amp. 
1934, to Dec. 31, 1941. be 11. ‘Ewald, 
Pratt, who represented the Brun- 5 eee es 
tons before the FCC, says in his 
complaint that only $11,340 of the AD ACENT SU S 0 
$136,000 bill of his legal firm for the E , R 106 
eight-year period has been paid, 
leaving the $124,660 still owing. PIRACY OF RADIO DEAL 
Brunton Bros. offered to compro- 
mise the claim before the suit was 





A suit claiming $10,000 in damages 
Loew Booking Agency 


filed, but the offer was not accepted. | 
ifrom Marcu 








NBC office. It’s his first regular | | commentators over the full 125-sta- 
directing attempt. | tion NBC network. 

He’ll continue in the part until} Programs will be heard Sundays | 
Fred Weihe, new director of the! from 3:15 to 3:30 p.m., Eastern war | 
| Show, finds a substitute. Blackett-| time, starting Sept. 20. Russel M. 
gg, age is the agency and} Seeds Agency, Chicago, set the deal, | 
the John Gibbs office the producer.| No decision has been reached as to | 
|Program is written by Peter Michael.’ place where broadcast will emanate. ' 











{Samuel Faust, radio time salesman 
Trantman New Radio | for iia and Central Advertising 
peg gg: , Inc., was disclosed last week 
B i] A upreme court Action as 
Dir. of Bothwe SCY. instituted by Edward R. Black, ‘- 
ent, who ¢ on- 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 25 piracy by the defendar ating 
H ol (Bud) Trautma forme! 4 radaio prt m deal r his 
pre nt and continuity writer for | Cllent, sal ni, Ine ( WHN 
wWsW, has been appointed radio | through Cer 1 Service 
irect of W. Earl Botwell Adver- Included in the damages ire 
ti ing re yency here. Trautman, for |Commissions of 15 of advert g 
past several months, was copy ter ;revenue aerived thi e Bi 2 
| and publicity chief fo » Bothwell |cini WHN program since its com- 
outfit. j}mencement in 1940. 
He succeeds Virginia (Mrs. Earl) | Seal he atc 
Bothwell, who will devote her full | 
time to consumer research, Also ad- | Coleson Heads War Dept. 
vanced by the Bothwell outfit was 
Jean Albright, who is now assistant C t P bli R | ti 
art director in place of George Pla- das u I¢ € a 10ns 
tacz, who enlisted recently in the 
Marines, the fourth Bothwell exec to Washington, Aug. 25. 
go into the service. Robert C. Coleson, formerly ad- 
ministrative officer here and pre- 
R lei h U B d viously N. Y. director, takes charge 
a elg ps u get of the new West Coast office of the 
radio branch of the War Depart- 
 ¢ ‘nhonse. Aug. 25. | ment Bureau of Public Relations. He 
Raleigh cigarets is intensifying its | was radio director of San Francisco's 
radio campaign, having added seven | Golden Gate Exposition. 
new NBC stations to its program Glenn Wheaton, writer and co- 
network. prod has been advanced to post 
This account now has a fuli net-j| of d ‘Command Performe 
work of 127. station ncluding ! ance,’ the \ ‘ I i , which 
Hawaii are short v abroad. 
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World's Continuous 





Theme of New WJZ-Blue Program 


2 
» 


Fight for Freedom 


‘ 





‘Schoolroom for Democracy,’ half- 
hour patriotic music and quiz series, 
starts Saturday night (29) on the 
WJZ-Blue. It will have original 
songs by various composers, with 
Vincent Price, currently in ‘Angel 
Street,’ at the Golden, N. Y., in the 
singing-quizmaster role of the 
‘schoolteacher.’ There will also be 
a children’s chorus. Leonardo Ber- 
covici will write and produce the 
program. 


One of the songs introduced on 
the initial broadcast will be Harold 
J. Rome’s ‘The World Is a Very 
Small Place,’ which combats the 
isolationist theory. Other songs on 
the first and subsequent programs 
will be by George Davis, Baldwin 
Bergerson and others. Two-piano 
accompaniment will be by Davis and | 
Bert Shefter. Davis also plays the | 
piano accompaniment and composes 
special songs on Bercovici’s daytime 
serial, ‘Help Mate,’ WEAF-NBC, for 
Old Dutch Cleanser. 


Idea for ‘Schoolroom for Democ- 
racy’ originated with Davis’ ‘Songs 
for a New World’ on the ‘Help Mate’ 
series. It is aimed to show that the 
present war is not an isolated in- 
cident in history, but is part of a 
continuous fight for freedom going 
back to earliest times. The show 
is intended to appeal to both adult 
and juvenile listeners. 


After the initial broadcast Satur- 
day night, the program will skip a 
week, after which it will be aired 
several times in the Saturday spot 
and then probably move to another 
time on the schedule. 


No Director Yet Set 
For Kate Smith Show; 
Jello Gets Plug This Yr. 


Young & Rubicam hasn’t yet as- 
signed a director to the Kate Smith 
program, which returns Sept. 18 to 
its regular 8-8:55 spot Friday rights 
on CBS for General Foods. George 
McGarrett, who directed the show 
at the close of last season, may con- 
tinue on it, but depletion of the 
agency’s production staff by the de- 
parture of several men into the 
armed forces may require shifts in 
asignments. Harry Ackerman is 
production supervisor on the stanza. 

Product for the show this season 
will be Jello, instead of Grape Nuts 
and Grape Nuts Flakes, as previ- 
ously. Cast will be the same as be- 
fore, with Miss Smith, Ted. Collins, 
Olyn Landick, the Smoothies and 
Jack Miller as conductor. Guest on 
the season’s first broadcast will be 











Rheingold’s WJZ Games 








* Popular Obit? 





Minneapolis, Aug. 25. 
KSTP that it came cut 
100% on an unscheduled coin- 
cidental survey of its 5:45 p.m. 
daily ‘Highlights in Headlines’ 
news program. In reporting the 
death of Edward Goff, Hennepin 
county attorney, the newswriter 
inadvertently mentioned only 
the name of the leading candi- 


renoarte 
alps we 











SELDES PUTTING ONUS 
IN MOUTHS OF NAZIS 


Gilbert Seldes, CBS director of 
television, has written a novel prop- 
aganda program to be aired by the 
network Friday night (28) as fhe 
fourth in a series of educational 
Idea is to show the 








SALUTE HEROES | 
AT HOME IDEA 


A group of N. Y. 
by Peter Martin, editor of Univer- 





writers, headed 


= ‘preview’ shows. ; ; t 
Rheingold Beer will sponsor the date for the job. seencatiia Winey ta; th: Chak dieiinaine sal’s eastern story department, has 
Fordham University football games Brooks Henderson, the news- — : : P soph: an Office of War Information okay , 
over WJZ, N. Y., this fall. caster, hardly had the words out by analyzing U. S. shortwave broad- his ahinet nneis ay t 
Paul Douglas is being mentioned of his mouth when every one of casts from the German point of view. the H Front.’ with ‘ eS On " 
as the play-by-play caller. the five other candidates, scat- Script is to be localed in a short- . ee Sea with Mutual set to ‘ 
tered through the county of 600,- wove Metening sect 40 the sremedenda provide a weekly quarter-hour start- 
000 population, called in to pro- rie : an _— 1, 
Earlier Dinah Shore test the exclusion of their names. | ™inistry in Berlin. Two principal As title implies, the program wi ‘ 
; ' eee characters will be young Nazi offi- i Sram will : 
Dinah Shore will, effective Sept. M ‘] cials who are intelligent in their be a documentary dramatization of 
25, do her quarter-hour Friday night ore Milk way, but have been infected with civilian defense activities. Scripters, : 
broadcast for Bristol-Myers on the San Francisco, Aug. 25. |the Goebbels theories. They will|who work as a unit, with everyone 
Blue Network <} 8:15 p.m. Marin Dairy Men's Assn. has | listen to a shortwave broadcast from |taking turns on research and ote: 
The account agreed to move for-| signed for 52 more weeks of ‘Budda’s | America and then discuss methods’. : aattrneedhressca ( 
ward from 9:30 p.m. at the network’s |} Amateur Hour.’ of combating it. However, their ing, are Ben Bengal, Peter Martin, 
suggestion. Miss Shore’s present Has been sponsored on KFRC by | reasoning will demonstrate the basic | Att Miller, Paul Peters, Myra Page, 
time will become part of the new) the dairymen for eight consecutive | illogic of the Nazi credo. Clinton|Norman Rosten, Barry Stavis and : 
Coca-Cola series. years. Johnston will direct the show. Brett Warren. —- 











Ray Milland. 
Series will continue to originate 
from the CBS Playhouse No. 2, in 


West 45th street, N. Y. 








B.B.D.&0. NOW SOLO 


ON ‘HORIZON’ FOR LEVER’ 


B. B. D. & O. agency, which for- 
merly shared the ‘Bright Horizon’ 
serial with Young & Rubicam, now 
has the show outright. Instead of 
the commercial copy being divided 
vel * Dust, | 
as before 
for the latter product, with a hitch- 
hike announcement for Fairy soap 
Program is sponsored by Lever 
Bros. and is spotted at 11:30 a.m. on 
CBS 

Charles Underhill is now B. B. D 


& O. supervisor on the series, with 
W. 4. Tibbals directing and Robert 
Presnell assisting. Latter two re- 


cently joined the B. B. D. & O. pro- 
duction staff. Tibbals was formerly 
with the Biow agency and Presnell 
was at Young & Rubicam. 
‘Horizon’ was originally based on 
the character of Michael West, 
which was taken from the ‘Big 


Sister’ serial, also a Lever Bros. 
show. Rights for the character were 


bought by Y. & R. from Ruthrauff 
& Ryan, which has ‘Sister. Ted 
Maxwell writes ‘Horizon.’ 





Donahue H’wood Agent 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 

Joe Donahue checks in Sept. 1 to 
handle the Myron Selznick client list 
for radio. Last time here he was 
Coast radio head of William Esty 
agency. 

Bruce Powell looks after Selznick 
clients for radio in New York. 


the plugs are now entirely 





| 
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by making better programs availiable to more people...by extend- 





casting is increasing list 


ALL THOSE IN 


... Of “going full network” at the very outset of 
the new CBS discount plan 


And up went ten of the smartest and oldest hands in advertising 


strong Cork... Luckies...Wrigley.. . Philip Morris... Eversharp 
.. Coca-Cola... Camels. 

With 14 different programs... 20 different time periods ‘ 
more than 9 hours of broadcasting on every statian of the cas 
network, these astute advertisers signal a new trend in radio. 


a trend that seems inevitable —“total coverage” of the vast cas 


nationwide audience through the use of every CBS station. : 


The new CBS 15% net discount to advertisers using the full 
network has added from 7 to 47 extra stations on each of 


programs at a fraction of the rate card costs. 


More important still—to advertisers, to us, and to listeners — 
ing equality of listening opportunity to all... full network breac 


increasing the notionwide value of radio as America a 


medium of information and entertainment. 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


ening, increasing audiences, and thereby 





... Lever Brothers ... General Motors . . . Chesterfields . . . Arm: 

































3 MORE HANDS GO UP! 


—and Lever Brothers adds 

three new programs as 

this advertisement goes fo 

press. The new hands: 
General Foods Corp., 
Curtiss Candy Co. and 
The Texas Company 
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NIX HOPE'S 
ALASKA AIRING 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 





Bob Hope’s proposal to entertain 
the soldiers in the Aleutians on the| 
new season takeoff Sept. 22 has been | 


Lord & | 


| 


temporarily nixed by 
Thomas. Uncertainty of facilities | 
and transmission influenced the de- | 
cision. Hope wants to do a couple 
of broadcasts from army camps there 
and then drop down to Seattle and | 
work his way back here by easy 
stages via camps en route, 

Regardless, he'll take his full 
troupe to Alaska for a couple of 
camp shows before the Pepsodent 
series starts. All his airers this sea- 
son will emanate from military 
estabs. . 





Bob Welch, Who’s Also 
Seeking Army Post, Gets 


Benny Show Direction 


Bob Welch, of the Young & Robi- | 
cam production staff, has been as-| 


signed to direct the Jack Benny pro- 
gram when it returns to the air for 
General Foods. He _ directed 
Eddie Cantor show for Bristol-Myers 
last season. Murry Bolen, 


the | 


who | 


directed the Benny series last sea- | 


son, switched to Ruthrauff & Ryan to 
handle the Edna May Oliver pro- 
gram for Lever Bros. 


How long Welch will be able to| 


continue the Benny show is uncer- 
tain, as he may enter the Special 
Service of the Army with an officer’s 
commission. He’s currently under- 
going dental treatment in N. Y. in an 
effort to meet the Army’s physical 
requirements. He intends going to 
the Coast next week to huddle with 
Benny and his writers, Bill Morrow 
and Ed Beloin, on plans for the pro- 
gram. 





Johnny Busyboy 


Hollywood, Aug.. 25. 

Busiest agency exec in town 
is John Guedel. Recently named 
Coast radio director by Russel 
Seeds agency in charge of three 
Brown & Williamson shows, he 
also continues in his capacity 
as v. p. of Dan B. Miner agency 
in charge of radio. 

As if that weren’t enough to 
keep him occupied, he’s packag- 
ing his own show, ‘Band Wife,’ 
being auditioned this week at 
KNX. It’s a serial with music. 








Woodbury to Spot Test 
New Shaver in 4 Markets 


Woodbury wilt soon start a spot 
test for its new liquid shaving cream 
in four markets. The present in- 
tention is to use announcements in 
two markets and local programs in 
the other pair. 

Lenner & Mitchell is the agency. 


Jn Radio By Accident, Now Radio 


| 
| 
| 








Heips Him to 


COSTE MOVES FROM 
AGENCY TO COCA-CO 


Felix Coste, vice-president and ra- 
dio director of the D’Arcy agency, 
has resigned to join the advertising 
department of Coca-Cola, the agen- 
cy’s principal account. Alfred N. 
Steele, formerly Coste’s assistant, 
succeeds him as vice-president and 
radio head. 


No immediate change is contem- 
plated in the Coca-Cola radio ac- 
tivities. Besides its current Andre 
Kostelanetz program Sunday after- 
noons on CBS, the account starts a 
six nights a week dance band series 
Sept. 21 on the Blue network. 




















+ 
| 
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Senate Nomination 


Omaha, Aug 
Nomination to the United States 
| Senate on the Democratic ticket of 
| Foster May, newscaster and special 
| events chief of station WOW, brings 
out the story of his accidental break 
into radio. May defeated Harry Cof- 
fee, incumbent congressman from 
Chadron, Neb., by a_ three-to-two 
vote and now must face Kenneth 
Wherry, Republican nominee, in 
what is likely to be an unusually 
hard fight. 

May was working at a fair in Lin- 
coln during the depression of 1933 
when someone asked him if he would 
like to try his luck at broadcasting. 
His voice registered at once and he 
was given a job. He built up a big 
following and made capital of his 
radio personality to run twice for 
Congress and now for the Senate. 
He lost on his congressional tries. 

May is the second radio man in 
Nebraska to cash in on a radio per- 
sonality. The other is Representa- 
tive Karl Stefan, of Norfolk. May’s 
campaign is built almost entirely 
upon promises to go all out in sup- 
port of F.D.R. to win the war. State 
labor men are favorable to him, too, 
which helps. In an off year and 
with a light vote cast, he polled 
close to 40,000 ballots. 


WAR FIRMS GIVE 
RADIO NEW 
REVENUE 


Cleveland, Aug. 25. 
of revenue to offset 
advertising losses caused by the war 
program have been realized by 
Cleveland stations WHK and WGAR, 
which have sold time to huge indus- 
trial concerns willing tc broadcast 
their receiving Navy E Awards, 
Treasury Department Payroll Pen- 
nants and the Army and Navy 
Burgee for production excellence 
Typical of the, splurge which 
plants are willing to undertake was 
illustrated recently when the White 
Motor Co. shifted from a half-hour 
local program over WHK to a 128- 
station outlet over the Blue NBC 
publicize a Governn 
Instead of a lox il 
speaker, the pro 
to include a bevy 
including Fulton L 
m.c., and Undersecret 
|Robert P. Patterson 


| 
| 


25. 








New avenues 





ent 


100kup to 
| Kudo, announcer 


ram 


names, 


speaker 


WCAU, PHILLY, BUYS 
ITS OWN RADIO COLUMN 


Phil 
new idea i 
launched last 
is an ether 
titled “Thi 
iing daily in the P! 
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= From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Bill Lawrence, Pedlar & Ryan agency's west coast rep, was in town last 
week, going over plans for the fall with the home office....Atherton Hob- 
Jer has been upped from president to board chairman of the Benton & 
Bowles agency, and Clarence B. Goshorn was elected president. Chester 
Bowles, who went on a leave of absence to become OPA administrator 
for Connecticut, has the newly-created title of vice-chairman. 

Fred Weihe, Blue network staff director, goes to Chicago to direct the 
Procter & Gamble serial, ‘Lone Journey,’ for the John Gibbs office, suc- 
ceeding Ted McMurray. He'll probably join the NBC staff there....Neal 
Hopkins, NBC staff writer, spending his vacation writing the ‘Star Parade’ 
recorded series for the Treasury Department. He’s also scripting the new 
‘Canteen Girl’ series with Phyllis Jean Creore, starting Friday night (28) 
«...Bert Prager, of Benton & Bowles, expects to become a father any day. 

Robert Haag joined cast of ‘Young Dr. Malone,’ succeeding John Raby, 
who went into the Army. Dixie Dugan casts the show for Benton & 
Bowles....T. Wells has replaced Addison Smith as director of ‘Hobby 
Lobby’ for the Ted Bates agency....Igor Cassini, Washington-Times 
Herald columnist, and his wife, Austine McDonnell, doing ‘Behind the 
Washington Scene’ chatter, series on WHN....Alfred Ryder, regular cast 
member of ‘The Goldbergs’ for the last 13 years, goes into the Army next 
week, so the character he plays is being written out of the script. 

Eddie Dunham, NBC staff director, now handling the major remote 
pickup for the ‘Army Hour’ every week....Bruce Kamman, NBC assist- 
ant production manager, vacationing at Pt. Pleasant, N. J., but commut- 
ing for the Philip Morris ‘Johnnie Presents’ show Tuesday nights... .Jack 
Johnstone directing Mutual’s new ‘Dark Destiny’ series, scripted by Robert 
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Blue stip! 


Imagine a network signing up eight famous 
sponsors—and then keeping the good news 


secret! . 


That’s what we did only last week in these 
very pages. Our advertisement listing new 
BLUE sponsors...and those signed for Fall... 


was short the names of eight recent arrivals. - 


So here they are—in good bold type. 





WELCOME TO THE BLUE! 
New advertisers on the air or signed for Fall 


Autocar Co. CocaCola Gilbert & Barker 
Jenkins Brothers Lance Inc. 
Trimount Clothing Wheeling Steel 


White Motor Company 


and these, whom we’ve already welcomed— 


Cream of Wheat Electric Boat Co. 

Ford Motor Co. General Foods General Mills 
Hall Brothers Mail Pouch Minit-Rub 
Minneapolis-Honeywell Paramount Pictures 
Dr. Earl S. Sloan Socony Vacuum Texaco 











Frankly, things are happening just that fast 


on the BLUE. Our ads can go plumb out of 


wr) 
date between the time they’re prepared and 


the time they’re printed. 


You'll understand how it is when we tell 
you that more new advertisers have come to 


the BLUE in *42 than to any other network. 


Blue Network Company, A Radio Corporation of America Service 


the Bits network 


Albert and David Kogan. It’s Johnstone's first sustainer job....Ted Sills 
joined Biow agency as assistant to Vick Knight on the Coast....Max 
Ehrlich writing scripts for ‘The Shadow’....Ford Bond replaced Hugh 
vacationing Dick Leibert as organist for ‘Second Husband’ and ‘Mr, Keen’ 
and for Charles Paul for ‘Young Widder Brown’....Florence Robinson 
added to ‘Stella Dallas’ cast. 

Timmy Hyler joined ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ company and Ray- 
mond Edward Johnson, Frances Carlon and Eva Condon added to ‘Young 
Widder Brown’....Jackie Kelk newcomer to ‘Lorenzo Jones’ troupe.... 
Kenneth Daigneau. Carl Malden, Venezuela Jones, Juan Hernandez and 
Ann Teeman joined ‘Our Gal Sunday’....Wilfred Lytell added to ‘Mr. 
Keen’ company and Richard Gordon and Marion Barney joined ‘Second 
Husband’....Lt. George McManus, husband of Marion McManus, singer 
on ‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round,’ returned after two-year absence from 
i'show....Richard Porter, Jr., joined WOR engineering staff, succeeding 
|Gene Posey, who joined the Army....Alfred E. Roth, of WOR artists’ 
bureau, into the Army....Ralph S. Silver, Jr., publicity-promotion di- 
rector and sports announcer at WPAT, Paterson, N. J., into the Army.... 
Slocum Chapin, formerly with Howard Wilson, station rep, joined the 
WJZ sales staff....Herschel Williams, formerly daytime radio head of 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, commissioned a captain in the Army. 

Consuelo Lembcke did two ‘Aunt Jenny’ shows last week....Donna 
Reade and Alan Bunce co-starred Saturday (22) in Armstrong’s “Theatre 
of Today,’ a sappy story nicely played....Last Wednesday’s (19) episode 
of ‘Against the Storm’ was tastefully scripted, but not well produced or 
played. Previous Wednesday's (12) installment about The Invasion of 
Denmark was a pip....‘Lonely Women’ last Wednesday (19) was corn- 
laden....John Loveton directing ‘Big Sister’ during Tom Hutchinson’s 
vacation....Clinton Johnston directing a previous ‘School of the Air’ 
series for CBS....Jerry Cady adapting the Mark Hellinger material be- 
ing used on the Frank Morgan show....Mann Holiner returns from vaca- 
tion next week to direct and Phil Rapp also resumes scripting. Don Cope 
was subbing as director and Sam Moore and John Medbury as writers. 
Fannie Brice also returns to the series next week. 


John Gibbs, producer of ‘Against the Storm’ and ‘Lone Journey,’ to 
Chicago this weekend....Betty Connor, in charge of casting for the Gibbs 
office, back from five-week vacation at her Melrose (Mass.) home.... 
Everett R. Holles, formerly with UP, named CBS news editor, succeeding 
Matthew Gordon, -who joined the OWI....Charme Allen sueceeded the 
late Effie Palmer in the part of Mother in the ‘Mother and Dad’ series.... 
AFRA last week sent its members a booklet containing terms of the 
union’s contracts with networks, stations, etc....Radio Directors’ Guild 
will hold its first general membership meeting of the season Sept. 14. 








IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


THe Rapro Trape Is Discussinc: That agency free-for-all to grab off 
the Pabst account—The yen of the high Crossleyites to pitch their pro- 
grams in Aleutians, Ireland or Honolulu and getting a fast ‘oh, yah’ 
from their agencies—Possibility of heavy increase of name band pro- 
grams from here, what with topliners of the juke circuit piling in for 
picture work and not at all averse to making their homes here. 


Rudy Vallee lost little time getting into the spirit of the Coast Guard, 
in which he is a bandmaster, by writing a new set of lyrics for ‘Har- 
vardiana,’ which will be used as a marching song. Not bad for a Yale 
man....Carlton KaDell around again after acting in serials back east for 
the past few years....Ray Buffum who used to write skits for ‘Big Town,’ 
now writing and producing ‘Hawthorne House’ out of Frisco with Don 
Thompson....Don Lee’s top music entry, Betty Rhodes and Dave Rose’s 
music, have been launched in a new series over KHJ....Mel Williamson, 
erstwhile Coast radio director for Russel Seeds, back in the air corps as 
a captain. He flew in the last war....Phil Spitalny will do four ‘Hour of 
Charm’ broadcasts from here while working in the Universal picture, 
‘When Johnny Comes Marching .Home’....Jack Runyon searching the 
town over for a Spanish producer to handle live and recorded programs 
for his Office of Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs. He’s now down 
to one director, Jaime Garzon, recent station manager in Bogata, Colombia, 
having lost Jaime del Valle to the Army....John Swallow taking his 
annual midyear breather around his old diggings at San Diego....The 
Jordans (Fibber and Molly) tired of whipping the mountain streams and 


off to Chicago on the last lap of their vacation....Amos ’n’ Andy still 
shopping around for their pinch hitter but so far the Ward Wheelock 
agency hasn’t seen eye to eye with them on their candidates....Ed Cash- 


man, producer of Kay Kyser Lucktes program, has gone for one of those 
trick Hollywood getups....Bob Coleson now parked here permanently as 
director of the War Department’s Coast. public relations bureau, radio 
branch. Glenn Wheaton continues to direct ‘Command Performance’.... 
Radio gang tossed a going-away shindy for Bob Garred, ace KNX news- 
caster, who starts flying soon for Uncle Sam. He’s a lieutenant assigned 
to combat duty....Dick Connor, coordinator for Southern California 
Broadcasters Association, got an okay from Fighter Command for beacon 
lights on transmitters, getting around the dimout regulation. Command 
agreed to blinkers serve as an aid to aerial navigation. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Every employee at WJJD-WIND has joined the 10% club—turning 
over 10% of weekly pay check for the purchase of war bomds and stamps 
....Bob Elson and Guy Savage will air WGN’s broadcast of the annual 
Chicago Bears-All Stars football game at Soldiers Field Aug. 28, pro- 
ceeds to Army and Navy Relief....Chariotte Symons, Chi opera and radio 
star, to Washington to sing leads in ‘Faust’ and ‘Pagliacci’ for Fortune 
Gallo....Howard Earl, formerly with Transradio Press Service, added to 
staff of WGN news room....Stanton Kramer, WGN publicity and special 
events writer, enlisted in the Army; stationed at Enid, Oklahoma air base 
....Jess Kilpatrick, WGN announcer, elected to Board of Directors of 
| Medinah Athletic Club, Chi....WBBM is opening special school to train 
speakers in microphone technique for purpose of selling stamps and 
bonds....Ward Quaal, 23, WGN’s youngest announcer, reports to U. S. 
Navy for officer’s training at Notre Dame U, Aug. 31. 

Marilou Neumayer, WGN actress heard on ‘Painted Dreams’, gets lead 
in film short, ‘Registered Nurse’ being produced by American College of 
Surgeons....Victory Matinee, 60-minute open-house variety show on 
WBB\M, has sold $20,000 in war bonds in last 20 days. Guest on this show 
yesterday (Tuesday) was Mrs. Lou Gehrig, formerly Eleanor Twitchell 
of Chicago’s South Side....Joe Kelly’s 18-year-old son is NBC’s newest 
page boy....Carson Pirie Scott & Co. has renewed sponsorship of its 
early morning musical potpourri, ‘Wishing Well’....Dick Elpers, Chicago 
salesman and sales research expert for CBS, reported to Camp Grant 
for army service....‘Record Reveille’, featuring Bob Andover over WGN, 
has been signed for 52 weeks by the George H. Hartman Agency, with 
Local Loan Co. of Chicago sponsoring. 

Adrienne Marden, film-legit-radio actress, will do radio stints during 
her local engagement in the No. 2 company of ‘Junior Miss,’ opening here 
Sept. 21....Watson Humphrey, radio director for Russel M. Seeds, takes 
over directional duties on ‘Reveille Roundup,” succeeding Jane Forse, who 
has joined WIBA, at Madison, Wis....Kenneth D. Fry, head of NBC news 
division, in Omaha supervising Alex Dreier broadcasts from there.... 
B. A. McDonald, sales manager of KYW, Philly, a Chicago visitor.... 
Everett Mitchell, Blue announcer, will m.c. the National Championship 
Hillbilly Jamboree at Memphis this week. 

WMAQ has launched a five-day-a-week bond-selling drive over the 
air, 5 to 5:15 p.m., utilizing the cream of the station’s talent....WMAQ, 
WBBM and WGN provided the radio talent at festivities held in the Grant 
Park bandshell last week, celebrating a huge naval induction ceremony, 








with Lieut. Commander David N. Goldenson officiating....Bob Burns is a 


| Chicago visitor for several days, following three weeks of touring in USO 


camp shows. He will train for the Coast later this week. 





NBC DISCARDS | 





Roy Witmer, NBC vp. in charge 
of sales, last week advised the trade 
in a circular letter that the words, 
‘Red Network,’ are to be completely 
dropped from the web's lexicon 
after Aug. 31. 


NBC has been using the term ‘Red’ 
in its promotion and advertising for 
over 15 years. 





Cooke in Schneider’s 
Program Post at WRUL 


Dwight Cooke has _ succeeded 
Douglas Schneider, gone to the 
OWI, as program director of WRUL, 
the short-waver. 

Cooke retains his _ production 
chore on the Drew Pearson news- 
cast each Sunday eve, planing to 
Washington to do this show. 





‘My Prayer Has Been Answered’ 
Cleveland, Aug, 25. 
‘My Prayer Has Been Answered,’ 
Hollywood dramatic production 
signed by Kurtz Furniture Co. over 
WHK for 15 minutes Sunday. Pro- 
grams are transcribed and are pre- 
sented in this area under supervision 
of Edward Kibshman and Associates, 
This makes the third Kurtz radio 
program, other two being daily news- 
casts. 
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““KRNT tells ’em 
what’s cooking... 
and in they come”’ 


—reports vice-president of 


lowa’s largest cafeteria 


With over a million people in their 
trade-area, Des Moines stores regu- 
larly draw shoppers from towns 50, 
60 or even 80 miles away. Noon or 
evening, when hunger calls, many 
of these visitors head for Bishop’s, 
Iowa’s largest cafeteria,* 

Sam Park, Vice-President of Bish- 
op’s, reports that “time and again, 
guests tell us Bishop advertising on 
KRNT has stirred up an appetite for 
our crisp salads, special desserts, or 
our Iowa prime ribs of beef. We can 
seat 486 guests at once. We like to 
have these seats filled. And KRNT 
is doing a lot to heip fill them.” 

Each week-day since September, 
1941, Bishop’s have used the KRNT 
Women’s Club of the Air, conducted 
by Betty Wells. Even more eloquent 
than Sam Park’s comments, are three 
consecutive 13-week renewals of 
Bishop’s contract for. this KRNT 
feature. 


* Bishop's also have large cafeterias 
in Cedar Rapids, Davenport, Peoria, 
Rockford, Sioux City and Waterloo. 


BASIC. BLUE 
ANO “MUTUAL 
5000 WATTS 
BASIC 
COLUMBIA 
| 5000 WATTS 
The Cowles Stations in 


DES MOINES 


Affiiiated with the 
Des Moines Register & Tribune 





Represented by The Katz Agency 
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MURRAY, GM. 1 
BE MOVED DOW 


Rev. Thompson May Become 
New General Manager, 
with Murray Possibly as 
Program Head —Frignon 
to Retain French Net- 
work 





—— ee 


STRESS PROPAGANDA 





Montreai, Aug. 25 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. gov- 
ernors ended a ‘routine business’ 
session Tuesday (18) and will re- 
assemble Friday (28) to consider the 
report of the special House of Com- 
mons committee on radio broadcast- 
ing and its recommendation that the 
governors consider whether the 
services of Gladstone Murray, CBC 


gm., could be used in some other 
capacity. 

Prime Minister Mackenzie King’s 
nationwide radio address Wednesday 
night (19) also will have repercus- 
sions on the governors’ next meeting. 
The Prime Minister forecast the 
early centralization of the call-up of 
men under the National Mobilization 
measure and the disposition of those 
called under Labor Minister Hum- 
phrey Mitchell and Elliot Little, di- 
rector of selective service This 
would leave to the Minister of War 
Services, Hon. Joseph Thorson, the 
chance of undivided attention to 
the whole field of public relations, 
including the CBC, censorship and 
the press services in practically all 
departments of the government. 


Other Changes Rumored 

There are persistent rumors that 
in the impending shakeup the Rev. 
Dr. J. S. Thompson, principal of the 
University of Saskatchewan, is to be 
made general manager and also 
financial controller of the nation’s 
outstanding propaganda machinery. 
Another feature of proposed changes 
is that Gladstone Murray is to be 
relegated to the minor position of 
program manager, with headquarters 
in Toronto, and that Dr. Augustin 
Frigon, now assistant g.m., is to be 
left with control of the French net- 
work as well as religious broadcasts. 

There is strong feeling in the prov- 
ince of Quebec that French-Canada 
has not been fairly treated in the 
way the story of the war and of 
Canada’s war effort has been told to 
that section of the Dominion. Fail- 
ure of the French network to do this 
was aired before the Commons com- 
mittee and Dr. Frigon gave reasons 
why he thought the performance of 
that task was exceedingly difficult. 
The people do not, however, want 
enumeration of difficulties, but solu- 
tion of them. There is also wide- 
spread feeling that the management, 
policies and services of the CBC 
should be fitted to the needs and de- 
mands of the whole nation and 
should not be dominated by sectional 
or other consideration. 

There will be frequent and impor- 
tant use of CBC facilities during the 
remaining months of the current 
year by cabinet ministers, since the 
f0vernment feels it has a _ large 
morale-building campaign to wage. 
The CBC, as a potent means of 
re the people, cannot be over- 
looked in any such campaign. 
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CBC SHAKEUP IN WORK 





Write "Em Tough 





Mexico City, Aug. 25. 
Orders to its contract com- 
posers to lend greater coopera- 
tion in the Government’s all- 
out war effort, by writing only 
music and songs that avoid the 
somber and_ stimulate good 
cheer, optimism and _ patriot- 
ism, have been issued by local 
station XEB, owned and op- 
erated by the Buen Tono To- 
bacco Co., French enterprise. 
XEB has called upon all Mexi- 
can composers to follow the 
example of its writers. These 
are no times for tearful tunes, 
this station contends. 








Equipment Lack Forces 
XEKJ, Mexico, to Suspend 


en ote A gr 
Wiexico Cily, Aug. 25. 


First effect of the serious situation | 
;own name. 


of the lack of bulbs and the dif- 
ficulty in obtaining them is the sus- 
pension of service by station XEKJ 
(250 watts) at Acapulco. Station, 
manager of which is Ramon Ortega, 
had served a wide sector of the 
Mexican Pacific Coast. 

Practically all small stations in 
Mexico, several of which are here, 
have had to sharply curtail service 
because of the bulb situation and the 
scarcity of other equipment. 


XERA Owner Wins a Point 
At Law, but Won't Get 
Back His Mexican Station 


Mexico City, Aug. 25. 
Expropriation in June, 1941, of 
jradio station XERA (180,000 watts), 
{most powerful in Mexico, at Villa 





| Acuna, opposite Eagle Pass, Tex., has | 


|had yet another echo, a strange one, 
jin Mexican courts. The supreme 
|ecourt has just granted Ramon D.| 
|Bozquez, former owner of the sta-| 
|tion, an injunction against the ex- | 
| propriation on the ground that the 
|confiscation order was issued against 
the operating company, 


against himself. 
viously rejected an injunction suit 
against the expropriation brought by | 
| Bozquez in the name of the company 
The tear suit was in Bozquez’s 
But his is but a technical 
victory, for a presidential decree is- 
sued some time ago ordered payment 
to him of $250,000 (Mex )-—$52,500— 


las indemnification for the expropria- 


tion. That sum was decided upon by 
government experts who had evalu- 
ated the property. 





Vicki Bruce, wife of band maestro 
Carroll Gibbons, made her radio 
debut in BBC feature, ‘Workers’ 





Playtime.’ 


Compania | 
, Mexicana Radiodifusora, instead of | 
The court had pre- 


























EW Always First’ BBC ORDERS END 
Mexico City, Aug. 25. 
Now that it has three new 500- | 
seat studios, a total of 16 studios | 
in all, the enterprising Emilio | 
Azcarraga 150,000-watt station, 
XEW, will take another pro- 
| gressive step: 
| A general raise in advertising London, Aug. 15. 
rates. | British Broadcasting Corp. is mak- 
| ing yet another effort to clamp down 
}on the song-plugging racket. There 
BRC OPENS D.C. OFFICE; } are two methods of graft. One is a 
| ‘straight’ fee of $8 for non-vocals and 
EBSEN NAMED MANAGER $12 for vocals, and the other is the 
| ‘arr angements’ racket, which ranges 
from $16 to $40 per arrangement. 
British Broadcasting Corp. has | Whichever way it is extracted, the 
opened a Washington office, with | BBC is determined to stop it. To 
Annette Ebsen as resident manager.} Prove it means business this time, 
The office comes under the au- | BBC has ordered Geraldo and Jack 
thority of Lindsay Wellington, North Payne, its own bands, to tell Tin Pan 
American director of the BBC. | Alley the graft has been going on 
} long enough and that it has to stop 
| finally and for good. 
° . . While music publishers are ready 
Canadian Stations Begin | and willing to lend an ear to any 
Ch 5 PM 0 ti | proposal that would eradicate the 
graft, they feel BBC might look into 
opping aime pera on another little racket which is quite 
. prevalent on its own doorstep. That 
Ottawa, Aug. 25. | is the tendency of some BBC pro- 
First Canadian station to sign off} ducers to try their hand at song- 
early under wartime orders is} writing and palm these off to pub- 
CHNS, Halifax, now cutting pro-/|lishers with the promise to get these 
grams at 11:15 p.m. instead of mid-| over the air. 
night. Sudden BBC cleansing effort has 
Insiders say all Canadian stations| led to talk of reviving the Song 
will soon be off the air at 11 p.m. Pluggers’ Ass’n, 
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...up to date 


204 stations covering 83% of U.S.-Radio Homes cost: 





ONE HALF-HOUR EVENING* FOR ONLY 


$6,015 





FIVE QUARTER-HOURS DAYTIME FOR ONLY 


$9,125 





THREE QUARTER-HOURS EVENING“ FOR ONLY 


#10,950 








*Net 52 week basis 


It all adds up to the Biggest Bargains in Broadcasting. 


THE MUTUAL 


BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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NEW ARGENTINE RESTRICTIONS ON NEWS 


Rules Ostensibly Aimed a 


t All But Axis Has Little 


to Lose Under Circumstances — Trade Closely 
Studies Effect Upon News Services, Talks 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 9. 


New series of regulations further 
straight-jacketing radio were an- 
nounced here this week by the Di- | 
rector General de Correos (postmas- 
ter) Horacio Rivarola. Move is gen- 
erally regarded as a sock at the USS. | 
since U.S. news agencies, especially | 
United Press and Associated Press, 
supply the bulk of material on which 
local newscasts are based. Authori- 
ties, while unquotable as usual, give 
out with the fact that they are sim- 


ply trying to press down on Axis 
broadcasts, but fact remains Axis 


news on local outlets is less than 5%. | 
and that any rules which hinder |} 
news transmissions and limit their 
scope actuaily hit at democratic news | 
more than anything else. 

Official decree, which came as a| 
surprise to iocal radio stations, 
stated: ‘In the transmission of news 
and information services, radio sta- 
tions must adjust themselves to the 
following rules:’ 

1. Argentine news transmitted over 


local radio stations must emanate 
from Argentine news agencies and 
journalistic organizations. (Not 


known if U. P. and A. P., whose local 
organizations are established as Ar- 


ers. 


Prensa was one of the first 
newspapers in the world to set up its 
own broadcasting station within the 
news plant, and its programs are 
generally carried on Radio Munici- 
pal, the city-owned station. Nacion, 
No. 2 a.m. daily, carries broadcasts 
on several stations and Radio del 
Estado. Mundo, owned by the Edi- 
torial Haynes interests, which also 


| operate Radio E! Mundo, L R 1, does 


not give its news to any other sta- 
tion.) 

4. In whatever case, every station 
broadcasting news must be respon- 
sible for the notices it broadcasts and 
must not broadcast rumors, irrespon- 


| sible facts, etc. 


5. To be considered an Argentine 
news organization, interested stations 
must conform to the following: 

a. They must be legally consti- 
tuted or inscribed in the public 
register of commerce. 

b. Their legal headquarters must 
be in national territory, together 
with the principal business office. 

c. The proprietors must be na- 
tive Argentines or naturalized with 
not less than 10 years citizenship. 


out straw men as founders. 





gentine entities, are included or not | 


in this classification.) 

2. Every station broadcasting for- 
eign news is obliged to also include 
Argentine news in proportion ade- 
quate to the circumstances and with 
the importance of foreign news. 
(Local newspapers and radio stations 
concentrate on foreign news. News- 


men generally believe Argentine 
readers are more interested in for- 
eign news than any other group of 


readers in the world, and La Prensa, | 


No. 1 B. A. daily, has for years used 
more U. P. news than any other 
paper anywhere.) 

3. Argentine newspapers in Span- 
ish which now broadcast Argentine 
news by radio must continue broad- 
casting these services in the same 
form as at present. (La Prensa and 
La Nacion and El Mundo currently 
are the chief newspaper broadcast- 











When you bee lime— 
BUY AN AUDIENCE 


6. During the transmission of news 
there can be no interrupting or in- 
jections of advertising in any form 
which will break the continuity of 


information of the same character. 
|The only commercials must be be- 
tween the sections of the news—war, 


weather, crops, etc. 
7. In the transmission of news, sta- 
tions must r comply with 


igorously 


regulations and whatever rules are 
adopted for the future. They are 


| obliged to give assurance of the ex- 
actitude, seriousness and inpartiality 
of their information. 

One of the chief inferences taken 
from a preliminary examination of 
the rules by the trade was that Ar- 
gentine news originating from for- 
eign sources could not be carried. 
U. S. correspondents frequently have 
a chance to send out more complete 
dispatches about local politics, inter- 
national affairs, ete, than local 
writers who are further hampered 
by the state of siege. Frequently 
B. A. papers and stations would then 
rebroadcast what the New York 
Times or other foreign papers said, 
as a way of getting around what 
they themselves could not say. 

A number of other local stations 
have also carried broadcasts from 
London which of late have been par- 
ticularly strong re Argentina’s al- 
legedly lax attitude on 
escape of Graf Spee sailors. 





Philadelphia. — Herb Newcomb, 
| formerly of NBC and CBS in N. Y., 
|new spieler on WCAU. He takes 
| spot vacated by Wally Sheldon, who 
| enlisted last week, 19th WCAU’er in 
the armed services. 

| Bernie Barth replaces Roy La- 
|Plante on WFIL announcing staff. 
‘LaPlante left for WOV, N. Y. 























Wanted 


Box 123, VARI 








Radice Salesman 


--- one who knows thé ra- 
dio stations 


-.- the advertising agencies 
-.- the field in general 


Our entire organization has been informed 


ETY, New York 








of the insertion of this advertisement 











There is also a reference to ruding | 
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SEEN FURTHER SNAGGING DEMOCRACIES 


KSTP BARN DANCE HELPS 
FAIR SET RECORD 


Minneapolis, Aug. 25. 

With KSTP’s ‘Sunset Valley Barn 
Dance’ gang as its featured attrac- 
tion, the Chicago (Minnesota) county 
feir set an all-time attendance rec- 
ord over the week end. The ‘gang’ 
broadeast two half-hour programs 
from the grandstand Saturday night. 

The crowd was so large that the 
performances had to be repeated 
after 11 p.m. for the benefit of hun- 
dreds who had been unable to crowd 
into the grandstand and infield. 














 Labor’s Pitch 


Continued from page 33 
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ing four programs a week. Live air- 
ings are 6 p.m., Mondays and Fri- 
days, with transcriptions rebroadcast 
at 11:15 p.m., Tuesday and Saturdays, 
to reach swing-shifters. Bob Hillis is 
doing the scripts for this show, with4 
Mal Mallon, editor of the union pa- 
per, at the mike. Eddie Jansen, pro- 


gram director for KTBI, Tacoma, 
subbed on several broadcasts for 


Mallon recently when the labor edi- 
tor was ill. Programs are directed at 
Boeing workers and their families, 
this audience running into the scores 
of thousands, and particularly at 
novice unionists, including many 
women. Comparatively low rates of 
pay are also given a going over. 
To Offset Bad Publicity 


Seattle, always a strong union 


itown, has had much unfavorable pub- 


| 


'aims 


| 
| 





|half-heur dramatic 


| geles, 
permitting 


licity along labor lines in the past, 
with the town split wide open dur- 
ing some jurisdictional disputes and 
strikes. So one of the long-range 
of present programs is to ex- 
plain and interpret ideals and func- 
tions of unions to the general public 
to foresall possibility of future mis- 
understandings. 
Union officials well 


seem pretty 


agreed that radio is the way to reach 


this public, pointing out that, while 


dailies will carry union advertising 
explaining the position of individual 


unions on various matters of public 
interest, that too often the sheets’ 
coverage of union news and activities 
is sketchy. 

The Teamsters Union—an empire 
in its own right—with Seattle as its 
western stronghold under the direc- 
tion of Dave Beck, western v.p. of 
the international organization, went 
back on the air Monday (24) with a 
show, ‘Curtain, 








America.’ This is fed to the Mutual 
Don.Lee network from KHJ, Los An- | 
with a professional cast; but | 
with headquarters here, has 
been one of the moving spirits in get- 
ting the Teamsters back on the air. 
One aim of the program is to gener- 
ate all possible labor support for all- 
Out production to whip the Axis. 
Some critics declare that current 
union radio programs here, as well 
as various public service programs 
aired by local stations, indicate a 
growing trend toward cooperation 
among union and non-union groups, 


ol 
eck, 


|and a recognition by broadcasters of 
| the role that radio can play in the 


| of the Weekly Dispatch, the official 





life of 
of this 
Friday 


Illustrative 
broadcast on KIRO 


the community. 
was the 


broadcast, with time donated by the 


station, was used by the pensioneers ! 


to reply to Governor Langlie’s re- 


cent radio blasting of an initiative | 
to liberalize pension payments. The 
Old Age Pension Union for a time | 
sponsored a weekly program on 
KOL. 


Texas Labor Takes to Air 


San Antonio, Aug. 25. 
Tom Martin, ‘sage of the sage | 


country,’ with Pat Adelman, Texas 
radio personality, will 
through 
a series of ‘Labor for Victory’ 
broadcasts. Weekly broadcasts are 
intended as a morale program and 


will be sponsored by the Texas Fed- | 


eration of Labor. Will ‘portray the 
function and activities of Texas 
labor in helping win the war,’ ac- 
cording to William B. Arnold, editor 


| voice of the Federation, 


Martin writes a daily column of 


homespun philosophy for Texas 
newspapers. WOAT will feed TQN 
|stations WFAA, Dallas; KPRC, 


Houston, and WBAP, Fort Worth. 


(21) by leaders of the state’s | 
Old Aze Pension Union This | 


be heard | 
WOAI here and the Texas 
Quality Network each Thursday on | 


Champagne Talk—Beer Delivery 





There's a lot of headshaking going on among broadcasters in he 
wake of an agency man who has just made a tour of a goodly secticn 


of the country lining up spot availabilities. 


The station men are won- 


dering how one guy can talk so big and deliver so little. 


The agency man’s quest has been chainbreaks. 


At each stop he 


prevailed upon the station to submit the cream of their chainbreak 
availability crop, implying that his client would buy at least 14 spots 


a week. 
four spots a week. 


When the fellow got through picking, the orders averaged 














$1,138,249 Wkly. Radio Payroll in 
Topped '40; Increase in Employment 





Washington, Aug. 25. 

The radio broadcasting industry 
showed increases in both personnel 
and average salaries during 1941 
over 1940, according to the annual 
financial reports, filed by 
and networks with the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. Using the 
week of October 12, 1941, as a base 
period, three national networks, five 
regional chains and 817 standard 
broadcast stations reported that 23,- 
666 persons were employed on a 
full-time basis with a weekly pay- 
roll of $1,138,249. For the industry 
this was a gain of 2,020 in personnel 
and an increase of $121,883 in week- 
ly salary total over the similar 1940 
period. 


stations 


Exclusive of executive personnel, 
the average weekly salary of the 
national radio chains was $57.41, a 
dip of 14c from the year before, 
while the regional network average 
climbed $6.81 to $48.39 and the in- 
dividual station average was boosted 
$1.13 to $38.88. Covered by these 
figures are the staff musicians and 
artists employed full time, but not 


advertising agencies or program 
sponsors. The eight broadcasting 


systems had 4,009 full time em- 
ployees and the rolls of the indi- 
vidual stations accounted for the re- 
mainder, 

Major network executives drew an 
average weekly salary of $258.83, as 
compared to $251.68 for 1940. Among 
the regional networks, 
average weekly salary 
from $91.50 in 1940 to $137.57 in 
1941, while that of non-executives 
rose from $41.58 in 1940 to $48.39 in 
1941. 

Full-time 
standard 


the 817 


earned 


employes of 
broadcast stations 





executives’ | 
advanced | 


an average of $45.15 a week, an in- | 


crease of $1.64 over 1940. The 
number of employes was 19,567. Of 
these, 2,426 were in the executive 
class drawing down an average of 
$89.46 weekly, which was a boost 
of $5.04 a week over 1940. The re- 
maining 17,141 employes below the 
class of executive had an average 


weekly income of $38.88, an increase | 


of $1.13 over the year before. 

From the payroll angle the report 
showed northeastern unlimited time 
stations in a more favorable posi- 


tion than similar stations in the 
southeast. Average weekly full 
time salary in unlimited time sta- 


tions in the northeast was $62.40, 


while in the southeast it was $37.98. | 


-| E, Brunson, Jr.; James L. Capps, Jr.: 
those hired by radio departments of PI 


The increase in employment in the 
industry was due to an increase in 
the number of stations from 765 to 
817, but it was distributed with a 
fair degree of evenness among the 
various operating departments of the 
stations. 


Part-time employees in the in- 
dustry during the base week was 
3.978. with a weekly payroll of 


$122,775. 


15 FROM ONE S. C. 
STATION IN SERVICE 








Greenville, S. C., Aug. 25. 
Except for the swish of petti- 
coats, it’s getting a bit lonesome 


around the offices of the Greenville 
News-Piedmont and the newspapers’ 
radio station, WFBC. 

Forty-seven employees have en- 
tered the armed forces, the dailies 
announced in a full page spread in- 
cluded in a special memorial edition, 
honoring Greenville county men in 
the service. 

Of the 47, 15 were WFBC em- 
pluyees—Charles A. Batson, Jr.; J. 
C. M. Chapman, Paul Chapman, Jack 
Cole, Ben Eberhart, Edward L. Mar- 
tin, A. Lee Parsons, Phillip Pollard, 
Frank Santor, J. Edward Schmidt, 
Verner F. Tate and Robert W. You- 
mans. They included former exec- 
utives, advertising salesmen, an- 
nouncers and engineers. 
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PRODUCER-DIRECTOR 


Young ten years’ 
stage and radio, now employed, seeks 
production or program 
Address Box 20, c/o Va- 
York, 


man, experience 


connection in 
direction. 


riety, New 
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‘WHAT'S YOUR NAME, SOLDIER?’ 
30 Mins.; Regional 

War Bond Office ; 

sTH SERVICE COMMAND 

wed., 7:50 p.m. ; 
WOAI-TQN, San Antonio — 

Here is a brand new radio variety 
show produced over WOAI, by and 
chiefly for soldiers of the 8th Serv- 
ice Command, with a smooth sales 
talk directed at them as well das to 
civilians in the interests of War 
Bonds and Stamps. Entire program 
js idea of Lee Segall, originator ot 
the ‘Dr. I. Q.’ and ‘Sing For Dough 
national network shows, who has 
contributed the program and his 
services as director each week to 
the War Bond Office. 

It’s strictly a soldier show, with 
the only civilian being Pat Flaherty, 
who gives out with the ‘commer- 
cials’. Soldier audiences are invited 
to the studios of WOAI for each 
proadcast. A soldier orchestra (it 
is expected to rotate bands among 
the army and flying fields) plays se- 
lections requested by soldier person- 
nel. The soldier whose song is se- 
lected receives a $2 prize in War 
Savings Stamps, and a chance to win 
$10 additional. 

Program as a whole was fairly en- 
tertaining and shows promise. Fine 
job on the musical program was 
turned in by Corp. Henry Balashi 
and the Brooks Field band, with an 
outstandmhg trumpet version of ‘Hot 


Lips. ‘ 

Sgt. Will Douglas Dougherty is 
program m.c. and did a commend- 
able job. Col. C. R. Tips, head of the 
War Bond Office, delivered an in- 
teresting message to civilians and 
soldiers alike on whv they should 
buy the bonds. Official greetings 
were given by Col. C. B. Rucker, 
Chief of Staff of the 8th Service 
Command. 

Vocals lending aid in presentation 
of songs played were Corp. Otis T. 
Craig, who sang nice arrangement 
of ‘Irish Eyes’; Corp. Elmo Vinas, 
who did well with ‘Make Believe,’ 
while outstanding was the singing 


by Corp. C. J. Robinson of ‘Ole Man | 


River.’ 
TQN is donating the time. 
Andy. 


Disque, Jr., Takes Wing 


Brice Disque, Jr., assistant man- 
ager of the script department at 
NBC, reports for duty in the U. S. 
Army Air Force next Thursday (3). 





| esting. 
lof a 
| battling for 


ARTHUR CARTER 
News Commentator 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 8 p.m. 
WSNY, Schenectady 

Arthur Carter, mayor of City of 
Amsterdam, is doing a news com- 
mentary for this new station. Carter, 
who has displayed alert, aggressive 
showmanship in campaigns and dur- 
ing his administration—has made 


political radio addresses and filled a | 


few ad lib guest dates on local com- 
mercials. This however, is the first 


attempt at news reporting-commen- | 
His principal appeal probably | 
‘name. He is) 


tary. 
is aS a community 
not polished in the field of commen- 


tary or of mike technique, although | 


he strives with a degree of success, 
at a note of homey sincerity. 

One subject on which Carter 
would be spotted as an expert is 
state politics. 
touches upon this only briefly—pre- 
sumably because it packs too much 
potential dynamite. A ‘thought for 
the week;—an exhortative homily on 
various phases of the war effort—is 
delivered with considerable feeling. 
A pretty fair writing job is done on 
this, albeit is rather long. The rest 
of the 15 minutes is mainly a round- 


up of the news, international, na- 
tional and state—which per has a 
certain listener interest. Carter 


needs to develop more flexibility of 
voice and delivery. 
The introduction—nicely handled 
—does not identify him as a mayor. 
Jaco. 


‘FOR WOMEN ONLY’ 
With Betty Hurd 
Chatter, News 

25 Mins.—Local 
ABBOTT'S DAIRIES 
Daily, 9:15 a.m. 
WCAU, Philadelphia 


Miss Hurd, a former ace news- 
paperwoman, has replaced Laura 
May Stuart in this early morning 
‘for housewives’ show, and_= she 
brings with it a wealth of back- 
ground, well-written copy, plus a 
crisp and pleasing mike voice. 

Miss Hurd knows how to mix up 
her subjects to make her stint inter- 

On show reviewed, she told 
girl bull-fighter: two femmes 
sheriff in a nearby 
Jersey town: gave news 
Philly’s ‘Third Front’ (civilian de- 
fense); gave advice on how to pack 
lunches for war workers, and a 


Nevertheless, he | 


from | 


ALBERT GROBE 
News Commentator 
15 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
| Mon. through Fri., 9 p.m. 
WQXR, New York 
This news slot, with Albert Grobe 
the vacationing Lisa 


|subbing for 


since Time, Inc., moved into the sta- 
ltion, to use 
th mag. Time takes no air credit 
since its crew, Frank Norris, 
Farr and Joel Sayre, are ‘still ex- 
perimenting, but there is no miss- 
ing the Time Technique. 

Program makes no attempt to 
| cover or comment on the days news, 


concentrates instead on interesting 
background data, newsy features, 


Grobe has a deep, authoritative 
voice that matches his material, but 
the program would make beiter 
listening if it carried a Time mag 
credit line. With the opening and 
closing amnouncements mentioning 
‘additional important facts supplied 
by our own exclusive news gather- 
ing facilities,” and profuse mentions 
of cabled info throughout the pro- 
gram, it’s confusing to hear non- 
newsy news. 

Program reviewed (21) covered 
the Russian front via ‘our Moscow 
correspondent cables,’ with the Time 
mag touch providing a slant on the 
Wehrmacht’s fuel requirements in 
Russia. Likewise an analysis of. the 
Dieppe raid teed off with ‘one of 
our London correspondents went to 
see.’ Typically Timese was a ‘cable 
from our Hawaiian correspondent’ 
about living conditions for civilians 
and servicemen on the hula isle. 


HARRISON C. COFFIN 
Commentator 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

| Wed., 7:30 p.m. 

| WSNY, Schenectady 

| Coffin, professor at Union college 
}and member of American Geographic 
| Society, is the first commentator 
hereabouts to concentrate on an 
analysis and interpretation of war 
|news from the significant geographic 
and geo-political viewpoint. As one 
of the leaders of Schenectady Insti- 
tute of International Affairs, he has 
been participating since early sum- 
mer on round tables over local sta- 





and intimate word pictures of the | 
personalities mentioned. Conse- 
quently the show is more educa- 
tional than newsy. Commentator | 


l 


| INTERSTATE THEATRES, 


i 
| 
| 


material prepared by | 


Finis | 
| Sunday afternoon airings to the sta- | 


‘IT’S SHOWTIME’ 

With John Paul Goodwin, Durrelle 
Alexander, Ivan Wayne, Harfield 
Weedin, Tune Twisters, Showtime 
Orchestia and Chorus, 
Riddle 

30 mins., Regional 


Jimmy 
im i} 


INC, 
Sun., 3:39 p.m. 


| Sergio, is the first WQXR program, WOAI-TQN, San Antonio 


(Segall & Weedin) 
From the stage oi the Majestic in 
Dallas, the home of Interstate The- 
atres, comes this series of weekly 


; tions of the Texas Quality Network 


| and independent stations KRBC, 
Abilene; KRGV, Weslaco, and 
|KGNC, Amarillo. Airings are car- 
|} ried on one of the largest regionai | 
| webs in this area. 

Show is a fast moving one wit 


| 


| 
| 








} 


heavy emphasis on music and song. 
There is only one overlong com- 
mercial, but that can be overlooked 
in the light of the high contents of 
the program. 

Vocals are handled well by sonz- 


stress Durelle Alexander. Ivan 
Wayne is male vocalist and also 
okay. Tune Twisters, male group 


nicely sang a medley of old favorites. 

M.c. is John Paul Goodwin. who 
turned in a neat job of keeping the 
broadcast moving. Commercials are 
read by Goodwin and _  Hartield 
Weedin and concern the coming at- 
tractions on stage and screen at all 
Interstate houses. Good spiel on 
War Bonds was also included on 
airing caught. 

Commercials stress the fact that 
it’s a good rule to forget the war 
for a few hours in the tand of make- 
believe in one of the Interstate 
theatres. Andy. 





proved mike technique would raise 
it notches. A skilled production man 


probably would obtain noticeable 
results in a short time. ; 
Professor Coffm emphasizes im- 


portance of looking at the war from | 


the global rather than flat-map an- 
gle. He had some interesting ob- 
servations on the shot heard. How- 
ever, he seemed to pay a little too 
much attention to one dav’s news. 
On a weekly broadcast, a longer 
look and a rounder survey would 
appear advisable. The failure to 
consider developments in the South- 
west Pacific, India, China and the 
Aleutians was rather edd. His voice 
is fairly good and accent is cultured, 
but mike technique is a little rough 
in spots. Jaco. 


| 
‘MEET YOUR NAVY’ 
| With Eddie Peabody, Service Orchs 


and Choir 


30 Mins. 

Fri, 18 p.m. 

HALL BROS., INC. 
W1JZ-Blue, New York 


(Henri, Hurst & MacDonald) 
Hallmark greeting cards, last on 
the nets with Tony Wons, have 


boarded a 
natural 
prime 

lon the 


show that figures as a 
thanks to a heavy cargo of 
entertainment, seven months 
net to build an audience, 
and a natural commercia! slant via a 
‘drop a card to the boys’ approach. 
Program has been a Blue sustainer 
|} since January, originating from the 
Great Lakes Naval Training Statien, 
|; where thousands of ‘boots’ get their 
|initia] training and furnish the 
| talent for the broadcasts. 
| The program reviewed (21) was a 
professional job right down the line. 
|The brass combo, led by Frank R. 

Mettlach, did a job reminiscent of 
| John Philip Sousa. The boys from 
the ranks who spice the show were 
topnotch, one of them, Henry Grad, 
having vocaled with the Russ 
Morgan and Art Jarrett orchs. Lt. 
Commander Eddie Peabody was his 
usual deft self on the banjo and 
correctly spotted in the next to 
closing slot. The choir, 200 voices 
directed by Chaplain Hjalmar Han- 
son, did a powerful and impressive 
| job of closing the show with a 
simple hymn, ‘Eternal Father.’ 

The commercials were dignified 
and limited to brief institutional 
mentions at opening and closing. 
The only sales copy, and that almost 
intangible, came throughout the 
program when the four soloists re- 
ceive pen and pencil gifts from the 
sponsor, plus a deft remark about 
| ‘keeping in touch with the folks.’ 





“THE MIGHTY MEEK’ 
5 Mins.—Lecal 
Sustaining 

KOIN, Portiand, Ore. 

A war-bond-selling program that 
has the whole town talking is this 
five-minute short written and miked 
by an unidentified (to the public) 
local attorney.. It has no set time of 
day or week, but pops up at any un- 
expected spot three or four times 
weekly. 

The monologist has a flair for good 
yarns, which are purely fictional, and 
packs a wallop into his five-minute 
spiel], which ends up with a plea to 
| buy war bonds and stamps. 

This is KOIN’s effort in the war- 
bond campaign, as like other radio 
stations it is an agent for the direct 

















ESC brief spiel on Hollywood fashions. tions. Geographic commentary se- ae en are 
He has a captain’s commission. Commercials are adroitly worked|ries is new. Program possesses| Albany.—Al Zink has been pro- | 
Brice at one time directed ‘Gang | jnto the 25-minute spiel by the an- | merit, but better organization of ma- | moted to chief announcer at WGY, 
~ og? e ‘ 2 2 . ~ ’ , , | 4 . 4 4 4 
Busters’ and ‘Mr. District Attorney.’| nouncer. Thurston Holmes. Shall. | terial, smoother writing and im- | Schenectady. sale of them. 
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CALL JOHN BLAIR & COMPANY ...NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 


Another Renewal 
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if you agree there's only one yardstick In Radie... 
Sales at « profit ... you'll be interested in WFER's 
ability te produce. The wire above is enly one of 
dozens of exampies in our sales record. Wilts te 


WFBR, Baltimore, for rates. 
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FCC Sets Up 3-Man Bd. to Relax, 


Where Possible, 


Freeze Order On 


Changes in Present Radio Facilities 





Washington, Aug. 25. 
the freeze order 
proposed 


Relaxation of 
preventing numerous 
changes of present radio facilities, 


along with construction of new 
transmitters, appears likely. The 
Federal Communications Commis- 


sion is setting up a three-man com- 
mittee to consider the policy to be 
foliowed in handling pending appli- 
cations for license modifications. 

Erection of any elobarate struc- 
tures is out for the duration—under 
orders coming from the War Pro- 
duction Board and concurred in by 
the Board of War Communications 
and the FCC—but new hope has 
arisen that the ban might be lifted 
on power increases, frequency 
changes, and shifts of studios or 
transmitters. Any liberalization of 
present policy will be restricted, 
however, to particular cases and 
probably no general relaxation will 
be voted. 

The outlook is that broadcasters 
with equipment on their shelves, or 
set aside for them by manufacturer- 
ers, will get permission to carry out 
pigeon-holed plans providing they 
can demonstrate they will not use 
any critical materials or other ar- 
ticles urgently needed for war pur- 
poses. 

The three-man group consists of 
Commissioners T. A. M. Craven, 
George. Henry Payne, and Clifford 


J. Durr. Only non-controversial 
changes of existing facilities are 
likely. Since newcomers’ cannot 


prosecute applications, the commit- 
tee is unlikely to let a present li- 
censee gain an advantage over a 
prospective industry recruit—unless 
there is exceedingly strong evidence 
that granting the veteran’s applica- 
tion is in the public interest. Like- 
wise, if there happen to be two ap- 
plicants for a particular facility but 
only one has the material on hand, 


the committee undoubtedly will 
turn thumbs down. 
Prospective relaxation of the 


freeze order and no-construction 
policy follows admissions of the 
Army and Navy that some trans- 


mitters already manufactured when 


the ban was decreed have no mili- 
tary value. The services finally 
have informed the Board of War 


Communications they would not ob- 
ject to permitting such shelved ma- 
terials to be used. At first the Army 
felt it could make use of such ap- 
paratus, but after further investiga- 
tion found much of it was unfit for 
military operations 
Wasting Power 

One argument that swayed the 
FCC was that the freeze order now 
prevents 
ing more efficient service while 
wasting material designed for only 
one purpose. For instance, stations 
that had made definite arrange- 
ments to replace obsolete transmit- 
ters unquestionably are consuming 
more electricity than new appara- 
tus would use, and at a time when 
various Federal authorities are wor- 


ricd about impending juice short- 
ages. 

Another reason for considering re- 
laxation of the ban is to protect 
American treaty rights Inasmuch 
as all signatories of the Havana pact 


have not followed the U. S. lead in 


stopping construction and expansion, 
tl country is liable to lose some 
of its privileges by not exploiting 
the opportunities contained in the | 
agreement. If we can safeguard 
ourselves without hampering the 
war effort, it is contended we should 
not follow any blind rule against 


facility changes. 

The Craven committee, which has 
not met yet 
ot vacationing Commissioner Payne, 
is expected to go over each appli- 
cation in the pending files calling 
for a license modification and make 
a speeific recommendation to the full 
board 


LEE OTIS TO NEW YORK 
Cleveland, Aug. 25. 
Lee Otis, WHK-WCLE news chief, 
jeft station to take news-writing 
position with CBS, New York. His 
position here wil be filled by pres- 
ent assistant Ray McCoy. 
Hugh Collins, WHK-WCLE tran- 
scription department joined WRRN, 
Warren, O., as announcer. 
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certain operators from giv- | 


because of the absence | 


}a uniform of 





‘MILW. RADIO CITY 
OPENS IMPRESSIVELY 


Milwaukee, Aug. 25. 

With all the ballyhoo its big news- 
paper owner and two radio stations 
could give it, Radio City, the new 
million dollar home built by The 
Milwaukee Journal for WTMJ and 
W55M, was formally dedicated Sun- 
day, with approximately 5,000 
visitors in relays giving it the 0.0. 
Earlier previews had been given for 
officialdom and visiting radio execs, 
with Niles Trammel, head of NBC, 
declaring it the most complete and 
up to date broadcasting plant to be 
found anywhere in the world. 

Frankly, it is the last word, with 
nothing left undone that unlimited 
and lavish expenditure could pro- 
vide. It is the town’s newest and 
most elaborate showplace. 





Cleveland Business Men 
Put War Show Together 


Cleveland, Aug. 25. 
First in a series of ‘Call to Arms’ 


was heard over WTAM recently. 
Backed by a group of Cleveland 
businessmen, the program will be 


heard each week over a different 
Cleveland station and will highlight 
the music of Camp Perry, O. Recep- 
tion Centre dance band. 
Entertainment on the _ half-hour 
{show included a mixed chorus of 60 


| of the American Institute of Bank- 





ing, vocals by Dorothea Brooks, 
| WTAM songstress, and a trumpet 
}solo by Frankie Strasek, now at 
iCamp Perry, but formerly with 
Sammy Kaye. 

Programs are sponsored by the 


;Greater Cleveland War Savings Com- 
|mittee and 400 Cleveland business- 
men. Show resulted from a pickup 
earlier this year by WTAM. 





| 


Jersey Station’s ‘Bond 
Wagon, Featuring Bands, 
Does Double-Duty Stint 


Newark, N. J., Aug. 25. 

By sending a special bond show 
into the streets as well as over the 
air, WPAT, of Paterson and Newark, 
has introduced a new twist in radio 
participation in the Treasury’s war 
bond sales campaign. Featuring 
name bands, the WPAT ‘bond 
wagon’ has visited five North Jersey 
communities, Broadcasts from the 
bunting-draped wagon have _ been 


conducted in Paterson, Ridgewood, 
Carlstadt and twice in Passaic. Re- 
sults have been announced as the 
sale of $1,027,830 in bonds, all at- 
tributable, at least indirectly, to the 
station’s activity. 

The idea started experimentally 
July 8 in Passaic, with Steve Ellis, 
WPAT announcer, officiating, and 
Conrad Nagel as a guest. Requests 
from other communities followed. 
The ‘bond wagon’ helped give a final 
push to the Clifton Chamber of Com- 
merce drive to enroll industrial 
firms in the payroll allotment plan 
In Ridgewood it climaxed a house- 
to-house pledge campaign carrid on 
in 37 North Bergen County towns. 

Bands which had appeared on the 
program included those of Stan Ken- 
ton, Don Reid, Gloria Parker, Allan 
Holmes and Sam Donahue. Gene 
Krupa, Johnny Long, Jerry Wald 
and Vaughn Monroe are lined up for 
future shows. Guest stars, besides 





Nagel, have been Vera Barton, 
singer, and Bob Maurice and Gene 
Carson, musical comedy players. 


Their sefvices are donated. 

Henry Miller, WPAT program di- 
rector, says the ‘bond wagon’ is 
available to all communities in the 
station’s area without charge, except 
fo’ leasing the telephone wire con- 
necting the wagon with the trans- 
mitter. 





Des Moines—Jim Chapman has 
joined the staff of WHO as asisstant 
to Herb Plambeck, farm news edi- 
tor, John Lake also has_ joined 
WHO. He was program director al 
WCAR, Pontiac, Mich. 





Inside Stuff—Radio 








picious character. 





| to 
with him to the roof of the studio. 
| of binoculars. 


A radio announcer’s equipment these days can make him a mighty sus- 
The discovery was made by John Slagle, of WXYZ, 
| Detroit, following his description of the recent midwest blackout. 


Having 


climb staircases in the darkened building, he took a flashlight along 
He also went up equipped with a pair 


Following his night’s chores, he headed for his home on Grosse Ile, 
which has an important Naval base where British fliers are being trained. 


| During the blackout a pair of figures had been seen climbing the fence 


| about the Naval base. As a result a close guard was slapped on the bridge 
| leading to the island and Slagle ran into a thorough sailor and marine. It 
| didn’t take them long to find the flashlight and binoculars on him. 


Ex- 


;planations were no good until he was hustled off to commanding officers, 


i who finally accepted his 


explanation 
nouncer and those were the tools of his trade during a blackout. 


that he was a hard-working an- 


| Gamble 
count’s serials on WEAF-NBC. 
testing that in the program the 


A woman listener in the Bronx, N. Y., has been writing to Procter & 
recently about the script of ‘Against the Storm,’ one of the ac- 
Femme has penned several letters pro- 
German-born character, 
would not be allowed to own a shortwave receiving set, with which the 
story has him listening to foreign broadcasts. 


Dr. Reimer, 


When P. G. wrote a reply 


| stating that the character is a naturalized citizen, and thus entitled to have 


|a shortwave receiver, the woman replied 
aliens in 


lare also some 


1 4 onan 
| snortwave 


recently-arrived 


set would be illegal for 


that according to the story there 
the Reimer household, so the 


that reason. At the instigation of 


|P. & G. and the Compton agency, co-authors Sandra and Gerda Michael 
|checked with the FBI and then explained in the ‘Storm’ dialog that Dr. 


Reimer i 
casts for 


permitted to have the 
the Government. 


receiver so 


he can check 


Statement by Capt. Randolph Churchill, son of the British Prime Min- 


ister, from London on ‘We, the People’ last Sunday night (23) on CBS, 
| that the U. S. Army would again be in France soon, drew widespread 
attention in American papers. Editorial offices apparently took young 
Churchill’s assertion at face value as a prediction from highly informed 
sources. However, the British officer’s script was written in N. Y. by 
Young & Rubicam agency staff writers on the ‘People’ show. Although 


| Churchill cut a few lines from the script by cable in advance of the 
| broadcast, and deleted one or two on the air, he didn’t add a single line 


of his own. 


| 
| ee 
| Shortage of technicians 


at Statior 


1 


WGRC, Louisville, has created an 


| opening for an unusually handicapped operator. Latest acquisition by the 


necessary in wiring panels, etc. 





cast. 





station to its technical staff is a chap hailing from Texas who is minus 
both hands. Gets along reasonably well at his operator’s chores, according 
to S. A. ‘Steve’ Cisler, general manager. 
and turns in an efficient job, but needs help where minute adjustments are 
In spite of his handicap, the new opera- 
tor is Federally licensed to perform the duties of radio technician. 


Monitors programs and the like, 


The ‘Cheers from Camps’ series (CBS) folds with the Sept. 22 broad- 
It will have had a run of 17 weeks. 


General Motors’ decision not to 


| keep the program going, either on CBS or some other network, was due 
'to lack of enthusiasm for the project among the company’s directors, The 
; , P ’ 

| War Department will encourage the program’s sale to another sponsor. 





| ; 
| Army officials have absolutely refused to induct Arthur (Wacky) 


| Lackey, trumpeter in WHK, Cleveland, staff orchestra. 


Lackey, who tops 


| scale at an undisclosed figure, insists reason is the impossibility of getting 


proper dimensions. 


foreign broad- | 


day 





a 


May Smarten Em Up 





Washington, Aug. 25. 


Member of the Military Affairs Committee of the House read the 
riot act to one of the assistant secretaries of War Department over 


the soldier dumbbells on network quiz programs. 


Cited ‘Variety's’ 


front page story of Aug. 19 about the sailor who didn’t know battle. 
ships were named after states and the soldier who didn’t know who 


his commanding general was. 


Topped it off with the statement he 


was personally embarrassed at a recent “Take It Or Leave It’ program, 
when a service man was unable to tell in what country Wyoming was. 

Congressman suggested that soldiers and sailors either be rehearsed 
or some effort be made to find out whether they have average intelli- 


gence before they are recruited for the microphone. 


Understood di- 


rective will be issued to this effect by all branches of the armed 


services. 














With Farm Buying 


at Peak, KSTP- 


Going All Out in Minn. Fair Promotions 


S& 





Tonic Too Good 


Detroit, Aug. 25. 

Two lonely marines on the Coast 
had to ask ‘Molly of the Marines,’ 
radio program aired by WXYZ here 
over the Michigan Network, to call 
off her cure for their blues. She 
had been urging her listeners to 
drop the two boys a line. 

They wrote in to point out that 
one had received 950 letters from 
Michigan and the other slightly 
above 1,000, not to mention a case of 
soda pop apiece from a Detroit sym- 
pathizer. The pair added that it 
would take them ‘the duration’ to 
answer their well-wishers, 


PABST WILL AIR 
11 PITT PRO 
GRID GAMES 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 25. 

Pabst Brewing Co. has signed to 
bankroll play-by-play accounts of 
pro Pittsburgh football team’s 11 
games this season over WWSW and 
its FM component, W47P. Jce 
Tucker will handle the broadcasts 
direct from the field at both home 
and out-of-town clashes. 

Last season WWSW carried an in- 
tensive schedule of 29 
broadcasts, in addition to Steeler 
games, but withdrawal of Atlantic 
Refining Co. from radio-grid scene 
will probably leave town’s indie sta- 
tion only with the Pabst account for 
gridiron season. WWSW was first 
station to air pro football here when 
Steelers were granted a franchise in 
1933. In those days, Al Helfer, now 
in the Navy but more recently Red 


Barber’s assistant at Brooklyn, was | 


the station’s broadcaster. There’s a 


v ae 


possibility that the Victory Network | 


of seven stations, to which 


ball games, may carry some of the 


Steeler broadcasts. 





WMAS’ 10TH ANNI 





| Lining Up Several Special Programs 


For Sept. 1 Birthdzy 
Springfield, Mass., Aug. 25. 
ll be the 10th birth- 


September 1 will 
for WMAS, and Manager Al 


| Marlin is lining up several programs 


| network 
|switched to 


to commemorate the affair. 
tion, which = started with 
affiliation, has 


CBS and moved to the 


| Hotel Charles. 





| 


| 


Of the original staff, only Milton 


| Hale, salesman and Hollywood news- 


caster, remains. His brother, David, 
who was program manager, is now 
with Henry Souvaine, Inc., in N.Y. 
The whereabouts of manager Wil- 
liam Foss and announcer Car] Ja- 
cobs are unknown, but most of the 
others are still in radio. Announcer 
Dick Davis is program manager at 
WNEC; Ward Gardner is announcing 
at WHYN; engineer James L. Spates 
is managing WHAI, and engineer 
Hillis Holt is at WOV. Music Di- 


;rector Milt Ebbins is managing Count 


Basie, while John Donoghue, sing- 
ing announcer, is music editor with 
the Springfield Daily News. 





Minneapolis.—Ralph Lautzenheis- 
er, formerly of KSCJ, Sioux City, 
Ta., 


transmitter technician. 








football | 


| vertising 


| phasizes 


WwWsvw | 


now feeds accounts of Pirates’ base- | , yer . 
" ’ 4 | year, the Fair now is signed up with 





The sta- | 
Yankee | 
since | 


‘Helen Walpole Switches 





has joined the WCCO staff as! ‘Backstage’ 





Minneapolis, Aug. 25. 

Spurred on by the fact that agri- 
cultural purchasing power is at a 
peak for many years, KSTP will 
stage the most elaborate farm audi- 
ence promotion in its history during 
the 1942 Minnesota State Fair next 
week. It will take four programs 
straight to the Fair for airing from 
one of the biggest agricultural cen- 
ters. 

Programs will originate in the 
mammoth 4-H club building, giving 
KSTP a chance to strut its stuff be- 
fore farm club leaders from all of 
the state’s 87 counties. In addition, 
many of the youngsters will have a 
chance to appear on KSTP’s shows 
to carry the station’s story back to 
their home counties. There will be 
giveaways for all youngsters in at- 
tendance. The four programs, all 
keyed to the farm audience, are ‘Al 
and Hank,’ ‘Farm Forum,’ ‘Sunrise 
Roundup’ and ‘Farm Newstime,’ 
regular station features. 

KSTP also will take full advantage 
of its airing of the War Department’s 
‘Army Hour’ to set up another ex- 
tensive booth in the new War Ex- 
hibit’s building, a new Fair feature 
which covers the major part of the 
grandstand ground floor. The sta- 
tion will work with Army and Navy 
exhibitors in setting up the booth, 
which will plug not only the ‘Army 
Hour,’ but also other war-effort pro- 
grams. 

Fair Ups Radio Budget 

In a drive to obtain greater patron- 
age from Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
thus to offset expected loss of some 
transient trade from more distant 
points due to motoring and other 
transportation curtailment, the Min- 
nesota State Fair is using a record 
acount of radio and newspaper ad- 
Current advertising aims 
to sell the show to the city slickers 
and sophisticates to a greater extent, 
ruralites hitherto having been the 
objects of more attention. Copy em- 
two big war shows. 

For the first time, entertainment 
features, instead of agricultural! dis- 
plays, farm education, etc., take pre- 
cedence and are stressed in the copy. 

Amount of air time purchased is 
30% more than a year ago and sets 
a new high mark for the exposition. 
As compared with 17 stations last 


22. Newspaper advertising also has 
been considerably increased. The 
budget has been pruned in other 


directions to permit this expansion 
of radio and newspaper advertising, 
according to H. J. Lund, the Fair's 
publicity head. 

‘Our experience has proved to us 
that our best boxoffice results are at- 
ad- 
vertising,’ says Lund ‘Now that 
we're trying to attract more 
and-out entertainment seekers, 
feel we have to do more selling.’ 


out- 
we 


To ‘Backstage Wife’ Script 


Helen‘ Walpole has been shifted by 
Air Features from the scripting of 
‘Our Gal Sunday’ to ‘Backstage 
Wife.” She retains her other serial 
writing assignment, ‘Stella Dallas,’ 
for the same office. Jane Pierce, 
formerly author of ‘Orphans of Di- 
voree,” is now writing ‘Sunday.’ 
Lawrence Klee, whom Miss Walpole 
succeeds on ‘Backstage,’ continues as 


the scripter of ‘Chaplain Jim, 
U..S. A.’, another Air Features show. 
‘Sunday,’ ‘Backstage’ and ‘Stella 


are all handled by Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert. New York. ‘Sunday’ }S 
sponsored by Anacin on CBS, while 


‘Backstage’ and ‘Stella’ are bank- 
rolled by R. L. Watkins. ‘Chaplain 
Jim’ is a sustainer on the Blue. 

originates in Chicago, 
the others in New York, 
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~ Fitch ‘Bandwagon’ Poll in Milw. Hot 
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Enough to Be a Presidential Election 


+ 





Milwaukee, Aug. 25. 

Ken Harvey and his recently or- 
ganized dance band, declared after 
a recent drug store voting contest 
to be Milwaukee’s most popular or- 
chestra, beating out Steve Swedish 
and his musicians, supposedly the 
town favorites, rode the Fitch 
‘Bandwagon’ in the weekly NBC 
broadcast Sunday night (23). Pre- 
cautions taken against any untoward 
interrupt the 


incident that might 
proceedings in the stronghold of the 


older band proved ample, and a 200- 
people audience, assembled by pub- 
lic address system, helped put the 
show on the air in a manner to all 
outward appearances quite like the 
customary Sunday night broadcast, 
aside from a few boos and light 





heckling quickly squelched by Tobe 
Reed, emcee. 

Thus ended one phase of the band 
popularity voting contest conducted 
py the F. W. Fitch Co., with the 
assistance of the Music Corp. of 
America, in a way that has invited 
widespread criticism and had the 
town in a dither for the past 10 
days. 

Basically a battle between two 
brothers, Jimmy and George Devine, 
who manage rival ballrooms—the 
Modernistic and the Eagles—both 
of which book traveling bands, many 


° . ~ @ 
other interests were involved. Sun- 


day night’s ‘Bandwagon’ broadcast 
was long heralded as a feature of 
the opening Sunday of the Wiscon- 
sin State Fair, so had to be held in 
the Modernistic ballroom on _ the 
State Fair grounds, regardless of the 
fact that Swedish’s band has held 
the fort there for the past five years, 
and the fact that George Devine 
wanted the broadcast shifted to his 
own Eagles’ dance hall. 

But the State Fair moguls, after 
the result of the ‘contest’ was an- 
nounced, dropped all reference to 
the ‘Bandwagon’ broadcast in their 
advertising, although earlier it had 
been regarded as a choice promo- 


tion tieup, and publicized only the | 


fact that ‘By Merit—and Public 
Opinion—It’s Steve Swedish and His 
Band Featured Nightly During the 
State Fair in the Modernistic Ball- 
room. Also, a noticeable omission 
in the State Fair advertising was the 
long used slogan ‘The Fair Without 
a Fake.’ 

George Devine took care of the 
‘Bandwagon’ broadcast advertising, 
however, in his Eagles’ ballroom ads, 


announcing as his attraction the Ken | Victor in an executive capacity. He 


Harvey orchestra, ‘winner of the 
Fitch Bandwagon contest,’ and in 
one ad the boxed line ‘It Must Be 
Hard to Take,’ which was pulled 
after the Better Business Bureau 
protested. 

Proposed injunction to halt the 


broadcast was dropped by Swedish 
to save embarrassment to the State 
Fair officials, with whom his 
tions have long been close, but pos- 
sible future action is hinted. 

An ironical touch was lent pro- 
ceedings by the fact that The Mil- 
waukee Journal, frankly a plugger 
for Swedish over Harvey, was com- 
pelled by NBC commitmen's t» 
air the Harvey band on the ‘Band- 
wagon’ broadcast, although Swedish 
had appeared on three broadcasts 
over WTMJ that same day in the 


te 
1LS 


special programs dedicating loca! 
Radio City. 

Tobe Reed, emcee of the ‘Band 
Wagon’ show, was in town Thurs- 


day inquiring into the local muddle 
and made the suggestion that peace 
might be attained by airing both the 
Harvey and Swedish bands on the 
broadcast. giving each one 15 min- 
utes, but to this proposal Harvey 
Was not agreeable and it is reported 
that the Swedish band may now be 
_ na night on the program during 
‘ne regular season. And for 
ume being, at least, there is a lull 
On the battlefront in which charges 
of fraud and ballot box stuffing were 


ying so vigorously only a few days 
ago, a 


Army Cancels Date 
Detroit, Aug. 25. 





Booking of Joe Vera’s orch into | 


the Book-Cadillac’s Motor Bar has 
been cancelled because of the band 
leader’s induction in the Army, set 
wel Sept. 22, He will wind up his 
stay at Pittsburgh's Roosevelt Sept. 
21, Meanwhile, the Detroit hostelry 


has extended the stay of the Eddie | 


Fritz band, which was scheduled to 
make way for Vera. 

Red Norvo’s band has been booked 
the Club San Diego for Sep- 
mber, 





Ellington’s Film Deal 
Defers Carnegie Concert 





Metro’s signing of Duke Ellington's 
orchestra for ‘Cabin in the Sky’ tem- 
porarily deferred a Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y., concert the band was to have 
done in early October. Filming of 
the band is scheduled to start Sept. 
29. 

Concert, which hadn't been pub- 
licized, has been set back until some 
time in December. It’s supposed to 
be for Allied War Relief. 


Cab Calloway originally was set 
for ‘Cabin,’ but withdrew when dis- 


| satisfied with his role. 


| 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


Mpls. Musicians Now 
Can’t Play Army, Navy 
Benefits on the Cuff 


Minneapolis, Aug. 25. 

The local here has 
passed a rule prohibiting its mem- 
bers from playing any more benefits 
gratis. Rule also applies to shows 
staged for the Army and Navy. Ex- 
celsior Amusement Park, putting on 
performance for Army and Navy 
relief, with all net proceeds entirely 
devoted to those causes, was first to 





musicians 


feel the edict’s effects and had to pay 


the orchestra used. 

Defending the rule, George Murk, 
union head, said that as the result of 
the large number of benefits played 
by Minneapolis musicians during the 
fiscal year ending last April 30, the 
musician members’ income was cff 
more than $100,000 from the precea- 
ing 12 months. Union members, he 
points out, are supporting the war 
effort in all possible ways. 





Murray Quits Col. Records 
May Go With RCA-Victor 


James Murray resigned last week 
as v.p.-general manager of Columbia 
Records. He had been headquar- 
tered at Bridgeport, Conn., main of- 
fice and factory of the company. 

It’s reported he will join RCA- 


| couldn't be reached for comment. 


} 


rela- | 


the | 


Trianon Ballroom, Toledo, reopens 
for the season Sept. 9. Guy Lom- 
bardo’s orchestra will play for one 
night, Sept. 10, and Vaughn Monroe 
comes in for Sept. Il. Cecil Ogle is 
playing at the Flame Club, Duluth, 
where he remains until the Trianon 
opens, thence house band at the 
Trianon for the season. 


das 


For Naval Commission 
Roston, Aug. 25. 
Ranny Weeks, Club Mayfair maes- 
tro, has been commissioned a naval 
lieutenant and left his baton to Billy 
Dooley. 
The past year Weeks has been in 
charge of radio activities for the 
Massachusetts Civilian Defense. 





Capt. Wayne King 
Wayne King has been commis- 
sioned a captain in the Army Spe- 
cialist Corp. 
He will be assigned to’ directing 
a band in one of the training camps. 


Coca-Cola Wil 
Air Bands From 
Camps, Factorie 





New Coca-Cola name band radio 
program, which starts on the Blue 


Sept. 21. will originate in Army 
Camps, Naval bases and defense 
plant auditoriums. Arrangements 


have been made with the War De- 
partment for the two branches of 
service and the War Production 
Board for the factory originations. 

There will be a contest angle to 
the new series, but the details have 
not yet been completed. Late last 
week it was decided to retain the old 
‘Spotlight Bands’ titie, which was 
to have been discarded, because the 
sponsor feels that too much money 
was put into the last series on Mu- 
tual under that title. 


Paul Dudley, of D’Arcy agency, 
will write, direct and be executive 
producer of the series. 


WAR K.0.S CANTON, 0., 





Weeks Drops Baton | 


' 





ODT Gives Negro Bands 3-Month 








_ Trial Respite on Bus Ban, but Limits 


Tours Strictly to Southern Territory 


Jimmy Carr Trying A 


Comeback as Maestro. = recognized 





Jimmy Carr, popular bandleader 
of 20 years or so ago, is leading a 
band on Saturday nights only at the 
Blue Gardens, Armonk, N. Y. Known 
as the ‘Doctor of Melody,’ Carr at 
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Problems 


travelling 


of 
through 


Negro  orchestr: 
the 


the 


is 
have 
(rice of 
which last 
week okayed the use of five busses 


south 
Dy 


efense Transportation, 


| by Negro bands only for a .three- 


'1 and ending Dec. 


one time played the best jobs avail- | 


able in the period during which he | 


Was at a peak. 
at 


He had a long run 
the Silver Slipper nitery, 


month trial beginnine Oct. 
31. During the 
test stretch ‘what's to be tested 
isn’t clear) none of the vehicles must 
leave the southern territory, all 


period 


|} tours beginning and ending there. 


New | 


| York, a top booking club of the pro- | 


i 


| 


hibition era. 


Blue Gardens formerly was a 
neme band stand until gas ration- 
ing clipped its wings. 


Scott’s band was last there. 





Raymond 


| chairmanned 


Mass. Daily Warns Petrillo _ 
His Smith College Ban May 
React Against U. S. Labor 





Springfield, Mass., Aug. 25. 

The blacklisting of Smith College 
by the American Federation of Musi- 
cians because of the hiring of the 
non-union Boston Symphony brought 
from The Springfield Republican 
this week an editorial hint that 
President James C. Petrillo’s action 
may ultimately ‘prove dangerous. 
perticularly because labor has had 
so much support from collegiate 
cirles. 





STOP FOR NAME BANDS, 





O., Aug. 25. 
Dwindling patronage, due largely 


Canton, 





|to the selective service and three 
shift operations in local war plants 


iand the inability to obtain definite 


|band bookings, will result in the 
| closing of Moonlight ballroom at 


|}Meyers Lake Park near here after 
| Labor Day. Moonlight for several 
lyears has been a Sunday stop for 
iname bands playing through the 
Midwest, operating fhe year 

Several weeks ago dancing was 
|shifted from Moonlight to the park’s 
inew open air dansant, where a pol- 


| 


licy of middle-bracket bands has 
| been maintained six nights a week. 
Even under this setup biz has been 


jonly fair. Suspension of dancing at 
ithe park will be a serious blow to 
local since many home-town 
/combos been getting several 
nights a the 


bands, 
have 
week spot. 


at 


| more 


round. | 


In an editorial titled, ‘Mr. Petrillo 
and Smith,’ the paper said in part: 
‘The charge has often been made by 


arch conservatives or reactionaries 
that our colleges are ‘hotbeds of 


radicalism’ and Smith college has 
not escaped occasional attack on the 
ccurageously expressed liberalism of 
various members of its faculty. 


‘Such sympathetic support from 
college circles has unquestionably 


been of large service to the develep- 
ment of the American labor move- 
ment and nowhere have there been 
indignant retorts to such at- 
tacks on liberal professors than in 
labor’s ranks. To deal with Smith 
as Mr. Petrillo has done and to at- 
tempt to to an 
whose liberalism has been outstend- 
ing secms like endangering valuable 
sympathy. One kind of a 
jacket for an educational institution 
may be as bad as another.’ 


dictate 


Harding-Moss Trio opened _in- 
definite engagement Saturday night 
(22) at Fiesta Room of Hotel Roose- 
velt, Pittsburgh, replacing Jee Vera 
Men of Music disbanded with 
into the army. 


whose 
his induction 
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Band Talent Issue 





. »» Special Editions are impressive because their ex- 
traordinary editorial features create a lasting impres- 


. . « That's why VARIETY’S forthcoming 
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| 


ito the trial period. 





It’s estimated that the five busses 
will be able to handle between 40- 
50 in the three months, de- 
pending, of course, on the length of 
any one tour. of all 
bookers directing Negro  ouifits, 
by J Hammond, 
and Judge Hubert De- 
lany, of N. Y. Domestic Relations 
Court, will single out the bands 
which will be allowed the use of the 
busses. 

Cab Calloway and Walter White, 
executive secretary of the National 
Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, are credited with 
securing the consent of the ODT 
Both went to 
Washington several months ago, soon 
after the ODT banned busses for 
orchestra traveling, to plead for the 
Negro combination. They pointed 
out that the southern territory is 
the most lucrative for colored orches- 
tras and the only section of the coun- 
try where they can _ consistently 
make money, but that without busses 
the area is virtually closed to them 


bands 


Committee 


IT 


jazz devotee, 


| because ef Jim Crow regulations on 





institution | 


traight- | 


|lumbia Records. 


+ the pa: t 


trains. 

Despite the logic of the arguments 
presented by Calloway and White, 
the granting of special dispensation 
to Negro bands, even for a three- 
month trial run, was a surprise. Few 
thought the ODT would make ex- 
ceptions to the rule eliminating all 
charter bus work. 


NEW HAVEN LEGION RAPS 
PROV. MUSICIANS LOCAL 


New Haven, Aug. 18. 
Taking the field against the Provi- 
dence, R. I.. musicians’ local, which 
recently fined member $500 for 
appearing at a patriotic gathering, 
local American Legion Post cut 
loose with a blast labelling the deed 


wa 
tii 





a 


‘contemptible, unAmerican, unpa- 
triotic.’ 

Post passed a resolution condemn- 
ing the action and calling upon all 
decent people ‘who choose to call 
themselves citizens and patriots to 
openly and vigorously protest 


in to the 
political, 
nal, la- 
interfere 
the per- 
to tne 


act of dictatorsh 


organization 


against th 
that 
religious, 
or 


no 
fraternal, educati 


end 


shall 
any person in 

of his solemn duty 

Banner.’ 


bor otherwhse, 
with 
formance 


Star Spangled 


Action is an outgrowth of the re- 
cent case in which orch leader Don 
Mario was fined $500 by the Provi- 
dence local after being judged in 
contempt of rules and regulations of 
AFM by appearing personally at the 
gathering, and singing the anthem, 
after permission for the appearance 
of } orchestra had been refuse 


Schrade Vice Crowley 
For Col. on Coast 


replaced 
of the 
of Co- 
last 


Andrew J 
Paul Crowley manager 
Hollywood office and factory 
He took over 


Schrade ha 


a 


Thursday (20). 

Schrade was with the old Colum- 
bia record outfit years ago and for 
three years was head of the 
Radio Transcription Co. of America. 





Bert Niosi’s Tour 


Ottawa, Aug. 25. 
Bert Niosi, actually as well as 
billed ‘Canada’s King of Swing,’ 
takes his holidays this year on one- 
night stands, opening Ottawa Sept. 
11. After that, the Niosi band hits 


Oshawa. Peterboro, London, Hamil- 


, ton, Belleville and Stratford. 


Band has had pot all 


summer 


a Toronto 
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Ennis, 3d, $77,000, Kaye, 2d, 486, 
Both Great in N. Y.; Rey, 556, Hefty 


In Chi, Whiteman Neat 226 in Pitt 


———_——_—_—__—— + 


(Estimates for This Week) 
Duke Ellington, Chicago (Oriental; 
3,200: 28-33-44-55)—‘Sabotage Squad’ 
(Col). Ellington orchestra 
well despite B flicker at $21,000. 


Skinnay Ennis, New York (Para- | 


mount: 3,664; 35-55-85-99) — With 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and stage show 


headed by the Ink Spots (3d wk)... 
| tive. 
from | di 
‘ lira 

surrounding stage talent as wefl as | T@@!o 


House drawing remarkable | bands and talent. 


Band getting hefty support 
screen. 
$77,000 in third week concluded last 
(Tues.) night. 


the $78,000, another smash mark 
made in the second week. 
Horace Heidt, Cleveland (Palace; 


),700: 35-40-45-55-75)—With ‘Lady in 
Jam’ (Col). Looks like smash 
$35,000. 

Ina Ray Hutton, Los Angeles (Or- 


pheum; 2,200; 33-44-55-65)—With 
‘Shut My Big Mouth’ (Col) and 
‘Alias Boston Blackie’ (Col) on 


screen, plus Borrah Minevitch’s gang 
on stage. Satisfactory $16,000. 
Sammy Kaye, New York (Strand; 
2.756; 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10) With 
‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up in second session, with great 
$48,000 in sight after whopping $53,- 


000 opening week. Kaye gets credit | 


for plenty of draw. 

Glenn Miller, Philadelphia (Earle; 
2.768; 35-46-57-68-75)—Not getting 
much help from picture, ‘Spy Ship 
(WB), but looks like a record-break- 


ing $48,000, topping $46,700 set by 
Tommy Dorsey two weeks ago. 


Miller doing seven shows a day. 
Tony Pastor, Washingtog (Capitol; 
3,434; 28-39-44-65)—Plus ‘Pied Piper” 


(20th). Rugged $25,000, with pic- 
ture responsible for much of big 
draw. 

Will Osborne, Boston (RKO Bos- 


ton; 3,200; 40-55-65-75-85)—Plus An- 


drews Sisters and ‘My Favorite Spy’ | 


(RKO). Osborne's first 
here in some seasons. 
good show’ drawing 
$30,000. 

Alvino Rey, Chicago (Chicago: 4.- 
000; 35-55-65-75)—‘Wings for Eagle’ 
(WB) and = King Sisters. Hefty 
money mark in view for this orches- 
tra, pounding out great $55,000. 

Paul Whiteman, Pittsburgh (Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 30-44-55-66)—With ‘Are 
Husbands Necessary’ (Par). No 
help at all from picture, and $22,500 


appearance 
All 


is a nice nod in direction of Jazz 
King. Figured particularly good 


Since Whiteman hasn’t been around 
here in some time. 





Morgan’s New Quartet 


Memphis, Aug. 25. 

Russ Morgan added The Music 
Masters, an instrumental-vocal quar- 
tet, to his band just before leaving 
the Peabody hotel for the Edgewater 
Beach in Chicago. 

Foursome consists of Steve Ve- 
norie, sax-clarinet; Joe Mooney. ac- 


cordion, vocalist and arranger; Tony | 


Federici, bass; and Bobby Dominic, 
guitar. 


doing | 





EDDIE SHERMAN NOW 
ALSO GALE’S COAST REP 


Eddie Sherman has negotiated an 


lagreement with the Moe Gale 
agency in N. Y. under which ke be- 
comes Gale’s Coast representa- 


He will handle all picture and 


bookings for Gale’s colored 


At the same time, Gale worked 


This is only a bit off | out an agreement with Miles Ingalls 
in N. Y. under which the latter will 


represent the agency’s talent for cafe 
work. He will remain independent 


|and does not replace anyone. Harry 
| Lenetska, 


who is connected with 
Gale, continues to supervise theatre 
bookings. 

Sherman, whose main office in N. 
Y. is supervised by Lawrence Golde, 
recently made a deal with Consoli- 
dzted Radio Artists to represent its 
bands and talent in the west. 


Band Bookings 


Jerry Wald, Oct. 7-8, Poli T., 
Waterbury, Conn.; 9, week, Keith T., 
Boston; 16-18, Metropolitan T., Provi- 
dence; 19, week, Plymouth T., Wor- 
cester, Mass.; 25-27, Lyric T., Bridge- 
port, Conn.; 30, week, Palace T., 
C'eveland: Nov. 19, week, Adams 
T.. Newark, N. J. 

Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis, Sept. 8, in- 
def., Summit, Baltimore. 














around | 
bell-ringing | 


Barney Rapp, Aug. 29, indef., Sea 
Girt Inn, Sea Girt, N. J. 
| Louis Prima, Sept. 8, Palomar B., 
Norfolk, Va.; 25, Royal T., Baltimore. 

Carl Hoff, Sept. 4, week, New 
| Yorker hotel, New York. 
| Johnny Long, Sept. 4, RKO Keith’s 
|T. Boston. 
| Herbie Kay, Sept. 1-7, Casino, 
Lake Worth, Fort Worth, Tex.; 9-10, 
Ritz T., Muskogee, Okla.; 21, two 
weeks, Plantation, Houston. 

Leo Reisman, Oct. 28, indef., Rain- 
| bow Room, New York. 
| Inkspots-Lucky Millinder, Sept. 4- 
19, Apollo T., New York; 11-16, 
Adams T., Newark, N. J.: Fox T., 
Brooklyn; 25-Oct. 1, Earle T., Phila- 
| delphia; Oct. 2-8, Stanley T., Pitts- 
| burgh, Pa.; 9-15; Palace T., Cleve- 
| land; 16-22, RKO, Dayton. 
Cab Calloway, Sept. 2-8, Orpheum 


lr, Los Angeles; 16-22, Golden Gate 
1'T.. San Francisco; 24, Civic Aud., 
| San Jose, Cal.; 26, Aud., Sacramento; 
127. Sweet's B., Oakland; 28, Civic 


Aud., Oakland, Cal. 


Manie Sachs’ Dad Ill 


Manie Sachs, head of Columbia 
Records’ N. Y. office, has spent most 
o£ the last week at the bedside of 


| his father, very ill at the Graduate 
| hospital, Philadelphia. 

| 

Elder Sachs became ill a week ago 
| Sunday (16) and past Friday suf- 
fered a stroke. 

















| 


| 


All Under the 








Hollywood 
Goes Glaser? 


; ‘qawn—dJust Completed 
Les Brown hven DAYS’ LEAVE,” RKO 


: —Now— 
Louis Armstrong cx Rin IN THE SKY,” M-G-M 


Lionel Hampton—now—Casa Manana 


Stuff Smith —Now—Trouville Club 


JOE GLASER- 


30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 


Management of 














On Benny Opener Oct. 4 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 


Harry James will be in the music 
corner when Jack Benny pies open 
the radio seascn Oct. 4 in N. Y. with 
the accent on Grapenuts. Script 
will have a piece of. business about 
‘where’s Phil Harris?’ 
joins the show 
though there’s talk that Benny 
favors Abe Lyman in the event 
Harris is called into the service. 


| Harry James’ Band Spot 
| 
| 


Harris later, al- 





Guy Lombardo 
Hot in South; 
$5,000 at Bham 


(Estimates) 

Charlie Barnet (Pleasure Beach, 
Bridgeport, Conn., Aug 23). Heavy 
rain stopped Barnet just short of go- 
ing into percentage; about 1,250 
dancers at $1.10, good, considering. 

Reggie Childs (Brookline C. C., 
Philadelphia, Aug. 22). Childs did 
well here considering lack of name; 
played to 575 customers at $1.10. 
Brookline may run through fall and 
possibly winter. 

Chuck Foster (Totem Pole B.,, 
Auburndale, Mass.. Aug. 17-22). 
Foster built fine following here in 
three weeks of first eastern showing; 
closing six-day stretch played to 
12,000 dancers at $1.45 pair for great 
$7,250 gross. 

Louis Jordan (Savoy B., Chicago, 


Aug. 15). Jordan, who got a great 
boost from his recording of ‘Out- 


skirts of Town,’ drew 3,400 people 
here, grossing $2,497; 1,800 paid 75c, 
1,500 at 90c and remainder service 
men at 35c. 


Guy Lombardo (Municipal Aud., 
Birmingham, Ala., Aug. 22). Lom- 
bardo has been proving a _ potent 


draw in his first trip this far south in 
years. He pulled approximately 5,000 
dancers here at $1.10 and has done 
equally well on other stops. 


Teddy Powell (Convention Hall, 
Asbury Park, N. J., Aug. 22). Un- 


bearable heat hurt Powell plenty, yet 
he made some money for the spot. 
Drew approximately 1,100 at $1. Not 
good, but not bad considering. 





| On the Upbeat 











Bob Allen 
land Ballroom, 
for three weeks. His current spot at 
Pelham Heath Inn, Pelham, N. Y., 
hasn’t been filled yet. 


band 
New 


returns to Rose- 


Bennie LaGasse, alto sax, replaced 
George Bone with Charlie Barnet; 
Bernie Privin, trumpet, replaced 
Charlie Zimmerman; Mack Marlow 
vice Bill Robertson, trombone. 

Jack Palmer, singer-trumpeter, for- 
mealy with Alvino Rey, joined Vido 
Musso this week. Margie Ryan re- 
placed vocalist Dottie Reid. 


| oe 
} 








Joe Marsala’s new band to get | 
|\four NBC broadcasts a week from 
|Log Cabin, Armonk, N, Y. 


McFarland Twins band replaces 
|Dick Stabile at Dempsey’s Restau- 
rant, New York, Sept. 7; 
Mutual wires 

Bob Crosby band signed for Frank 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J., opening Oct. 8, its first stay 
there. 
| 
| Nick Fatool remains as Alvino Rey 
| drummer; Dick Farrell, from Bobby 
| Byrne, was to replace but the Army 
| got him first. 








} 
Frankie Newton is scheduled to 
|follow Sabby Lewis at the Savoy 
'Cafe, Boston, in mid-September, 
with latter mulling bids for New 
York’s Famous Door and Savoy 
Ballroom. 

Mickey Ross doubling this week 
between staff job at WJAS, Pitts- 
burgh, and West View Park, Pitt. 

Billy Leach, vocalist formerly with 
Raymond Scott, joined Guy Lom- 
bardo. 





Lorraine Benson, formerly with 
Orrin Tucker and Will Osborne, has 














York, Sept. 6 | 





| job here and continues well. 


gets | 








Bands at Hotel B. O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holidey price.) 





Covers Totat 

e Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Masry dames 1... Astor CLOG: TEED) cccccccccccccss 5 6,750 6,750 
Ray Heatherton . Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)..... ocecccss he 600 10,195 
Xavier Cugat* ,..Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)...... cocccee 8 3,100 22.995 
Johnny Long ....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 15 2,025 31,200 
Lani McIntire ...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..... cooee 28 1,475 41,550 
Glen Gray ...... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 6 1,875 12,500 
Jerry Wald’..... Lincoln (225; 75c-$1)............... 20 650 13,350 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 





Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). No dimout effects here 
and another 5,000 covers posted by this idol of the dress crowd. 

Joe Reichman” (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Reichman has cut himself a4 
career here. The way he’s going means that Boniface Joe Faber won't 
have to look around for a replacement for some months yet. Tally sheet 
will show around 5,500, with wekends positively capacity. 





Chicago 


Tommy Tucker (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). 
Tucker has turned an excellent job here and will figure as surefire band 
attraction around these parts from here on in. Came through niftily last 
week with bang-up 4,200. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Jimmy 
Joy hitting the ball sharply for this room and his air-time has made him 
strong midwest favorite. Came up with fine 2,800 people last week. 

Charlie Spivak (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 800; $1.25-$2.50 min.). 
Spivak orchestra is the big noise of the territory. Smash returns in ini- 
tial week and looks to jam throughout his stay. Ropes up every night for 
wow 6,300 patrons in first set. . 

Charlie Murray ‘Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.). 
Carlos Ramirez as floor attraction and biz okay at 1,500 tabs. 





\ 


Boston 


Nat Brandwynne (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton hotel; 350; $1 cover). After 
two sellout evenings of previous week, Carol Bruce, topping new show, 
was responsible for continued terrific biz with 2,700 covers, plus equally 
fine dinner sessions. Brandwynne’s eighth week. 

Ray Morton (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). On her second 
week, Hildegarde drew 2,000 covers, biggest business in several months. 
Dinner trade also big. Morton's sixth week. 


Minneapolis 


Frankie Gelson (Minnesota Terrace; Nicollet hotel; $1.50-$2 min.). 
Dorothy Lewis’ ice revue, ‘Symphony on Skates,’ continued its great pace 
in seventh week, averaging 760 guests nightly. A fine clip that has been 
maintained throughout engagement. Gelson (local) orch, playing for show 
and dancing, well liked. 


Philadelphia 
Herby Woods (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50- 
$2 min.). Woods and his boys continue to attract good supper crowds 
with 1,439 customers checking in last week. Nat Brandwynne is penciled 
in for Sept. 26. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

Woody Herman (Palladium B, Hollywood, fifth week). This lad con- 
tinues to top himself and will push the count up around 27,000. Matty 
Malneck and his intermish crew helping. Abe Lyman, who surprised on 
his last visit, comes in Sept. 1. 

Lionel Hampton (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal., first week). He's 
not too well known here and will have to build on his own. Should get 
up around 7,000 on his bow-in week. 

Count Basie (Trianon B, Southgate, Cal., first week). Opening night 
pulled terrif 1,700 and if the pace doesn’t slacken he'll chalk up a whop- 
ping 9,000 on the week. 

Johnny Richards (Casino B, Hollywood, second week). Building strong 
for a newcomer and may run up the count to around 5,000. 

Ted Fio Rito (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood, seventh week). It's 
pretty much the same old story here—around 5,000 on the week. Fio Rito 
is secondary draw to Nils Granlund’s floor show. 

(Chicago) 

Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Benny Fields head- 
lining show and bringing in fine trade, with Franklin orchestra contin 
uing. At 4,200 last week. 

Art Jarrett (Blackhawk; 500: $1.25 min.). Jarrett has turned in good 
Hit 2,800 last week. 














4 en 
joined Freddy Nagel’s band, which 

opened last week at Bill Green’s ATTENTION 
Casino, Pittsburgh. She _ replaced 


Barbara Carroll. 

a 
to the Les 
Brown is at | 


} 
| 


‘NAME’ BANDS! 


Write us regarding possible 
engagements. (New room 
opens in September.) State 
past engagements and giv® 
complete details. 


Roberta Louise added 
Brown band as vocalist. 
Elitch Gardens, Denver. 























Dale Caporossi, tenor sax saad HOTEL DIXIE 
joined Tee Ross's orchestra at Craig 250 West 43d Street New York 
Beach, near Youngstown. 











NOT GREEN 


HOTEL ASTOR, NEW YORK, SEPT. 14 
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Arnold Again Reverses Himself: 
Letter to Kaye Now Says It’s OK For 
ASCAP Writers to Do Biz with BMI 


Thurman 
attorney general, has reversed him- 
self again in connection with the 
consent decree that had _ been 
granted ASCAP by the Government. 
His latest ‘interpretation,’ as ob- 
taiaed by Sydney M. Kaye, of 
Broadcast Music, Inc., makes it pos- 
sible for the latter organization to 
prevail upon ASCAP writers to is- 


sue gratuitous licenses to  broad- 
casters. 


Arnold's letter to Kaye was dated 
Aug. 18. It was on Aug. 10 that the 
board of directors of the Music 
Publishers Protective Assn. voted to 


advise the Department of Justice | 
not | 


that it regretted that it could 
submit an affidavit showing how its 
members would be damaged by the 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
ban on recording, since it 


+ 


Arnold, assistant U. S. | 





(the | 


| 


MPPA) had no facts on which to | 


base such an estimate. A number 
of the MPPA directors are also di- 
rectors of ASCAP and it was no 
secret that this group voted with no 
little trepidation on the answer that 
was to be given the D of J’s request. 
It was also no secret at the time 
that the effect -such an answer 
might have on the Consent Decree 
weighed heavily in the deliberation 
of these ASCAP-MPPA publishers. 

Arnold, letter to 
Diamond, ASCAP 


in a 
special counsel, 


issue a 


a member of ASCAP to 





Milton | bow 





Paine Accuses Kaye 


John G. Paine, ASCAP gen- 
eral manager, declared Monday 
(24) that Sidney M. Kaye, BMI 
vV.p., appeared to be trying to 
build up a situation where BMI 
could raid the society. Paine 
said that if Kaye sought to in- 
duce ASCAP writers to grant 
gratuitous licenses to radio sta- 
tions, Kaye would be doing 
something that Thurman Arnold, 
assistant U.S. attorney general, 
stated Kaye couldn’t do. 

Paine added that he didn't 
know what disciplinary action 
Kaye was talking about, and that 
even most professional agitators 
didn’t consider fighting ASCAP 


. mealas merared p 
a popuiar proceaure any more. 


MILLS’ OPENING 








SHOT FOR SPA 


C. Mills last week made his 
to publishers as general man- 
of the Songwriters Protective 


EF. 


ager 


stated July 13, ‘The decree permits peraner He did it in the form of a 
| 


‘gratuitous’ license to a user. How- 
ever, such arrangement must be 
made between the member and the 
user without aid or inducement 
from any third party. Any attempt 
by BMI to induce an ASCAP mem- 
ber to issue such a license, by what- 


ever means, would violate the ex- 
press terms of the decree.’ 

In his answer to letters sent him 
by Kaye on July 29 and Aug. 14; 
Arnold remarked that John G. 


Paine,. ASCAP general manager, 
Kaye complained, was construing 
the above citation’ from Arnold’s 
Jetter as meaning that ‘ASCAP has 
the right institute disciplinary 
action against any member who 
seeks to discuss or advise any third 
party, including BMI, concerning the 
issuance direct to users of perform- 


Ing 


as 


Lo 


licenses.’ 








| equal 





| 


! 


circular letter, which he described 
as ‘a completely friendly greeting 
to each of the music publishing 
firms who have signed the basic | 
agreement with our association.’ 
Mills assured the publishers that 
it will be his policy to approach 


every problem thst concerns the re- 
lations between SPA. members and 
publishers in a constructive form. 
In a further bid for the good wishes 
of ‘the publishers, Mills’ wrote, 
‘Writers cannot possibly prosper un- 
less their publishers are also prosper- 
Publishers will always need 
best possible material, and I 


Ous. 


the 


|think that it is most likely to be had 


‘This,’ continues Arnold's letter of 
Aug. 18, ‘is too narrow an interpre- | 
tation of the language of my letter 


Discussions between 
third parties (including BMI) and 
ASCAP member for the purpose 


of determining the three and volun- 


of July 13 


an 


tary wishes of any ASCAP membe! 
In connection with the issuance of 
performing licenses direct to users 
is not prohibited by the decree pro- 
vided such third party offers no 
secret inducement.’ 

Kaye’s personal statement which 
accompanied copies of Arnold’s 


distributed last week, de- 
clares that ‘this letter (Arnold's) is 
a vindication of BMPs position that 


ASCAP members, under the decree, 


le Lter, 


aS 


may issue gratuitous licenses per- 
mitting the performance by broad- | 
casters of works published by BMI 


and its affiliates.’ Also that ‘ASCAP 
has no right to institute disciplinary 


action against any ASCAP member 
who freely and voluntarily issues 
such licenses.’ Kaye’s statement 
goes on to announce that, in accord 
ance with Arnold’s letter, BMI ex- 
pects to ‘publish the works of a 


number of ASCAP writers who have 
indicated their intention to grant 
£ratuitous licenses directly to broad 
casting stations.’ 

Meanwhile, ASCAP writers ex- 
press themselves as bewildered by 
Arnold’s' manifold interpretations. 
In July it was wrong for them to 
do business on performing rights 
with BMI, but in August they find 
that it’s okay even though Arnold's 
taboo reference to BMI in the July 
13 letter specifically stated, ‘by 
whatever means.’ 


from writers who are reasonably 
contented and are fairly treated.’ 


Dorsey Bros.’ New Music 
Company Incorporates 


Albany, N. Y., Aug. 25. 


Dorsey Bros. Music, Inc., was char- 
tered here to deal in musical works. 
Capital, 200 shares no par value. Di- 
rectors, James F. Dorsey, Thomas 
EF. Do sey George Marlo, all of New 
York 

Wittenberg, Carrington & Farns- 
worth, filing attorneys, 

Geo. Marlo Prof. Mgr. 

Dorsey Bros. Music is new firm 
set up by Jimmy and Tommy Dor 


affiliation 
band 


business 
co-led a 


sey, their first 
since thre 
than five years ago. 


two 


Tommy's 
anda Billy 


Leonard Vannerson, 
manager, is_ treasurer, 

Burton, Jimmy’s manager, 
Directers are the two Dorseys, John 
J. Manning attorney, Wil- 


V.p., 


Jimmy’s 


liam Farnsworth, Tommy’s attorney 
and George Marlo, who will be pro- 
fe " ser, Whe é Vi 
! 1 interest in the fi ! he 
s one of the directors, 1s unvel 


Still Digging? 


Professional Music Men ran off 
|eighth annual golf tournament yes- 
|terday (Tues.) at Glen Oaks course 
Little Neck, L. L, 
sic men are members. Divot 
ging began early and ended 
|too late for ‘Variety’s’ deadline. 

Prizes this year are all 
Bonds. 


War 


in 

















BA, 


Song dadicaled Yo Yu 


oa AV 


AND._HIS ORCHESTRA 


cure" NEW PELHAM HEATH INN- 


indefinite Engagement 
WOR. Mutual-Coast-to-Coast 


Personal Mgmt. Dick GEORCE Direction:' GENERAL AMJSEMENT CORP, 





ithe initial quarter of °42. 


more |} 
Jimmy is presi- | 
dent of the new company, Tommy is | 


secretary. | 


where many mu- | 
dig- | 
late— | 


| City. 


This compares with net profit of 
| $383,591, equal to $1.02 on 376,657 
shares outstanding in the corre- 


| to the regular quarterly dividend of 


Kaycee Dissolves 


| 

Albany, Aug. 

Kaycee Music Co., 
dissolved. 


Papers were filed with the secre- 
tary of state by the N. Y. law firm 
of Miller & Miller. 


25. 


Inc., has been 





Kaycee was set up by Leeds Music 
Corp. last year to take care of the 
acquisition of part of the catalog | 
of the Jenkins Music Co., of Kansas 








DECCA'S 6-M0. 
NET, $379,783 


Consolidated net profit of Decca 


for the six months 
1942, 


(unaudited) 


Records, Inc., 
ended June 30, amounted to 
$379,783 after all Fed- 
eral income and excess profits taxes, 


calculated at the rate provided for 


in the House bill of 1942. This is 
to 98c per share on 388,325 
shares of capital stock outstanding | 
at June 30, 1942. 


sponding period of 1941. 

Directors of Decca declared an ex- 
tra dividend of 10c a share on the 
company's capital stock, in addition 


15c a share. Both are payable Sept. | 
29. 1942, to stockholders of record | 
Sept. 15, 1942. 





Decca Royalties on Even | 
Keel, But Victor, Col., 
Off 5, 10% in 2d Quarter 


Decca Record Co.’s business during 
the second quarter of this year was 
apparently good was for | 
The roy- 
alty payments to publishers for the 
two periods hardly differed. 


as it 


as 


The royalty statements issued by | 


Victor and Columbia for second} 
quarter showed a drop of 5% and 
10%, respectivel.y as compared to 


the distribution to publishers for the 
previous quarter of this year. 


Moe Jerome and Jack Scholl writ- 


ny music for poems by Walt Whit- | 
man in the Warners patriotic short, 
America Singing.’ 


I Hear 


Victor Tells Music Pubs It Wil 


Continue to Record, Despite Petrillo: 
Wont Use Scahs or Strikebreakers 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers _ 


(Week of Aug 


22) 


Wears Silver Wings Shapiro 


Idaho ee tae are ee Mills 
Left Heart Canteen Army 
Always in Heart .. Remick 
Jingle Jangie ...... Paramount 


.Santly 


My Devotion eS 
... Crawford 


Johnny Doughboy 


Careful My Heart........Berlin 
Sleepy Lagoon .....Chappell 
Who Wouldn't Love Maestro 
Got Gal Kalamazoo........BVC 


- Famous 
..C. Fischer 
BVC 

Harms 


One Dozen Roses 
Army Air Corps. 
Take Me ey ree 
Worth Fighting For 








CLAIMS ‘CLIFFS 


INFRINGEMENT 


The music business axiom that a 
smash hit is bound to bring an in- 


fringement claim has fitially applied | 


to ‘White Cliffs of Dover.’ Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co., publisher of this 
song, which sold over 500,000 copies 
in this country, heard about such a 
claim last week. 

“A Chicago lawyer wrote that he 
had been retained by Donald Garri- 


son to take the proper action over 
what he claimed was a similarity 
between the melody of his number, 
‘Wild Roses,’ and that of ‘White 
Cliffs.’ ‘Roses,’ said the lawyer, was 
written in 1933, but not copyrighted 
until 1942. ‘White Cliffs’ was copy- 
righted in 194] 


NBC and CBS also received letters 
from the same lawyer, advising 
them to cease performing ‘Cliffs.’ 


Sammy Fain to M-G 


Metro has signed Sammy Fain to 
its cleffing staff. He trains for the 
Coast tomorrow and will work with 
ithe Arthur Freed unit. 

Deal set by A. & S. Lyons office 

Morris Stoloff supervising musical 
backgrounds for ‘My Sister Eileen’ 


at Columbia. 


+ eres 


RCA-Victor ha in 


ning ina 


mue 


pub] istry that it does 
not propose to stop recording as the 
result of the such 
the Federation 


of Musicians. 


ban imposed on 


work by American 


The publishers were 
that Vic- 
| tor will not engage any strikebreak- 


assured at the same time 


ers scabs in making dance 


ords while the AFM shutdown 


or rece 


pre- 


| vails. While Victor was contacting 
| the publishing business, the other 
| . 

| recording companies elected to .tand 


huge stacks of masters 
before the ban 


| pat on 
|turned out just 
lcame effective. 
The 
word 
| through 


they 
be- 


music publishers 
Victor’: 


received 
latest intentions 
Walter G. Douglas, 
'man of the Music Publishers 
tective Assen. Frank Walker, 
recording chief, and Leonard Joy, 
Victor recording manager, met with 
Douglas, Friday (21), and asked him 
to advise MPPA members that Vic- 
| tor would be glad to have the pubs 
|submit any new tunes which they 
| proposed to exploit during Novem- 
| ber and Decmber. The pubs were 
{also told that Victor would appre- 
| ciete the loan of stock dance ar- 
|; rangements of such tunes in manue- 
|script forms if the actual printing 
job has not as yet been completed 


of 
chair- 
Proe- 


RCA 


not disclose where or 
do the recording of 
this new music. Speculation on the 
subject in publisher circles was 
divided. Some thought that Victor 
would have the stencilling done in 
Mexico, while were of the 
opinion that Victor proposed to use 
an elaborate voice group in the 
background to give the effect of 
| instrumental ensemble 


| Victor did 


{how it would 


others 


an 


Hold Song Bootlegger 


U. S. Commissioner John Fay held 
Joseph Galluzzo, alias Kelly, of 
Brooklyn, in $500 bail last week after 
the latter had pleaded guilty of dis- 

| tributing illegal songsheets. The FBI 
agents who arrested him found 3,500 


song sheets in his car. 
Galluzzo denied knowing who 
printed the _ sheets He said he 


bought them from a person he knew 
only as ‘Louis.’ 
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For 5 consecutive weeks! 


The most played song from Glenn Miller's new picture 


AT LAS 


Lyric by Mack Gordon 


1629 Broadway 





Music by Harry Warren 


From the 20th Century-Fox Picture, ‘“Orchestra Wives’’ 


LON MOONEY, Prof. Mar 
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Nix on Mush and Gush Tunes By BBC 
A Pain to Singers As Well As Pubs 


London, Aug. 15. 
The request by 
casting Corp. to music publishers to 
cease publishing tearjerkers is caus- 
ing plenty of headache and heart- 
ache in Tin Pan Alley. The further 
publishers go, the less they seem to 
know what the BBC wants, with 
producers, who are generally help- 
ful, being in just as great a quan- 
dary. 

Performers are having a bad time, 
too, over this edict. Extensive de- 
letions are made on eve of broad- 
casts and, as ethering now takes place 
hundreds of miles away from Lon- 


don, they find it very 
alter their programs at a moment’s 
notice. 

Although BBC is very reticent 
about the numbers it is tabooing, | 
there is definitely a bar against 
mush, gush and slush. A few execs 


have drawn up a list of songs that 

and the number is quite ex- 
Here's the list: 

Waik By’ (Campbell, 


are out 
tensive. 
‘You 
nelly ). 
‘So Ends a Lovely Dream’ (Caven- 
dish Music Co.). 
‘Home Coming’ 


Con- 


(Bradbury-Wood). 


‘Comrade, or ‘Tovarich’ (Cine- 
phone). 
‘Sweet Love’s Dream’ (Feldman). 


‘Singing Sands of Alamosa’ (Feld- 
man). 

‘Good Night, Daddy’ (Francis, 
& Hunter). 

‘Song of Hope’ (Chappell). 


‘So Deep Is the Night’ 
Prowse). 

‘Where the Tree-Tops Touch the 
Sky’ (Lawrence Wright). 

‘When It’s Moonlight on the Nile’ 
(Moon Music Co.). 

‘Hold Back the Dawn’ 
rice). 

‘If You Haven't 
(Campbell, Connelly). 
‘Miss You’ (C. C.). 
‘Autumn Nocturne’ (Chappell). 

‘I Tried to Say I Love You’ (Cine- 
phone). 


Day 


(Keith, 


(Peter Mau- 


Got Dreams’ 


‘On the Street of Regret’ (Dash). 

‘Somewhere Somebody Cares 
About You’ (Dash). 

‘Come Back My Love’ (Keith, 


Prowse). 


‘This Love of Mine’ (Sterling). 


‘Four or Five Times’ (Keith. 
Prowse). 

‘T'll Just Close My Eyes’ (Camp- 
bell, Connelly ). 

‘Tears in Champagne’ (Southern | 


Musie Co.). 

‘Moonlight Cocktail’ (Chappell). 

It can be observed 
sufferers are Campbell - Connelly, | 
which has had four numbers 
thumbed down, including ‘Miss You,’ 
which recently 
spot 


the British Broad- | 


difficult to 


that biggest 


reached top selling | 
Keith, Prowse have three, in- | 


semi-classic ‘So Deep Is 
the Night.’ while Chappell’s three 
has likewise a semi-classic in ‘Song 
of Hope’ and ‘Moonlight Cocktail,’.a 
near top-seller, 

Only section likely to benefit by 
the new BBC regulation is the 
straight singer in vaudeville. He or 
she invariably charges for putting 
songs over, with a much bigger fee 
if getting it on the air. With air 
plugs out, singers are holding out for 
more coin for music-hall plugs. This 
new take seems to be working with 
some publishers, with singers reap- 
ing a new and unexpected harvest. 


cluding the 











War Songs 


! 


tt, Continued from page 3 








| vey them as well as those who con- 
ceive them, will be asked to help 
whip up public enthusiasm by re- 
viving the old 1917-18 idea that ‘a 
nation that sings can never be 
beaten.’ 


Lewis Sifting Songs 

Out of the response to his N. Y. 
remarks, Lewis has sifted numerous 
compositions now being analyzed and 
evaluated by a secret trade commit- 
tee described as ‘a group of disin- 
terested publishers.” Some contri- 
butions—obviously those of third- 
rate tunesmiths or amateur poets— 
were wastebasketed at the outset, 
but the residue contains numbers 
showing possibilities. When the sift- 
ing is over, it is contemplated the 
compositions will be returned to 
their authors who will be sent a 
list of publishers seriously interested 
in getting good war music. At any 
rate, Lewis has no idea of acting as 
auctioneer, umpire, or sales agent. 


The incoming mail includes letters 
from publishers promising to coop- 
erate, and expressing interest in see- 
ing any contributions that seem 
worthwhile. The letter-writers also 
included publishers who tell Lewis 
he was right, but it isn’t their fault 
that this war so far has been ac- 
companied by a dearth of rousing 
tunes—that the networks or the re- 
cording companies or the publishers 
or the writers or somebody else 
should be blamed. 

It’s possible the Federal authorities 
will solicit help of dance directors 
and film producers, as well as tune- 
i smiths, publishers, broadcasters, and 
| musicians. For instance, new dances 
| designed specially for some of the 
| hoped-for might be popular- 
ized via the stage, screen and maga- 
| zines. Musical pictures could be 
| built around martial airs. 





songs 


Downes in the Times 


























| ‘The Song Of The Hour’ 


| | NEED AMERICA 
| (America Needs Me) 


x * * 
All Material Available 
@® BAND 


@ DANCE ORCH. 
@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 


AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. 
9153 Sunset Blvd. 
Hollywood. Calif. 





a column to the need for and the} 


| ticular 

| touched 

i lack 
part: 


emphasis on a hitherto 
and tragic reason 
of top war tunes. 


for the| 


‘For this present war is a soberer 
| war than the last one, and the ome 
eration that fights it has to fight 
and Overcome tragic misrepresen- 
|tations as it goes deliberately and| 
| with unglamorous resolve to its ter- 
|rible task. 


to end war was on. That 














Whereas the rising 











oe 


ee 


{ity the men who had a rendezvous 
| with 




















WALKING 
THE FLOOR 
OVER YOU 


With Bo 


(Decca 


Ernest Tubb (Decca 5958) Dick Robertson 


AMERICAN*MUSIC, Inc. 


Bing Crosby 
b Crosby’s Bob Cats (Decca 18371) 


4189) Bob Atcher 


(Okeh 6496) 


$153 Sunset Bivd., 
Hollyweed 








=| Olin Downes, music ed of the New | 
| York Times, on Sunday (23) devoted would stop 


| scarcity of new war songs with par-| hasn’t been necessary to use the re- 
un-| 


He said in 





| 


In the First World War | 
i there was no question of the issues! 
iinvolved and no doubt that a war! 
is fact. | 
generation of 


Not Worth Publishing 





Tin Pan Alley publishers have 
yet to accept a sung dealing 
with or inspired by the Women’s 
Auxiliary Army Corp. (WAAC) 
or the Women American Volun- 
teer Enlistment Services 
(WAVES). 

Manuscripts on the two themes 
have been submitted by profes- 
sional as well as amateur 
writers but apparently none of 
them has been worth publishing. 








today has approached the _ issue 
from so different an angle of vision 
that it can hardly believe the for- 
mer state of mind _ existed. In 
the First World War there were 
dissenters and cynics, of course. 
There were vaporous intellectuals, 
soft-handed dilettates, conscien- 
tious objectors and fifth column- 
ists, too. But in the great major- 


with a flaming 
faith to meet it. There was also 
the fact that war had not yet lost 
its heroic glory. That came later 


death went 


‘These are perhaps fundamental 
reasons why we haven't yet our war 
songs, gallant and intrepid, as the 
Russian soldiers of today, for ex- 
ample, have such song» in the most 
astonishing and _ inspiring abund- 
ance. We have not only to win a 
war, but, as a people, to win back 
a faith, When men have a faith 
they sing. Lacking it, living music 
has never yet been fabricated. 
Such a renewal of faith, and such 
a reality of feeling, born of crisis 
and need, might even, in the course 
of events, do something for Ameri- 
can music.’ 





No Tear-Jerkers 
Philadelphia, Aug. 25. 
Tear-jerking ballads and _  senti- 
mental sob-songs have been placed 
on the taboo list by the Philly Stage 
Door Canteen. 


‘With most of the service men 
coming here from all parts of the 
country, they’re bound to be a trifle 
homesick and we don’t want them 
to be made worse by some teary 
tenor or soulful soprano singing 
about home and mother,’ said Lin- 
coln Wilmerton, canteen stage adi- 
rector. 


A list has been posted in the dress- 
ing rooms of the canteen with the 
verboten ballads. The list includes: 

‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ ‘Remem- 
ber Pearl Harbor,’ ‘Dear Mom,’ 
‘Miss You,’ ‘My Buddy.’ 

Also on the restricted list 
‘Star Spangled Banner.’ 
explained that the 
them is restricted 
it was played it 
the men to rise, 
and 

‘We're not unpatriotic, but we} 
want the men to relax when they’re 
here,’ he said. 

Wilmerton, however, disclosed 
that a recerding of the ‘Star Spang- 
led Banner’ is kept handy in case 
there’s ever a brawl. Playing it 
the fight as everyone 
would have to hop to attention. It 


is the 
Wilmerton 
reason the an- 
is that each ime 
would necessitate | 
stand at attention 





cording yet. 


OWI GETS ITS WISH, 
NAVY RELIEF GETS COIN 


Frank lalate: author of the cur- 
rent hit, ‘Jingle, Jangle,’ has turned 
out ‘Praise the Lord and Pass the 
| Ammunition,” which Famous Music | 
is publishing and whose royalties | 
entirely are 
| songsmith to the Navy Relief Fund. 
| The song is written around a widely | 
| quoted expression of a Navy chap- | 
| lain made while on duty with a task | 
force in the Pacific last winter, and 








is the type of ‘realistic, worthy’ 
| patriotic song which the Office of 
| War Information approves. 


| radio for OWI, 


In fact, William B. Lewis, chief of | 


has okKayed ‘Praise 


‘the Lord.’ | 


salute. ez 


| Chicago branch, 
|dorph in charge. 


being donated by the | tin 





NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 





Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 


networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—as represented by WEAF. 


Compilation herewith covers week 
17-23) 
based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular source 2 tor 


WABC and WOR, N. Y. 


Monday through Sunday (Aug. 


music publishing industry 
TITLE 





WJZ, 
beginning 


from to 1 am., and is 


5 p.m. 


PUBLISHER TOTAL 

Be Careful, My Heart—:‘Holiday Inn’...... ae “4 
**Left Heart at Canteen......... oexev Ree oC. fot 31 
At Last—?‘Orchestra Wives’............... : ~~ 7 eepanes 29 
WOOGTS Oil TUVOE WOES . on oc ncicccccceeveseses Se en 26 
Pe Be ee Pekccreasscevbcnt reba sebisibe Oe ere. ene” 
Just Though You Here................+... re" 
Dy SL p GRA Ned Cneedeberbocscendieeeccees eee ey 
Got Gal Kalamazoo—?‘Orchestra Wives’.......BVC ......... Ste. 
This Worth Fighting For. . tenes RRO 
Jingle Jangle errr ee eee A nae a) 
*Was It Worth ihn ACCA oti agg eT nee. 
I WOOL 6 bn ok bce ce veuseesss ne . Seer gage 
Conchita Lopez—;‘Priorities On P arade’..... | rr Tt ae 
“Love is a Song—?tBambl’. ..... 2... ccccccscs ME Naitrssiackenceveen DT 
WEE kaw eeeebuvateecern se csawercedes | eer ee, 
Always In Heart—?*‘Always In NT or. d55 9 En er eee ee, 
oe RET ECU TOL ETOER CEE Eee i ee 15 
*Paper Doll ro Sy Teer ORE heen eee eo a ree gs 
Do You Miss Sweetheart Veiee al. de Wel melee - Paramount » EB 
*Who Wouldn't Love You : ee . 13 
Strictly Instrumental Kates OS 12 

There'll Never Be Another ; ; - Morris .12 
MOET WHMINTE BROT occ ccc eerie weedenenee Crawford ....... 12 
ee epee reer rT rer rT ee eee 11 
One Dozen Roses....... es ro , 1 
Get Leg Chicken—#‘Seven ‘Days’ “Leav e’ were re ee a ee 10 
en CN 0. 5. wows ana naa 3 bil ace Cee Weare me oe 10 
EE, Gok i wis pees ae Rte Oe 10k s oh See eeeE errs a re 10 
ee ee ee ES SE a 10 
"When Lights Go On........5.... Te CLP . 10 
I i ae reste a ats oa eo niaceie a bie ABC vt ee ee ee ae 9 
OS eae rrr Tree Robbins eee eer eee 9 
Se ee NN 6 3 ac eeicas sks cies depen cewe pe EE nr 9 
I'm Old Fashioned—7‘You Never. Lovelier’....Chappeil .............. 9 
BE. EA CES ga ee ee eee eI i ee ) 
**This Is the Army Mr. Jones............00¢ pS odand cas ck kwc ees i) 
You Never Lovelier—+‘You Never Lovelier’... Harms ............ 9 
Be ZIPORINS TOO BOG i ones sas hkis bedi svawes ik 6a inekioks Kee 8 
Dearly Beloved-—#‘You Never Lovelier’...... pe ao. wh. dxginwe bees 8 
Mere You Are —toer sel BO .nk os ci cacvccsee Re csscescveses 8 
PY EO Gs GG adhe ces ew tales saci | re re 8 
Mary’s Name—7‘Yankee Doodle ‘Dandy’ el re 7 
ee Ee ee ee - Chappell 7 
BARING BADGES AIQMOGR. 00006 cevctcccesccceeten |. ee 7 
Bay Bi COPGG. 6 occ s vesive neces 7 | eee 6 
Hip Hip Hooray ... Bee < OE cess as 6 
Just Letter From Home ca deanaeas 6 
Manhattan Serenade ........... . Robbins 6 
Massachusetts Sashutee reer 6 
Oe Pee Te eee LT Shapiro 6 
Yankee Doodle Boy—?‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’... Vogel 6 
PAC the CYOUSTORGS .... . 200%: none . Marks 5 
Re Ee UOT BEGOT, oases este peewsvagares CN ioe ah crab ei sta 5 
tier TUOt TOE, TVG svn visiieeciccscy cet Pees: ee 5 
Marching Along Together ...... er . Robbins 5 
New TORR NOCHE. 2... vcccseccces EES Bog. Keke oC aataia OS 5 
Inder Strawberry Moon Bee at al a ti a . Witmark 5 

When You’re Longs Way From Home.......... Broadway ......-; 5 
Vou Goo te BEY HORG ok. 6 0n.oi eee heen pereeeee Remick a) 
* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. + Filmusical 


t Legitimate. ** ‘This Is the Army’ 


users, 


Music Notes 


Tempo Music, Inc., has opened a 
with Fred W. Aven- 


Dimitri Tiomkin wound up 
ing of the Loew-Lewin production, 
‘The Moon and Sixpence’, 


Harry Link, 
Hollywood to 
Metro. 


of Leo Feist, Inc.,, in 
discuss music. at 


Cyril J. Mockridge and Emil New- 
man composing the score for ‘Manila 
Calling’ at 20th-Fox. 





Frank Loesser and Jimmy 
Hugh wrote the songs for 
Days Leave’ at RKO, 
i Bakaleinikoff 


‘Seven 
with Constan- 
composing and 


|conducting the score. 


publishing subsid, 


yy 
| 


scor- 
| engage a local manager. 


Mc- 





licensed freely to all 


Jonie Taps to Coast 
On Hunt for Exec 


Jonie Taps, professional manager 
of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., leaves 
for the Coast this Friday (28) to 





Jack Mass, who has managed the 
Hollywood office during the 
year, is going into the Army. 

Victor Young sccording the score 
of ‘The Flying Tigers’ at Republic 


past 











FIGHTING SONS 
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HARRY JAMES (COL.) 
JERRY WALD (DECCA) 





“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


RECORDED BY 


JIMMIE LUNCEFORD (DECCA) 
CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, 


BOB CHESTER (BLUEBIRD) 


INC. 




















JIMMY DORSEY KAY KYSER 


Columbia 36635 
WAROCK MUSIC CO., 1650 Broadway, New York 


Decca 18461 


A FOUR STAR HIT 


"EV’RY NIGHT ABOUT THIS. TIME. 


By JAMES V. MONACO and TED KOEHLER 


INK 


SPOTS 


Decca 18462 


ART KASSEL 
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Philly AGVA, Despite Past Animosity, 


Endorses Kelly for Pa. Labor Post 





Philadelphia, Aug. 25 


The American Guild of Variety | 
Artists will not oppose the appoint- | 
ment of Thomas E. Kelly, former | 
the Philly | 
AGVA local, to the ‘post of enforce- | 


executive secretary of 


ment officer for the State theatrical 
booking law of the Department of 
Labor and Industry. 

That was made clear by Richard 
Mayo, present executive secretary, 
who revealed that many members 
of the AGVA executive board had 
signed a petition urging Kelly’s ap- 
pointment which had been sent to 
Lewis G. Hines, State Secretary 
of Labor and Industry. Kelly’s 
appointment also has been urged by 
the United Entertainers Association, 
indie actors group, of which Kelly 
is business manager. 

AGVA’s opposition had been re- 
ported because Kelly and the pres- 
ent administration of AGVA had 
been at odds for a long time over 
policies. 

‘No matter what our differences 
are, or how much we fight,’ said 
Mayo, ‘we are convinced that Kelly 
isan honest man and that he is fully 
qualified to hold this job. He knows 
show business and he’s familiar with 
the problems of the actor.’ 

The enforcement job has been 
vacant since the dismissal of An- 
thony C. Sharkey, following a raid 
on a Parkland (Pa.) roadhouse where 
Sharkey was allegedly found by 
Liquor Board agents to be tending 
bar while a strip tease was in prog- 
ress, 


FANCHON-MARCO TRIES 
VAUDE AGAIN IN ST. L. 


St. Louis, Aug. 25. 








Fanchon & Marco, which operates | 


four deluxers and the St. Louis 
Amus, Co.’s string of 31 nabes in St. 
Louis and adjacent St. Louis County, 
and which has been toying with 
stage shows for the past several 
years, is going to have another whirl 
at live talent. 

Starting, Friday, Sept. 18 Alvino 
Rey’s band, plus the King Sisters 
and a couple of vaude acts, will 
make a one week stand in the Am- 
bassador, a downtown deluxer. The 
management 
engagement is not to be taken as a 
definite policy of stage shows in this 
house. It will be a sort of experi- 
ment, and if the b.o. returns justify, 
other stage shows may be booked. 


Several years ago Johnny Perkins, | 
now reportedly rolling in clover at | 


his East St. Louis Playdium, m.c.d 
stage shows at the St. Louis for 


many weeks, but when the natives | 


didn’t support such presentations, 
they were dropped. Later, at the 
5,000 seater Fox, stage shows were 


presented at intervals but none has | 


been booked since Jan. 1. 





Don Ricardo, Youngstown 


man in Salem, O. 
=e 





EEE 


announces that this | 





Rivoli, Toledo, Back 


To Vaude in October 
Toledo, Aug. 25 


| booked Sammy Kaye's band for Oct. 
'9. 10, and 11. This will mark Kaye’s 
!second Toledo visit in eight months. 
He played a three-day stand at the 
Paramount, where he broke the at- 
tendance record with over 3,500 
patrons for that period. 


Jimmey Dorsey’s band came to the 
Paramount. 


Phoney ‘Steinbeck’ 
Parlays Fraud Into 
Pitt Nitery Booking 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 25. 


Harry Dankert, the carnival 
barker who had Pittsburgh’s arty 
circles wining and dining him for a 
week as ‘John Steinbeck,’ has par- 
layed his hoax into a night club en- 
gagement here. He _ opened last 
night (24) for two weeks at the 
Mercur Brothers Nut House in Mill- 
vale. Dankert first tried to swing a 
deal with Nixon Cafe to recount his 
experiences on floor there while the 
real Steinbeck’s ‘Moon Is Down’ was 
playing upstairs at Nixon theatre, 
where it opens next Monday. When 
Tony Confronti, nitery owner, nixed 
the idea, Dankert took the Nut Club 
engagement, 








Hoax gave town such a big laugh 
that Post-Gazette even went for a 
series of several stories on Dankert 
‘as told to Anna Jane Phillips,’ fea- 
ture writer on morning daily, under 
title of ‘They Call Me An Amusing 
Fraud.’ During his masquerade, 
| Dankert also ‘bought’ for $400 (a bad 
| check ) a tenth interest in ‘The Red- 
| Winged Blackbird,’ an original play 
by E. Reeves Cochran, local play- 
|wright, and when his real identity 
|was disclosed, Cochran had’ him 
|haled into court on a charge of false 
|pretense. Case was dismissed, how- 
ever, when judge ruled that Coch- 
ran had no ‘legal case.’ 
| Base of Dankert’s operations here 
;was Studio of Theatre, dramatic 
{school operated by Jane Ellen Ball, 
| who was practically packed for a 
| trip to California to become director 
;Of ‘“Steinbeck’s’ experimental play- 
|house at Van Nuys, Calif, 








‘Show Time’ Quits 








San Francisco, Aug. 25. 

‘ ° , 
| Show Time,’ George Jessel two- 
| a-dayer, pulled out of the Curran 


' band |Sunday (23) after climaxing its six- 
leader, has quit to work as a drafts- | f 


| week run with a terrific $18,000 for 
|the final sesh at $2.75 top. 


Latter was recently broken when | 
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| through your April 29 number, most 


The Rivoli theatre, after a long 
period without stage shows, has | 


| back. 





| at the Radio Music Hall and made 


Frisco, Does Big 186 





Sir Benjamin Fuller 
On Vaude’s Comeback 


Sydney, July 2. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 
Did I, 








even though vicariously, 
particularly enjoy the show at the 
44th St. theatre on the night of April 
24th? Pardon the cliche, I'll say I 
did! It does my old ticker good to 
see the way vaudeville is coming 


The folks didn’t walk out on 
vaudeville, vaudeville walked out on 
the folks. How do I figure that one 
out? Well, for example, South 
Africa never felt the ‘29, etc., de- 
pression and yet it also went mori- 
bund there. "Twould take a thesis 
on the subject to give chapter and 
verse but I think most of us know 
the answers now anyway. If those 
in charge continue to give the shows, 
and I’m sure they'll continue to get 
the right response and thanks on be- 
half of the craft, for your personal 
encouragement and support. 

Vaudeville is booming in four out 
of our six capital cities, and when 
the freedom of the ocean is restored 
once more, and thus facilitate the 
exchange of talents as of yore, so 
long as it moves forward with the 
times, it will never go to skeep again. 

Please, don’t bother to acknowi- 
edge. I get the old rag spasmodical- 
ly these days, but happy to say I 
was brought up to date last Mon- 
day by the receipt of several num- 
bers, the latest dated May 27, so 
that I am not far behind schedule, 
per before the war and am looking 
forward to the day when you print 
an air mail edition, and I get ‘Vari- 
ety’ within a week of its publication. 

We are all, everybody in every 
walk of life, appreciative of the co- 
operation of your service men, and 
their arms and implements of war, 
and an even greater link is being 
indisolubly forged between our two 
nations. And I don’t mean give us 
your kind applause stuff either. 

Ben J. Fuller, 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., Aug. 25. 

Harry ‘Slipfoot’ Clifton, minstrel- 
man from way dewn South, has 
been handed so many good reports 
that all his railroad maps now point 
to Atlanta, his home town. 

William Chase, who saw too much 
bed routine, is back to the regular 
exercising around the Will Rogers. 

Dolph Singer, who wrote ‘Just 
Around the Corner, will produce 
skits for local radio station WNBZ 
He’s a successful ozoner here. 

Dainty Hazel Smith has added 
much weight and is perting up to 
nifty reports. 

Victor Rockiter, who saw service 
the grade here, plans a trip to Vir- 
ginia, where he will resume work. 
He’s leaving with an absolute O.K. 
in the near future. 

Jack Hughson has graduated to 
the first floor from the infirmary de- 
partment of the Will Rogers, and 
that means rapid strides towards go- 
home papers. 

Among those who are packing 
real good reports at the Will Rogers 
are Roger Keene, Pat Mitchell, 
Helen Olson, Dorothy Newcomb, 
Ben Schaffer, Agnes Orr, Patricia 
Edwards and Jerry Sager. 

Walter (Loew’s) Conley doing a 
fine comeback job. He’s now ozon- 
ing in a private cottage, with his 
frau doing the cooking. 

Dr. John Murphy, who befriended | 
many of this actors colony, is now | 
working for Uncle Sam as a medico | 
in Alabama. 

A mess of thanks to the wife of | 
Dr. Homer McCreary for her efforts | 
in spreading good cheer among the | 
patients of this colony. 

Jack Phillips, who ozoned here | 
and ran a night club on Lake Colby, 
back for a vacash and checkup. 

Write to those who are ill. 


Earl Carroll Show 
In Chi Debut Sept. 10 


Chicago, Aug. 25. 
Earl Carroll set Thursday, Sept. 
10, for the opening of his new show 
at the Morrison hotel here. 


Jack Irving, Chicago head of 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
turned down Carroll’s suggestion 
that the entertainers double in the 
banquet rooms, stating this would 
deprive others of work. 

Producer will charge $1 admission, 
with proviso that guests need not 
order. Due to the small 680 capacity, 














Carroll will present three shows, in- 





on the Coast. 
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Bands Mean Big Bis 
At Omaha’s Orpheum 


Omeahe, Aug. 28, 

Band show policy at the Orpheum 
has turned out so satisfactorily the 
past year that Tri-States is booking 
all the name orchs possible. Man- 
ager Bill Miskell announces Ben 
Meroff, Aug. 28: Claude Thornhill, 
Sept. 11; Shep Fields, Sept. 18; Cab 
Calloway, Oct. 16; Ina Ray Hutton, 
Nov. 6. 

Many more are being contacted 
for fall and winter dates. 





Jack Irving Charged 
With Ignoring Agent’s 
% on Chi Actor’s Pay 


Chicago, Aug. 25. 

Joe Williams, New York agent, last 
week charged Jack Irving, Chicago 
head of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists, with collecting $125.80 
in salary due Voi Voltane for latter’s 
appearance at the Rhumba Casino, 
and turning this money over to the 
actor, ignoring a direct claim upon 
that money for commissions alleg- 
edly due Williams. Voltane was part 
of the ‘Fun Marches On’ unit which 
played the Casino in July. 

Williams claimed he sent Syd 
Slate, manager of the show, two let- 
ters, one under his own signature, 
the other an authorization from Vol- 
tane permitting the money to be de- 
ducted. Williams states that Slate 
was prepared to hold out this money, 
but that Irving stepped in on the 
show’s closing night and asked for 
its custody. 


Slate reportedly turned over the 
$125.80 to Irving to be held until the 
matter could properly be arbitrated. 
However, when Voltane’s hotel con- 
fiscated the actor’s baggage for non- 
payment of his bill and threatened 
him with prosecution, Irving ad- 
vanced enough money to get the 
actor out of the hotel jam. When 
Voltane further told Irving that he 
was in further dire need, the AGVA 
exec allegedly gave Voltane the bal- 
ance in small amounts. 

Irving states that Slate failed to 
show him any authorization signed 
by Voltane permitting Williams to 
appropriate his salary. All he saw, 
Irving claims, was a letter from the 
agent demanding the money, If an 
actor’s earnings were held out on 
such ‘slim’ authorization, says Irv- 
ing, no actor’s income would ever be 
safe. It is the first duty of AGVA to 
protect its members and that, he 
pointed out, was his reason for han- 
dling the matter as he did, 

Irving further states that, by Vol- 
tane’s sworn testimony, the actor 
has consistently paid double com- 
missions, 10% to Williams and 10% 
to the agencies through which Wil- 
liams booked him. It is the custom 
of agents to split commissions in 
such cases, he stated. 

In New York, Williams insisted 
that proper authorization, with Vol- 
tane’s signature, was shown the 
AG@VA head by Slate and he has 
therefore instituted charges against 
Irving on this count. The case is 
pending before the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America exec com- 
mittee. 


RICHARDSON RESIGNS 
AS PHILLY AGVA PREZ 


Frankie 











Richardson, vet nitery 
Singer and m.c., last week resigned 
as president of the Philly local of 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists ‘because of the press of his 
personal business.’ He was replaced 
by Jerry Wallace director of a glee 
club singing act kaown as the 


| Guardsmen, 


Richardson explained that being 
head of the AGVA local gave him 
little time to make ‘lucrative’ en- 
gagements as well as keeping him 
away from his family. 

Reports of dissension in the board 
of AGVA was denied both by Rich- 
ardson and Dick Mayo, executive 
secretary of the local. 


Burley Back in Canton 


Canton, O., Aug. 28. 

Burlesque will be resumed at the 
Grand theatre here Aug. 28 under 
the direction of Frank Bryan and 
Frank Engle, who were in charge 
Jast season, when burley ran 43 con- 
secutive weeks, a new all-time rec- 
ord here. 

Policy will be seven days a week, 
with midnight shows Friday, Satur- 








stead of two, as has been his policy| day and Sunday for the benefit of 
{ late-shift war workers. 


ST 


Bowery Sets 
Name Vogue 


In Det. Cafes 


Detroit, Aug. 25 

What looks like a spending spree 
by Detroit's nitery proprietors, aimed 
at catching their share of the billions 
of defense money pouring in here, 
is underway. 

With their eyes on the Bowery, 
huge Hamtramck nitery which is 
growing out-of-bounds with name 
headliners surrounded by a long bill 
of vaudeville, the rival operators are 
starting to take the rubber off the 
bankroll, figuring that the war work- 
ers are up to heavy spending. The 
spots are starting to work their way 
up into the more costly talent and 
by fall are expected to be paying 
plenty. 

Such spots as the Casanova, which 
had Ethel Shutta for three weeks 
followed by Nick Lucas for two; the 
San Diego, with Fats Waller and 
Aunt Jemima, and the Royale, al- 
ready in the top flight field with 
Sheila Barrett, are working toward 
a rivalry with the Bowery, currently 
headliniag Martha Raye. 

Biggest beef from the nitery men 
here is that they have been peddled 
worn-out talent and have to pay from 
$600 to $700 for ‘passe’ performers. 
They figure this is one of the biggest 
boom towns of the nation, and that if 
they were given a crack at fresh 
talent they could work up to where 
they could support expensive shows. 
Even passe names here have been 
moving from club to club, which 
they figure is no help to anybody's 
biz. 

There’s no vaudeville as a steady 
policy in Detroit’s major theatres 
and the nitery men say they would 
be glad to bring back vaudeville ‘if 
you can find it.’ Most of the spots 
here went through the summer with- 
out the customary shuttering and 
look to a boom winter because of the 
coin in the hands of the workers 
here and the curtailment on many 
forms of spending. 

The Bowery is enlarging to ac- 
commodate 350 more customers, 
which will give it a capacity of up- 
ward of 1,500. 








Walters Producing 
Latin Quarter Revue 
For Brockton Fair 


Lou Walters, operator of the Latin 
Quarter niteries in Miami and New 
York, is producing a Latin Quarter 
revue to play the Brockton, Mass., 
State Fair for seven days starting 
Sept. 13. Troupe will work outdoors 
in front of the grandstand, do one 
show a night, and be used as filler 
during the afternoon events. 

Talent will include Pat Rooney, 
Gautier’s Steeplechase dog act, the 
Marvelettes, Frank Mazzone and the 
Abbott Dancers, Barbara Perry, Ben 
Yost Singers, the Knickerbocker 
Singers and a line of 24 girls. 

Deal was handled by Miles Ingalls 
and calls for a guarantee and a per- 
centage. 











PHIL 
REGAN 


Cal-Neva Lodge 
Lake Tahoe, Calif. 


Personal Representative! 


FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

















FOR RENT 
CASING THEATRE, BOSTON, MASS. 
(formerly known as Waldron’s Casino) 


A theroughiy established burlesque house. One 
minute from Scollay Square, one of Boston's busiest 
sections. A thoroughly modern, up-to-date the- 


atre with a seating capacity of 2000. Ample otege 
room, Scenery, rigging. ete., for any style 
theatrical performance including pictures. Per- 
fectiy equipped booth with picture machines, Pic- 
ture sheet, etc. Now available. ADDRESS: F. W- 
Alexander, 38 Kilby Street, Boston, Mass. 


————————EEE 








CHEENA DE SIMONE 


* DANCERS:.* 


Currently 
LATIN QUARTER, Chicag 


Dir: Sol Tepper, RKO Bidy.. N: ¥: 
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2st ‘1st Birthday of Bway State Stirs 
Memories of ‘America’s Only Vauder 





(From Sunday Mirror, 
N. Y., Aug. 23) 


By JACK LAIT 


Loew’s State theatre became of 
age yesterday. I was there 21 years 
ago, sitting between two of Broad- 
way’s biggest and most beloved— 
Marcus Loew and Sime Silverman, 
the owner of ‘Variety.’ 

It was the Taj Mahal of what we 
called ‘family time.’ It was 
the climax of the chain that Loew 
had built. 

Today it is the only vaudeville 
theatre left in America. The mighty 
Palace, which outranked it, is a 
double-feature picture house. Many 
theatres have started and stopped 
and started again, but all have 
stopped—except Loew’s State. it 
has never ceased playing vaudeville 
and no other survives that can say 
as much. No stock ‘line,’ no ‘per- 
sonal appearance.’ Here yaudeville 
still is just that. 

The current week stage show 
headlines Smith & Dale, vaudeville 
team of away back. Opening Thurs- 
day is ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ which broke 
the record at the Music Hall; and 
the stage show is headed by Ed 
Sullivan and his Harvest Moon Ball 
winners, who may top the mark at 
the State. There will be surprises 
every night during the festive week. 

The Party Is On 

The party started when a huge 
birthday cake with 21 enormous 
candles was presented to the actors 
by a group of old-time vaudeville 
lovers, the theatre’s week-in-and- 
week outers. These regulars, in 
their 60’s and 70’s, coming from as 
far as Albany each week to see the 
‘flesh’ shows, were guests of the 
management. 

Actors who appeared at the State’s 
brilliant opening night in 1921 were 
invited, including Eddie Cantor, 
Irving Berlin, Jack Dempsey, Lou 
Holtz, George Jessel, Joe E. Lewis, 
Sophie Tucker, Belle Baker, Paul 
Whiteman, Georgie Price, Bill Robin- 
son, Gus Mae Murray, Mary 
Pickford, Louise Fazenda, Constance 
and Norma Talmadge, Nita Naldi, 
the Gish girls, Ina Claire and Gloria 
Swanson. 

There are hundreds of in 
Hollywood, on the legitimate stage 
and in high places in radio who re- 
call with nostalgia their vaudeville 
start many years ago. During its 
21 years, practically every top act 
in America appeared on the State 
stage. Among them were Cary 
Grant as a stiltwalker, Mae West as 
a singer, Fred MacMurray as a sax 
player, Jimmy Cagney, George Raft, 
Caesar Romero and Hugh 
as song and dance men, Benny 
Fields first played the State as pian- 
ist for his wife, Blossom 
Milton Berle was a child actor. The 
late Jean Harlow, a flop on the 
screen, took a second test following 
a State date in a dance 
Single, and was a in pic- 
tures, 

No. 1 vaudeville fan 
according to Al Rosen, 
the State, Alfred Lunt, 
played caniasian but who imper- 
sonated with amazing success a 

variety hoofer in ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ 

Other stars who trod the boards 
of the State include Judy Garland, 
Mickey Rooney, Ritz Bros., Lilyan 
Tashman, Primo Canera, Barney 
Ross, Gene Tunney, Dooley’& Sales, 
Clark & McCullough, Jack Oster- 
man, Joe Howard, Richy Craig, Jr., 
Harry Hershfield, Ted Lewis, Texas 
Guinan, Frances White, Jane and 
Katherine Lee, Jimmy Hussey, Ruth 
Roye, John Boles, Leo Carrillo, 
Henry Armetta, Billy Gilbert, Her- 
man Bing, Leon Errol, Sally Rand, 
Sunshine and Tempest, Kitty Doner, 
Nan Halperin, Sunshine Sammy 
Ben Blue, Sarah Churchill and Vic 
Oliver, Rudy Vallee and orchestra, 
Jules Bledsoe, Ethel Waters, Ted | 
Friend, Mark Hellinger, Ed Sullivan, 
Louis Sobol, Danton Walker, 
Kenny, Dinty Doyle, Toto, Trixie 
Pris ganza, Ben Bard, Eddie Leonard 


then 


V: 


Van, 


stars 


song and 


sensation 
in America, 
manager of 

who never 


Joe Frisco, Ted Healy, Edgar Ber- 
gen, Siamese Twins (Hilton Sisters) 
and hundreds of others. 

No story of the State is complete 
without the mention of Nicholas 
Massa, stage manager for all the 21 
years; Ruby Zwerling, famous band 
leader for 15 years; Rosen, popular 
and beloved, at his post 16 years, 
and Louis Samuelson, popular stage 
doorman, who saw the actors come 
and go for almost 15 years. 

There have been approximately 
100,000,000 admissions. Largest 
weekly intake was $51,326.00. Eddie 
Cantor headlined 


PEOPLE’ UNIT IN 
N. Y. NITERY 
AY TIFF 


Cast of the condensed ‘Meet the 
People’ didn’t go on for its first show 
Saturday eve (22) at La Conga, N. Y. 
nitery, until Jack Harris, operating 
the spot, had posted $1,500 to cover 
salaries. Money wasn’t due until 
yesterday (Tuesday) but the troupe 
had had a few tiffs with the man- 
agement and, when it was reported 
the spot might fold that night, they 
met at the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists’ office on Saturday aft- 
ernoon and decided to take no 
chances. Management gave them a 
pre-dated check. 

Irving Yates 








who, with Matty 
Rosen had taken over the show in 
Chicago, was called into the confab 
at request of the cast. Seems the 
troupe was grateful to Yates for bail- 
ing them out when it looked like 
they might be stranded, thus keep- 





Herbert | 


~ | 
Seeley. | 


Nick | 


ing them working the past 20-odd 
lw eeks. They knew Yates had about 
1$1,200 posted with AGVA to cover 
| their transportation back to the 
{Coast and didn’t want him stuck for 
jtheir week’s pay, hich he could 


have been, Rad the spot folded with- 
out paying off. 

‘Apparently the cast ee: an ow I 
h.ve been dealing wit' eight dif- 
|ferent unions in the 11 months I’ve 
been operating La Conga, and 
indebtedl to none of them,’ said 
ni-ery owner in explanation of 
| troupe’s demands. 
| La Conga closed la 
leight days to allow 
jing and enlargement. 
|Sept. 3 with a tab version ‘Of. ¥ 
|We Sing,’ the quasi-Equity staffed 
|revue that lex Cohen and 
American Youth 


| briefly on Broadway 
| 


the 
the 





t night (25) for 
for refurbish- 
Spot reopens 


of 
the 


last season 





‘Negotiations Procedure 
Snarls Talks Between 


N. Y. AFM, Theatre Execs 


Ne w 


Powwows between York lo- 
cal, American Federation of Musi- 
clans, and heads of New York’s de- 
luxe Broadway theatres have yet to 


}reach a solution due to the inability 
lof the theatre execs to decide on 
| procedure of negotiations. 
Union, asking for a 20% 
plus an increase in the number of 
pit men in the State and Roxy the- 
atres, wants to discuss the wage 
| boost first since the subject concerns 
all houses, i.e., Paramount, State, 
| Strand, Roxy and Music Hall, and 
|then huddle with State and Roxy 
|execs over possibility of 
ithe musical manpower. However, if 





|employer execs continue to haggle 
over procedure, the union is pre- 
pared to negotiate individually. De- 


lcision on the procedure angle» is due | 


| this week after which actual nego- |} 
tiations will commence. 

| Scale for musi icians is now $90 for 

la six-day week at each house except | an 
the State. whose vaude-policy rate 
it an $82 scale fer a six-day week 


Theatre presented | 


increasing | 


ooo 
“ik 





am | 


wage tilt | 


VAUDE OFF OL 
TO CAMP oF 


USO Time Increased to Min- 
imum 75 Weeks Coming 
Season, As Compared to 36 
for ’41-42—Difficulty Now 
Is to Find Suitable Talent 


. 


CHANCE FOR A.K.S 














The USO-Camp Shows, Inc., will 
hike its playing time over 100% 
this year, the plans visualizing some 
90 weeks of playing time, with 75 
weeks already set, against the 36- 
week total for the A and B units up 
to now. 


Hike in, playing time, however, 
will present USO-CSI with an 
acute crisis—where to get the 


acts to meet the greatly amplified 
program. Even with the 36 weeks, 
the quasi-charity was hard put to 
find suitable talent. Its position will 
be doubly difficult now. 

It’s been common talk among the 
theatre bookers that, with the 
steadily growing amount of commer- 
cial stage playing time, the shortage 


of acts is being increasingly felt. 
Also greatly contributing to that 
situation is the Army draft, which 


has resulted in the breaking up and 
disbanding of many standard acts. 
The Whitson Bros., Dick, Don and 
Dinah, and the soon-to-be-affected 
Nonchalants being only a few ex- 
amples. 

With virtually no developing 
ground for stage material in the 
past 13 years, vaudeville theatres 
have been hard put as it is to get 
playable acts. Now they are vir- 
tually stymied. The USO-CSI pro- 
gram of 75 weeks alone will virtually 
eat up all the available acts around. 

Agents, however, see the 
fied USO program, plus* the 
amount of theatre time, as 








| now joint operators of the Roxy,|Charioteers (4), 





;at the conference that money talks 
| loudest 


! 

ampli- | 
growing | 
a boon to! 


the a.k. vaudeville acts which long | 
ago hung up their dancing shoes, or 
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USO CREATES TALENT VOID | 





N. Y., Reaches ‘Satisfactory’ 


MW Agreement With Band Agencies On 


Dates; See Enuf B'way Biz for All 





A. J. Balaban and Jack Partington, 


New York, for 20th Century-Fox, 
held their first general meeting Mon.- | 
day (24) with the three leading band | 
agencies, Music Corp. of America, | 
William Morris and General Amus. | 
Corp., in an effort to clear up the} 
picture of the Roxy’s planned ven- | 
ture into a name band policy. Meet- | 
ings had previously been held with} 
the agency reps Bala- 
ban officially takes over at the Roxy 
tomorrow (Thursday). 

Result of the Monday meeting, ac- 
cording to Balaban, was entirely 
satisfactory, with the agencies as- 
suring the Roxy management of full 
cooperation. While it was admitted 
that the Paramount and Strand al- 
ready have most of the top name 
bands tied up between them, the 
agents are said to have agreed there’s 
no reason why the Roxy can’t play 
the orchs after they come out of the 
Warner and Paramount theatres. 

The confab was chiefly for the 
purpose of the Roxy gaining ‘infor- 
mation,’ with no definite band com- 
mitments made by the theatre. 
House does not expect to be ready 
for the new policy before Decem- 
ber. 

There was no disputing the fact 


individually. 


in talent booking—and one 
of the agents didn’t hesitate in say- 
ing that the Roxy would have no 
trouble getting bands if tilting sala- 
ries considerably over the Strand 
and Paramount bids. This the Roxy 
Operators don’t propose to do, in 
view of the bad and uncontrollable 





precedent it would set, unless forced 
to do so, 
The Strand ‘Fear’ 

Roxy feels it’s in no worse position | 
than the Strand when Warners put 
that house into a band policy against 
the already entrenched Paramount, 





which started the pitband shows. | 
The Par at that time also looked | 
askance at the Strand, fearing that it | 
would cut into its grosses, but, as it | 
turned out, enough biz for | 

! 


7, , ennte a Pe ae ons : 
both spots. Balaban and Partington; 


there is 


can’t see why there shouldn’t be} 
enough biz for three theatres. 
Most of the bands the Strand and 
Par have tied up are only commit. | 
ted for one more engagement Rad 
those houses After the Dorse 
Sammy Kaye, Glenn Miller, acer 
|James, Phil Spitalny, et al., fulfill 
those future contracts they will be | 
on the open Broadway market. 
While the Roxy concedes that sen- 
timent will also figure strongly with 
some of the bandleade: who will 
want to continue at the theatres in 
which they’ve been tablished the | 
past few years, certain circum- | 


| vert 


b 
} 


|expected 
and 
» leatre’s 
| 
| 


| hands 
| Krupa’s orch, 


| but now Krupa is skedded to open 
— 14, 


put their trampolines in cold st r= | 
age. With few ‘new’ acts around, 
and many of the youthful male per- 
formers drafted into service, the 
field looks wide open for the a.k.s to 
make a comeback. 

There’s little hope of either the 
USO or the theatres gleaning any 
material from localities. This was 
proven by USO auditions held in 
Chicago and elsewhere The au- 
ditions ran on and on, many local 
performers showing their uff, but 
hardly an act was found which was 
playable over the camp route. 

With its amplified playing time, 
| USO-CSI, according to Abe Las 
| fogel, is dropping the differentiation 
| between A and B units. However, | 
| it will remain a mental equation, the 
} shov for the ller ar nd 
i nat posts : s t t t 

r a ¢ y r 
he n = | : 
ons. But like this ] 
progr: mat ac play A 
ne will al pl y he B, ce 
v¢ « 
Whitsons Suspend 
Kendallville, Ind., Aug. 25. 

The war has suspended the act 
of the Whitson Brothers, acrobatic 
team. Induction into the armed | 
forces of David Wible and Arthur 
Bassett, Kendallville boys, who have 
|been part of the act for six years, 
has forced the team to take their 
enforced respite. Bassett now is in 
camp in Wyoming and Wible is at 
Atlantic City. 

Lester Whitson, manager of Whit- 
son Brothers, reported today that | 


the act is booked for Sept. 7 and that | 
| he will attempt to break in 


two new 





!members of the troupe in order to 
fill that engagement. 

Prior to the suspension, the act 
had been performing at army 
and i ehalf of the USO i t 
al ece omopiete a t 
Jar i | 
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with Bob Crosby 
committed to follow, 
holdovers between 
will further ball up 
band sked. 
Par onty recently 


full shuffling 


definite com- 
mitment 
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Dec. 30, 


also def- | 
initely 


un- 
now 
the 


and 
then 


The had its 


around Gene 


also due to holdovers, 


Ennis Fill-In 
because of 


Not 


ause 


a holdover, but be- 
ewan Ennis decided 
rest, the Par booking 
hard put to finding a two- 
fill-in show opening Sept. 2, 
scrams after four weeks, 
Inn’ eontinues for 
Will Osborne was finally 


et a tean 


he 
of- | 
was 


‘Hol 


wo more 


iday 


; On the Coast, 


| eral months ag 


iim, |! 


may be further snagged if The 
going in with Os- 
borne, can’t stay more than one 


week because of previous bookings. 


If the Charioteers have to scram, 
so will Osborne, and the Par will 
have to find another band for one 


week, 

The situation at the Strand is not 
quite as acute, but this theatre has 
also had its difficulties now and then 
because of unexpected 
Most recent was the Horace Heidt 
booking. Heidt was _ originally 
scheduled to open Sept. 18, follow- 
ing a two-week booking of Dick 
Jurgens, but at the last minute War- 


holdovers., 


ner Bros., because of initial play- 
date reaction, decided that ‘Across 
the Pacific,’ starring Humphrey 


Bogart, and the film to be coupled 
with Jurgens, was probably strong 
enough to go three weeks. Jurgens 
was extended and Heidt was moved 
back one week, to Sept. 25, but only 
after much juggling of previous 
Heidt commitments. 


NAMES USO-CSI 
IN CHARGE 
TO AGVA 


Al Stone, of Stone and Lee. last 
week filed a 10-page complaint 
against USO-Camp Shows, Inc., with 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists, charging ‘malicious influence 
and discrimination, breach of con- 
tract, misuse of USO funds and def- 
amation of character. 

Stone and Lee had been with the 
‘Hollywood Follies’ unit of Camp 
Shows from May 18, when it opened 
to July 30, when they 
other acts, The Hackers, 
Evers and Dolores and Betty Wal- 
ters, were dropped o~ the show, 
| Paul Gerrits and the Carr Bros. re- 
placed, 








and three 


| Morris Agcy. Commish 
On Camel Caravan Tour 
Of Camps Goes to Charity 


Abe Lastfogel, gm. of the Wil- 
lizm Morris agency, who is on de- 
| tached duty from his office to head 
|USO-Camp Show Inc., is cir- 
cumspectly donating all of the 
Morr office’ comm ion irom 
the ‘Camel Cafav: to p 
ite to in¢ ( ¢ A t j 
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BARROOM BRAWL COSTS 


HALL SIGHT OF AN EYE 


As the res 
bar near the 


ult of an assault in a 
Lambs Club, N. Y., sev- 
o, Cliff (Sharlie) Hall 


has lost the sight of his right eye. 
His assailant, giving the name of 
Charles O’Connor, has pleaded 
| guilty and faces a stiff jail term be- 
cause of a prison record. Stated that 
O'Connor was out on parole for theft 
and when the attack was made was 


wearing a Canadian soldier uniform. 

O’Connor is a six-footer. Follow- 
ing a bit of bantering in the gin mill 
he jabbed the actor in the face with 
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Night Club Reviews 


stuff. Femme half bears striking re- 
semblance to Olga Baclanova, film 
and stage actress. 

With travel restrictions constantly 
emptying road bands, local maestri 








Latin Quarter, N. Y. 





i. | are getting the pick of Loca! 60 books 
the South.’ Harris is also ace mc. | 28ain, and Herman Middleman’s 
Orchestra, a little too heavy on the | managed to nab several musicians 
| brass opening night, runs mostly to | formerly with name outfits, and re- 


‘Folies D'Amour’ with Helen Car-'SWing, with music keeping the floor 


sult is a vastly improved orch, both 


rol, Line (14), Bob Fuller Sextet. 
Patsy Lurain, Jade Ling, 
Twins, Paul Remos & His Toy Boys 
(2), Slate Bros. (3) with Fay Car- 
roll, Gil Galvan, Jane Wood, Pamela 
Britton, Dr. Marcus, Ruth Daye, Don 
McGrane Orch (11), Fernando Caney 
Rhumba Orch; $2 minimum week- 
days, $3 Saturdays. 





For his second show at the Latin 
Quarter, Lou Walters has come up 
with an entertainment that’s as com- 
mercial as a Government Bond. 
Heavily peopled in a_ production 
that’s divided in two parts, this re- 
vue has plenty of flash, color, girls 
and cuticie display to warrant plenty 
of biz. The title, ‘Folies D’Amour,’ 
perhaps isn’t borne out in the final 
analysis, since there's little to sug- 
gest the label’s Frenchy connotations. 
but the entertainment is there in 
huge lots, although it remains for the 
Benerally lavish production and les- 
ser-billed performers to supply most 
of the clickos. 

Heading the bill 


Ritz brothers somehow don’t seem to 
go over so well. Fay Carroll 
Straights for them. A mildly comic 
bit, in which they toss a dummy 
around in their finale, got them off to 
a big audience response. Miss Car- 
roll does some of the production 
singing, and well, too, also enhanc- 
ing the act’s decorative values with 
her blonde looks. 

Dr. Marcus, the comedian-magi- 
cian, is a sock manipulator of words 
and cards and scores big. He uses 
the audience participation angle in 
his routine, and on this show was 


particularly fortunate in having as| 


an audience foil a beaut (plant?) 
who carried the magico’s questions 
expertly to lend considerable laughs 
to the act. 

The standard Stanley Twins are 
still blowing smoke rings during 


their terp turn, while in another ap-| 


pearance they do a ‘shadow’ dance. 
Helen Carrol is a blonde singer who 
does some of the production singing, 


and Jade Ling is an Oriental nude)! 


who decorates a couple of the pro- 
duction scenes. 

Possibly the top applause-getters 
are Paul Remos and his Toy Bays 
(midgets). The 
Same one they’ve been doing in 
vaudeville for years, yet still re- 
tains its aura of novelty. The two 


male midgets do difficult balancing | 
stunts, with Remos as the under- | 


stander, the click climaxer being the 
balancing by one of them on a ver- 
tical pole, while the other is astride 
the top playing a miniature vibe. 

The Chadwicks (New Acts) are 
ballroom dancers, with the Bob 
Fuller Sextet a male vocal group 
that also doubles into the production 
numbers as chorus boys. Latter are 
particularly in their metier in doing 
the heroic type of tunes, all having! 
good voices that blend well, notably | 
in their reprise from the first show, | 
the Cohan medley. The line of| 
Wally Wanger girls is composed of 
some classy lookers who also know | 
how to step. 

Gil Galvan, esthetic dancer, heads | 
one presentation number that in- 
cludes all the girls, and he serves as | 
&® quick, novel interlude in the poly- | 
glot entertainment. He also makes 
another appearance, in the patriotic 
finale, wherein he does a cape dance. 

Don McGrane’s orch, with the 
leader in tails, handles the show ex- 
pertly, along with the customer 
dancing, while Fernando Caney’s 
alternate crew takes over for the 
Latin dansapation. Pamela Britton. 
band vocalist, is a stunning blonc 
looker, but her thin voice goes over 
Only moderately well. She also 
doubles into some production num- | 
bers. 

Singer Jane Wood works in a 
couple of production numbers along 
with acro dancers Margie Green and 
Patsy Lurain. Ruth Daye does a 
hussar strut In another number. All 
acquit themselves well. Naka. 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. | 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 


New Orleans, Aug. 20. 
Phil Harris Orch, Larry Stewart, | 
Lewis & Van, Tommy Trent, Rogers 
Dancers; $1.50 to $2 minimum Satur- 
days and Sundays. | 





Phil Harris is no stranger here. 
His annual coming is the signal for 
this swank spot’s biggest business. 
Room has had to turn hundreds | 
away at each show. Current offering | 
is one of the best presented at town’s | 
leading nocturnal rendezvous in 
some time. 

Genial and personable batoneer 
keeps things going snappily, his 
abundant energy giving momentum | 
to the proceedings. He punctuates | 
the show with stories and gags and 
scores heavily with vocals, whi+rh, 
although heard here num 
times in the past, are still enjoyed 
by Orleanians who frequent the 
spot, as well as visitors. Notable of 
these is ‘That’s What I Like About 


Stanley | 


are the three! 
Slate brothers, whose zanyisms a la! 


| hostelry and has provided a cool, in- 


|to spend and a yen for atmosphere. 
| Entertainment is 
| Michael 


turn is still the| 


'Singer of 


' does. 


| couple 


| crowded during the dance sessions. 

Lewis and Van open the floor show 
with distinctive tap routines to score 
heavily. Tommy Trent, working 
| from behind scenery, gets plenty of 
| laughs with his puppet comedy. The 
| Rogers Dancers, two men and a girl 
looker, contribute a ballroom and 
adagio 
that’s a thriller. 
plenty of palm-pounding. 

Larry Stewart, the band’s vocalist 
and the only singer besides Harris, 


rendition of ‘Tangerine,’ ‘Johnny 
Doughboy’ and other pop tunes. 
Band's rendition of ‘Jingle, Jangle, 
to accompaniment of jingling spurs, 
both instrumentally and _ vocally, 
grabbed off plenty of applause, as 
did a medley of service tunes, which 
was appropriate closer. Liuz. 


RUSTIC ROOF, N. Y. 


(HOTEL SHERATON) 


Michael Zarin Orch (4), Bill Sherr, 
Lady Anne; $i minimum on Friday 
and Saturday; no minimum other 
nights. 


Spence Sawyer, known to many 
showfolk from his years on 44th 
street, wnere he ran several taverns, 
is general manager of this east side 





fo-mal room that is on the beam 
| for the middle-classers with a pound 


unpretentious. 
Zarin’s band includes his 
| own fiddle, a bass, guitar and piano, 
with the latter doubling on accor- 


| for the acts and dancers. Eddie Met- 
'calfe, saxist and singer late of 
Leighton Noble, looks after the vo- 
|cals, and very well, too. Cohen. 





| Midway Gardens, St. Paul 





turn studded with comedy | 
They garnered | ; 
| Korn Kribbers with Bill Kelsey, 


St. Paul, Aug. 15. 


|Jack Rose, John Konchel, Matt 
| Mortenson and Chester Wahley; no 


wins his share of the honors with his | cover or minimum. 





In this pop family trade nitery, 
where beverages and food impose 
no hardship on the exechequers and 
where Freddie Fisher and his 
‘Schnickelfritzers’ 
into prominence, these Korn Krib- 
bers, another novelty 


permanent institution. If anything, 
it has attained even greater local 
popularity than Fisher's outfit. 
Except for a brief and not so 
happy invasion of New York, where 
they went into the 48th St. Music 
Hall, and an engagement at the 
Dowling hotel, Wilmington, Del., 
they’ve been holding forth and dish- 
ing out mirth and melody at the 
Gardens for two and a half years. 
In Gotham, where they jumped di- 


They've built up a large following, 
are rated tops hereabouts as screw- 
ball entertainers and they pack the 





| dion. The guitarist, Billy Sherr, also 
| vocals and strolls around the room | 
| between band sets. The combo pro- 
|vides pleasing dansapation that 
ranges from familiar semi-classics to 
| pops and the Latin idiom. The | 
stroller has a fair baritone, a fine 
| repertoire that includes such old- | 
timers as ‘On a Chinese Honeymoon’ 
'and ‘Pull the Shade Down. Mari- | 
anne’; he never overstays his wel- 
come. The prognosticator, Lady | 
Anne, works the tables with a light | 
| English accent and a delivery that 
| would be better were it briefer. 
The spot comes close to capacity 
(225) every night, even though it’s | 
been open only a couple of months | 
and is off the beaten path. When it | 
rains they use the awnings, and on 
Sundays, when the orch is off. they 
|pipe in Muzak. Fran. 








YACHT CLUB, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 14. 








| without a rest or interruption, from 


first skyrocketed | 


band pat- | of applause. 
terned | along the same ‘Schnickel- | 
fritz’ lines, seemingly has become a 


| mid-week catching. 


rectly from the Gardens here, they |_ Arthur Blake, Susan Carol, the 
apparently weren't the solid click |Leslies, Barbara Belmore, Marty 
anticipated and their engagement |King Orch (6), Luis Fernandez 
was shortlived. Here, however,|Rhumba Orch (6), Bali-Lovelies 
they're quite some pumpkins. | (80; no cover; $1.50 minimum. 


wear clothes. Her voice improves 
with hearing but is a little on the 
| harsh side at first. Her closing ditty, 
| ‘Pedro, the Pulque Man,’ a Mexican 
genre song, tied up the show, and 
|her encore, ‘Johnny Doughboy,’ 
| touched off heavy applause. 


Huot has a powerful, well-trained 
baritone and sings without benefit of 
| mike, in French, Spanish and Eng- 
jlish. ‘Les Clairons’ (‘The Bugles’), 
}in French, is a spine-tingler that 
lifted the audience to their feet, and 
here the Frank Lewis orch did not- 
/able work in support. ‘Donkey 

Serenade, in Spanish, and ‘The 
| Vagabond Song,’ in English, with a 
| ‘Hell to Germany’ variant, garnered 
‘him a well-merited ovation. 


| Mildred Ray, producer of the Mil- 
| Tay girls house line, has achieved a 
noteworthy degree of precision danc- 
ing and _ out-of-ordinary routines. 
Her wardrobing, too, is distinctive. 
The line appears three times during 
the 70-minute show—in a suitcase 
dance with mock strip-tease finish, in 
Moorish dance with cymbals, and as 
gypsies, with one of the gals throw- 
ing a fast set of cartwheels to close. 
They generally get a good measure 











Frank Lewis’ band serves sweet or 
| hot as patrons cali for them. Vocal- 
| ist Colleen Enright fits in nicely with 
| style of band. Rhumba band is ade- 
| quate. 
Club 


three-quarters full at this 
Lane. 


CLUB BALI, PHILLY 





Philadelphia, Aug. 20. 


——__ 





New Acts 








MARTHE ERROLLE 
Songs 

8 Mins. 

Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Of tall, stately appearance, but 
more willowy than the usual prima 
donna type, Miss Errolle shows her 
operetta training well in this, her 
nitery debut. The manner in which 
she clicks marks her favorably and 
well for the cafe circuit. 

Good showmanship is her utiliza- 
tion of the mike only for the opener, 
Emmerich Kalmann’s immortal] 
‘Sari Waltz’ and then dispensing with 
it for ‘One Kiss’ and ‘Make Believe,’ 
two American operetta excerpts. The 
range and power of her vocal deliv- 
ery with the Romberg and Kern bal- 
lads mean that she must have held 
herself in check vocally with the 
opener, because she can fill any room 
with ease and grace. 

Of personable, brunet appearance, 
Miss Erroile is thus a decorative as 
well as artistic interlude. Her Rain- 
bow Room debut is an auspicious 
showcasing, and she will appeal in 
any type boite. Abel, 





ARTHUR BLAKE 
Impersonations 
15 Mins. . 
Club Bali, Philly 

Not just another mimic is this 
young fellow, but an artist in his 
line. Blake makes a study of the 
character, then writes his own clever 
material to add zip to the mimicry. 
He’s thus built up an amazing re- 
pertoire. 

His impersonation of Bette Davis 
is almost uncanny. He’s got the 











A couple of newcomers hold the | 
spotlight on the Bali bill this sesh. | 


medium-sized room to capacity First, there’s Arthur Blake (New 
every night. ; Acts), who takes over the m.c. reins 
There’s no dancing here. Like | like an old trouper as well as turn- 


other screwball novelty bands at 
this establishment, they provide all 
the entertainment. Gluttons for 
punishment, they work steadily, 


9 p.m. to 1 a.m. nightly. Their fare 


ing in an excellent hunk of enter- 
tainment with his amazing imper- 
sonations of stage, screen and pub- 
lic personalities. Also standout is 
Susan Carol (New Acts), a blonde. 
eyeful who knows how to sell a song. 





is the usual novelty musical stuff, 
vocalizing and slapstick clowning as- 
sociated with this type of amuse- 
ment. It’s all very intimate and in- 
formal, the performers hobnobbing | 
from the stage with the customers | 
in front. 

Staged in a rural setting, includ- 
ing a backdrop hayloft with a wom- 
an’s slipper sticking suggestively out 
of the hay, the performance utilizes 
a wide assortment of trick musical 
and other props. There’s no subtle- 
ty or delicacy to the proceedings, 
and the occasional-naughty and sug- 
gestive songs and off-color business 
apparently prove inoffensive, instead 
never failing to provoke hearty 
laughter and loud applause. 





| Herman Middleman Orch (8), 
|Danny White, Juvelys, Collette & 
|Barry Dancers, Eddie Metcalfe; 


$1.50-$2.50 minimum. 


Neat little show Sol Heller has 


: : caught by this reviewer. Bill Kel- 
booke ; river s ab- - 
pesca ae an ‘Sackie’ Beal the ab |sey is bass; Jack Rose, sax and 
pene : aay Cure emcee; John Konchal, accordion; | 


rently in Hollywood, where he’s just 
finished making a picture, ‘Yanks Are 
Coming, for Producers Releasing | 
Corporation It’s not a big layout, 
being confined to three acts, but a 
good one, with plenty of entertain- | 
ment sandwiched among a comedian. 
a flash dance act and an acrobatic 
turn. 

Booking is really a homecoming 
for Danny White. who got around 
Pittsburgh pretty regularly, both at 
Nixon Cafe and at Yacht Club’s 
oredecessor, the Show Boat. before 
he started on that just-ended two- 
year run at the Iceland on Broad- 


way. (Incidentally, he goes back 
there again in the fall.) White’s a | 
talented little fellow. a good m.c., an 


able terp pantomimist and an okay 
special lyrics. There's 
something a bit Chaplinesque in his 
general makeup, and without being 
an imitator he frequently suggests 
the film star in manner, particularly | 
in that cute shuffling number he 
Over big here in all depart- 
ments and paces his varied talents 
nicely. 
Collette and Barry, a good-looking 
backed by four gals with 
plenty of s.a., bill their act ‘The Lit- 
tle Show.’ It’s more than just a team 
and more than just a line. too. being | 
the type of good-looking, flashy 
dance act that was practically a must 
on every two-a-day vaude bill. Col- | 
lette and Barry do a couple of grace- | 
ful routines on their own, but most 
of the t',-e the femme quartet’s in 
the background, which makes it al 
plenty decorative as well as a quite 
useful background. Their highlight | 
is the spin in the old-fashioned gas | 
buggy, with appropriate costuming, ! 
highly colorful, neatly executed and 
good for extensive palm-pounding. 
If the act belongs in the ‘line’ classi- | 
fication, it’s a superior line, with 
imagination and, whats just as im- 
portant, first-rate production. 
Juvelys, who replaced unicycle act | 
of Macy and Brack, forced to pull | 
out after single week for theatre | 
bookings, played Stanley, WB de- | 
luxer here, only a short time ago! 
and they’re cinch show-stoppers with 
their showy and unusual acrobatic 


} 


The boys are first-rate musicians 
and singers as well as screwball | 
comics. They are said to boast a 
repertory of 100 different numbers 
and there must have been 50 of 
them utilized during the four hours 


Matt Mortenson, drums, and Chester 

Wahley, piano and trombone 
There are such numbers as ‘Side- 

walks of New York’, ‘Mighty Like 


a Rose’ and ‘Bells of St. Mary’s,’ the | 


two last named handled seriously by 
Mortenson as he pounds out music 
on illuminated vari-colored bottles. 
There’s the familiar business of mid- 
ing the bass viol and the equally 
familiar fmpression of Bonnie Baker 


| Singing ‘Qh, Johnny’ by one of the 


boys. The boys, of course, also do 
female impressions broadly with 
balloon busts in one comedy song 


number. There's also an occasional 
current hit parade number like 
‘Johnny Doughboy’. Most of the stuff 
is ensemble, but there’s soloing now 
and then. 

Plenty of standees the week-night 
caught. Rees 


El Morocco, Montreal 


Montreal, Aug. 17. 
Imogen Carpenter, Ludovic Huot, 
Claire & Arena, Rod Rodgers, Frank 
Lewis Orch (9) with Colleen En- 
right, Harry Luzi Rhumba Band (3), 
House Line (8): no cover, minimum 
$2.00 








Accent is on singing 
with Imogen Carpenter and Ludovic 
Huot carrying the burden and satis- 
fying crowds remarkable for their 
numbers during this torrid weather. 
The pint-size emcee, Rod Rodgers, is 
a pleasant-mannered, good-humored 
entertainer who does a spot of imi- 
tation (and singing, also), being 
easily the hardest worker on the bill. 


His line of patter is swiftly paced | 


and smoothly rendered, and while 
some of the jests are on the antique 
side, he gets by on personality. and 
deserved the big applause he got. 

Claire and Arena, the gal a blonde 
looker, put on an adagio act plus a 
little toe-dancing by Claire and some 
heavy acro work by Arena. They, 
too, like all the other turns, netted 
a heavy salvo. 


Miss Carpenter has looks and style, | 


a tall brunet who knows how to 


| Manning, Phil 


currently, | 


Rest of the show features the 
dancing Leslies, a ballroom team 
that breaks up its routine with lots 
of variety—from a graceful Vien- 
nese waltz specialty to an old-fash- 
ioned cakewalk. 

Barbara Belmore, a tiny redhead, 
takes over with a bewildering whirl- 
ing dervish, acro dance. The Bali- 
Lovelies (line) live up to their bill- 
ing. 

Most of the band (Marty King) is 
new. The bulk of the original Bali 
orchestra has left either for the 
Army or war industry. The new 
editiog of tooters is promising, paced 
by Tommy Donio, trumpeter, for- 
merly with Clyde McCoy. Lulls are 
taken care of by the Luis Fernandez 
rhumba crew. 

House was almost capacity at din- 
ner show reviewed. Shal, 


MURRAINS, N. Y. 


(HARLEM) 














Willie Bryant, James Wylie, Sam | 
& Bea, Al Guster, 
|Edan Taulor, Leon Gross Orch (7), | 
Line (8); $1 minimum on weekends. | 


—— 


| Mimo, along with Elks Rendezvous | 
|and Small’s Paradise, are all that re- 
main of the many Harlem spots 
| that drew he‘ty downtown patron- 
age in the haicyon days. With the | 
|loss of the downtown trade the | 
Shows a were unable to match their | 


| This spot, most recently the Club | 
] 
| 
| 


shows against the non-Negro clubs 
and what resulted is currently on 
view. Okay for the local trade. but 
it will never please general palates. 

Show runs 90 minutes, which re- 





anda line. Willie Bryant (New Acts), 
as m.c., clowns with each turn instead 
4s 41 — , + FT + 1. + 4h ra 
Whe well ger Ol wnen they re 


| through The line grinds through 


£ Ind 
Ul 101 


}three routines in lackadaisical 
fashion 

James Wylie is a falsetto tenor 
| who fails to go over. Sam Manning 
is next with a calypso routine of 


songs that never gets started. Phil 
and Bea, mixed dance team. do a 
barbaric routine that is nothing 
more than a procession of bumps. 
Al Guster (New Acts), who clicked 
in Duke Ellington’s ‘Jump With Joy’ 
revue on the Coast last season. has 
the terps makings. Edna Taylor 
| pleases in her deep, shouting voice 
|and a blue repertoire. Fran. 





Mass. Roadery Casualty 


Springfield, Mass., Aug. 25. 

War-time casualty hereabouts is 
Rovelli’s, swank Post Road nitery. 
,Main reason for closing—the cocktail 
| lounge will remain open—is inability 
|to get good help, according to Mrs. 
| Anna Rovelli. 
| Draft, war jobs and cushy loca- 
|tions made it tough to get local 
| bands; chefs and cooks just ‘couldn't 
| be found.’ 
Club reputedly represented invest- 
iment of about $100,000. 








| ‘Mamba’s 


wide-eyed gal’s mannerisms and 
speech down to a T. Also terrific 
is his finale, a takeoff on Carmen 
Miranda, Edna Mae Oliver and 
Katharine Hepburn. He also im- 
personates Mrs. F. D. R.—clever, but 
not irreverent of the First Lady. 
Best of his male impersonatfons are 
that of Jimmy Stewart and Frank 
Morgan. The kid is also an okay 
m.c. A click almost anywhere. 
Shal. 


AL GUSTER 
Dancer 

8 Mins. 
Murrains, N. Y. 

Al Guster does a ballet-tap routine 
to classical musical that, with work 
and experience, may build this per- 
former into more ambitious com- 
pany. He's a newcomer in the east, 
having worked mostly on the Coast, 
where he had a spot in Duke Flling- 
ton’s ‘Jump with Joy’ revue last sea- 
son. He reminds of Paul Draper 
in dance style and, in fact, frankly 
has totored with that terper. 

He's over the head of the general 
type of clientele at this colored 
nitery but would be a novelty in 
the ofay boites. Fran. 


WILLIE BRYANT 
mM. C. 
Murrains, N. ¥. 


Tall, thin, personable Negro used 
to front a band but in recent years 
he has become a top single comedian 
in Harlem. He’s a veteran, having 
been prominent in such legits as 
Daughters,’ plus having 
done considerable vaude and cafe 
work, but this is his debut for the 
‘Variety’ New Acts files. 

His comedy patter was strictly 
Harlemese and beyond the ken of 
this reviewer, but strictly solid with 
the colored clientele. He knows how 
to handle an audience and punch 
laughs with the best of the colored 
m.c.-comics, Fran. 


SUSAN CAROL 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
Club Bali, Philly 

A svelte, oomphish b)*nde canary, 
Miss Carol has a set of pipes which 
matches her looks. A former mem- 
ber of a sister act (the Benton 


| Twins), the gal recently started out 
/on her own, and from early indi- 


cations she’s sure to click. 

Her voice, well-adapted for blues- 
type tunes, is pleasant on the ears. 
When caught she sang an original 
novelty number, ‘Panic in Panama, 
‘All I Need Is You,’ ‘Strike Up the 
Band,’ and encored with ‘What Do 
You Think I Am.’ Shal. 


THE CHADWICKS 
Ballroom Dancing 
Latin Quarter, N. Y. 


"The Chadwicks are a young ball- 
room team who'll need plenty of 
work before they can hope to gain 
the big time. They have the looks 
and a youthful verve that are 
partially compensating factors for 
their lack of experience. ‘ 

The one-armed lift and whirl by 
the male of his partner is their lone 
trick that rates as big-time; other- 
wise the turn is of standard pel 

aka. 





Leo Reisman orchestr2 returns to 
the Rainbow Room, New York, Oct. 
28. Currently at the Beverly Hills 
C. C., Newport, Ky. 
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Vincent Lopez Orc | ag lez Orc 
| Snu os 
Hotel Waldert- | mee” yh 
Astoria } ny ub 
j (Starlight Roof) | Robbie Dunne 
: WEEK OF AUGUST 28 Carlos Ramivez Dale Belmont 
; The Digatanos Ann White 
Xavier Cugat Ore Baby Hines 
Numerals in eMnection with bills below indicate opening day of Mischa Borr Ore Old Roumanian 
i show, whethe full lit | Hotel Warwick Sandie Banks 
' ’ r full or spli week, (Raleigh Room) Freddie Bernard 
' ‘ Ada Lubina 
' | Vie > a Be ° Ginger Layne 
' , . rai Sande lillams re Joe aP > 
— WORCESTER Wayne & Foster | i. | RP SPOTS Ore 
/ Hurricane Queen Mary 
Plymouth (24- -26) WILLOW GROVE | Billy Vij ; a ’ 
: . Willow Grove Park} —,°" .. (D Vera Nova 
oew 3 Stooges | The Whelans | Gasca, happelle 
Bert Nagle Co pg only) Ann Lester Setty Cc arter 
Collette & Barry ‘ved “oy | Barr & Estes Bill Glass Ore 
é a sert alton Jerry Bergman 
Olyn Landick Golletse « Barry Co! Quinton Ore Queens Terrace 
NEW YORK CITY | pick Jurgens Ore Harmonettes (2 to fill) Warren Or Phil Forster 
State (27) Lynn, Royce & V Iceland Restaurant Eppie Bruce 
Ed Sullivan WASHINGTON - =. | Freddie Bernard Healy & Evang 
Martin & Allen Capitol (28) P Jack Lane Co Agnes Dwyer 
Terry Lawlor Rhythm Rockets Fredericka Jack Allyn 
Wesson Bros Lowe, Hite & S r $ Mona Windell Ned Harvey Ore 
Harvest Mooners Larry Adler Bogash & Bardine Grooverneers 
PITTSBURGH Frank Paris Kolette & Deane Rainbow Grill 
Stanley (28) Murphy Sis Jack Dempsey’s Suse Smith Ore 
NEW YORK CITY B'way Restaurant era Sanoff 
McFarland Ore Ashburns 
Betty Angels Rainbow Room 
Paramount oe sanate Red Norvo Ore Twin Quartet Walton & 0’ Rourkg¢ 
Roger Roland ¥Fefe’s Monte Carlo} Dick Shelly Ray English 
Felix de Cola Narita Jack Holmes Martha Errolie 
Mike Doyle Sonny Kendis Ore Jimmy Kelly’s Lawr. Andrinij Ore 
Ben Marden Riviera , arter Sh Jane Deering 
. yy ’ 4 9 51 Club rter & arp 
NEW YORK CITY Regal (28) Chavez Orc : 2 ae le Boys Continentals 
Paramount (26) Jay MeShann Ba Pancho Ore Tommy Raft Helen Holmes Cavallero Ore 
3 c Bd Berry Bro pe , . Tubby Rives , He a 
yey — L no «& anes tte Bill Bertolotti 8 narten ra gr | River we Rogers c orner 
4 ink “a = Rhumboogie Girls Evelyn Daw Harriet B . at | raret Grey Johnny Pineapple 
Willie Shore woogie Girls Lynn & Mari: wigs Es, | Faith Arlen Harry Lefcourt Or: 
Knight Sis DETROIT an ol “+ <i ema Rene Villon | Joe Capello Ore Jean Claire 
. . (2 vO é 4ucero So ve a le : é 2 . 
BUFFALO Mic higan | waa Shirl Thomas on a — Kelly's Stabte Pat Rooney, Sr 
28 Aivitio Re y Ba r louise Stuart | : I ss MacLe: 
Buffale (28) King Sis Don Sylvio Ore Stuart Ore | Nelda Panria ne acLean 
, , 7 or hee “ee are Green 
Jimmy Dorsey Bd King & Arlena Roberto Ore Fisher’s Gay 90's Jeri Withee 6 at ph 
: & ee. ‘ Russian Kretchma 
Pat Henning Lane Bros Bill’s Gay 90's Annie Kent Leonard Ware 3 Viadimir azaroft 
Douglas Bros MIAMI Ethel Gilbert Betty Jane Carlton Dianne Reed Eli Spivack 
CHICAGO Olympia (26-29) Harry Donelly Li uunie Grace Rosalie Gibson Gypsy Norma 
Chicago (28) Lathrop & Lee Charlie Ross Minnie Allen Thelma Carpenter Norma Lucero 
Oxford Boys Virginia Austin Bernie Grauer Gay 90's 4 & Ore | Walter Fuller Ore Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Cc Thornhill Bad Everett Marshall Gay 90's Quartette Havana-Madrid Kitty Davis Adia Kuznetzoff 
Sunny Rice Sally Jack & M Cafe Society Neil Fontaine Bill Ames Nastia Poliakova 
Ben Beri Tim Herbert (Midtown) Franco & Beryl] Frank Marlowe Marusia Sava 
Zero Moatel Cansino & Cortez Rose Magrill Mischa Vzanoff 
Joe Sullivan 
; Eddie South Ore 
| Carol Channing 
; Cate Societ 
(Village) BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 
, Teddy Wilson Ore VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 
BOSTON (21) Albert Ammons 
Keith Boston (28) | Horace Heidt Ore Edward Tyler 
Louis Prima Ore DAYTON Pete Johnson | 
Judy Canova Colonial (28) | Revuers | 
Jackie Cooper | Ted Lewis Ore ; 
Dick, Dot & Remy | (21) Casino Russe | 
(21) | Ozzie Nel ison Ore Nina Tarasoy ab NEW YORK 
Andrews Sis | Harriet Hilliard Sasha Polinoft 
Will Osborne Ore Armando & Lita rm Michon 
Wesson Bros | Barton & Stone Ni idia & Sasha | aia ltt aa Se 
Miller Bros & Lois |} Bob Dupont } Jm tri Matvienko | 
CLEVELAND ROCHESTER Kris Kay Ore | Ae : ete @ tQermetia fatntn: 
Palace (28) Palace (27-30) Nicholas Matthey O vrei a a John Sils Or ae npn a U 
Duke Ellington Orc! Victory Revue Cerutti's Maya Orc La Conga atest oe 
: ; - — erie” 
; Don Gilberto Orc Marion Colbs Spivy’s Roof 
Walter Lynch Latin Senoritas loey Fave Spi 
> Barnes : i« Spivy 
= ne "Talley | Hickory House [Jack Albertson {rthur Blake 
———s egies é | ; a Ruth Godfrey Noble & Kin 
Warner # Chanticleers sere ee. {Jimmy Ale=ander ; s ng 
Chateau Moderne oo Mites * . Alice Tyrell | Stork Club 
Rosal’d MacNamara| Larry Bennett Orc | nee Arkine | Grace Reilly 
| Maurice Shaw Ore | fg Hl tel Ast | Dorothy Roberts ( rarle S Baum Or< 
ote! Astor Sacassas Orc Bob Knight Ore 
NEW YORK CITY | Dick Jurgens Ore | Claremont Inn (Astor Roof) Jack Harris Ore The Place 
Strand (28) Lynn, R & Vanya Charlotte & Benson | 4) aes Cin j La Martinique . 
; Sammy Kaye Ore | Walter Nilsson | Joe Ricardel Or, : tog > y re | ss “ eg Barkley 
| Sterner Sic ” ‘ : A\INg Sisters |} Carol florten *at Ring 
Sterner Si : (1) Clover Club | Mercedit yates ince 
Nonchalants Paul Whiteman Orc} Hotel Belment i> sta p seven) ae 
(21) | Murtagh S |} John Hale Plaza | Martiniqueens Skeets Tvibert 
Sammy Kave Ore |} Martin Bros Helene & Ha ’ - | Emil Coleman Ore Ubangi Club 
ster Sj : Poll Mar Dan (Glass Hat) Noro Morales Or¢ 
sterner Sis ] ’ ackie ¢ ley 
Nonchalants meaner (1-3) Sone ’ Bobby Parks Ore Latin Quarter a ; na ; 
BROOKLYN RAP ati | Five O'Clock Clab | 3) ); Seneca Ss ns bs. —— i 
Fox (28) Dick Rees - Or | Noel <¢ Nolan Pierce & Roland Slat 5 “shay | me I ms + in 
Glenn Miller Ore | Watiean Ton. | Elinor Sherry | Jack Marshall Picy Caneen a ieee 
; Ss G | Eddie Bozarth Or; iy “ape arro at alley “<< 
Ww ally Brown : ' Earle (28) | Se , . ~ | Bob Parks Stanley Twins | Rubber Legs Wm’'s 
F ao ADES. HIA | _— | Club Bali Joe Pafumy Ore The Chadwickes Abbey Or 
Earle (28) Re ett le - [Rm r . : f 
oe 4 ae dine 7 a a | Be rnice Cli re Hotel Biltmore = Par o | Versailles 
Murtagh Sis Edward Roecke wie ene gy Heasley Twins Hi, ee Pron Bergere Ore 
Martin Bros i Lyda Sue le r sins fl ing a Franklin ‘ Va ae Panchito Ore 
(21) (21) ae , | Ray eatherton Or : — | Wally Boag 
fen Miller Ore Rorvettas F = a —e prob Hotel Commodore La Vie Parisienne | Leslie & Carroll 
Wally Brown | Shea & Raymond - series : ‘ : Luha Malina | Marj Fielding’s Co 
PITTSBURGH =| Edward Roecker | Club Caravan | eT ar Benne | Rossi Sisters 
Stanley (28) Lyda Sue Jerry Baker mogene Gabrielle | J Mignac 
alee as | Ray McKinley Ore | Rasha & Mirke | Tisa Kevin 
| June Bat t Hotel Edison Leon & Eddie's | - ie pe tell 
Dolores Colvert | Bobby Byrr Ore 4 ary G 
| Marion Myles | Hotel Essex House Le , 2 Vill: Ke ‘Barn 
ii epen ent oe ae we (Casino on Park) \ it | | John Gr 
\ 1 Or R H ae oO 1, M ] I e a 
| Club Samoa | Perr Martin B es I) D> 
a : , \ I} 
Mabelle Russelle | Hotel Lexington (ar «x R ta Ti eee 
NEW YORK (¢ iT\ Royal (28) Li da Ca j (Hawaiian Km) . tl a 7 Villa ve ‘v angu: rd 
Munic Hall (27) 3 Peters Sis ; Ching i ula ei : _ in } Be t 
Selma Kaye M Hilton Co | Diamond Horseshoe | ‘7 P: | id : 
Johnny Woods State (28-29) ly Hoctoi M | Helen Humes 
I la War. . Whirl : Ta 4 i MI ‘ re | Mother Kelly's | } H od 3 
L, i Kalb 8 Ross & Bray Bs = oe ‘ R Wivel 
Volga | Stone & Tues j 1 M the ciorse - laea I | Riot ‘ 
M ’ Dance Fablee ; W e solar " , Ds 
Micho Vosilreft (30-2) Caite va m ote Rncapamege — : A 
Roxy (28) Sunshine & Ch) net See OW Cree ) I t O1 Cy R ds D » 
Gaines & Jeanne | Bill Mahoney Co — Fay 7 ia Hotel ‘in Yorker Deane Rogers j}Chas Bowman Or 
Jeanne Brideson t e & Gaut Herman Hyde a (Terrace Room) Joe Oakie | Theodore Brooks 
Valter ‘Dare Wahll (1 to fill) | Lucienne & Ashour ' ; es I ta C ba 'The Paulens 
Ben Yost ~ | Eddie Eddy I ong Ore 
Harpers Jitterb ugs | mn Perlita Ror _ Robs | y 
+ Fostey, Paar i 9 Kato] bi i Virginia Mayo ™ Killam j ATLANTIC CITY 
Paul Ac} ; ee i Pedee T.cnes Killam j 
. A480 Ann Barrett . . PCS . : bs 
46th st. Theatre Bert Nagel] & H | June Melva | B * t | Babette’s Club Club Nomad 
(28) Henny Your ireat Daniel a Yorm | Annette R 
Lou Holtz | 1 Queens : j I a ie ! a = Li. . \f kK 
Vv Howard ion nson . 2 
idle va HARTFORD ' _ 
3 ul Bake State (28-80) n | Hotel No.1 5th Ave j 
raul Drape I R yy : M Hube Dud tanch 
Hazel & - ) togers Or< i . 1 Ml 1 e Rane 
Gene She don Bea Wain <4 ts . \ Bath & Turf Club | , : 
T Ae 3 St eS poe , ad ey «& ie) 
ae . | INDFAN \POLIs | Ro. : | Wel 
RB } Circle (28) . Hotel Park Central « ‘ 
' Tomr Dorsey Or Dwyer’s ; . Gables Inn 
BROOKLYN | Paul Rega; (Sawdust Trail) (Cocoanut Grove) te (Black Horse Pike) 
Marine (: Lane & Ward ites t} Yacht Club ] : ! 
: ee (30th only) I } I He i G at , Bishop’s Savoy 
is & T R I LYNBROOK., ft. I. j. ‘ ( ( I 
auido & Drens Lynbrook Ts e | ry R , , 
“Sidney Stone | 29th only) Fy or" : Chateau enauit 
= 1-& White | Betty & Playmates | M e D Royal Palm) . R Herman's Music 
‘Il to fill) George Owens | Dorot \ r I I | Bar 
; ‘ roth) ip O'’D ar 
Mayfair (29th only) | Morton & Lenton | Marlene Francis 1 k Rey i 14s t . 
G tetas Ps k Robins | (2 to fill) | Paula Valera | Sandro Ro Child's Cktl Lounge Bockey’s Derby Ct 
Sidney Riese” PHILADELPHIA Club 18 | Bennett Green Hanley Or : i Han ; 
Seed & White Jarman (28-29) ' Frankie Hyers | tons : Pag n si \ d Stanitey = i i " 
(] ; e¢ ‘OSS | Ro Sedle ou ° a vided . De > - 
to fill) Bert Walton | - <4 er die | Hotel Pennsylvania P Chez Paree Hel Kell 
Ridgewood Collette & Barry Co! Lillian Fitzgeral ] | (Cafe Rouge) Novelett Teddy K 
26th 1 tut \ 
Beoa k wie y) PROVIDENCE Diane Fontan GI Chim Ruth Mar | and lock Int’! 
seed ¢ lite : ° - MeN . _ eo Jack ! ae 
Retty & Playmates | , Anew, ” 2R- wd bf Nulty Hotel Pierre Babe Cumminee — inh te 
I cen ior ae on & 8| Will Osborne Ore Jerry Blane hard | (Cotillion Room) pti "—en _———— | Be Coette 
F sou George Freems Joe Frisco Kies wrnes ; | Fr: Car ! 
Kay & Karol ; 4 ~ |; Arthur Car y j . _ | 
Martin & Flore nz El Chico | Beverly Whitnev | Cliquot Club an: R 
AKRON sever! hitney 
Palace (29) | RICHMOND Dorita & Valero Towne & Knott Lenny Ross W I 
Horace Heidt Ore | National (28) Consuelo Moreno | St M .ore 7% Sort “iba r€ 
ATLANTIC CITy | aa giaward’s Co | Gloria Belmonte Moist Piece Ruth Warren Bob | 
Steel Pier (28) VASHING TON Rodriguez 3 | . . I y Gi Paradise Club 
Charlie Barnet Ore Howard (28) | Trio Mixteco (Persian Room) Ja ive Hill P . 4 
Helene Gardner — | Lucky Millinder Ore} Del Duca O c | Dick Gasparre Ore | Ella Ell ‘ . Pp 
Ben Yost’s Co | ma Ster Tharpe El Morocco Ben Cutler | Club Harlem e Bow bailey 
Chas Kemper | 7 ‘bd. Tap & Loe | Chauncey Grey O DiGatanos | Larry Steele B i 8 
r y jakgerty l4 N = | Chiquito Ore Hotel Roosevelt’ | i Gorha Ore Suvan 
, Jana : ates j ow . ia i e } ( 3 ¢ 3 { 
(2 . . Walter Perner O; Olu 4 vtec 
‘BAL on IM Ww \TERBI RY Famous Door Hotel savoy Fines! viola J } Le x 4 ) 
ORE Poli’s (26-27 Satch & 8 hel : len Penr Cs ' - ns 
Hippodrome: > . aye ete at , | (Cafe Lounge) Club Madrid : garet Wa 
{28) | Jack Co ‘ \ Fe " 
. e Be atty | Car} Hoff p , toed 1 ‘ t | 5 e Law |; Penn Atlantic Hotel 
1 Merle & Le G “ Drv P J N & | (Palm Room) 
» All) Art ir& \M H er rR R ) N e { Al I s Ure 
* 








Hotel St. Regis 

(Viennese Roof) 
Ethel Smith Ens 
Paull Spart Ore 








Hotel Taft 


| Pre Orida Beauties 
Manny Gates 
19th Hole Club 


irion Powers 
: Caddies 























BOSTON 


Beachcomber 
H Morrissey Or 
Chico Simone vre 
Artie Dann 


Beach-charmers (5) 


| _ Mat 
Pete in Ore 
Frank pe 
Anne Diamond 


Hotel Bradtord 


Ruthie Barr (Cireus Room) 
George Brodenck Kenny Brilliant 
Miriam Johnson Lucille & J Maloney 
yi K & Lorraine S 
‘ . Hotel Essex 
Blinstrub’s . : 
| Buddy Smith's Ore 
Peter Bodge Ore | Jack Manning Ore 
Boyd Heathen | Bil! Cronin 
Evangeline | Dorothy Dennis 
The Rutons Jean Monti 
Archie & Lucille Saily Harris 
st hing, Lea Hotel Fensgate 
Casa Manana (Satire Room) 
(Theatre-Club) Nora Sheridan 
Harrison Aulger | Elsie Houston 
Addison Aulger | Neil Phillipe 
Louise Sherwood | Harry Baker 
Billy Kelley i 
(Musical Bar) Hotel Lenox 
Alice O'Leary Don Jose Ore 


Adrian O’Brien 
Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Orc 

Don Rico Ore 
June Weiting 
Sylvia Froos 
Frank & J Hubert 
Flo McCabe Girls 
Bill Bailey 
Richard Lane 
Iris Ison 
Henriquetta Brazil 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 


Alfred Pineda Ore 
Buster Keim Rev 
Billy Paine 
Sanders Bros. 
Joan Tapper 


May Castel 
(Melody Lounge) 
Herb Lewis 
Marjorie Garretson 
Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Ray Morton Ore 
Hildegarde 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Copley Square Hote 
Ai DeForrest 
Arthur Ward 
Crawford House 


Freddy Rubin Ore 























Clarita 
Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Koof) 
Nat Brandwynne O 
Carole Bruce 
Georges & Jalna 
sumny Waters 
Tote Sheraton 
(Sheraton Sky 
Garden) 
Don Dudley Ore 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Koom) 
Jack Edwards Ore 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavigchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Rm) 
McHale Or 




















Jimmy 
Jolene 
Nan Vincent 
Helen Douglas 
Elaine Morrison 
Ren 
Bill Davidson 
Russ Howard 
1] Pee Wee Russell 
Rio Casino 
Harry de Angelis oO 
Helen Carrol] 
Lamb-Yokum 
Gladys Lamb 
Rube Youkum 
Betty Wharton 


Ore 


Rev 



































BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 


Duffy & Tobin 
Adele Henny 


Savoy 

Lewis 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 
Ore 


. 
Sabby Ore 


Lew Conrad 
Eleanor Kay 
Jimmy Marr 
Doris Abbott 





The Cave 











Don DiBona Ore 


Jack Fisher 











Fox & Hounds Clut 
(Rhumba Casino 


Room) 
M trion Frances 
Charles Wolk Orc 
Milton George Ore 
Romas & Annette 


Tamara Doriva 
Sdna Rogers 

) Edi i ‘ = 

| Ton m Foran 

Artini Consuelo 

Jimmy Mart 

| Pir-ettes 4 

i 

| Tic-Toe 

i 

McFar d J 


& 


Orc 


CHICAGO 





Ambassador Hotel | Mark | isher Ore 
(Pump Room) 885 Club 
John Kirby Collette Lyons 
Bismarck Hotel Larry Storch 
(Walnut Room) Mark Talent Or 
Jimmy Joy Ore j conan Honnert 
T “ty | Garrick Stagebar 
Hadley Gls | June Price 
Don & Sal Jen: ings| Ascot Boys 
(Tavern Room) | Downbeat Rm 
Edith Lorand Ore | Stuff Smith Ore 
Blackhawk | 3 Sharps & Flats 
Novak & F | Gladys Palmer 
yorothy Dale | Graemere Hotel 
Jeri Sullivan | (Glass House Rm) 
Jaa t Ore Billy Chandler Ore 
Blackstone Hotel Bileen O Hi ira 
(Balinese Km) Mar . iit 
Johnny Duffy Orc | rtercadl 
Paiti Clayton | (Vodvil Lounge) 
Brevoort Hotel 18 Command: rs 
(Crystal Room) } Makebelieves 
Ke | a aan O 
Rillir ) | + 
Ore ‘ 
Brown Derby Ivanhwe 
Re r} , rt 
© Ryags Barney Richards O 
na 4% te 
. \ H ns 
Ke 5 ae : 
Mel Cole ¢ H Sumner 
1 Ho ! L’ Aigion 
Chez Paree ¢ 
} t 
Ben Field ‘ ¢ o 
aba , , La Salle Hotel 
] inte (Pan-Am Room) 
| eet Do Jose Manz ere ( 
Kivar Adorat . | Latin Quarter 
’ nV Har tevens 
Club Alabam Gu ‘ 
Florence White ; . a 
L1uL.ette Lal e . 
: ’ | Ton ¢ 
> DD r1oUug . ~ . 
Piette jos Orc 
} r almer Te 
. | (Empire Room) 
Roth O s 
Colosimos 
Sherman Hotel 
“ - (Celtic Cufe) 
ae , Ker , Ore 
‘Panther Koam) 
Drake Hotel 
(Camilia House) 
y Ber 606 Club 
Edgewater Beach June M 
Hotel | Paul Mall 
(Marine Rm) Suzat 
‘ Fie Oo fanir ‘ j 
\ bassadore | Bot J e& ¢ 
Holst | Dia R 
Jorber Gis Lie ‘ 
E sels } Fi 5 
I lelberg detet | py Be 
jans Muenzer En . : : E 
Rathskellar Sol Lake Orc 
oli 3 
oule & Gane bs. 
5100 Club Yar Rest 
) Thom ( I » Ore 
‘ G | wn 
Alpine Village hnny K hui o 
€ Herzogsa | Hotel | OF: ater 
I é es k O1 
M hias Or Hotel Cleveland 
Z & Ra ( e Duffy Or 
Ridorado Club Hotel Fenway Hall 
G dies i Webb 


' 
B 











I) 
{ } 


Hotel Holienden 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
Germa ne & Joel 
Fiddie Coc} ran 
Hi ri 
Nella Webb 

‘oan & Gary 


Ss 
Sammy 


Watkins O 


Hotel jueier 


les Duk Oo 


La rated Club 
(re 
Lindeay’ s Skybar 


ibergo 


|} Four Kings Jj 


| Book-Cadillac Hotel; 


re 


Marya 


Pearl d 


Manley 
eL 


Monaco’s Ca fe 


| Kay & 


Ducky 
37 
Barry 
| Kay (¢ 
j Hal Hi 
!Don W 


DETROIT 


(Book C€ asino) 

















Glenn 


IVINESton 


Ji eL 
lj Herb Hagenor Ore 
Regal 


Club 
Malvin Ore 
00 Club 


Parks 


‘ameron 
all 


alsh Ore 


Haymarket 


Mel Snyder 
Ben Young Ore | Irene Bender 
Jan Marte] |} Jean Maren 
(Motor Bar) | jeune. 
| Eddie Fritz 4 Irene Bender 
j Pow 
Bowery ' = “ y A Mimi 
| Paddy Clift PA a 
| Dian Rowland narmettes Ore 
| Martha Raye London Chop House 
| John Gallus 7: 
Plato & Jewell E thet Sisters 
Skating Lockwells thel Howe 
lsabelita Ruby Ore 
Harvey Stone Sammy Dilbert Ore 
Donn Arden Co Olde Wayne Club 
Johnny King Jimmy Clark Ore 
Charlie Carlisle Jéan Chapman 
Benny Resh Ore Palm Beach 
Brass Rall Gus Howard 
Del Parker Carl & Arlene 
Skeeter Palmer The Darnells 
Roy Swartz lovey Stacey 
Jack Ross Dorothy Gerron 
“ Don Pablo Ore 
asanova 
Nick Lucas Royale 
Emilio Ca: ‘eres Ore Cookie Bowers 
Billy & Irene Burns Rochelle & Bebe 
Bob & M’ine Gates | Lee Sullivan 
| Jessica Garwood Rita Roper 
| “peta 
Club Congo tovalettes 
Congoettes Carl Bonner 
| Rhythm Brown Bill McCune Ore 
Beverly White Wonder Bar 
B & F Johnson Aylene Mason 
Phil & Bea Ruth McCullough 
Claudia Oliver Manuel Lopez Ore 
Congo Ore Guy Welsh Ore 
Band Box Tim & Irene 
Pete Snyder Jane Keane 
Jackie Green Les Barnett Ore 
Mae Brewster Grace Hayes Lodge 
he T oe Ore Casey Thompson 
ATH tone Vivian Marshal 
ity Lankin P Lind Hayes Ore 
Bar of Muste Jean & Jimmie 
| Ann Triola Bec Hayes 
| Bill Hoffman H Carroll & Pauline 
| Bill Jordan Helly wood Tropics 
| Larry lfurke ly 
: | Maxin Lewis 
| Dick Winslow Or | Paul Neighbors Ore 
itenere Bowl Markers & Dale 
| Ray \ ilbert | Piek Thomas 
linnum | ° 
= - my . ie # House of Vuerphy 
| "Ting s ippeltons Jean Meunier 
Penns ee | Beth Reynolds 
| Joe eichman Ore | George Redman 
j Casa Manana | Margaret Padula 
| Lionel Hampton Ore! Bob Murphy 
| Cocoanut Grove Louisiana 
freddie M n Or Jean & Walton 
we Don Jose «& Royce B 
Earl Carrotls | Eddie Lefiaron Ore 
West & McGi ? . 
ao San nty Macambo Cafe 
| Happy Felton } Phil Ohman Ore 
LaVonn Moyer Palladium 
1 Dorathy are ) ewe , ° ~ 
| = weds *. I j Wuody Herinan ure 
Reryl Wallace | M Malneck Ore 
St Clair & Day ; Slapsy Maxies 
\urora Miranda Ben Blue 
Rolly Rolls | Séekie Gleason 
shirley Wayr Louis De }{ ron 
4] N 
- orman |} Norma Squires 
ll Brady Patr la Page 
Manny Strand Ore | 3,, Plumer Ore 
Michel Ortiz Ore . . 
: \ Streets of Parig 
Florentine Garden a ie 
. P Art Tatum 
| Fred 4 nity | Mead ‘Tux’ Lewis 
Mills Br Wingy Manone Ore 
Sugar Geise } . 
onia Levkova Swannee Inn 
Jean Tighe l.oumel Morgan | 
Toni Todd Dudley Bros 4 
D Giovar | Tent 
Fed Fie t 1 Ore |. Trianon 
Charlie Foy’s ¢ luk “a 
Che vt, j ” : rrouville Club 
Pa: | Bar Bigard Ore 
Bar of Music Club Bali 
r R \ f 
Ie ? De ¢ | tt + 
I J inez Ore 
Clover Clab (Ch is 
Jlohr biale r 
Pa Ma Dane ln inds 
Alpine Musical Embassy 
Bar , : 
Ken, ] ffer 3 (} Ed w; is 
I ‘ Kupe 
Club Bali Grace Hewson 
The Leslies 2 | Sento ee ne 
4 . ee ‘ 
Bi ore | Pat pty pea Ore 
Ra , Germantown Bar 
M P Ore ( 
Ze (>; 
Stratford Garden 
(Bellevue Stratford (H Walton Roof) 
Hotel) 
Ben Franklin 
‘ } i Ore 
i ) Hopkins'’R ithskeller 
Carroll's 
y ta } i 4 
} . m 
Margie Smith Dave Gold Ore 
jaines Orc | Lexington Casino 
.a . ' ¢. kie Lee 
Clendennings | Edd Kinle 
Adrian Rellini }; Yawn Lovely 
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‘Franklin Street’—Max Gordon, 
*‘V For Vickie’—Frank Mandel. 
‘Eve of St. Mark’—Playwrights. 


i 


Bway B.0. OK Despite Heat; ‘Face It Shows in Rehearsal 


Big $27,800 on Return, ‘Army’ Up to 486 


‘The Morning Star’—Guthrie Mc- 


| Clinic. 





Brutally hot, humid weather pre- 
vailed throughout last week, plus 
plenty of rain. Some boxoffices were 
affected adversely, but not mate- 
rially. ‘Let’s Face It’ relighted at 
the Imperial and drew excellent 
business. Two Saroyan playlets at 
the Belasco were panned and ab- 
ruptly stopped Saturday (22) after 
one week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


‘Across the Board on Tomorrow 
Morning,’ ‘Talking to You,’ Belasco 
(D-1,000; $3.30). ‘The Saroyan The- 
atre’ lasted just eight performances; 
after a weak press there was little 
business; gross under $4,000; over 
one-third of that was first night 
money. 


‘Angel Street,’ Golden (37th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Quoted at better than 
$8,500, which was an increase over 
previous week; road company being 
readied again. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(83d week) (CD-893; $3.30). Eased 
off a bit, with weather the probable 
factor; rated around $10,500; wiil 
piay as long as profitable. 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (4lst week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). Intention is to play 
quite into new season; faring very 
well in limited capacity house, with 
takings over $10,000; seven perform- 
ances (Mondays out). 

‘By Jupiter, Shubert (12th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). Eased off during 
July, but came back strongly this 
month; business approximated $27,- 
500 last week; virtually capacity all 
shows. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (42d week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Weather hurt 
somewhat last week, when the tak- 
ings were around $11,000, or slightly 
more; three road companies to be 
sent out. 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (145th 
week) (C-1,062; $3.30). Holding its 
own with the best of the straight 
play grossers and last week was 
quoted not far from the $12,000 
level. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (39th 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Resumed to 
excellent attendance and looks like 
musical standout will play into 
winter period; $27,800 quoted. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Beck (87th 
week) (CD-1,214; $1.65). May play 
through September; house not due 
to get ‘The Pirate’ until late Octo- 
ber; better than $9,000 and okay. 


‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (38th 
week) (CD-1,519; $4.40). Another 
musical which wavered through 
July and then spurted; estimated 
better than $26,000. 


‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (9th 
week) (R-991: $4.40). When it opened 
there was some comedy weakness, 
but it’s a laugh musical and cleaning 
up; over $24,000; standees most per- 
formances, 

‘Stars on Ice,’ Center (6th week) 
(M-3,000; $1.65). Weather has no ef- 
fect on skating revue’s attendance: 
gross again quoted at well over the 
$34,000 level; virtual capacity in 
nine times. 

‘Uncle Harry,’ Broadhurst (13th 
week) (D-1,142; $3.30). Quoted at 
better than $8,000, despite one missed 
performance when Eva LeGallienne 
Was indisposed. 


Added 
‘This Is the Army,’ Broadway (7th 














Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
c/o Variety, Hollywood 








*‘Magic’—Eddie Dowling. 
|week) (R-1,942; $4.40). Capacity | | ‘Jamle’—Brock Pemberton. 
| pace now around $48,000 because Count Me In’—Shuberts, Olsen 
| there was a price tilt in the mez-|and Johnson, Harry Kaufman, Hor- 
| zanine; will play through Septem- | ace Schmidlapp, Richard Krakeur, 
| ber. ‘Beat the Band’—George Abbctt. 
‘Claudia,’ St. James (return en-| ‘The Pirate’—Playwrights, Thea- 
|gagement) (13th week) (C-1,520;| tre Guild. 
| $1.65). Doing alright; not expensive ‘Strip For Action’—Oscar Serlin, 
to operate and around $7,000 is satis- | Lindsay & Crouse. 
factory; may move to another house. 1 Killed the Count’—Carrington, 
Revivals Morgan, Shuberts. 
‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (31st ‘Let Freedom Sing’—Youth Thea- 
week) (M-1,774; $2.75). Is in final | tre, Inc. 
four weeks; went off somewhat last 





‘ ’ = 
week, with gross around $15,000; fair aa Seroet (road Shepard 
profit for colored cast musical. ‘Best. ik tiene trend 


“The New Moon,’ Carnegie Hall 
(Ist week) (M-2,760; $2.20). Not pas Ange 























quite as strong as ‘The Merry Revels'—burlesque 
lent in this spot; revival season may 
‘Priorities of 1942,’ 46th St. (22d 
one going on tour; business rated $19 O00 IN L A 
* ’ ® 
IN WASH. AT $1.50 TOP theatre, ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
Washington, Aug. 25. hold to that figure for its second and 
$15,000 in first seven days of two-| ‘Blackouts of 1942’ continues 
the scale and represents capacity | Capitan. 
strong. 
of Noel Coward’s ‘Private Lives. 
for Vickie.’ Will be followed Sept. Princeton, N. J.. Aug. 25. 
‘Magic,’ which was tried out here a| at the McCarter theatre last week 
advance, with hundreds of standees 
‘ ? 
LADIES BIG $15,000, orders. It was the only offering of 
Chicago, Aug. 25. ex opening Wednesday nights. 


Widow’ revival, but at estimated | "¢vue—Music Box, Hollywood. 
$18,000 the pace is considered excel- 
extend through September. 6 9 
Vaude-Revue 
week) (1,347; $2.20). Another vaude 
revue due here mid-September, this 
around $17,000. 
‘EILEEN,’ $17,000, SMASH 
EI E ’ $ 0 ’ Los Angeles, Aug. 25. 
In its initial week at the Biltmore 
with Boris Karloff, piled up more 
than $19,000. Indications are it will 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ at $1.50 top, | fimal week. House installed 40 
took down walloping estimated | Chairs to accommodate overflow. 
week engagement at the National|Strong and chalked up another 
theatre. Gross is record breaking at | $13,500 in its ninth week at El 
from Tuesday night on: Second eee eee va 
week is expected to be equally ROBESON’S ‘OTHELLO’ 
Listed for week of Aug. 31 is Ruth 
Chatterton-Ralph Forbes production c 0) $6,5 C ON 
veron | §RO $6,500, PRINCET 
Regular season opens Sept. 7 with 
the Frank Mandel production of ‘V 
14 with the Eddie Dowling pro- Paul Robeson, starring in ‘Othelo,’ 
duction of Gilbert K. Chesterton’s | draw a capacity-plus gross of $6,500 
month ago by a Catholic University | to set easily the high mark of the 
cast, season. Show was a clean sellout in 
during the week and countless turn- 
aways and unfilled phone and mail 
‘ ? 1G C the McCarter season to play the full 
EILEEN 63 IN WY serene week, all other 
Gees shows playing a four-performance 
Legiters here are readying for the | Not only was the gross a record- 
season which will get underway on | Cracker for the season, but ‘Othello 


Sept. 6, when George Abbott brings | drew the swankiest audiences of any 
‘Best Foot Forward’ into the |Show seen in Princeton in years. 
Erlanger. ‘My Sister Eileen’ is | Names from Broadway, Hollywood, 


skedded to leave the Harris Sept. 19 politics, sports and society attended 
and will be replaced by ‘Junior | the play, probably drawn in part py 
Miss.’ ‘Spring Again’ is due in the | the knowledge that Robeson would 
Selwyn Oct. 5. ' not be able to do the play on Broad- 
Estimates for Last Week | way before the late spring of 1943, 
‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone at the earliest. But in addition to 
(19th week) (1.200: $2.75). Perked | Robeson’s name pull, there was also 








| neatly last week: hit $15,000. the staging and acting of Margaret 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (14th | Webster and the great reviews the 
week) (1,000; $1.65). Running*along show had received in the New York 
profitably; $6,500 again last week. | dailies and ‘Variety’ during its en- 
| gagement at Cambridge, Mass., the 


Joe Brown, at $1.50 Top, 22. it Was a “hignty”Successtui 


; ‘homecoming’ for the former star 


Big $14,000 in Detroit) #2Si2, sf. schol" trom nearby 


_ Present week’s offering at the Mc- 
‘ — Carter, opening tomorrow night 
Detroit, Aug. 25. : ; es 
7 5 ( sda “has ‘ee. 
Joe E. Brown, in ‘The Show-Off,’ hbsahet gear gu Shag i ee = ee 
got off to a record opening at the| °~ - -” oe. 
Lafayette theatre last week. 


First week of the comic’s business 6 ) 
was S.R.O. and approximately $14,- | MOON FAIRLY BRIGHT 
000 at the $1.50 top. 

The gross topped those hung up in 8 000 | N B 0 \ T 0 N 
the first week of Billie Burke in ? 
Boston, Aug 25 
Coming in against the toughest 


‘The Vinegar Tree.’ which stayed | 
nearly eight weeks. ‘Show-Oft’ | 
; seems set for at least an equa: run. } 
‘ * 9m . session of hot weather in years, ‘The 
Claudia Big 17G in S. 7 | Moon Is Down’ is comparatively 
” good at the Plymouth and could 
——__— easily stretch out for a month at 
San Francisco. Aug. 25 least if prior bookings hadn’t been 
‘Claudia’ is still setting a fast clip | 50 ironclad. 
| at the Geory theatre. It is S.R.O.| ‘0 Pittsburgh, thence to Chi to settle 
| nearly all performances down. 
Clocked more than $77,000 for the Gross was quite okay last week 
third week, at $2.75 top in the 1,500- | 4¢ an estimated $8,000. 





















































and show will play eight weeks. 


seat house. Original four weeks 
‘Can’t Take It,’ $6,300, 


booking has been extended twice 
Best Toronto Gross 





Show goes from here | 


Inside Stuf—Legit 


First meeting of the advisory committee on theatres, a division of the 
War Production Board, was held in Washington last week and addressed 
by experts of the WPB. Outlook on materials within the priorities ban is 
none too bright. Pointed out that if new parts for air conditioning sys. 
tems are needed, none can be supplied. Theatres with oil-burning heating 
systems are out of luck unless being able to switch to coal. Only house 
on Broadway known to be using oil is the St. James (originally Fr. 
langer’s), but there are a number in the middle west said not to have 
converted. 

Main metal shortage is in copper. Copper is used in theatres and shows 
principally for electric cables and showmen will have to get along with 
what they have on hand, 








Bunch of newspapermen and press agents gathered in the apartment 
of Marjorie Barkentin in Greenwich Village last Thursday (20), the event 
being a farewell party to Max Gendel, of the Shubert press department, 
who is entering the army. He was gifted with two weeks’ pay by the 
managers, while Olsen and Johnson presented him with a wrist watch. 
The goings-on were diverting until a crap game started, according to those 
who don’t play or can’t beat the game. 

Miss Barkentin collaborated with Oliver M. Sayler in writing the bi- 
ography of the late Morris Gest. Tome is entitled ‘Only In America——,’ 
suggested by the showman. No publication date has been set. 





There has been internal dissension in the management end of the 
operetta revival season at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., despite the fact that the 
venture has been successful. That was made evident when the name of 
Hans Bartsch was not in the billing of ‘The New Moon’ revival which 
opened at the Hall last week. Joseph S. Tushinsky and Bartsch were the 
presenters, the former’s name now appearing solo. 

Carnegie show outfit has a board of directors including Richard Eich- 
berg and it voted Bartsch out as managing director. Understood that 
Bartsch, who is a foreign play agent, brought Tushinsky and Eichberg 
together. Bartsch is said to have a small interest in the Carnegie shows, 





Actors, particularly well-knowns, speak glowingly of audience reaction 
in the N. Y. neighborhood theatres, Windsor, Bronx, and Flatbush, 
Brooklyn. They say they would rather appear there than on Broadway 
and much more so than in summer theatres near erudite communities. 

Readiness of the neighborhood audiences to laugh at the right times, 
and their sympathetic attitude during serious interludes, is noticed, while 
finale plaudits are genuine and generous. In other words, those playgoers 
are not of the wise-guy and bored type. Business in both spots is re- 
ported to be excellent, with capacity attendance frequent. That is a break 
for the theatres, both operated by the Brandts. 





Some of the new playgoers in Washington are readily identified as war 
workers from the small towns who are having their. first taste of the 
legitimate drama. Accustomed to patronizing the picture theatres, they 
throw away their seat stubs after passing the doorkeepers. Nightly the 
ushers assist many in their search for reservation stubs. Newcomers also 
heavily applaud the orchestra for intermission music, a new experience 
|for George Gaul’s melody makers at the National theatre. Actors say 
| that Potomac audiences, notably cold in audible response, are warming 
up, traced to the enthusiasm of the office workers from other citi*s. 








‘Magic,’ which Eddie Dowling is producing, is rated by insiders as a 
‘George Jean Nathan special.’ Critic has been writing about its poten- 
tialities for some time, though it will be a revival and was a flop when 
first shown in N. Y. 

Play was presented by a group hiding under a corporate name at the 
Elliott in 1917 and moved to the Garrick, for a total running time of seven 
weeks. It was supposed to have had a strong cast. Gilbert K. Chesterton 
was the author, 





Fairly large percentage of actor-soldiers in ‘This Is the Army,’ Broad- 
way, N. Y., would rather be in combat forces rather than the present 
assignment. Appearing in the show isn’t an easy trick for any of them. 
The men must drill at least two hours daily, regardless, in addition to 
the performance even on matinee days. 

They are under army regulations at all times, except when on the 
stage, and the top-kicks are just as strict as at camp or during maneuvers. 
An addition to the autumn’s production crop is likely to be ‘Crosstown 
| Bus,’ by Ned Armstrong and Orrie Lashin, new authors. Armstrong was 
'press agent for Brock Pemberton during the run of ‘Personal Appear- 
| ance.’ He joined the staff of PM, but has been away from the afternoon 
‘tab for some months. Miss Lashin is identified as the former secretary 
ito Walter Lippman, N. Y. Herald-Tribune columnist. ‘Bus’ is reported to 
| have been accepted by Eddie Dowling. 











King Calder leaves the touring ‘My Sister Eileen’ this week and his 
| wife, Ethel Wilson, goes out of the Broadway cast (Beck), both to start 
| rehearsals with ‘Franklin Street,, which Max Gordon will offer as his 
| first new show in the fall. 

| Robert Downing becomes stage manager of the road ‘Eileen,’ replacing 
George Greenberg, who joins the touring company of ‘Angel Street. 








Last week’s council meeting at Equity was one of the briefest yet, taking 
'but 23 minutes. Body convened at 2:13 and dispersed at 2:36 p.m. Only a 
|few routine matters were considered. 

Indicated that plenty of actors are either appearing in shows or rehears- 
| ing and have no time to steam themse!ves up. 


LEGIT MANAGERS OFFER 


‘VILLE HAD RECORD 
OUTDOOR SEASON TOOTERS A COMPROMISE 


Louisville, Aug. 25. 

All attendance records were shat-|N. Y. Theatres have made a counter 
' a ‘is . 

proposal to the musicians union on 











t 


Managers through the League of 


tered with the final checkup on at- 

tendance at the Iroquois Amphi-|the latter's demand for a 20% pay 

theatre, which closed its season | boost, supposed to Se teat 
‘ ’ s next Tuesday (1). nderstoo 

Aue 16. meneme opened July 6 with the musicians have been offered an 

‘Vagabond King’ and closed with | increase of approximately 8%, which 

‘Rose Marie.’ Final performance of|is comparable to that accorded the 








The latter have been 











Waller Sells interest 


London, Aug. 25. 
Jack Waller has sold his 50% in- 
terest in ‘Let’s Face It,’ whose orig- 
inal production is a current Broad- 
(Gelden Gate Theatre | way smash hit, to George eager who 
San Francisco—Auy,. 13th) ‘now becomes joint owner of the 


THROW A POSEY TO show with Tom Arnold. 


Show is slated for the Palladium 
John Golden and Harry 


in the West End, making the first 
. . . time in years that the theatre has 
Kaufman for Their Tickets 
to Soldiers 


played a book show. 
Direction: Wm. Morris 





Pat Kirkwood, playing the lead in 
the out-of-town tryout, will prob- 
ably be replaced by Evelyn Dall 

















Toronto, Aug. 25. 
Last week was the most success- 
ful of the summer season at the 
Royal Alexandra. 
Fred Stone, in ‘You Can't Take It 


in 1,552-seater at $1.50 top. 

With the whole audience coming 
| to its feet and singing ‘Happy Birth- 
day to You’ and ‘For He’s a Jolly 
Good Fellow,’ Stone was presented 
with a huge cake bearing 69 candles 





at the close of the Wednesday night | 


(19) performance Date marked 
both his 69th birthday and 60th year 
in show business. 


With You,’ grossed estimated $6,300 | 


jthe season was played in a drizzling 
jrain, but 2,500 patrons brought the 
| week's attendance to 21,200. This 
;exceeded by 2,193 the previous rec- 
ord set by ‘Blossom Time,’ fourth of 
| the season’s bills. 

Final week’s gross was $18,500, 
| breaking the b.o. record for the five 
| veers of the summer theatre’s opera- 
jtion. Estimated that six opercttas 
|drew gate of $70,000 on the season, 
at prices ranging from 40c to $1.65. 
Frederick de Cordova was prod@uc- 


} 
inette, former newspaperman, was 
|managing director. 


ing director and Douglas D. Cor-! 


stagehands. 
seeking to have the tilt be made 
retroactive to last Feb. 1, but it '5 
understood the showmen answered 
a determined no. 

Musicians also want to lift the 
minimum number of men in the - 
for musical shows from 16 to 20. 
Managers also are negotiating with 
the treasurers and the agents and 
managers union All four agree- 
ments were slated to have been ad- 
justed before the start of the new 
season, but indications are that it 
will take some weeks before all sides 
ihave adjusted their differences. 
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Saroyan Folds N. Y. Theatre Project 


After Quick Touch on H wood Fails 





n 
— vt 


Aware that his bankroll was 
growing weak and so was business at 
the Belasco, N. Y., where he opened 
two short plays, ‘Across the Board 
01 Tomorrow Morning’ and ‘Talking 
to You,’ William Saroyan attempted 
to make a fast touch on Hollywood 
last Friday (21) day before his 
‘Saroyan Theatre’ called all bets off. 
His agent contacted the eastern of- 
fices of the major film companies, 
offering four other plays in a pack- 
age for the modest sum of $300,000. 

As a matter of routine, film story 
people sent the Saroyan proffer to 
the Coast. One terse, prompt reply 
was: ‘We are not interested in 
Scroyan, nor any of his plays,’ other 
responses reported to have been in 
a similar vein. The plays offered 
were: ‘My Heart's in the Highlands,’ 
‘Time of Your Life, ‘The Beautiful 
Pople’ and ‘Love’s Old Sweet Song.’ 
‘Time’ won the Pulitzer prize, 
which Saroyan refused to accept but 
Hollywood has indicated no interest 
in the play for the screen. 


Early in August last year Saroyan 
‘-serted a page ad in ‘Variety’ 
offering to give the picture rights of 
‘Time’ to any film firm provided 
that everybody connected with 
making the picture, including studio, 
equipment and executives, ‘shall do- 
nate free of charge his time, talent 
and technical services .. . and that 
every penny of the proceeds shall 
gc to National Defense.’ Basis of 
his offer to the picture companies 
was that ‘thanks to the American 
People and the American way of 
life, you don’t need money and I 
don’t need money. The offer was 
sincere, but it was no dice. 


With the royalties he made out of 
‘Time’ he produced ‘Beautiful 
People’ at the Lyceum, N. Y. It 
played 15 weeks, but ended in the 
red. Show and author attracted 
plenty of attention, however, for he 
o*ered to refund the price of the 
tickets to anybody who saw the 
show and didn’t like it, and the 
boxoffice remained open until the 
show ended and did make refunds. 
Last winter Saroyan was on the 
Metro lot and, after he took down 
around $60,000, he vamped by re- 
quest. Some of that coin went into 
the flop at the Belasco last week, but 
most was said to have gone to his 
farnily, out San Francisco way. 

‘Highlands’ is the short play that 
aroused much praise from the 
critics, but it didn’t click. ‘Sweet 
S ng’ got the nod from some review- 
ers, but it, too, failed to attract 
enough money to the boxoffice. 

New Season’s Ist Flop 


Saroyan beat the gun on the new 
season, but found business laggard 
after the dripping ffirst night. 
Throughout the initial week a tor- 
rid wave was an unlucky break for 
the playwright, who bowed in as 
manager, author and director with 
his so-called Saroyan Theatre. Most 
of the notices were on the down 
side. 

Saroyan’s ‘project’ cost him around 
$12,000, according to his» figures, Two 
settings tightly budgeted by one of 
his dismissed staff, whom he called 
‘inept people’ (although nice), were 
supposed to have cost $4,000, but the 
bill was $8,000. A rehearsal stage- 
hand bill of $1,200 might have been 
avoided. Saroyan explained: ‘We 
simply couldn’t afford to stay open. 
The public didn’t support our plays 

. the business project failed. The 
Plays didn’t , , . all I need is money 
to put them across.’ 


He was previously quoted saying, 
‘if this project fails, the coming 
season will be no season at all.’ In 
4 message supposed to catch the eye 
of the reviewers, he admitted hav- 
ing opened the plays before they 
were ready, but ‘we feel that the 
plays are not only entertaining but 
important and that they are, in the 
whole group of plays now on Broad- 
way, the only ones that contribute 
anything fresh to the theatrical 
form. We do not say the critics 
were mistaken. But we must sug- 
gest, and sincerely, that the first 
Saroyan production is the begin- 
ning of a most important project, 
that it is real theatre.’ 

He was supposed to have fol- 
lowed up the present bill with a 
musical colored cast show called 

Imer and Lily,’ Canada Lee to be 
the top player, as he was in the 
Short plays. Around 40 colored per- 
formers, who are said to have been 
rehearsed, reported to Saroyan late 
last week, but were dismissed. 


The Saroyan presentation played | 


percentage at the Belasco and as the 





Added Expense 


William Saroyan’s penchant for 
casting people from other walks 
of life cost him additional coin 
in presenting ‘Across the Board 
on Tomorrow’ and ‘Talking 
to You,’ which closed at the Be- 
lasco, N. Y., Saturday (22). 
He advanced the Equity in- 
itiation fee and dues to seven 
amateurs, totaling $750, and he 
probably will never get the 
money back because the ‘new ac- 
tors’ have little chance getting 
into other shows. 


Among the Saroyan ‘finds’ 
were two Filipinos, a hatcheck 
girl or two, a midget, one 
taxicab driver and a barkeep. 


GERT LAWRENCE B.R.’S 
STRAWHAT FOR MORALE 


Gertrude Lawrence is personally 
financing the current summer sea- 
son of the Cape playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass., reputedly at considerable loss. 
Spot is regularly operated by the 
actress’ husband, Richard Aldrich, 


but the latter is serving as a Lieu- 
tenant in the Navy and has been un- 
able to carry on his theatrical inter- 
ests. : 

Explained that Miss Lawrence’s 
reasons for keeping the theatre open 
despite generally bad business is that 
she wants to keep the spot’s name 
before the local public and also that 
she believes the theatre fills a morale 
need in wartime. 


Attendance at the Cape playhouse 
has been slim all summer, with the 
exception of the week of Aug. 3, 
when Miss Lawrence made her only 
appearance of the season, starring in 
a revival of Noel Coward’s ‘Fallen 
Angels.” The show drew capacity 
attendance at all performances. 
Otherwise, business was hit hard by 
gas rationing and tire conservation, 
plus the stringent dimout regulations 
in effect all over Cape Cod. Evening 
performances were started at 8 
o’clock and rang down about 10. 
Even so, with the theatre dependent 
on car-owner patronage, the meager 
business has mostly been confined to 
the scant population of Dennis. 














Cora Witherspoon May 
Go Into ‘Lady in Dark’ 


Cora Witherspoon may replace 
Margaret Dale in one of the prin- 
cipal supporting parts in ‘Lady in 
the Dark’ on tour next month. Miss 
Dale is planning to leave the show 
soon after the tour starts. 

Gertrude Lawrence, star of ‘Lady,’ 
has asked Miss Witherspoon to go 
to Philadelphia to see the show dur- 
ing that engagement. Miss Wither- 
spoon appeared in support of Miss 
Lawrence in a revival of ‘Fallen An- 
gels’ several weeks ago at the Cape 
Playrouse, Dennis, Mass. 








gross was iess than $4,006, the house 
operated in the red along with the 
show. Best takings were at the pre- 
miere, at $4.40 top, regular scale be- 
ing $3.30. 
Atkinson’s Raps 

The provocative Saroyan Inspired 
some pointed comments in Sun- 
day’s (23) papers. Brooks Atkin- 
son, in the Times, wrote: ‘Personally, 
Mr. Saroyan is a winning fellow. He 
enjoys life. He is a good sport,’ but, 


mentioning ‘Across the Board on 
Tomorrow Morning,’ when ‘Mr. 
Saroyan starts probing into the 


hither and beyond, I wish to be 
excused from the room...He is 
wasting his plays and our time. He 
is not learning anything about the 


theatre. Bad as the theatre is, it 
cannot be improved by incom- 
petence.’ 


Burns Mantle, in the News, said: 
‘That fellow out there on a limb, 
defying time, space, eternity and the 
infinite is William Saroyan...still 
he is an interesting playboy in the 
theatre, whatever he does...an un- 
disciplined and unharnessed genius.’ 

Saroyan is said to have expressed 
an opinion that anything in the 
papers about him should be page 
one, the war regardless. 


Bergman Back in Hosp 


Leonard E. Bergman, general man- 
ager for the Erlanger interests, who 
Was Operated on at the Post Gradu- 
ate hospital, N. Y., some weeks ago 
and then sent home, was admitted to 
Doctors Hospital last week for fur- 
ther treatment and possible second- 
ary surgery. 

Doctors advised that no visitors be 
allowed following a transfusion to 
Strengthen the patient. 


Leventhal Plans 


To Branch Out On 
Stock Producing 














Having started ‘The Moon Is Down’ 
on tour, J. J. Leventhal is readying 
‘Private Lives’ for the road. He has 
principally operated as a _ rotary 
stock manager, but is expanding 
and may take over other former 
Broadway successes for trouping. 
Last season he did well with ‘Native 
Son,’ which he started as a stock 
proposition, but that show was not 
a hit. Play was in the red for 
plenty when he took over. 

Leventhal operates on moderate 
budgets as a rule, but he has pro- 
vided engagements for hundreds of 
actors during spring and summer, 
taking up some of the void resultant 
from the decrease in summer stock. 
Most of the casts are engaged at 
minimum salary or slightly more, 
but the leads are paid good money. 
Showman thinks the players should 
gamble with him. He will offer a 
$1,000 actor $500 plus percentage, 
arguing ‘If I make money they make 
it, too,” and not infrequently the 
player’s end runs over $1,000. 

Last spring he took over ‘Pal 
Joey’ and alternated that musical 
with ‘Son’ between the Windsor, 
Bronx and Flatbush, Brooklyn, each 
show playing those spots three 
times. This year he also has Pas- 
saic, N. J., the three stands consti- 
tuting his rotary or Atlantic Coast 
stock circuit. 


EQUITY WINS CLAIMS 
AGAINST MD. STRAWHAT 


Equity won the full claims of three 
name members who were under con- 
tract for Steve Cochran’s strawhat at 
Olney, Md., but did not appear, be- 
cause the house shut down after 
operating for only two weeks. Play- 
ers involved were Ruth Chatterton, 
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Despite Quick Initial Flop, Optimism 
Very High for Active 42-43 Season 





Shubert Casting 





An actor, tentatively cast in a 
leading part in ‘The Merry 
Widow’ company which the 
Shuberts are readying for the 
road, was considerably puzzled 
last week at the elaborate ques- 
tions he was asked about his 
physical measurements. 

He presently learned that be- 
fore signing him to a contract 
the producers wanted to be sure 
he could wear the costumes in 
the Shubert warehouse. 


PHILLY ’42-43 SEASON 
LOOKS A BIT BRIGHTER 


Philadelphia, Aug. 25. 

Philly’s legit situation for the start 
of the 1942-43 season is becoming 
more clarified. Two houses unshut- 
ter Labor Day (7th) instead of one. 
The Walnut will offer the American 
premiere of Emlyn Williams’ latest 
play, ‘Morning Star.’ Gladys Cooper 
is featured and Guthrie McClintic is 
producing. Philly got scarcely any 
actual tryouts last season and this 
may be an omen. Engagement is for 
two weeks. 

Forrest also opens Labor Day eve- 
ning with ‘Priorities of 1942.” Vaude 
show is now skedded for only two 
weeks instead of three. Four mat- 
inees will be given weekly. 

The Locust opens Sept. 21 with 
‘The Corn Is Green,’ Ethel Barry- 
more starrer, in for three weeks as 
an American Theatre Society sub- 
scription play. Sept. 28 Gertrude 
Lawrence comes to the Forrest in 
‘Lady in the Dark’ for a four-week 
stay. 


Elliott Nugent Will 
Stage ‘Gale’ for Skinner 


Elliott Nugent, now on the Coast 
and due east soon to play the male 
lead opposite Katharine Hepburn in 
‘Without Love’ for the Theatre Guild, 
will stage ‘Feathers in a Gale,’ which 
Richard Skinner intends presenting 
on Broadway early in the winter. 
Idea is to put ‘Feathers’ into rehear- 
sal immediately after ‘Love’ opens 
Oct. 5 at the St. James, N. Y. 

Although Nugent has agreed to 
stage ‘Feathers,’ he and Skinner have 
never met, nor even talked on the 
phone. When Skinner first read the 




















Ralph Forbes and Madge Evans, 
their contracts calling for $1,750) 


combined for a week’s appearance. 
Claims were adjusted by arbitration, 
but a decision was delayed several 
days because of contentions by John 
Hayden, who took over for Cochran. | 
Hayden’s argument was dis- 
counted at the hearing. He said that 
because of gas rationing and tire 
shortage patrons could not reach his | 
place either from Baltimore or} 
Washington, and contended that he| 
should not be held responsible for | 
salaries, as continuance of the thea- | 





| 
i ae Ld arating a cr Yr > “tre 
125, so that the management should he is operating a summer stock 


| 
| 


| with the three players were entered | 


jtre faced positive 
| argument was that the 


loss. Counter | 
gas curtail- | 
ment started May 12, whereas the} 
Olney theatre did not open until May | 


have been we!l aware of the possi-| 
bilities. Also claimed the contracts | 


linto after gas rationing started. 


| 


} 
| 





| 

Cochran had a wealthy backer and | 

it is understood around $50,000 was} 

expended in remodeling the summer | 

stcck house and cafe. Arbitrators | 

were Peggy Wood, Eddie Dowling 
and William Fellows Morgan, Jr. 





Premieres 


(Aug. 26—Sept. 5) 


‘See, See, Senorita,’ Latin Ameri- 
can revue, at Lobero, Santa Barbara, 
Cal. (26-29). 

‘Janie,’ adaptation by Josephine 
Bentham and Herschel V. Williams, 
of the former’s novel of same name, 
at Erlanger, Buffalo (31-5). 

‘12 Midnight,” by Frank Delmar 
and Harry Wagstaff Gribble, at 
Scarsdale (N. Y.) theatre (1-5). 





‘Vy for Vickie,’ comedy by_ Sig 
Herzig, at Playhouse, Wilmington 
| (5D. 


‘ hetel, 


play he immediately thought it was 
the kind of comedy Nugent should 
be best suited to direct. In making 


i that decision, of course, he was guid- 


ed only by Nugent’s work and what 
mutual acquaintances told him. He 
sent the script to Nugent, the latter 
read it on the train on the way to 
the Coast and agreed to do it. 

All subsequent script, production 
and casting suggestions between 
Skinner and Nugent have been by 
mail or wire. 


rence have been revising the script. 
No one is yet cast for the show, but 
that will probably get under way 


| when Nugent arrives east for ‘With- 


out Love’ reliearsals and Skinner re- 
turns from Princeton, N. J., where 


stand 
at the McCarter theatre. 
Engagements 
Sam Jaffe, ‘Franklin Street.’ 
Jack Smart, ‘The Pirate.’ 
James Monks, Aline MacMahon, 


| ‘Eve of St. Mark.’ 
Mildred Dunnock, Lynne Carter, | 


| Bay ‘Dear Sir’ 


Karen Monroe, Wynne Boze, Gerry 
Carr, Del Hughes, ‘V For Vickie.’ 
Carol Stone, ‘Adamant Eve.’ 
Eddie Dowling, Julie Hayden, 
‘Magic.’ 


Teeth.’ 
Cornelia Otis 
Schnee, ‘Black Narcissus. 
Toni Gilman, ‘Beat the Band.’ 


PAT KIRKLAND’S DEBUT | 
Patricia Kirkland, 17, daughter of | 
Jack Kirkland and his former wife, 
Nancy Carroll, makes stage | 
debut next week in ‘Susan and God,’ | 
to be done at the Bellevue-Stratford 
Philadelphia, by the Bucks | 
County Playhouse. i 


Skinner, 





her 


| 
} 


Meanwhile, co-authors 
Pauline Jamerson and Reginald Law- | 


|Ralph Benatsky, 
Thelma | Horse Inn,’ lyrics by Rowland Leigh 





The season hasn’t opened yet, al- 
| though one show (Saroyan) bowed 
} in and out, but fast, yet almost daily 
| the indications become clearer that 
| 1942-43 will be very lively theatri- 
cally matching if not topping Lon- 
don, Currently there are at least 11 
|new productions in rehearsal, but 
double that number are in the mak- 
ing. That hasn’t happened around 
Broadway in August for many sea- 
sons. Looks like show business is 
reaching the speed of the war tempo. 

What is the more encouraging are 
inside reports that the quality of at 
| least some of the new plays is ex- 
|cellent. Several name authors are 
| back in form, whereas last season 
| they were looking out the window 
|or in Hollywood. 


} 





In show business and out, some 
observors are still talking about last 
season’s play weaknesses. The critics 
refused to pick a best play ‘except 
an importation—‘Blithe Spirit’) and 
the Pulitzer judges were given no 
drama nominations by the commit- 
| tee, thereby backing up the re- 
viewers, 

Real Coin Anyhow 

| Well established in show circles, 
| however, is the fact that last sea- 
| son wasn’t as bad as rated. Pointed 
|out that certain plays which they 
| tossed out of consideration were get- 
| ting substantial if not excellent 
grosses, and some of them are still 
,;on the Broadway boards. Disre- 
| garded entirely were the musical 
|shows which never figure in the 
| prize awards, but which grabbed 
| big money regardless. - 

While the Belasco flivved with 
couple of William Saroyan plays, 
last week saw the resumption of 
‘Let’s Face It’ at the Imperial. At- 
tendance was better than expected 
even by the management and easily 
beat the pace the week before the 
troupe took a month’s. vacation. 
Gross approached $28,000, which 
spotted the show as runner-up to 
‘This Is The Army’ and ‘Stars on 
Ice.’ 

September should see around 10 
premieres, including two vaude re- 
vues in legit houses. First listed 
play is ‘I Killed The Count,’ opening 
| the first week of the coming month 
| at the Cort, with ‘Janie,’ Miller, and 
| ‘The Morning Star,’ Morosco, due 
shortly thereafter. 


LEGIT MGRS. AND ATAM 
STILL APART ON DEAL 


Second huddle between the League 
|of New York Theatres and the As- 
sociation of Theatrical Agents and 
| Managers, held last week, did not 
find the factions anywhere near 
agreement. Long list of demands by 
the union, in its quest for a new 
jagreement, has a pay increase as 
the paramount objective. Under- 
| stood that the managers responded 
to the initial ATAM communication 
with the comment that the demands 
| were ‘much too drastic.’ 

ATAM took the stand that the 
| boost in salary scales be considered 
| by the League’s board, increase gen- 
lerally calling for $25 more weekly. 
|Stated that the union feels there is 
'no use discussing the other points 
until that issue is settled. There is 
a clause in the first basic pact be- 
tween the managers and ATAM 
which provides for a change in the 
pay scales dependent on a rise in 
the cost of living. 

ATAM contends that its demands 
are not unreasonable and are in ac- 
cord with the trend of the times. Re- 
| ported there was no blank refusal 
for an increase. 




















Alfred Bloomingdale and Peggy 


| Fears have purchased ‘Dear Sir’ for 
Fredric March, Florence E!dridge, | Oct. production. 


Tallulah Bankhead, ‘Skin of Your | 


Show is a musical with tunes by 
who did ‘White 
and book by Dawn Powell. Ken 
Later set the deal. 





Losey New NBC Director 


Joseph W. Losey, for the last 12 
years a Broadway stage manager, 
has joined the NBC production de- 
partment as a staff director. 

He has not yet been given any 
regular program assignments. 
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B. A.’s New Anti-U. S. Film Mag 
With more than a su that 
it’s being paid for by Nazi coin, new 
anti-U. S. film weekly, ‘Camara,’ has 
made its appearance in Buenos 
Aires. Sheet which describes itself 
as a ‘Cinema paper without cinema 
advertising’ is a_ tabloid-si 12- 
page weekly published by Miguel P. 
Tato, who writes under the name of 
‘Nestor’ and who has long been 
known as a particularly sharp-ad- 
jectived pict critic here and 
where in Latin-America. 

Rag is published by the officially 
blacklisted ‘Editorial Argentina,’ 
which for a long time published ‘El 
Pampero, chief Nazi daily there. 
Tato features himself throughout 
the sheet, insists he is not being paid | 


spicion 


zea 


else- 


by anybody but by subtle recom- 
mendations of certain totalitarian 
films and wholesale brickbats at | 


most U. S. films no doubt is left as | 
to his standing. Paper also 
jammed with articles attacking some 
of the local studios, particularly the | 
San Miguel Studio headed by | 
strongly pro-democratic Don Miguel 
Machinandiarena, co-operator of the 
Mar del Plata Casino 

‘Camara’ is also strongly anti- 
Semitic in tone and in selection of | 
illustrated material and in letters | 
to prospective subscribers and per- ' 
sons in the industry. Tato has 
pulled no punches in letting 
Jew-baiting inclinations be known. | 
Practically entire sheet seems to be | 
product of one man’s writing al- 
though a number of obviously 
phony bylines appear. Weekly is 
reported to have a circulation of 
about 5,000 and sells for 20 centavos 
a copy, which it is believed is not 
enough to pay for the eost. 
clude severai from YPF, the Govt. 
oil combine monopoly which adver- 


i 
i> 


tises in a number of other pro- 
totalitarian, anti-Semitic reviews. 
Tato was for some years chief 


film critic of Mundo, world’s largest 
Spanish-language tabloid, published 
in Buenos Aires. Following his re- 
turn from Hollywood, he got into a 
running battle with U. S. 
who alleged his reviews were in- 
fluenced by coin privately slipped 
him. Mundo finally canned him 
after the allegations were 
and he started ‘Camara’ only t6 drop 
it after a few issues. Then he 
travelled to various parts of South 
America and has done pro-Nazi 
broadcasts in Peru. Reports in the 


trade are that Tato has received 
considerable cash from the local 
German Embassy which is never 


short of pesos for anything hitting 


at the U. S. Nazi sheets, including 
‘Pampero’ have followed the same 
type of argument as ‘Camara,’ 
chiefly that American companies 


are out to harm local industry. 
Andy Kelley to D. C. Star 
Drama and motion picture editors 
called into Uncle Sam’s service are 
changing the outlook in 
Washington of the 





critical 
Jay Carmody, 


Washington Star, passed his physical | 


and goes into Army Aug. 28. He 
will be replaced by Andrew R. Kel- 
ley, for 12 years drama editor of 
Times-Herald, who leaves War 


specialist, for the new assignment. 

Bernie Harrison, of the 
Herald, is awaiting an ensign’s com- 
mission in the Navy. [is desk will 


be filled by Katherine Smith, editor | 


of woman’s page in T-H, according 
to report. Miss Smith was previously 
second string critic’ on the Daily 
News. Don Craig, critic for the 
Scripps-Howard tabloid, is in of- 
ficer’s training school at Camp Lee 
His spot on the News is being filled 
by Russell Stewart. 
Not a ‘Complete Novel’? 

Book publishers are fuming at the 
Satevepost for ballying its ‘complete 
new novel’ policy, which gives many 
readers the impression that the yarns 
are book length when, say the pubs, 
they are neither book length nor 
were they ever written to be any- 
thing but novelettes. 

The mag teedoff its ‘complete 
novel’ campaign with splash ads on 
Aug. 12 for the six week tryout of 
the new policy as well as the first 
entry, ‘Secret Harbor,’ by Stuart 
Cloete. The ad had a stack of books 
with the top tome carrying the title 
and author’s name which gave the 
impression that the yarn had been 





published as a book. Ads for Aug. | 


19 dropped the pile of books, but 
continued the ‘complete new novel’ 
angle. 


Book pubs checked the wordage 


of the ‘Secret Harbor’ yarn to find 


that it ran only 18,000 words whereas | 


the average fiction book runs around | 
75,000. They are worried about what 
will happen to their authors should 


| Ned 


Ads in- | 


distribs | 


proven | 


| of 


De- | 
partment post as Press Information | | 


Times- | 


| War 


|entry 


‘the public decide it has been bilked. | 
The literary entrepreneurs are seri- | 
the | 

over | 

what they allege to be unfair ady er- | 


considering beefing to 


Trade Commission 


ously 


Federal 


tising. 

The literary agents who sold the 
yarns to the Satevepost were as sur- 
prised as the writers and book pub- 
lishers when the mag started billing 
the stories as ‘complete new novels,’ 


McSorleyites Take an Encore 
The McSorley Mounted Literary 
Society, partly owned by Perry 


!Charles and Ted Friend, was in ses- 
}sion last Friday (21) at private quar- 


ters in the Fifth Avenue hotel, N.Y. 


|That’s the place where the McSor- 
ileys met last year, when it was re- 


ported the bunch was barred from 
the place for life. Society’s prexy, 
Brown, always claimed _ that 
was a canard and proved it by 
booking the spot again. There was 
a prior discussion over whether 
steak or lobster would be on the 
menu. Brown explained that he ate 


|fish every day but Friday and then 


i\he had meat, so they settled for 
lobster. 
Session was to say farewell to 


Gladwin Hill of AP, who has been 


| assigned overseas and who was mar- 
his 


ried last week. His bride permitted 
him to attend for a little while. 
Ken McCaleb’s Bad Fall 

Ken McCaleb, Sunday magazine 
editor of the N. Y. Daily Mirror, is 
in a serious condition at Welfare 
Istand Reception hospital as result 
of a fall Friday (21) out of a third 
story window in his N. Y. home. 
McCaleb is said to be suffering from 
a fractured skull, spine and internal 
injuries. A blood transfusion has 
been given him. How McCaleb 
tumbled out of the window is unex- 
plained, 

His wife, 





McCaleb, is 


Dorothy 


|also with the Mirror, doing women’s 


page coverage. 
McCaleb was 


commission, 


awaiting an Army 


Sam Byrd’s Book 

‘Small Town South,’ volume of 
sketches about rural South Carolina 
and Florida ee Mifflin, 
$2.75) by actor Sam BYfd, is of only 
mild interest to show business read- 
ers. The author, who had long 
Broadway runs in ‘Tobacco Road’ 
and ‘Of Mice and Men’ and produced 
four unsuccessful New York shows, 
refers only a few times, and then 
just in passing, to his theatrical 
background. For the most part, the 
book is a loosely connected series of 
conversations Byrd had with all 
manner of peopie in South Carolina 
and Florida towns. 

One thing notable to a Yankee 


| reader is Byrd’s typically Southerner 


attitude toward the Negro—a kind 
blend of patronizing affection 
and callousness. 
Morehouse’s War Series 

Ward Morehouse, whose ‘Broad- 
way After Dark’ column has been a 
r. Y. Sun feature for years, this 
week started a series of articles 
about the U. S. Army in England for 
the paper. 





| 
|and Caribbean area. 


i 
| First of the new series, 


of Morenouse’s recent crossing 


ship. There was 


|respondent’s uniform. Further 


| 
as received. 
Richard Watts, Jr., 
Tribune drama critic, 
on an assignment for 
Information. 


the Office 


Chase’s ,post Triple 
Borden Chase, fetched to 





Clark Gable and foiled by the star’s 
into the Army, had three 
weeks of leisure on his hands and 
utilized them by knocking off three 
mag yarns which Satevepost snatched 
in record time. Chase holds another 
Post record, ‘Pay to Learn,’ under- 
stood to be the only yarn ever re- 
peated in that publication. 

Three new _ stories are ‘Shiny 
Pants,’ ‘Levi's Leather and Lead’ 


land ‘The Mojave Kid.’ 





Press Feeds Stars 
National Press Club will be host 
a: a dinner to Hollywood celebrities 
coming to Washington for the ‘Star's 
Over America’ tour. Those listed to 
sit at the head table are Hedy La 











He recently completed a 
series from Army camps in the U. S. 


appear- 
ing in the Monday (24) edition with 
a six-column spread on Page 1, told 
to 
| England aboard an American troop- 
also a cne-column |! 
picture of Morehouse in his war cor- | 
ar- 
| ticles in the series will be printed 


Chicago (26-5). 


N. Y. Herald 
is also abroad 
of 


Holly- 
wood by Metro to write a story for 


marr, Charles Laughton, Irene 
Dunne, Greer Garson, James Cag- 
ney, Lou Costello, Bud Abbott, Ed- 
ward Arnold, Ann Rutherford, Wal- 
ter Abel and Virginia Gilmore. 
Party is scheduled for Aug. 30, 
night before Treasury bond rally. 


Cerf Plays Safe 


Bennett Cerf, prez of Random 


| House, is playing safe by submitting 


some 50 sets of bound galleys of Cecil 
Brown's forthcoming book, ‘Suez to 
Singapore’ (due for October publica- 


| tion), to both our own and the Brit- 


<7 lish Ministry of Information. 
since the mag reportedly said noth- 


ing about it at the time of purchase. | 


Angle 
is (1) these bound sets of galleys may 
become collectors’ items; and (2) it’s 
a precautionary measure, since the 
CBS correspondent has named plenty 
of names and spared nobody. 

Some of the British brasshats in 
Singapore get an especial scorching, 
from inside reports, hence the angle 
of judicious press relationship with 
both the U. S. and English channels. 


Priestley’s Blackout 

J. B. Priestley’s latest novel, 
‘Blackout in Gretley,’ is to be serial- 
ized in Cosmopolitan Mag. It deals 
with the town Gretley, in England. 

This is about the first thing he’s 
completed since the British Ministry 
of Information took a veritable lien 
on his efforts. 


Cut Down On Pic Cuts 
Use of pictures in newspapers is 
expected to take a nosedive on the 
heels of a WPB order to cut the use 


of metal for engraving purposes. 
Orders have gone out slicing the 


available zinc to many newspapers 
by as much as 15% of theif pres- 
ent usage. 


Spieler’s New Librettos 
Irina Skariatina, covering the Rus- 
sian front for Collier’s, heads home 
late this month to hit the Colston 
Leigh lecture trail. 
Margaret Bourke-White en route 
to England to cover the AEF for Life 


and refurbish her lecture material. 
Rollin Kirby on Look 
Rollin Kirby, former N. Y. Post 


cartoonist, has a six-month deal with 
Look mag to do cartoons and edi- 
torial comment. 

He’s a three-time Pulitzer prize- 
winner, 


LITERATI OBITS 


Joseph Caneva, 35, one of AP’s top 
photographers, died about two weeks 
ago in Maine. First reported that 
strep throat caused demise but later 
diagnosis revealed tuberculosis in 
an advanced stage. Caneva was in 
Ethiopia with Mark Barron during 
the Italian invasion. 

Alexander H. Rogers, 73, owner 
and publisher of the Eagle-Tribune, 
Lawrence, Mass., died Aug. 20 in Sea- 
brook, N. H. 

Samuel Zechnowitz, 75, a founder 
and former president of the Jewish 
Daily Forward, N. Y., died Aug. 20 
in Brooklyn, 

Rev. Emanuel Jack, 52, editor of 
the Westchester Jewish weekly and 
editor and publisher of The Voice, a 
Yonkers, N. Y., publication, died 
Aug. 21 in Yonkers. 





Current Road Shows 
(Aug. 26-Sept. 5) 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (ist Co.)— 
Biltmore, Los Angeles (26-5) 
‘Blackouts of 1942’ (vaude)—EIl 
Capitan, Los Angeles (26-5). 
‘Claudia’ (lst Co.)—Geary, 
Francisco (26-5). 
‘Curtain Rises’ 
Buffalo (26-29). 
‘Good Night 


San 


(stock )—Erlanger, 


‘Janie’ (tryout)—Erlanger, Buffalo 
(31-5). 


‘Merry Widow’ (stock) — ‘Water- 
gate, Washington (26-1). 
‘Moon Is Down’—Plymouth, Bos- 


ton (26-29): Nixon, Pittsburgh (31-5). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Har- 
ris, Chicago (26-5). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Na- 
tional, Washington (26-29); Empire, 
Syracuse (31-3); Masonic Aud., 
Rochester, N. Y. (4-5). 

‘Out of the Frying Pan’ (stock)— 
Playhouse, Providence (26-29). 

‘Private Lives’ (stock)—Mosque, 
Newark (26-30). 

‘Pygmalion’ (stock )—Central, Pas- 
saic, N. J. (26-30); Flatbush, Brook- 
lyn (1-5). 

‘Reflected Glory (stock)—Windsor, 


Bronx (26-30). 

‘Sailor, Beware’ (stock)—Flatbush, 
Brooklyn (26-30); Windsor, Bronx 
(1-5) 


*‘Show-Off’ (stock) 
troit (26-5) 

‘Show Time’ (vaude)—Curran, San 
Francisco (26-5). 

*‘V for Vickie’ (tryout)-—Playhouse, 


Lafayette, De- 





Wilmington (5). 





Ladies’—Blackstone, | 





Strawhat Reviews 





The Two Mrs. Carrolls 


Scarsdale, N. Y., Aug. 18. 


Drama in prolog and three acts, four 
scenes, by Martin Vale; directed by Felix 
Jacoves; settings (3) by Elwell; features 
Beth Merrill, Brandon Peters, Edith At- | 
water; presented by the Olmeys at Scars- 
dale theatre, Aug. 18-22, ‘42: $1.65 top 
ABMOB. cccccrcsvecescccceoes Valerie Valaire 
Harriet Carroll....ccccscess .-Beth Merrill 
Charles JAMCGON.ccsccccciccecsat John Robb 
Geoffrey Carroll......+...-..Brandon Peters 
Jenny seeteces ee-Marjorie Peterson 
John Higgins.....eseesee: G. Marshall 
Sarah Carroll..cecscoceses+s- Madith Atwater 
Bird: ERO: «666006000 06364 Clara Palmet 
Cecily Harden....... oebes ccc e meee. cewel 
Denis Pennington.....:..Philip Faversham 
Dr. Ambrose Tuttle.........Henry Antrim 


‘The Two Mrs. Carrolls’ tells a 
pretty intense and well-knit story 
during the prolog and the first two 
acts. The curtain isn’t up two min- 
utes on the third, and final, act when 
the spectator senses that the fabric 
of the play has begun to rip. Every- 
thing from then on gyrates towards 
a grand collapse. 

The characters’ behavior loses all 
vestige of credulity and practically 
every line and bit of business, even 
though performed in the deadliest 
earnestness, is greeted with guf- 
faws. The author, Martin Vale (Mrs. 
Bayard Veiller), should be able to 
salvage the script. Most of’ the char- 
acters are of three-dimentional veri- 
similitude. The plot is deftly devel- 
oped and the element of suspense is 
neatly sustained until the third act. 
What the play needs most is a com- 
plete reconstruction of the move- 
ments of the characters in that 
stanza. The dialog and pantomime 
could stand much slicing and a 
change made to avoid making the 
suicide scene of the cornered menace 
look so ridiculous. 

The narrative itself is of not too 
intricate design and the same de- 
scription goes for all the characters 
except one, the middle-aged artist 
whose love of beauty and money 
converts him into a brother rat of 
the Borgia fraternity. He’s a mild, 
bewildered fellow until .his second 
wife catches him red-handed in the 
process of trying to poison her. His 
method of crime suddenly becomes 
quite more violent. He arranges to 
strangle her. It is perhaps this ex- 
treme switch of temperament, tak- 
ing place within the matter of a few 
minutes, that renders the third act 
so incredible. 

The first Mrs. Carroll is a Boston 
heiress whom the artist had rescued 
from spinsterhood. The prolog deals 
with her decision to get rid of him 
and, as a penalty for trying to poi- 
son her, she makes him give up half 
of a $6,000 annuity as alimony. Six 
months later the artist marries the 
much younger woman whom he had 
been maintaining as a side dish, and 
the couple settle down in a house 
out on Long Island. In quick time a 
goodlooking widow with coin catches 
the artist’s fancy and he resumes his 
Dr. Crippen routine. While he is 
putting his second wife through the 
arsenic cure his original spouse 
shows up and warns her successor 
to be on guard. The advice is 
spurned, but all turns out well for 
the second wife, since she’s been 
guarded not only by her predecessor 
but an old friend, who, though a 
member of the Army Air Force, 
manages to be on hand always when 
needed. The uniform certainly 
brings the play right up to date: 

The direction was more left- 
handed than right. The players as a 
whole don’t seem to be in full con- 
trol of their characterization. The 
cleverest piece of personality con- 
struction comes from Henry Antrim, 
cast as a village physician. His is 
the case of a good actor lifting a part 
by the bootstraps. As the first Mrs. 
Carroll, Beth Merrill accounts for 
the standout example of character 
study among the women. Her vin- 
dictiveness is felt like a sharp blade 
and the scene she does with the sec- 
ond Mrs. Carroll, Edith Atwater, in 


the second act, is as fine a piece of | 
dread-building as could be expected. | 


Miss Atwater’s good looks make her 
a commendable actress to 
around on any stage, but there seems 
to,be too much variation, subtlety 
and fine etching in th} heavy emo- 
tional part assigned he& for her par- 
ticular talents to take in full stride. 
Brandon Peters plays the artist and 
most of the time he seems to be out 
of his element. 

The sets were exceptionally 
tractive. Odec. 


PEARL HARBOR 


Deal, N. J., Aug. 21. 


Play in three acts by Shirland Quin, di- 
rected by John Malcolm. Presented by 
Charles O. Carey at the Deal summer tbe- 
atre, N. J., Aug. 20, '42, 

BOW. DOOSHLON. 262 0c0dcecssese ...Fdith Fisk 
Mrs, Featherston.......... -.--Enid Rogers 
Ye a BAe Kd ebbeesecs hrank Borth 
Colonel Marston.............d Anthony Grey 
Lydia.....cccescoovces- Patricia Withington 
Os | er mT TITTiTiT TT Tree Robert Hatch 
Hugh Oliver..... o¢betenses Doug Alexander 
Sergeant Higgins..........Matthew Dolkey 


Asst. Sec. David Jempe..Charles Furcolowe 
Dr. Zinkeisen............Gregory Richards 


The problem raised by ‘Pearl Har- 
bor’ may have been real enough for 
many people prior to Dec. 7, but 
seems academic as a theme for 
drama in the light of what has since 
happened. Specifically, the dilemma 


have | 


at- | 


of the leading character is whether 
to turn over to the U. S. Army his 
| savenesen for directing  pilotless 
| bombing planes from a control room. 
| Use of this device will mean death 
and destruction for thousands, and 
in the name of humanity the hero 
wants to withhold it. 

A talking-to by a refugee psychia- 
trist, who makes him understand fhe 
barbarism of the fascist aggressors 
in Europe, causes the inventor to de- 
cide that we must be prepared to 
fight with every weapon we can. Im- 
mediately on the heels of this resolve 
the Japs attack Pearl Harbor—a neat 
if easily foreseeable conclusion. 

Deal summer theatre has some 
talented people, but needs self-dis- 
cipline. Its performance scheduled 
for 8:45 starts at 9:10, after a lot of 
preliminary scuffing and 11th hour 
rehearsing behind the curtain. Rob- 
ert Hatch, with an exaggerated Brit- 
ish accent, makes an unconvincing 
| American hero. Edith Fisk and An- 
thony Grey are satisfactory as his 
parents, and Gregory Richards is 
okay as the psychiatrist, though his 
one anti-fascist speech hardly serves 
as a substitute for dramatic action in 
helping the inventor make up his 
mind at the end. Patricia Withing- 
ton, as the youth's fiancee: Frank 
Borth, as a Chinese houseboy, and 
Miss Quin, the author, appearing un- 
der the name of Enid Rogers, do ac- 
ceptable work. Paul, 


BROKEN DOLLS 


Teaneck, N. J., Aug. 13. 

Play in three acts (four scenes) by Bide 
Dudley. Presented by Bergen College Barn 
theatre, Anthony Jochim, director, at Tea- 
neck, N. J., Aug. 12, ’42. 

tobert Gilley..... coerce 
Frank Norton. .ecesecssseed. Arnold Brown 
George Parker..sesceesesee++Michael Kelly 
Clare Parker. cscccccccecscces. VIIMA Kurer 
Helen Foster. .....sese0: Lucille Rockefeller 











-» Sharon Stepheng 





“This whole thing is developing 
like a Saroyan play that doesn’t de- 
velop at all,’ observes a bewildered 
character in ‘Broken Dolls.’ Thus 
expressing the sentiments of the au- 
dience. 

However, there seems to be more 
method in Saroyan’s madness than in 
Bide Dudley’s. Although he _ has 
been around the theatre for years, 
Dudley gives little evidence of hav- 
ing absorbed the fundamentals of 
playwriting, and this story about a 
dissatisfied young wife who goes on 





the make for an attractive house 
guest, while her middle-aged hus- 


band watches from the sidelines, can 
at no time be taken seriously. 

Write it off as a mistake for all con- 
cerned, and give such performers as 
Vilma Kurer, formerly of the Vienna 
Kleinkunstbuehne, and J. Arnold 
Brown the benefit of the doubt. Miss 
Kurer is comely and might have pos- 
sibilities in more believable assign- 
ments. Paul. 





| Play on Broadway 























itesasetinacsincentesaisnicemensieetbnisines 
| (REVIVAL) 
|} Operetta In three acts (eight scenes) by 
| Sigmund Romberg, Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, 
Frank Mandel and Laurence Schwab: pre- 
| sented by Joseph Tushinsky at Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y¥ opening Aug. 18, °42; music 
| director, Tushinsky; production supervised 
| by Richard Eichberg; staged by John 
| Pierce; $2.% top, 
| Julie oder es Sedaectseesernsees Doris Patston 
| SON, én sc bctecdabececal George Leonard 
CCRT POWER . sé nao cenccvan ...Gene Barry 
| Vicomte Riba@ud........ ~..»Marcel Journet 
b POUCA sce civcvessseconeess Carl Nelson 
DOES MOOG vcuceeeaceeucss Wilbur Evans 
PORE 6c baie eKeveese ieee wes Teddy Hart 
ONES caves heeet sie’ PTYTTILT Tee Paul Reed 
Jacques Adc bieketenen ORE BEIChel 
Marianne Beaunoir..........-- Ruby Mercet 
ee re er rae Everett West 
| Doorman. .....+0+00 geeweus Walter Munroe 
} POND SONNE, cdtaccabecuswee ee Joan Benoit 
|} Spaniard TEETTTLYTET TT Peter Birch 
| Spanish Dancer...cccccccecce Viola Essenova 
Boo see John Edwards 
ig = Sees Oe ean egor Pauli Wendel 
‘i! SEP cere eer ee Joan Wheatley 
Es + 65.04 sbG0eC eh etenases Hope Emerson 
Brunet, a S Bi cpecnstases Robert Towet 
Captain De Jean . Walte Munroe 
Premiere Danseuse....... Viola Essen 
Premiere Dancer...... Peter Birch 
| Singers 
Joan Benoit, Harriet Borger, T.ucy Lee, 
Irene Carroll, Jo Doncaster, Sally Had- 
ley Katherine Lester, Emily Marsh, Mae 
Muth, Marvel Skeels, Joan Wheatley. 
Jimmy Allison, Ray Cook, Robert Curl, 
)} Arthur Davies, Edward Dunbar Josep 
Monte, Carl Nelson, Larry Shinde Richard 
| Torigi, Robert Tower, Paul L. Wendel 
Dancers 
Harriet Adler, Richard Andre, Lief Argo, 
Deanne Benmore, Dan Denton, Nicoll Fa- 
tula, Marie Grey, Gay Hess, Eddie How- 
land, Emily Jewell, Audrey Kent, Anna 
Konstance, Ann Kus, Marion Lyn, Ruth 
Man, Eileen McBride, Irving Rappee., Mary 
lou Reed, Arleen Robinson, Grace Rudder, 
Judy Sargent, John Schindehette, Peter 


Kite Smith. 





Mention of ‘The New Moon’ stirs 
pleasant memories. Memories of 8 
Broadway season long since past, of 
Schwab and Mandel, of a once great 
entertainment and boxoffice smash. 
But this latest revival of the orig- 
inal Schwab and Mandel production 
can’t even remotely approach in en- 
| tertainment and boxoffice the smash 
of the 1928 Broadway season. 
| In 1928, it will be recalled, Lau- 
rence Schwab and Frank Mandel 
found their out-of-town tryout ol 





(Continued on page 55) 
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eee | 
‘Moon Is Down’ and Harry Forwood | Agustin Remon, doing well at Teatro | 
Broadway around drumbeating ‘Strip for London | Paris with Pepita , Bntng hen 5 rh Ho ood 
Action.’ pany. ; os 
Carnegie Tech drama school will | Alberto de Zavalia finishi -| 

The — ns ewer celebrated 7m na yee age schedule sagte Kun trying out new vaude- teriors in Sentiane del Ester ro | Errol Flynn to Mexico City 
8th wedding a yer = wit ornton Wilder’s ‘Merchant of | ville act. ’s ‘Mal: * starring his fe, | akley joined Feldman-B! 
gg oe Ahearn will be inducted Yonkers.’ Bob West, owner of H odrome | Dela Pincay Wong rte, Rees aoe la kaos — Jara aalenetia 
: Army today (26). Charlie Danvyer, Post Gazette’ dr vw uge <) eat — oe | 
into the é : : azette’s | Chatham, dropped dead. Dougall. Sophie Tucker house guest of 

NBC and Stork Club maestro Pittsburghesque columnist, on vaca- i i 

; Metro test | +: esq con , ; Alan Keith preparing script for Completion rushed on Carlos! Fanny Brice. 
Ted Steele is hot on the Metro tion but staying at home because of Rg - ~~ P Schlieper’s ‘Manan: icido’ Fr aro 
re i Rage ac one of Geraldo’s BBC programs. _Schlieper’s “Manana me Suicido _ Freeman Bernstein around after 
list. ‘ kendi at Lake : . 4 : a ta ecnia in | @ Lomorrow I'll Commit Suicide’), five-week illness. 

Frank Wirth weekends d Ruth Waag Brennen, Harry Seed’s Jack Taylor is doing new revue in| with Amanda Ledesma and Alberto Dick Voynow, of Decca Recording 
Hopatcong, where he owns a spee secretary, on leave of absence to} conjunction with William Henshall | Vila at EFA. spending a month here. ” 
boat. ‘ ; visit her soldier-husband, stationed | which is to tour the sticks. Ita’ ‘Mar 2 at: tur Maurice G on is z y associat 

Luise Silleox, Authors League ex- | on the Coast. Alec Lever, branch supervisor to Vuelta’ (Mar Del Plata Return aurice Golden is a new ociate 


ecutive-secretary, vacationing at her 
Vermont farm. 

Clock on- 
stopped again. 
with the weather. ; 

Shepard Traube to stage ‘R.U.R., 
being revived by Blank and Silber- 
stein for Broadway. ; 

Mort Blumenstock, Warners’ east- 
ern ad-publicity manager, back from 
the Coast with_his bride. 

The Genius Club, hangout for tyro 
actors, reopens in three weeks. Leo 
Shull is the guardian angel. 

J. C. Stein planed back to Bevhills 
on Monday, and returns in October 
to stay a longer period east. 

Henry Nemo starting rehearsals 
for new show which he will produce 
at the Ubangi Club on Broadway. 

Lou Walters, impresario of the 
Latin Quarter nitery, searching for 
space to open another spot in Wash- 
ington. 

Al Spink due back from Coast to 
agent ‘Lady in the Dark’ tour, Jack 
Pierre replacing him ahead of 
‘Claudia.’ 5 : 

Several uptown residential hotels 
already have been virtually taken 
over by U. S. military forces as bar- 
racks for trainees. 

Pat West and Murray Alpert from 
the Coast are in Tampa with the 
Howard Hawks outfit filming ‘Air 
Force’ for Warners. 

Gus EysseTl, Radio City Music Hall 
managing director, back from Wash- 
ington, in his capacity as a show biz 
advisor to the WPB. 

Whole cast of ‘This Is the Army 
guested by Paramount theatre at 
midnight screening of ‘Holiday Inn 
last Sunday (23) night. 

Ida Joy Balaban, daughter of A. J. 
Balaban, engaged to Gene Aberbach, 
of the Chappell music firm. Wed- 
ding scheduled for next month. 

‘ Whitner Bissell in Philly this week 


building 
to do 


Paramount 
Something 


to play Lord Cecil in Bucks County | 


playhouse presentation of ‘Elizabeth 
the Queen,’ with Flora Robson. 

A film explosion in the 46th street 
offices of the French Motion Picture 
Corp. yesterda® (25) resulted in 
damages only to windows and office 
equipment. 

Legit-radio actress Sylvia Weld 
has given up her Nyack (N. Y.) farm 
and moved to Manhattan. 


band, Lt. Albert S. Bigelow, is in 
the Navy. 

Oscar Levant’s brother, Harry, 
batoning ‘By Jupiter’ (Shubert), 
with Johnny Green leaving te | 
handle the new George Abbott | 
musical, ‘Beat the Band.’ 


The Irving Berlins went from the 


funeral Monday (24) morning of 
Alice Duer Miller (‘White Cliffs of 


Dover’) te a noontime wedding of 
Fay Wray and Robert Riskin. _ 
Dr. Irving Somach, theatrical 


medico, backer of Oscar Serlin and 
Crouse-Lindsay productions, 
been commissioned a major in the 
Mt. Sinai hospital unit, and reports 
to Camp Rucker, Ala., next week. 
Before the local Draft Board 
would OK Martin Freed’s departure 
for England and Ireland with Aji 
Jolson, the piano accompanist en- 


listed and then was given a furlough | 


to continue abroad with the star. 

A Russian Relief benefit at Nyack, 
with Helen Hayes, Ed Wynn, Tilly 
Losch, Larry Adler, et al., among 
headliners, almwst lost out to a mos- 
quito attack on the lawn of the 
country club where the gala was be- 
ing staged. 

Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 

Mark Browar. former local exhib 
now living in California, here for a 
visit 

Arthur Low Dave Shanahan 
will be in the Nixon boxoffice again 
this season. 

Jackie Cooper 
for a Stage 
week of Sept 


‘eal 
aniG 


slated 
Stanley 


tentatively 
appearance at 
11, 


Carlos Pugliese, operator of popu- | 


lar theatrical eatery, 21 Restaurant, 
off for the Army. 

_ Lynn, Royce and Vanya pencilled 
into Stanley with Dick Jurgens’ 
band this Friday (28). 


Eddie Krushinksi, who went into | 


Leo Heyn’s Summit hotel for two 
weeks, now in 20th month. 
Kalmine Recreation Hall at Camp 
O'Connell, Variety Club’s pet charity. 
will be dedicated Sunday (30). 
WB zone manager 


called by the death of his mother. 
Lieutenant Walter Good, former 
Harris theatre circuit manager, 
transferred to a base in California. 
Mountain Playhouse at Jenners- 
town doing a play for two weeks for 
the first time. It’s ‘The Little Foxes.’ 
_ Donna Geisler, the ‘one-woman 
band,’ and Tony Pudlow, Homestead 
- worker, will be married Sept. 


Karl Krug, Sun-Tele drama critic, 
Spending his annual two weeks rest 


on ,Captain Billy Bryant's Show 
oat. 
Joe (Lefty) Miller here ahead of 


Her hus- 


has | 


Moe Silver | 
back from Boston, where he was | 


Dale Thysinger, of Orpheum in 
McKees Rocks, sitting in for Man- 
ager John D. Walsh at Fulton while 
latter’s vacationing. 

Variety Club has decided to stage 
its annual banquet again this fall 
despite the war. Affair will be held 
at William Penn hotel Oct. 25, day 
following the Pitt-Duke football 
game at the Stadium. 


| 





Chicago 


Mort Blumenstock, of Warners, 
around the Loop with Irving Yergin. 


Tom Gorman called to Washington 


| fore the War Production Board. 


John O. Jones, of Jones, Linick & 
Shaefer, is heading the Chicago Fund 
of the Amusement and Recreation 
Division. 

John E. Flynn, Central Div. sales 
mgr. for Metro, returned from a 
Coast conference at the studio on the 
new season’s product. 

Jackie Heller in town from Holly- 
wood, where he played a role in ‘The 
Yanks Are Coming’ for PRC. He’ll 
fill some vaude dates. 

Henri Elman left for California 
this week to set his new Mutual Pic- 
tures Corp. deal. Elman will try to 
arrange finances and set studio. 

Lieut. J. H. Malone, from General 
Osborne’s special service dept. in 
Washington, is in Chicago to inter- 
view show producers eligible for spe- 
| cial government service. 

PRC trying to sell the Oriental 
theatre idea of running ‘Jungle Siren’ 
starring Ann Corio in connection 
with stripper’s personal appearance 
at theatre beginning Sept. 18. 

Richard Secheinbaum, Chicago dis- 
trict short subject rep for Para- 
mount, replaces Lou Goldberg in the 
sales dept. Another new addition to 
staff is John Himmelein from Cleve- 
| land. 








New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


Norman Randall has added 
nage since his hospital siege. 
| Ed Cole sheds Yale theatre for a 





ton- 


| Cape holiday. 

Ted Teschner busying himself with 
| weekly jitterbug contests at his 
Bijou. 

Eddie Wittstein doing baton duty 
for Lighthouse Point ty 
concerts. , 

Thelma Moore now handling 
Hotel Garde Fiesta Room entertain- 
ment as a single. 
| Waitress-chef probiem has shore- 
line eateries planning earlier clos- 
ings than usual. 

Foldup of WICC’s local outlet has 
ex-supervisor Judson LaHaye doing 
| temporary newspaper promotion. 

Yale Library gifted with 7,000- 
| piece collection of voice recordings 
lincluding old-time and 
theatrical greats. 

Yale Dramat’s 
Beecher Hogan, 
through an 
| ‘Petrified Forest. 

John Hesse scored a bally ace by 
landing induction exercises of Naval 


director, C 
frosh thesps 
production of 


new 
put 
okay 


Flight Squadron members for his 
;}Sstage on preem nite of ‘Yankee 


Doodle Dandy.’ 

Show biz locals handling commit- 
tees for Sept. bond drive are: I. J. 
| Hoffman and Harry Shaw, general 
| co-chairmen; John Hesse, publicity; 


Lou Schaefer. decorations: Bob 
Portle, parades: Robert Russell, 
special events; Hesse-Schaefer, ral- 
lies, 
K Cit 
By John Quinn 
Folly theatre, burlesquer, set to 


open new season Friday, Sept. 4 
Francis Triplett, house manager at 


Newman theatre, is father of son 
| born Aug. 17. } 
Ellis Atteberry, general manager 


of KCKN, Capper Publications sta- 
tion, is vacationing. 

‘Ice Revue of 1942,’ starring Dot 
|Franey, going into third week at 
|the Terrace Grill of the 
Muehlebach. 

A horse show, with $1,200 
| prizes, is planned by civilian de- 
| fense auxiliary police force of North 
Kansas City for Sept. 11 and 12. 

Constance Bennett through K. C. 
on way back to Hollywood after 
| closing tour boosting war bond sales. 
|Her husband, Gilbert Roland, is a 
| soldier at Camp Crowder, 140 miles 
| south of here. 

With many of the larger hotels 
quartering men in service, Ameri- 
'can Legion officials now are seeking 
‘rooms for between 5,000 and 10,000 
| delegates and other visitors expected | 
| to attend national convention of war 
ivets Sept. 19 to 21. 


i 


Hotel 


in 


| Mario 


| RKO, has switched to Columbia as 
| branch manager for Newcastle. 
| Kenneth Hall, joint managing di- 


| rector and founder of Quality Inns, | 


in hospital with throat ailment. 
Harold Jones, assistant head of 
sales for Columbia Pictures, who’s a 
brother-in-law of Max Thorpe, the 
sales head, is out. 
Ronald Chesney’s and _ Sidney 
Bright’s radio feature, ‘Mouth Organ 


tober for eight weeks by BBC. 


Wright and Marion just in from 


with GTC and Moss Empire to fol- 
low. 
Webster Booth and Anne Ziegler 


by Chris Dunphy for appearance be-| out of ‘Black Vanities,’ the Opera | 


! 


House, Blackpool, summer show, due 
to latter’s illness. 
placed. 

Gordon Claridge, Englishman who 


News, is quitting the publishing biz 
and has sold his interests to Clarence 
Hatrey. 

Tom Arnold and Lee Ephraim 
cabling to America to get rights to 
‘The Vagabond King,’ which they 
want to revive for the sticks, with 
West End to follow. 

Jack Tracey threatened with suit 
by Eric Wollheim, who is claiming 
commission on ‘All’s Fair,’ the Phyl- 
lis Dixey revue currently doing 
hefty trade at the WhitehaT™ theatre. 

Wilson, Keppell and Betty to do 
pix for Butchers’ Films, and then re- 
sume with Charlie Kunz vaudeville 
road show until new Palladium show, 
for which they are contracted, is 
| ready. 





| Charlie O’Donnell has split with | 


| Sam Wilson to revive the old stand- 

ard act of The Two Rascals and 
| Jacobsen. Newcomer is George 
| Boyce, English, while latter part of 
offering is original Jesse Jacobsen. 


vincial records with ‘Reap the Wild 


Wind’ at Paramount theatre, Birm- 
ingham, with fortnight’s take ex- 


ceeding $30,500, beating previous rec- 
ord held by Metro’s‘ Babes on Broad- 
way’ by over $2,100. 
Empire theatre, Sheffield, a Moss 

; Empires’ house, was gutted by fire 
| recently, with Ernie Lotinga, who 
| was to appear there that week, los- 
ing all his scenery. Most of his cos- 
| tumes were saved, however. 
George Formby’s two new pictures 
for Columbia Pictures release are 
already lined up. First, into produc- 
tion shortly at Denham, is titled 
‘Home Guard.’ Second is skedded 
for February and has British Navv 
background. 


Sir Patrick Hastings’ new show, to | 


be produced by Jack Hylton, Basil 
| Dean and Alec L. Rea, 
| been titled “The Admiralty Regrets,’ 


but the censor would not agree 
title It’s now been changed to 


‘Escort,’ and goes to the 
time shortly. 


Lyric some- 


Gainsborough Films and Sam 
Smith, head of British Lion Films, 
are bidding for film rights of Ivor 
Novello’: musical, “The Dancing 
Years, which is one of the hits in 
the West End. If film deal is con- 


summated, Tom Arnold, who is pre- 
senting the show, gets percentage on 
transaction. 
After 1,000 performances and five 
weeks rest due to attack of pneu- 
monia, Ivor Novello has been advised 
by his medico not to do more than 
one performance per day. His un- 
| derstudy, Barry Sinclair, will, there- 
fore, replace him for matinees in 
Tom Arnold’s ‘The Dancing Years’ at 
the Adelphi 


Big aggregation of stars have prom- 
ised to appear at London Coliseum 
concert Sept. 6 in aid of Home Guard 
fund Those already promised are 
Leslie Henson, Flanagan and Allen, 
Jack Hulbert, Cicely Courtneidge, 
Florence Desmond, Cyril Fletcher 


and Harry Parry’s band. Latter’s is 
only orch selected for this special 
show. 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 

Police suspend ‘Argentina Libre’ 
for 30 days. : 

Stuart Dunlap of Metro back from 
three-month vacash in States. 

UA readying distribution of local 
production, ‘Mar del Plata Ida y 

Practically all film crowd on hand 


for dinner to director Luis Cesar 
Amadori at Alvear Palace. 
Nicolas Fregues named new prez 


of Associacion Argentina de Actores, 
with Enrique Serrador as v.p. 
Homero Carpena added to cast of 
Soffici’s “Tres Hombres del 
Rio’ (‘Three Men of the River’). 
Singer Martha de los Rios in new 
kind of short being done by former 
seribbler Manuel PeNa Rodriguez at 
San Miguel 
‘No Time 
man’s Broadwv 


for Comedy.’ S. N. Benr- | 
ay hit, translated by 


Lessons,’ being revived again in Oc- | 


| America and open for General Thea- | 
| tres Corp. at Hippodrome, Brighton, | 


Jill Manners re- | 


helped to found the World’s Press | 


Cecil B. de Mille topped all pro- | 


was to have | 


to | 


| Ticket’), produced by Cruz del Sur, 
story by Josue Quesada and Agus- 
tin Remon. Directed by French di- 
rector Salviche. 


Megger Luis_ Saslavsky _added | 
Tilda Thamar. Berta Moss, Marce- | 


lino Ornat and Percival T. Murray 
to cast of ‘Cenizas al Viento’ (‘Ashes 
to the Wind’) at Baires. ALMAR set 
for distribution. 





San Francisco 


By Sherman Miller 





| ‘Ice Follies’ pulls out of Winter- 
}land Saturday (29) after 13 weeks 
of smash biz. 

John W. Elwood, KPO general 
manager, heads radio committee of 
Frisco War Chest drive. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ with Boris 
Karloff and remainder of original 
cast, billed into Curran theatre Mon- 
day (31). 

Robert Lippert opened his new 
Times theatre in Alameda last week 
and will open another Times house 
soon in Richmond. 

Del Goodman, Paramount's new 
| western district manager, was here 
_on first official visit, conducting two- 
day sales meeting. 
| John Sobrato, of John’s Rendez- 
| vous, threw a house-warming party 
for 700 assorted guests at his new 
estate at nearby Atherton. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 














Bernie Cummins band moves into 
| the Club Continental, Hotel Jeffer- 
son, Friday, Sept. 4 

Reed Hynes, dramatic and pix 
critic of the Star-Times for the past 
eight years, dons the khaki Sept. 2. 

The estate of George Westlain 
Davies, retired opera singer who 
died June 12, was valued at $25,225 
in an inventory filed in Probate 
Court. 


Clarence D. Hill, manager of Co- 
lumbia’s local branch, dashing 
|} around the St. Louis trade territory 
| lining up exhibs for the War Bond 
'and Stamp drive. 
| Sam Levin, partner in the syndi- 
cate owning the Esquire and Nor- 
side cinemas, reported to cops that 
burglars stole a $1,500 diamond ring 
from his west end home. 

Ollie John Watson, stagehand at 
the Capitol theatre, joined the Navy 








and journeyed to the Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station last week 
| with his 17-year-old son, Robert, 
who came here on furlough. The 
son joined up on July 4 
Mi li 
By Les Rees 
Old Log. strawhatter, offering 


‘Farm of Three Echoes.’ 

‘Gold Rush’ getting first Twin City 
showing at St. Paul World. 

Ada Leonard.and her band spotted 


into Happy Hour nitery Sept. 16 
Dave Palfryman, assistant to Si 
Fabian, here to advise on industry 
war bond campaign 
Ervin Brabee of Frederick Bros 
in from Chicago in connection with 


band bookings here. 

Hal Halperin, head of the Chicago 
‘Variety’ office, with the missus for 
confab with medico. 

‘Ice-Capades of 1943’ going into St 
Paul Auditorium Oct. 7-27 for 
second Twin City visit 

U. S. Senator J. H. Ball, backer of 


administration’s foreign policy 
speak at Northwest Allied conven- 
tion’s 'uncheon next week on motion 
picture's place in nation at war. 
Phil d | hi 
By Si Shaltz 
Bobby Evans, sepia terper. called 
up for induction last week 
| Max Kendrick, ex-songplugge! 


| now operating the 500®Club, Atlantic 
City. 

Bill Carty, 
ing at Cape 
filling in. 

Also donning khaki is Charley Em- 
ley, pianist-arranger with Bab Sheb- 





WIP spieler. vacation- 
May, with Bill Manrs 


} 


i ley’s band 
Felix Knight was star soloist at th 
Wanamaker Grand Court concert 


Friday night. 

WIBG has donated 
auditorium in its new 
Navy League. 

Show biz guys who've been re- 
jected by Uncle Sam are planning to 
form a ‘4-F Club.’ 


the use of the 
studios to the 


Charlie Thompson, formerly of 
WEEU, Reading, has joined the an- 
i nouncing staff of WIBG. 


Virginia Davis, daughter of maestro 
Mever Davis, is throwing a farewell 


party for Sam Bushman, portly 
nitery flack, who joins the Army 
after Labor Day. 


to 


in the Lou Irwin agency. 

Billy Edwards moved from Uni- 
versal to 20th-Fox publicity. 

Ray Milland’s power cruiser given 
to the Navy for the duration. 

The D. Ross Ledermans celebrated 
their 16th wedding anniversary. 

Frank Orsatti, agent, divorced by 

Lien Deyers, former film player. 

| Rita Hayworth to Texas for three 
| weeks of Army camp entertainment. 
| Arleen Whelan to Washington, 
} _—- husband Alexander D'Arcy is 
} ill. 
| Rise 


Stevens 


returned from an 

eastern tour to sing in Hollywood 
| Bowl. 

George ‘*Vard shifted from the 


Mitchel Hamilburg agency to Myron 
Selznick. 

George Dembow 
York on National 
business, 

Larry Estavan shifted from San 
| Francisco Chronicle to Warners pub- 

| licity staff. 
| Rudolph Sieber, Marlene 
|rich’s husband, became an 
/can citizen. 

Bob Murphy leased the old Clover 
Club for reopening as a nitery-eatery 
next month. 

Joe Glaser dealing for the Alice 
Faye home in Encino as a perma- 
| nent residence. 

Ken Whitmore taking charge of 
Warners studio publicity while Alex 
| Evelove on vacation. 


in from New 
Screen Service 


Diet- 
Ameri- 


Nate Blumberg returned from 
three weeks of huddling at Uni- 
versal’s home office. 

Chuck Koren moved into the 


Charles R. Rogers publicity depart- 
ment at Genera] Service. . 

Nikko, of the Grace and Nikko 
dance team, chanzed his name to 
Nicco. Former spelling too Jappy. 

Richard Arlen returned from his 
| golfing tour with Walter Hagen for 
Army Relief to go back to picture 
| work 

John C. Flinn, executive secretary 
| of Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Association, here for a few 
weeks. 

James FitzPatrick touring the 
Pacific Northwest to look over back- 
grounds for shorts about the lumber 
industry. 

Henry Wilcoxon, on furlough from 
the Coast Guard, playing a film role 
at Republic, turning the coin over 
to Coast Guard Relief. 

Leonard Goldstein, production as- 
sistant to Damon Runyon, filed 





bankruptcy petition, listing $200 in 
assets and $2,957 in debts. 
Peggy Kent Wilson, daughter of 


the late Sidney Kent, moved to Las 


Vegas, Nev., to establish residence 
for divorcee from Don Wilson, radio 
| announcer. 

Veloz and Yolanda passed up a 


| national tour because of transporta- 
| tion problems, going into ‘Priorities’ 


iin Frisco in October-and later to 
| Broadway. 

Warren Pierce took over. the 
| Hollywood post as chief of liaison 


division of Office of War Informa- 
tion, succeeding Fred Polangin, 
ordered to Washington another 
assignment. 


for 





Washington 


Nick Schenck here to huddle with 
WPB on raw materials priorities 

Eddie Plohn of National huddling 
with stage hands on new contract. 


Army has called Don Lamond 
from Paul Kain’s Glen Echo Park 
band. 

Willard hotel is holding ‘Ten 
Nights in a Barroom’ for a fifth 
week. 

Jonn J. O Connor, v.p- ot Univer- 
sa] Pictures, in town on priorit?@s 
mattel 

Helen Hamilton opens the Troika 
on Sept. 10 with Sheila Barrett as 
hey headliner 

Brock Whitlock, Columbia theatre 
manager, taking the usual two 
weeks vacation 

Dan Terrell of Loew’s passing out 
double smokes. Twins, with all con- 
cerned doing well 

3each Johnson. star sax and 
trumpet man, now with Pete Macias’ 


Lounge Riviera band. 

Treasure Island, town’s new flossy 
night spot, will be ready for un- 
veiling shortly after Labor Day. 

Cary] N. Odell of Paramount here 
to arrange the Quantico premiere of 


Wake Island’ at the U. S. Marines 
dase. 

Jimmy Cagney, Caro] Bruce and 
Lucy Monroe were headliners for 


Washington's Scrap Rally at Griffith 
Stadium Monday (24). 

Cross Roads theatre, 10 miles 
down Virginia way, beat hot weather 
and gas rationing. Closes full surn- 
mer season next week with ‘Vinegar 

| Tree.’ It’s on a bus line. 
Grand opera customers at Watere 
| gate yelled when an air raid alarm 
‘cut off ‘Aida’ in midst of perform- 
}ance. Management didn’t refund but 
| promised stub holders they could 
|see San Carlo production of ‘Choco- 
‘jate Soldier.’ 
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OBITUARIES 


MICHEL FOKINE 


Michel Fokine, 62, choreographer 
of the Russian ballet and interna- 
tionally recognized as ‘the father of 
modern ballet,’ died Aug. 22 at the 
West Side Hospital and Dispensary, 
N. Y., after a short illness. 


During his career, Fokine had 
been associated with such artists of 
the ballet as Anna Pavlova, Karsa- 
vina, Nijinski and Mordkin. He was 
the composer of ‘The Dying Swan’ 
for Pavlova in 1905. Other out- 
standing Fokine ballets include ‘Les 
Sylphides,’ ‘Scheherazade,’ ‘Cleo- 
patre,’ ‘Fire Bird,’ ‘Petruchka,’ ‘Don 
Juan, “Prince Igor,’ ‘Le Spectre de 
la Rose’ and ‘The Elves.’ 


Fokine ballets, unable to gain 
recognition in Czarist Russia, his 
birthplace, were taken to Paris 
through Serge Diaghlieff, impresario, 
in 1909. Their immediate success 
was followed by performances of 
Fokine ballets in this country by 
Pavlova, after which came notable 
presentations by Gertrude Hoffman 
in 1911. 


During the first World War, 
Fokine had been in London and did 
not come to the VU. S. until 1919 
when, as a dancer, he appeared with 
his partner wife, Anna Antonova, at 
the Metropolitan Opera House in 


Charles B. Dillingham 


Aug. 30, 1934 


“en 


jone but not forgotten” 


R. H. B. 





N. Y. His first engagement here 
was to stage the dances for the 
Morris Gest production, ‘Aphrodite.’ 
He acquired his American citizen- 
ship in 1932. 

Fokine’s latest works, commis- 
sioned by the Ballet Theatre, are 
‘Blue Beard,’ which premiered at the 
Met last season, and ‘La Belle 
Helene,’ yet to be presented. Both 
ballets are from the Offenbach op- 
erettas. 

Fokine’s activities between 1936 
and 1940 include his leadership of 
the Rene Blum Ballet de Monte 
Carlo, Ballet Russe, the Education 
Ballet and the Ballet Theatre. Since 
1925 he had been head of the Michel 
Fokine and Vera Fokine American 
Ballet. 

Widow and son, Vitale, survive. 


LINDA LEE 
(Mrs. Kermit Bleomgarden) 
Linda Lee, 27, also professionally 
known as Hattie Richardson, pre- 
sumably fell out of a _ low-silled 
French window of her apartment at 
100 Central Park South, N. Y., Mon- 
day (24) evening and was found dead 
on the pavement on the Sixth ave- 


‘March of Time’ and ‘Cavalcade of 
America’ programs. 

Before her radio work, Miss Pal- 
mer had been associated with stock 
company plays. 

Husband survives. 





CARL KOENIG 


Carl Koenig, 79, actor, stage di- 
rector and writer, died Aug. 22. in 
New York. 


A native of Bohemia, Koenig rep- 
resented a third generation as an 
actor-writer in his family. With a 
juvenile company managed by his 
mother, he had appeared at a com- 
mand performance for the children 
of Czar Alexander in St. Petersburg 
(now Leningrad), Russia. 


Since 1882, Koenig had made his 
home in the U. S., appearing first as 
a comedian in 1883 at the World’s 
Fair. As an actor and stage director 
he had been associated for more 
than 20 years with the stock com- 
pany at the Pabst theatre, Milwau- 
kee. In N, Y., from 1918 until his re- 
tirement in 1936, he was occupied 
with writing, producing and direct- 
ing plays with juvenile casts. 

Widow and two daughters sur- 
vive. 





JACOB C. LAVENE 


Jacob C, Lavene, owner of the 
Academy theatre, Buffalo, died in 
that city after an illness of several 
years. He was associated with 
amusement business over 50 years, 
starting in boyhood as secretary of 
the Toronto Baseball Club, 


Entering show business, Lavene 
traveled from coast to coast as man- 
ager of various road show enter- 
prises, including picture tent shows. 
He went to Buffalo 25 years ago as 
treasurer of the old Garden and 
Gayety burlesque theatres, For five 
years he managed the Gayety, after 
which he took over the Academy, 
running it first on a burlesque policy 
and in recent years with pictures. 

Lavene was Chief Barker of the 
Buffalo Tent of Variety Club for 
three terms and also director of the 
National VarietyClubs. 





WILL A, JORDAN 
Will A. Jordan, 79, veteran actor 
who worked with E. M. Sothern and 
Julia Marlowe among many others, 
died Aug. 17, at St. Joseph’s hos- 
pital, Memphis. 


readings in Carnegie Hall on Fri- 
day evenings many times, had 
worked with virtually all the stars 


that entertained the past genera- 
tion. He was with the Sothern- 
Marlowe company during World 
War I. During the summers for 


23 years he trouped the Chatauqua 
circuit, 





nue side of the building. She was 
the wife of Kermit Bloomgarden, 
general manager for Herman Shum- 
lin, who took the remains to New 
Orleans Tuesday for interment. 

Miss Lee had been treated for a 
nervous ailment, but there were no 
indications that the fall was other 
than accidental. Bloomgarden had 
been reading a script in another 
room and had intended attending a 
motion picture with her before re- 
porting at the Canteen. First he 
knew of the tragedy was when a 
pcliceman rang the doorbell 
checkup of the tenants. 

Earlier in the summer Miss Lee 
Was in the road company of ‘Pal 
Joey,’ using the name of Richardson. 
She also was in ‘Watch on the 
Rhine’ in summer stock and several 
seasons ago played in ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter.’ Previously she 
was a singer with orchestras, includ- 
ing the Clyde Lucas band, plus being 
a radio songstress. Couple had been 
wed three years. 





EFFIE PALMER 

Effie Palmer, radio actress for the 
past 20 years, died Aug. 19 in New 
York. 

Miss Palmer’s radio debut was 
made in 1922 over the old Wana- 
maker station in N. Y., and since 
then had performed in over 1,000 
broadcasts. At her death, she 
played the feminine lead on the 
‘Mother and Dad’ program over 
WABC, CBS, in N. Y. Other pro- 
grams in which she had appeared 
include ‘Just Plain Bill,’ ‘The Story 
of Mary Marlin,’ ‘Orphans of Di- 
vorce,” ‘Death Valley Days’ and 
Socony Sketches.’ Miss Palmer had 
been in the original cast of the ‘Seth 
Parker’ show and performed in the 


in a! 


i A native of Ripley, Miss., he was 
|living in the home of a sister-in- 
law, Mrs. Maggie Jordan, Raleigh, 
Tenn,, since retirement some years 
ago. 

Surviving are 
a brother. 

Burial was in Raleigh. 


W. ALLEN KINNEY 


W. Allen Kinney, 82, former at- 
torney, long-time associate of the 
Whalen Brothers, Kentucky political 
bosses, and theatre operator, died 
Aug. 22 at the home of a nephew 
;with whom he lived. Son of Maj. 
| William Rumsey Kinney, who was a 
|friend of Abraham Lincoln. Kinney 
|practiced law with his father for 
iseveral decades, during which he 
|was active in Democratic politics 
jand served frequently as judge pro- 
tem of the criminal court in Louis- 
ville. 

Retiring from the practice of law 
30 years ago, Kinney built a chain 
of neighborhood film houses in Ken- 
tucky and Indiana, and, still was 
owner of the Orpheum, subsequent 
run house in Louisville, at the time 
of his death. 

Surviving are a 
nephews. 


three sisters and 





sister and six 





CHARLES HILD 

Charles Hild, 75, clarinetist with 
concert bands and orchestras that 
flourished in Cincinnati before the 
turn of the century, died Aug. 19 in 
St. Mary’s hospital, Cincy. He had 
long been ill, yet carried on with his 
musie and as a copyist at Fillmore’s 
Music House in Cincinnati. Born in 
Austria, he came to this country 
while a young man. He was the 
father of Oscar F. Hild, president of 
the Cincinnati Musicians’ Associa- 





program’s film version, ‘Way Down 
East.’ She also appeared in the 


Ya re ema 


tion, head of the Cincinnati Summer 
Opera Association, and a_ vice- 


ERE PRO PE OTN, LE EI TN SIZ LF SH TED 


itwo 


Jordan had given his Negro dialect |! 


president of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians. 

Survived by widow, four brothers, 
sisters, a second son and a 
d«ughter. 





ALICE DUER MILLER 


Alice Duer Miller, 68, noted 
American author, died Aug. 22 at 
her New York home after a long 
illness. Mrs. Miller was a prolific 
writer of novels and plays, and she 
won additional prominence two 
years ago with her poem, ‘The White 
Cliffs,’ which Lynn Fontanne made 
popular with her radio perform- 
ance. ’ 

Funeral services were held Mon- 
day (24) in N. Y., with many promi- 
nents in attendance. Burial took 
place at Evergreen cemetery, Mor- 
ristown, N. J. 





LOUIS KASTOR 


Louis Kastor, 80, president of H. 
W. Kastor & Sons, advertising 
agency, died at his home in Chicago 
Aug, 18 after a five-year illness. 
Kastor, with his father, H. W. Kas- 
tor, founded the agency in St. Louis 
in 1895, later expanding it to Chi- 
cago, New York aud Los Angeles. 
Six other Kastor sons worked with 
Louis Kastor in the business con- 
tinuously since its inception. Sur- 
vived by widow, Babette; Brothers 
Richard H., William B. and. Arthur 
G., and a sister, Gertrude Krone. 





EDMOND NORRIS 


Edmond Norris, 78, former stage 
actor, died Aug. 19 in Brooklyn. 

Norris came to the U. S. at an 
early age from London where he 
was born, At 15 he made his first 
stage appearance, at the Coates 
Opera House, Kansas City, Mo. He 
performed in vaudeville as well and 
during his career of 60 years had 
played in all parts of the world. 

Widow, Florence Enright, and a 
daughter, Mary, a dancer, survive. 





MURDOCK MacQUARRIE 


Murdock MacQuarrie, 64, veteran 
stage and screen actor, died Aug. 22 
in Los Angeles. 

After a long stage career under 
management of William A. Brady, 
Henry Miller and others, he switched 
to pictures in early silent days. 
Directing and acting for Biograph. 
FBO, First National and _ other 
pioneer film companies, he recently 
had been active as character actor in 
films. . 

Widow survives. 





J. ROBERT HEATH 

J. Robert Heath, 42, active in 
Reading, Pa., for a decade or more 
in theatricals as a booker and man- 
ager, was found dead in his lodg- 
ing house last week, victim of an 
overdose of sleeping powder. He 
had been dead for two days when 
his body was found. 

A note he left stated, ‘life is get- 
ting too tough for me to take.’ 

Recently he had been working in 
a steel plant, near Reading. Widow 
and child survive. 





RALPH HANKINSON 

Ralph Hankinson, 63, died sud- 
denly of a heart attack last Wednes- 
day (19) at Orange City, Fla., where 
he owned a hotel. Deceased was a 
leading promoter of auto races at 
state and country fairs, and when 
such events were banned because of 
the gas and tire situation, he re- 
turned to Florida. 

Widow, the former Nellie Jordan, 
a circus aerialist, and twe children 
survive. 





JESSE W. DENMAN 





| Jesse W. Denman, 50, died at his 
ihome in Des Moines, Aug. 15, from 
'a heart attack. Until two years ago 
ihe was associated with A. H. Blank 


las secretary-treasurer of Central 
|States Theatres Corp. Since that 
|time he had been engaged in the 


real estate business. He owned the 
Princess theatre at Eagle Grove, Ia., 
and the Clarion at Clarion, Ia. 

Survived by widow, three daugh- 
ters, son and grandchild. 





ALBERT N. HOXIE, JR. 

Albert N. Hoxie, Jr., 57, harmonica 
player and former leader of the 
Philadelphia Harmonica Band died 
Aug. 20 in East Sandwich, Mass. 

As a harmonica teacher it is es- 
timated Hoxie had instructed over 
100,000 boys during his career, At 
Cape Cod in the first World War he 
had been first to organize a war- 
time ‘community songfest.’ 

Widow, two sons and a daughter 
survive, 





MAX HIRSCHFELD 
Max Hirschfeld, 80, pianist, com- 
poser and conductor, died Aug. 17 





in New York of a heart attack. 





As an orchestra conductor, Hirsch- 
feld had been associated with such 
producers as Florenz Ziegfeld, Vic- 
tor Herbert, the Shubert brothers, 
the Frohmans and Charles Dilling- 
ham. He had also conducted grand 
opera in San Francisco. 





MARTHA KIPLINGER 


Martha L, Kiplinger, former oper- 
ator of the Desert Opera House at 
San Bernardino, Cal., died there 
Aug. 19. Among the stars who ap- 
peared in her theatre before it 
closed in 1927 were David Warfield, 
Richard Mansfield, Blanche Walsh. 
Lillian Russell, Mrs. Leslie Carter, 
Marjorie Rambeau, Otis Skinner and 
William and Dustin Farnum. 





MARION LUCAS 


Marion Lucas, former Savannah 
newspaperman and associated with 
his brother, Arthur M. Lucas, in film 
theatre exhibition, died Aug. 16 after 
a long illness. 

Postmaster of Savannah at the 
time of his death, Lucas was former 
city editor of the Savannah Morning 
News and previously was a reporter 
on the Savannah Press. 





JAMES B. KINGCADE 

James B. Kingcade, 87, a tightrope 
walker who had been associated 
with a number of circuses prior to 
his retirement 25 years ago, died 
Aug. 19 in Columbus, 0. A native 
of Philadelphia, he had made his 
home in Columbus the last 60 years. 

A son, James B., Jr., of Columbus, 
and a grandson survive. 





AUGUST F. MEYER 


August F, Meyer, Cleveland musi- 
cian for more than 30 years, died 
in that city after a brief illness. 
Meyer was co-director of the New- 
man-Meyer Dance orchestra and 
later served as director of the East 
End Grays and the Cleveland Rail- 
way Co. bands. 





J. PARKER READE, JR. 


J. Parker Reade, Jr., 57, pioneer 
film producer, died Aug. 22 at his 
Beverly Hills home following a 
heart attack. In the early 1920’s he 
was associated with Thomas Ince 
and was a prominent figure in the 
old Pathe Studio in Culver City. In 
recent years Reade was a public re- 
lations counsel. 





OLIVER C. EDWARDS 


Oliver C. Edwards, 63, manager of 
Poli theatres in Hartford and New 
Haven for 27 years before becoming 
advertising manager for a dry goods 
company in Springfield, Mass., died 
recently. 

A widow and son survive, 





EMIL HOLLANDER 


Emil Hollander, who conducted 
the Paramount theatre orchestra, 
Toledo, in 1930 and 1931, died of a 


heart attack Aug. 18 while conduct- 
ing the overture in a Rockford, II1., 
theatre. 

Widow and four sons survive. 





HARRY F. MILLER 


Harry F. Miller, 81, vet showman, 
died in Corpus Christi, Texas, re- 
cently. He was owner of the Harry 
F. Miller Texas Comedy Players, 
having been in the traveling show 
biz for 35 years. 

Widow, son and sister survive. 





HENRY EICHHEIM 
Henry Ejichheim, 72, cellist and 
composer of Oriental music and 
symphonic tone poems, died Aug. 22 
in Santa Barbara, Cal. He was with 
the Boston symphony orch for 20 





years, 
ALLAN SEARS 
Allan Sears, 55, character actor, 
died Aug. 18 in Los Angeles after a 


long illness. 





LOUIS NATHEAUX 
Louis Natheaux, 44, veteran film 
player, died Aug. 23 in Los Angeles, 
Widow and daughter survive. 





Carl C. Nestor, 35, with Jones 
Greater Shows (carnival), died 
while being taken from Mannington, 
W. Va., to hospital at Clarksburg, W. 
Va. Mother survives, 





Milton Bridenbecker, 42, second 
cameraman at Columbia, died Aug. 
17, in Hollywood, following an op- 
eration. 





Anthony A. Osiecki, 33, Erie, Pa., 
musician and proprietor of music 
supply house, died Aug. 17, leaving 
widow and three sons. 





Father of Bob Feldman, sports- 
caster” and salesman at , WMAS, 
Springfield, Mass., died recently. 











T. Dorsey 


Continued from page 1 


Dorsey, however, had changed his 
mind and the store exec went back 
empty-handed. The following day 
the store took ads in the local dailies 
apologizing for Dorsey’s disappoint- 
ment of the many record fans who 
flocked to the store. 

Dorsey also didn’t make Izzy 
Rappaport, operator of the Hipp, too 
happy, despite the big $24,000 gross 
on the six-day date of the band, 
Out of that take Dorsey got $12,000, 
per his 50%-of-the-gross deal. Rap- 
paport also gave Dorsey a personal 
gift of six expensive pipes. 

However, on closing day (12), 
Dorsey refused, and didn’t go on 
for supper show when he wasn’t 
satisfied with the size of the audi- 
ence in for that performance. No 
amount of persuasion would make 
him change his mind, so the theatre 
ran a quick repeat of its screen fea- 
ture, ‘Enemy Agents Meet Ellery 
Queen’ (Col). 

Dorsey did go through, however, 
with his deal to play the show that 
night with the Balto preem of ‘Pride 
of the Yankees’ (RKO). 














Caliente 


Continued from page ! 


case with its ruling that expropria- 
tion, excepting in the oil case on 
March 18, 1938, and in some agrarian 
cases, is only legal when indemni- 
fication is paid forthwith or within 
a reasonable time after the action. 
In expropriating the Agua Caliente 
spot, President Cardenas had speci- 
fied that indemnification would not 
be paid until 10 years after the 
property was seized. The court held 
that that term was not reasonable. 
Deferred indemnification for such 
expropriations as oil and some 
agrarian, the court ruled, is justified 
by the federal constitution. 





MARRIAGES 

Agnes L. Jahn, to Sergeant James 
Copeland, in Cleveland, Aug 4. 
Bride is elephant rider 
Ringling Circus. 

Tina Thayer to Lester Koenig, in 
Hollywood, Aug. 17. Bride’s a screen 
actress; groom is a film writer. 

Ethel Taylor to Early Maxwell, 
in Memphis, Aug. 22. Bride is a 
singer; he’s promotions editor for 
Memphis Commercial Appeal. 

Eleanor Shockley to Lt. William 
Udell, Aug. 22, in Kansas City. Bride 
was with Young & Rubicam agency. 

Norma Shearer to Martin Arrouge 
in Beverly Hills, Aug. 3. She’s the 
film star; he’s a skiing instructor. 

Margaret Roach to Lieut. E. L. 
Hinton, in San Antonio, Aug. 21. 
Bride is daughter of Hal Roach. 

Ann Winslow to Atwell Westwick, 
in Santa Barbara, Cal., Aug. 20. 
Bride is a stage actress; groom is 
superior court judge. 

Fay Wray to Robert Riskin, Aug. 
23, in New York. Bride is the film 
player; he’s the screen scenarist, 
presently associated with the Office 
of War Information. 

Mitzi Green to Joseph Pevney, in 
New York, Aug. 25. Bride is stage 
singer; he’s a legit stager and actor, 
currently directing ‘Let Freedom 
Sing,’ Broadway musical due 
Sept. 15. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Dave Gilbert, 50n, 
Aug. 16, in New York. Father is 
member of the Blue network sales 
service department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Landt, son, 
Aug. 20, in New York. Father is of 
Landt Trio, radio singers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gough, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Father is with Metro’s camera de- 
partment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Ehrlich, daugh- 
ter, July 24, in New York. Father 
is radio writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Deane, son, 
in Duluth, Aug. 18. Father is an- 
nouncer for WEBC, Duluth; nother 
is former conductor of stations 
‘Woman's Hour.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Fitzgerald, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Aug. 21. 
Mother is former Marianne Mc- 
Garity, singer with the Four Aces. 

Mr, and Mrs, Ben Pivar, daughter, 
in Hollywood, Aug. 23. Father 1s 
associate prcducer at Universal. 

Mr. and Mrs, Edwin (Susan) 
Gage, daughter, Aug. 23, in New 
York. Mother is daughter of Walter 
Reade, theatre operator. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Levinson, 
son, in New York, Aug. 23. Father 





is on the Warners’ legal staff. 
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, 
ported at the Des Moines head- 


qué rters. ‘ 
She was the first Zanesville femme 


coldier, second in the county. 





Capt. Mike Cullen 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 25. 

M. J. (Mike) Cullen, district man- 
ager for Loew's, slated for a cap- 
taincy in the army in a special 
pranch of the service designed to 
train men for handling shows and 
other theatrical productions in 
camps. Cullen, former Loew house 
manager in Washington and Pitts- 
burgh, staged presentations at both 
spots for several years and even 
recently has been re-shuffling cer- 
tein units at Stanley for Warners, 
with whom Loew’s are in on a local 

ool. 
, Understood that Cullen’s commis- 
sion is only waiting for a definite 
draft status from his local board in 
Columbus, where he makes his head- 
quarters. Currently the Loew exec 
is in Pittsburgh looking after the 
Penn while Marty Burnett, man- 
aging director of the 3,300-seat 
house, is vacationing. 

Joseph Szymik, in charge of 
specialties department at NSS, army. 
He’s the seventh man National 
Screen has lost to the service here. 

Dave Lefton, son of Lew Lefton, 
PRO distributor here, upped from 
corporal to sergeant in Hawaii, 
where stationed since before Pear! 
Harbor. 

Dr. Harold Malamud, husband of 
Yetta Miller, assistant to Joe Hiller, 
local booker, called up as a first 
lieutenant in Ariny Medical Corps. 

Harold Cohen, Lewistown, Pa., 
exhib, commissioned elieutenant, 
senior grade, navy. 

Albert Redfoot, Jr., son of veteran 
Winber and Central City exhib, as- 
sisting his father in operation of 
several theatres, army. 

Harry Harris, son of late Senator 
John Harris, founder of Harris 
‘Amus. Co., army. He’s the former 
husband of Jane Thurston, daughter 
of late Howard Thurston. 

John W. Wilson, M-G checker, 
army. Also a professional singer ard 
entertainer, he served in first World 
War. 

Gordon Kearsey, asst. mgr. Fulton, 
going into navy as an aviation cadet. 
MUST 

Charles Steinhauser, son-of Si 
Steinhauser, veteran radio editor of 
Press, commissioned a second lieu- 
tenant following graduation from 
officers candidate school at Fort Ben- 
ning, Ga. Before going into Army a 
year ago, Lieut. Steinhauser was an 
assistant manager for WB and later 
a checker at Metro. 

Herbert Browar, Tech drama 
school graduate and son of former 
local exhib, Mark Browar, appointed 


Continued from page 4 


Uncle Sam’s Roll Call 








Harry Hayes, 


Newcasile, army. 


His brother, George, was inducted 
Thursday and expected to go into 
the Army Air Corps. 





Indpls. Bunch Set 
Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 25. 
office manager at 
United Artists here, army. 

Ward Farrar, ex-manager at Loew’s, 
stationed at Patterson Field, O. 


Tom McKean, formerly of local 
Warner office and son of Claude Mc- 
Kean, Warner branch manager, sec- 
ond lieutenant, Camp Adair, Ore. 

Dick Hufford, manager of Royal, 








Ed MeGoldrick Jr 
Anita Thoma 
Sally Foy 
Michael Wayne 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick Sr 
Moravian Bar 
Bon-Bon Buddies 
Sam Price 
Cookie Williams 
Neil Dieghan’s 
Bill Romano 
Girard & Caroline 
Serenaders 
Catherine Wolf Gis 
Lee Ross 
Frank Murtha 
Geo Marchetti Orc 
Old Falls Tavern 
Carol Cayne 
Joe Altee 
Katherine King 
Harry Holly 
Billy Hays Ore 
Open Door Cafe 
Bunny Leroy 
Bernardettes 6 
Maurie Sweidlow 
Jose Shalit 
June Burnette 
Pat Bernard 
Shaliia-Craig Ore 
Frank Talambo's 
Frankie Schiuth 
Flying Berrys 
Iris Wayne 
Jeanettes 
Gloria French 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Gene Eyman Orc 
Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 


Chas & J Travers 
Little Sketter 
Morice & Meshell 


Sandy McPherson 
Gloria Dale 
Marty Devine Orch 
River Drive Ter 
Dick Wharton Orc 
Sam’s Cafe 
Louise Allen 
Betty Lane 
Bernie Landis 
Eddie Howard 





to Signal Corps officers candidate 
school at Fort Monmouth, N. J. 

Jim Schultz, manager of WB’s Co- 
lumbia in Erie, has joined Army Air 
Corps as a flying cadet. 

Bernard Davis, manager of WB’s 
Victor in McKeesport, Army. 

Tony Conforti, Jr., son of owner of 
Nixon Cafe, Army Air Corps. 

Ted Perry, until recently featured 
singer with Mickey Ross’ staff band 
at WJAS, Army. 

Frankie Miller, drummer with 
Freddy Nagel’s band at Bill Green’s 
wit Army. 

Mel Burke, chief announcer at 
WBLK, Clarksburg, W. Va., and Mort 
Burgh, of announcing staff, Army. 

Robert W. Munn, in charge of ad- 


vertising accessories at Warner ex-| 


change, Army. 

Phil Davis, continuity chief at 
WCAE, got back from a honeymoon 
last week and found his marching 
papers from Uncle Sam waiting for 
him. Davis, who married Kay Con- 
nors, of station’s program depart- 
ment, shoved off for an induction 
center less than 48 hours after he 
had reported back on the job from 
his wedding trip. His successor has 
not yet been named. For time be- 
ing, the new Mrs. Davis will re- 
sume her old job at WCAE. 





Publicists All 

Capt. F. C. Schang, formerly of 
Columbia Concerts, Capt. Elbert 
(Slim) Severance, of the Chanin 
enterprises, and George Kirksey, 
formerly of the United Press sports 
Staff, are public relations officers at 
the headquarters of the Army Air 
Force, Technical Training Command, 

nollwood Field, N. C. 





Lurie Selling Out 
Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 25. 
Howard Lurie, owner of the Lin- 
coln, nabe, obtained 60-day draft de- 


ferment to dispose of the theatre. | 


Bills Next Week | 
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Eddie Blum 

Fay Meryl 

Gertie Taylor Ore 
Silver Lake Inn 
La Marita 

Col Geo Reed 

D & J Herman 
Alice Lucey 

Moro & Chita 


Frank Hassel Orc 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Retty Rehrle 


John Siem 
Swingsters 
Dotty DeWayne 
Ted Hale 
Katherine King 
Lorraine 

Grace Lynn 
Bob Krail 
Agnes Willis 


69th St. Rathskeller 


Al Frances 3 
Bill Sanderson 
Margie Hyams 
Syd Rose 
Sheridans 2 
Joyettes 
Betty Campbell 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Swan Club 
Troy Brown 
Cirillos 3 
Lane Sis 
Max Coleman 
Jimmy Hussman 
Baron Lee 
Vincent Rizze Ore 
Town Tavern 
Barbara Webb 
lee Austin 
Johnny Wages 
len Parker 
Trans Atlantic L’ge 
James Leonetti 
Venice Grill 
Marie Lamont 
Don Romero 
Merrill Sis 
Don Nichelas Ore 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 
Dias & Diane 
Eddie Mathews 
Joe Arenee 
Jack Moss 
Edith Lambat 
Temple City 4 
Jules Flacco’s Orc 
Raths'’r Eldoradians 


qay) 4B 





ones at” botien Dotty Brennan 
Mike Ray Ore Dot Sandy 
. . Diane Cooper 
Sciolla’s Anne ‘Tally 
Frankie Richardson| Jack Hutchinson 
Wade & Wade Victor Nelson Ore 
Alpine Lodge Merry-Go-Round 
K Duffy Rev tloward Baum Ore 
W Stoeffler Orc Sally Hughes 
| Chester Dolphin New Hillerest 
Fs ey George Wells Ore 
| Gayle Robbins Nixon Cafe 
| Arlington lodge A} Marisco Ore 
| Pad Allwes Ore Bob Carter — 
—, — sis Helene & Violin 
. : Coleman Clark 
Balconades Rob & Maxine 
Bob Lazar Orc Frank Andrini 
Dale Spohrer Nat House 


Bill Green's 
Freddy Nagel Ore 
Lorraine Benson 
Bob Lochen 

Blue Kidge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Cornell Cooper 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Cozy Harris 
Dancing HKuddy 
Boog Sherman 
Racehorse Williams 


Garry Comorade 


Cork and Bottle 
| Lloyd Fox 
Colonial 
J Spitainy Ore 


Eddie Peyton's 
Geo Overholt Orc 


Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 
51 Club 
| Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 
Linda Cotta 
Sally Rice 
Torchy Cole 
Sherrly Lane 


Margie Norris 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Marty Schramm 
4 Kings & Queen 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel ith Avenue 
Harty Bigley 
Escorts 
Hotel Roosevelt 
liarding-Mess 3 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 
Hotel Wm Penan 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
lenox Gordons 
Deno Belli 
Johu Fritz 





Piccolo Pete Orc 
Hal & Dolly 
Good & Goodie 
Ted Blake 
Harry Dankert 
Orchard ion 
Benny Burton Or: 
Oasia 
Al Snyder Ore 
Johnny Wiles 
Pines 
Pon Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Jacques La Belle 
Redd’s Cafe 





: on 
| Evelyn 


| 
| Tiny 


Rudy Paul Ore 
Jackson 

| Fran Diamond 
Eddie Palmer 
Squirrel Coop 
Miller 

| Dale Harkness 
Eddies Miller 
Pat McGowan 

| Snowball Jackson 


} Trelon 


Ioey Reynolds 


Freddy Rose 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman 
Eddie Metcalfe 
Jackie Miles 
Joe & Betty Lee 
Ruth Wayne 
Paul Kirkland 
Sky-Vue 
Jimmy Gamble 
Union Grili 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandrettoa 
Villa Madrid 
Ftzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Jack McCarthy 
Yvonne & Victory 
Julie Naletty 
Broadway Debs 


Or 


(ire 





Victory Lounger 


| Victory 3 


Webster Hall 


| Nelson Maples Ore 


la onettes 


Madison Sq. Garden’s 
$16,774 Claim on RB&B 


Madison Square Garden Corp. is 
seeking judgment of $16,774 against | 
Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey 
Combined Shows, Inc., in a suit filed 
last week in N. Y. supreme court. 
The sum represents alleged debts ac- | 
crued during the circus’ Garden per- 
formances in April and May of this 
year. 


Action, based on three causes, 
claims $9,500 as an unpaid balance 
of a $34,000 leasing bill, $4,546 as 
rental of the Garden's parking lot, 
marquee signs and equipment, and 
$520 as damages to Garden property 
due to negligence of circus em- 
ployees, patrons, etc. Defendants al- 
legediy refuse to make good the 
payments. 


| 
j 


| throughout the country. 
| Satisfied that Jap morals had thus} New York Times; 
































quarters of Metro and began the 
housecleaning which was once and 
for all ‘(according to the Japs) to 
oust American pix from the Far} 
East. 

First step was to close. all 
American distributing offices, im- | 


pound all product on hand and to 
yank all American pix out of houses 
Officials, 


been adequately ‘protected’ from the 
baleful influence of American flick- 
ers, allowed the Jap office crews, 
which had repeatedly protested their 





Garden’s contract with the circus 


daily performances and $4,000 for 
Sundays. The agreement is dated 


| February, 1937, and is due to expire 


in 1943. 


DETROIT SAYS 
WAR NEEDS A 
CIRCUS 


Detroit, Aug. 25. 


Is a circus too much distraction? 

The problem was dumped into the 
Common Council’s lap here when 
Army officials and the heads of 
war production plants protested 
against the playing and also the lo- 
cation of the Ringling Bros. Circus. 

Their point was that the circus 
was too much of a distraction since 
the current stand of the Ringling 
tent here was located in areas 
which overflowed with arsenals. 
They also said that they feared too 
many men would take a day off to 
take their families to the circus 
which would hamper production. 


However, the City Fathers here 
took the stand that ‘Detroit needs 
such distraction’ and stood firm on 
its six-day permit to Ringling. The 
press also editorially overrode the 
protests declaring we need such 
boosts to civilian morale and ‘Amer- 
ica doesn’t have to shuck such tra- 
ditional things as the circus to win 
this war.’ 











loyalty to the American outfits, to 


could be whacked up among them. 

| Although the American reps had 
previously formally agreed to pay 
all hands a handsome cash retire- 
ment allowance (if and when liqui- 
dation occurred) equalling one 


| ployment, the hired help proceeded 
|to raid the till by demanding a full 
year’s pay, plus a Christmas bonus 
of three weeks salary. All this in 
addition to the retirement allowance 
already agreed upon. 

Reps of five companies being non- 
belligerent nationals and »Deing un- 
interned, signed the document when 
presented, with nobody able to 
guess how much pressure was ap- 
plied by the authorities to get their 
mames on the dotted line. Mike 
Schathin, Warners, and Lew Pepper- 
man, UA, both of whom took refuge 
in the American Embassy on the 
morning of the eighth, however, 
signed under duress. To make the 
pill easier to swallow the document 
included the managers in the payoff, 
some of them standing the chance of 
pocketing quite a chunk of change 
by just scribbling their names. 
Whether any of them actually re- 
ceived the cash is problematical. It 
is known Pepperman . signed 
check for UA on an account which 
required an okay from New York, 
but it is believed that the others may 
have had enough in their current 
working accounts to meet the re- 
quirements. Both Pepperman and 
Schathin are known to have refused 


of availability of the cash. 
Axis Pix Get Chance 
Axis and Frengh flickers which for 
years had been trying to dislodge 
American product 
clear sailing for the first time in 
|many years. 











Play on B’way 
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THE NEW MOON 





‘Moon’ sadly lacking. They preferred 
to carry the show at a loss rather 
than open it in its then-unprepared 
state. 
seph S. Tushinsky has apparently yet 
to learn. For the producer of the 


preparation. 


‘Moon’ marks the third in a series 
of operettas to be revived by Tu- 


limited engagements, and on open- 
ing night indications were that it was 
the least successful from an enter- 
tainment standpoint. Wherein the 
b.o. possibilities were concerned, Sig- 
mund Romberg’s music, of course, 
remains ageless. 

Wilbur Evans, a holdover from 
‘The Merry Widow.’ second of the 
series, proved considerable of a 
compensating factor for the poor 
production, his baritone making cap- 





| jtal of such Romberg music as *‘Mari- 
lanne.’ ‘Stouthearted Men,’ ‘Wanting 
You’ and ‘Lover, Come Back to Me, 
| Evans, who only recently was signed 
by 20th-Fox. also contributed one of 
the evening’s better acting perform- 
ances. 

A slimmer 


Ruby Mercer is the 


ing of lines were far from adequate 
at the premiere, her soprano regis- 
tered well, particularly on the sock 
solo of ‘One Kiss’ and in her ‘Lover, 
Come Back to Me.’ 

Everett West is the tenor, and his 
‘Softly, as in a Morning Sunrise’ was 
sung excellently, requiring several 
encores at the opening performance. 
Teddy Hart is the comic Alexander, 
and the part has more or less been 
jockeyed to fit his own particular 
brand of comedy. As usual, he sup- 
plies many laughs. although one was 
|rather unwitting when his wig fell 





loff. There were several] other mis- | 


| cues, particularly in the mix-up of 
| lines. 

| Pacing might have been more 
| brisk. Second. act wasn’t completed 
until 11:05 p.m., and there were a 
|!number who had walked out by then. 
Naka 


And that’s a lesson that Jo- | 


current operetta revivals at Carnegie 
Hall on opening night presented a | 
‘Moon’ that was notably deficient in | 


shinsky at Carnegie this summer for | 


Marianne of the current ‘Moon,’ and | 
'though her performance and speak- | 


} turned thumbs down in times past. 
|The natives gave no 

| objecting to the complete change- 
|; over to Axis product, mainly be- 
|}cause no other form of entertain- 
'ment was available, but also because 
| they knew the gendarmes wouldn't 
| countenance any demonstration fa- 
voring American films. Houses ap- 
| parently have continued to play to 
| Standees, the take on good and bad 
pix alike being tops. 

Pienty of headaches loom fer the 
|} entire industry in Japan. Purely 
native product is bound to become 
scarcer and scarcer because of short- 
ages in nearly every line, including 
labor. In line with everything else 
in the country the government has 
taken steps to consolidate alI the 
producing outfits and to dole out 
the material needed to keep them 
going. Japs, however, hold great 
hopes for the future of the industry 
because they consider they have 
within their grasp a golden oppor- 
tunity to force Jap product on the 
natives of captured territories, and 
to kill off preference for American 
pix. They don’t savvy that it will 
take more than just wishing and 
bayonets to implant Jap flicker 
psychology in the minds of people 


| who have for years thrived on the 
American standards. 

Jap’s Dirty Dealing 

| While the whereabouts of all 


| Eastern reps of American pix out- 
| fits is uncertain, Harold Dunn, War- 
|ners’ Far Eastern Manager, and 
| Mike Schathin, Warners’ Japan man- 
ager, have returned to the U. S. on 
| the evacuation ship Gripsholm. Pep- 
perman, UA Japan manager, and 
Bob Perkins, one-time Universal 
Japan manager, also returned on 
the same ship. Jim Perkins, Far 
Eastern manager for Par, is supposed 
to have been caught at Manila, while 
Robert Lury, former Universal man- 
ager at Singapore, is thought to 
have escaped to Australia. 

Those reps remaining in Japan 
were not Americans and are knewn 
to be safe and at large. These are 
| John Albeck (Danish), Par manager; 
'E. F. Johansen (‘Danish), Metro: 


Japs Divvy Yank Pic 


Continued from page |= 


month’s salary for each year of em-' 


the | 


to be included in the cut, regardless 


in Japan had 
Jap distribs of those 
| producers dusted off old subjects 
and did a landoffice biz, palming off 
pix on which exhibs had repeatedly 


evidence of 


Far | 


— 





| 
| ture Co.) moved into the swanky, William Schwartz (German). 20th- 


Fox; William Aurich ‘Latv.an), Co- 
lumbia, and P. Fehlen ‘German), 
Universal. 

Dirtiest deal handed «ut by the 


| Japs at the outbreak of the war was 
| the arrest of almost the entire corps 
of foreign correspondents and their 
|imprisonment in solitary confine- 
|ment for six months. Those taken 
lin the dragnet were Otto Tolischus, 
Max Hill, AP; 
| (Miss) Phyllis Argall, London News- 

Chronicle and managing editor of 
Japan News-Week; Richard Tenelly, 
|NBC and Reuters; Ray Cromley, 
| Wall Street Journal:Percy Whiteing, 





|see how much of the cash booty! International News Service. and this 
calls for rental fees of $5,000 for | | 


| correspondent, who repped CBS, 
|}was editor and owner ef Japan 
News-Week. Many Americans in 
other lines were also arrested. For 
unexplained reasons Bob Belluire, 
|UP, and Joseph Dynan, AP, were 
not jailed, but merely interned. 
Press Persecuted 
Scriveners were all charged with 





|having sent out material detrimen- 
ital to Japan, while Miss Argall and 
| this writer were additionally 
|charged with having published ma- 
terial in Japan News-Week tending 
to disturb the peace and order of 
Japan and with opposing Japan's 
foreign policy. All of us were tried, 
convicted and sentenced to 18 
months’ imprisonment with three 
years’ stay, except yours truly, who 
got two years. Plenty of rough 
treatment was handed out by the 
cops, both mental and physical. 
Both Tolischus and myself were 
forced to sit on our feet extended 
backwards (Jap style) for hours at 
a time. Face slapping was a regular 
part of the routine, which didn’t 
fail to include Miss Arzall. Trials 
were farcical in the extreme, with 
none of the scribes being permitted 
to introduce evidence or witnesses 
in their favor. It’s evident that the 
U. S. government turned on the heat 
to get all released because the entire 
group was aboard the Gripsholm. 
Interesting sidelight on American 
|pix in Japan is the way in which 
the Japs used them as propaganda 
against the U. S. A good case at 
|point is ‘I Wanted Wings.’ This was 
{presented with superimposed titles 
tending to accentuate the love story, 


cadets dancing, getting girls into 
trouble, death from stunting, 
wrecked planes and the fact that 


those involved were absolved from 
blame. In other words the Japs 
were made to believe that Ameri- 
cans are ‘soft.’ To further bring 
this point out a government-spon- 
sored Jap pic was shown which de- 
picted the Jap method of training 
their airmen. It started with 
sketches of the first flying machine 
designed by man—an aged Jap-- 
then it swung into Japs studying 
navigation, plane construction,. me- 
chanics, cadets learning to fly—in 
fact everything to illustrate that 
there was nothing frivolous about 
'the Jap flier. Accompanying was a 
|newsreel of the Kure Naval Acad- 
emy which showed the extreme pa- 
triotism of the Jap grads. None of 
this "vas just coincidence but was 
studied use of American flickers to 
the disadvantage of their makers. 
All of it was done to illustrate the 
weakness of the U. S. 

‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ 
was another American flicker used 
by the Japs to prove to their people 
the U. S. is ruled by corruption and 
that institutions like Congress are 
more or less of a ‘joke.’ The theme 
;of American independence and free- 
|}dom was played down and not ex- 
|plained by captions which would 
|convey the proper interpretation to 
ithe audience. As contrast a Jap 
| Short, emphasizing the dignity of 
|the Diet and its importance by the 
jappearance of the emperor at the 
opening ceremony, was shown, 
| These are by no means isolated in- 
;stances of the clever manner with 
which the Japs used American pic- 
jtures to pave the way for accept- 
lance by the Jap public of the war 
with the U. S. 


Suicide Attempt Fails 


St. Louis, Aug. 25. 

Mrs. Joyce Irene Frame, 24, who 
with her husband, William. are en- 
tertainers with the Dodson Shows, 
currently in St. Louis, tried to kill 
herself last week in a hotel room 
by drinking poison and then turn- 
ing on the gas. 

At City hospital, where her con- 
dition is critical, she said she had 
quarreled with her husband. He said 
he threatened to leave her unless 
she stopped drinking excess 
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